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Tory  grandees  ‘preparing  plot  to  depose  Major’ 


By  Nicholas  Wood 
Chief  Political  Correspondent 


SENIOR  Conservative  MPs 
believe  that  a  group  of  Tory 
grandees  is  plotting  to  oust  John 
Major  after  the  May  council 
elections. 

They  have  told  The  Times  that 
the  group  indudes  leading  figures 
previously  regarded  as  loyal  to  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Many  MPS  and  ministers,  in¬ 
creasingly  despairing  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  chances  of  overhauling 


Labour’s  big  lead  in  the  opinion 
polls,  say  that  the  Prime  Minister's 
leadership  wffl  come  under  re¬ 
newed  pressure  after  heavy  losses 
in  the  May  poll  But  the  claims  that 
Mr  Major  is  losing  the  confidence 
of  prominent  figures  who  rallied  to 
his  side  in  last  summer’s  leader¬ 
ship  election  suggest  that  the  sale 
of  die  threat  to  him  is  more  serious 
than  many  Tories  have  supposed, 
Mr.  Major's  backers,  who  remain 
numerous,  will  dismiss  the  claims, 
which  are  being  advanced  by 
figures  on  the  Right  and  the  Left  of 


the  party,  as  no  more  than  a  dirty 
tricks  operation  by  disaffected  MPs 
unable  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
Prime  Minister's  victory  over  John 
Redwood. 

Ministers  genuinely  loyal  to  the 
Prime  Minister  are  adamant  that 
he  will  fight  off  any  attempt  to 
unseal  him.  But  the  fact  that 
rumours  of  a  high-level  conspiracy 
are  circulating  at  Westminster  is  a 
further  indication  that  his  position 
has  been  weakened  by  the  turmoil 
of  the  last  few  weeks,  which  have 
seen  the  defection  of  Emma  Nichol¬ 


son  to  the  Liberal  Democrats  and 
Baroness  Thatcher's  demand  for  a 
return  to  right-wing  policies. 

It  appears  that'  senior  Tories 
apparently  loyal  to  Mr  Major  have 
been  considering  an  attempt  to 
replace  him  for  some  rime.  The 
Times  has  been  told  that  as  long 
ago  as  last  summer  loyal 
backbenchers  were  taking  discreet 
soundings  among  colleagues. 
Some  leading  figures  in  the  Lords 
are  rumoured  to  be  involved  in  the 
current  moves. 

Some  MPs  believe  that  the 


reason  .Mr  Major  called  the  snap 
leadership  election  early  last  July 
was  because  he  became  aware  that 
he  was  the  target  of  wider  dissatis¬ 
faction  than  that  voiced  by  his 
Euro- sceptic  critics. 

it  is  also  being  suggested  that  the 
plot  has  been  reactivated  in  recent 
weeks  out  of  despair  at  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  continued  dismal  poll  rat¬ 
ings,  the  rebirth  of  the  Centre-Left 
after  last  summer's  Cabinet  reshuf¬ 
fle  and  anger  over  the  Prime 
Minister's  handling  of  the  Nolan 
report,  which  requires  MPs  to 


declare  their  earnings  from  parlia¬ 
mentary  consultancies.  One  MP 
who  claimed  to  be  aware  that 
something  was  afoot  said:  “These 
people  are  motivated  by  one  thing 
alone  —  power.  They  believe  that 
the  Conservative  Party  has  a  divine 
right  to  rule  and  they  don’t  warn  to 
pay  the  higher  taxes  that  would 
come  with  a  Labour  government." 

Known  dissidents  on  the  Right 
and  the  Left  have  been  speculating 
about  a  “bloodless  coup”  in  which 
the  leadership  is  smoothly  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Michael  Heseltine  with¬ 


out  the  bruising  spectacle  of  a 
leadership  contest.  But  close 
friends  of  Mr  Rechvood  last  night 
discounted  such  a  possibility, 
r  out. 

Mr  Major  was  given  a  boost 
yesterday  as  Sir  Richard  Body,  the 
last  of  the  “whipless"  Tory  rebels, 
returned  to  the  fold.  His  Commons 
majority  officially  rises  to  five, 
although  it  would  drop  to  three 
again  if  the  Tories  lose  the  two 
pending  by-elections. 


Rebel  returns,  page  10 


Palace  refuses  to  settle  £lm  debts 


OHARUEHOUXNS 


The  Queen 


will  not  bail 


out  Duchess 


By  Emma  Wilkins  and  Anne  Ashworth 


THE  QUEEN  is  refusing  to 
help  file  Duchess  of  York  with 
debts  of  more  than  El  zmUion, 
Buckingham  Palace  said 
yesterday. 

The  Duchess,  whose  prolific 
spending  far  outreaches  her 
income,  is  being  told  to  face  up 
to  her  financial  responsiblities 
alone.  The  Duchess's  office 
said  yesterday  that  she  was 
quite  aware  of  the  Queenls 
decision  and  that  she  was 
making  hufe  economies,  ft  is 
legally  possible  that  she  could 
be  bankrupted,  since  she  has 
few  assets,  but  it  is  unlikely. 

As  the  scale  of  her  problems 
—  including  interest  charges 
of  up  to  £90,000  a  year  — 
became  dear,  royal  officials 
pointed  to  the  Queen’s  sub¬ 
stantial  provision  for  her 
daughter-in-law.  She  received 
a  E2  million  settlement  when 
she  separated  from  her  hus¬ 
band  four  years  ago,  securing 
two  daughters'  futures  and 
giving  her  a  generous  income 
to  rent  a  home. 

In  a  highly  unusual  move 
yesterday,  the  Palace  made 
clear  that  the  Queen  was  not 
prepared  to  intervene  any 
further.  “The  Duchess’S  busi¬ 
ness  ventures  are  conducted 
quite  separately  from  any 
royal  duties,  and  any  transac¬ 
tions  resulting  from  them 
must  be  resdved  between  the 
Duchess  and  her  business 
associates  and  creditors.  They 
are  not  a  matter  far  the 
Queen,"  a  spokesman  said. 

“T tie  Queen  has  made  gen¬ 
erous  provisions  to  the  Duch¬ 
ess  over  a  number  of  years 
and  reached  a  private  agree¬ 
ment  in  1992. 

"Since  her  separation,  the 
Duchess  has  carried  out  no 
official  royal  duties  and  there¬ 
fore  whatever  business  diffi¬ 
culties  she  has  got  into  are  a 
matter  for  her,  her  bankers 
and  advisors  to  sort  out  It's 
not  up  to  the  Queen." 

This  could  prove  an  expen¬ 
sive  year  for  the  Queen:  She 
may  have  to  contribute  to  a 
divorce  settlement  for  the 
Princess  of  Wales  and  if  Prince 
Edward  were  to  become  en¬ 
gaged  to  Sophie  Rhys-Janes, 
the  Queen  would  probably 
buy  the  couple  a  house. 


The  Duchess  will  have 
to  deal  with  creditors 


The  Duchess’s  problems 
stem  from  her  failure  to  make 
the  fortune  she  hoped  from 
her  Budgie  books,  while  con¬ 
tinuing  to  lead  a  lavish  life¬ 
style  punctuated  by  frequent 
trips  overseas. 

Redecorating  Kingsbourne 
— .  the  Victorian  mansion  in 
Wentworth.  Surrey,  that  she 
rents  for  £6,000  a  month  —  is 
estimated  to  have  cost  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds,  and  the 
wages  bin  fin*  her  staff  of  cook, 
dresser,  butter,  nanny,  chauf¬ 
feur  and  a  dutch  of  personal 
assistants  is  estimated  at 
£382,000  a  month. 

She  has  now  embarked  on  a 
cost-cutting  exercise,  includ¬ 
ing  reducing  her  staff  and 
abandoning  her  new  year 
skiing  holiday  at  Klosters.  Her. 
press  secretary.  Dominique 
Vuffiamy,  left  this  week  along 
with  her  assistant.  Simone 
Canetty-Ciarke,  and  will  not 
be  replaced. 

Ms  Vulliamy  denied  yester¬ 
day  that  she  had  left  after 
arguing  with  the  Duchess,  but 
said  it  would  be  inappropriate 
to  comment  further,  Kate 
Waddington,  another  member 
of  the  Duchess's  staff,  said: 
“The  reason  that  Dominique 
.  and  her  assistant  went  is 
because  of  financial  cutbacks. 
There  used  to  be  five  of  us  in 


the  office,  but  now  there  are 
just  three." 

Ms  Waddington  said  the 
Duchess  would  not  comment 
on  her  financial  affairs  —  “it's 
a  private  matter  and  nothing 
more  is  going  to  be  said"  — 
although  she  admitted  last 
year  that  she  was  in  trouble. 

In  a  recent  interview,  the 
Duchess  said  that  she  intend¬ 
ed  to  spend  more  time  generat¬ 
ing  income,  “i  have  decided  to 
concentrate  on  ray  commer¬ 
cial  activities  and  cut  back 
momentarily  my  trips  for 
charity.  I  have  to  work  to  earn 
my  living,  to  be  able  to  provide 
my  daughters  with  a  pleasant 
upbringing."  she  said. 

She  has  also  insisted  that 
she  is  making  huge  cutbacks 
and  that  she  is  scrupulous  in 
separating  her  chanty  money 
and  private  finances.  “Nobody 
can  say  that  I  use  any  of  my 
charity  money  for  personal 
use  because  it  would  simply 
not  be  true.  You  know  the 
truth  is  1  always  pay  my  way." 

The  Duchess  is  said  to  have 
her  overdraft  with  Courts.  The 
bank  does  not  discuss  individ¬ 
ual  accounts,  but  it  said  that  a 
customer  with  a  large  loan 
would  probably  be  charged  an 
arrangement  fee  plus  interest 
at  2  or  2L5  points  over  the  base 
rate  of  6  £  per  cent 

All  customers  with  less  than 
£3,000  in  their  accounts  pay 
bank  charges  of  75p  per  state¬ 
ment  entry,  plus  a  £45  quarter¬ 
ly  management  fee. 

Assuming  that  a  customer 
made  a  hundred  transactions 
each  month  —  a  reasonable 
number  for  a  freespending 
globetrotter  —  and  an  interest 
rate  of  9  per  cent  the  annual 
charge  for  a  £1  million  over¬ 
draft  would  be  about  £91,080. 

An  ordinary  mortal  with  a 
high  street  current  account 
would  not  be  allowed  to  run 
up  such  a  debt  But  if  it  were 
permitted,  it  would  be  more 
expensive.  For  authorised 
overdrafts,  Barclays  charges 
1.5  per  cent  per  month,  plus  a 
E5  monthly  charge.  That 
would  mean  £180,000  a  year. 
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A  pall  of  smoke  hangs  over  the  City  as  fire  rages  on  top  of  the  600  ft  tower 


Fire  hits  NatWest  Tower 


By  Carol  M idg ley  and  Dominic  Kennedy 


ONE  of  the  City  of  London's 
most  famous  landmarks,  the 
NatWest  Tower,  was  ravaged 
by  fire  yesterday  as  workers 
were  repairing  damage 
caused  by  an  IRA  bomb  in 
1993. 

The  blaze  on  the  top  of  the 
45-storey  tower  sent  dense 
black  smoke  across  the  skyline 
above  the  financial  heart  of  the 
capital  as  500  workmen  in 
hard  hats  rushed  down  fire 
escapes  to  evacuate  the  600  ft 


vacant  office  block.  Experts 
began  their  investigation  last 
night  into  what  is  likely  to  be 
one  of  the  most  expensive 
blazes  of  recent  years. 

There  were  no  injuries. 

Roads  in  the  area  were 
blocked  and  firefighters  were 
aided  by  a  high-tech  airborne 
infra-red  camera  that  has  just 
started  operation  on  a  trial 
basis.  The  "spy  in  the  sky" 
camera  picks  up  heal  waves 
coming  from  fires  and  trans¬ 


forms  them  into  pictures. 

The  NatWest  Tower  had 
been  devastated  by  the 
Bishops  gate  bomb  which 
killed  one  person  on  April  24, 
1993.  When  the  tower  opened 
in  1980.  it  was  Europe's  tallest 
building,  having  cost  £72  mil¬ 
lion  and  nine  years  to  com¬ 
plete.  It  was  overtaken  in 
height  by  Canary  Wharf  in 
London’s  Docklands. 

Estimates  for  die  repairs 
after  the  bombing  were  £50m. 
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Oil  giants  cut  more  than  4p  off  petrol  prices 


By  Jonathan  Prynn 

TRANSPORT  CORRESPONDENT 


A  DISCOUNT  war  broke  out  between 
Britain's  largest  petrol  retailers  yester¬ 
day  whoa  Shell  slashed  up  to  4.4p  a 
litre  off  Its  prices  from  midnight  last 
night  at  all  2,000  of  fts  garages. 

The  move  came  the  day  after  Esso, 
ffie  market  leader  with  2.100 
forecourts,  announced  it  was  scrap- 
ping  its  10-year-old  "Tiger  tokens"  gift 
promotion  in  favour  of  lower  pump 


prices  throughout  the  country.  Previ¬ 
ously,  Esso  had  concentrated  its  price 
reductions  in  the  North  East  of 
England  and  central  Scotland.  Its  new 
pledge  promising  pump  prices  “among 
the  lowest  avail  able"  and  “normally 
unbeatable"  is  likely  to  result  in  aits  of 
at  least  3p  a  tirre. 

David  firret,  general  manager  of 
Shell  UK’s  retail  division,  said:  "We 
have  competed  vigorously  in  a  regional 
price  war  for  around  six  months  and 
are  now  offering  lower  prices  to  the 


rest  of  the  country."  Yesterday’s  reduc¬ 
tions  means  that  a  litre  of  Shell 
Advanced  4  Star  falls  from  b3.9p  to 
59 5p  while  a  litre  of  Shell  Advanced 
Unleaded  will  fall  from  SS.Op  to  56.9p. 

None  uf  the  other  leading  petrol 
retailers  announced  price  cuts  of  their 
own,  but  industry  experts  said  it  was 
only  a  matter  of  time  before  they 
followed  suit. 

Shell  and  BP  said  they  would  be 
keeping  their  service  station  gift 
promotions. 


The  latest  round  of  dismunting 
comes  in  response  to  aggressive  com¬ 
petition  from  the  major  supermarket 
chains,  which  have  taken  around  23 
per  cent  of  the  petrol  retail  market  by 
selling  it  as  a  “loss  leader”  for  their 
stores. 

“We  welcome  this  move  by  the  petrol 
companies  in  following  the  lead  we 
have  set,"  said  Tom  Vyner,  deputy 
chairman  of  Salisbury's.  “Our  com¬ 
mitment  is  to  offer  the  best  possible 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  4 
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Terrorists  set  to 
end  hijack  of 
Black  Sea  ferry 


From  Thomas  de  Waal  in  Moscow  and 
Carlotta  Gall  outside  pervomaiskoye 


THE  TURKISH  Government 
and  pro-Chechen  commandos 
who  have  hijacked  a  Black  Sea 
ferry  agreed  in  principle  last 
night  to  end  the  crisis 
peacefully. 

But  other  Chechens  were 
holding  oui  with  hostages  for 
the  third  day  running  in  the 
village  of  Pervomaiskoye  in 
southern  Russia  despite  sal¬ 
voes  of  Grad  rockets,  artillery 
bombardment  and  attacks  by 
helicopter  gunships.  The  head 
of  Turkish  intelligence  said 
the  ferry  hijackers  could  reach 
Istanbul  safely  and  surrender 
after  holding  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  —  a  deal  to  which  the 
commando  leader  agreed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  semi-official 
news  agency  Anatolia. 

The  gunmen,  who  are  hold¬ 
ing  about  200  hostages,  had 
earlier  given  warning  that  a 
rescue  attempt  would  force 
them  to  blow  up  the  ship, 
blocking  the  Bosphorus 
Strait 

“We've  all  gat  101b  of  explo¬ 
sives  strapped  to  our  chests," 
one  hijacker  told  Reuters  by 
telephone  from  the  Turkish 
vessel  In  the  Black  Sea  as  it 
was  shadowed  through  20ft 
waves  by  two  Turkish  coast¬ 
guard  ships.  "That’s  enough  to 
blow  up  both  us  and  the  whole 
boat,"  said  the  gunman,  who 


gave  his  name  as  Abrek. 

Tokcan.  the  hijackers'  lead¬ 
er.  claimed  in  a  telephone  call 
to  Anatolia  that  explosives  had 
been  placed  under  lorries  and 
fuel  depots.  He  also  said  they 
had  50  friends  on  board,  many 
carrying  guns. 

The  Turkish  Interior  Minis¬ 
ter.  Teoman  Unusan,  said 
Tokcan  was  from  Duzce.  in 
northern  Turkey,  and  had 
fought  with  Chechen  rebels 
seeking  to  breakaway  from 
Russia. 

The  hostage-takers  said 
they  had  no  argument  with 
the  Turkish  Government  and 
would  free  Turks  on  the  3.33S- 
tonne  Avrasya.  Tokcan 
added:"This  is  a  warning  to 
Yeltsin.” 

“It  is  a  very  sensitive  inci¬ 
dent,"  President  Demire]  of 
Turkey  said.  "No  such  thing 
happened  to  us  before.  There 
were  plane  hijackings  but  a 
ship  hijacking  never  hap¬ 
pened  to  us  before." 

At  its  present  rate,  the  ferry 
could  reach  Istanbul  by  late 
today  or  early  tomorrow, 
depending  on  the  weather.  Alt 
Carter,  a  Turkish  passenger, 
told  the  television  station  they 
were  being  treated  well. 


Chechen  crisis,  page  13 
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FURTHER  REDUCTIONS 
AT  THE  AUSTIN  REED  SALE 


AUSTIN  REED 
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Revealed!  Blair’s  oh  so  simple  stakeholder  masterplan 


The  secret  is  out 
Labour's  plans  for  Brit¬ 
ain  are  dear  at  last 
Now  we  know  what  Tony 
Blair  meant  in  Singapore  by 
‘‘stakeholder'*  Britain.  Details 
were  revealed  to  MPs  yester¬ 
day  by  Margaret  Beckett, 
chief  opposition  spokesman 
on  trade  and  industry. 

Under  Labour  there  will  be 
“a  great,  united,  national  ef¬ 
fort”,  she  said.  And  that  was 
all  she  said.  The  plan  is 
devastatingly  simple. 

Mrs  Beckett’s  announce¬ 
ment  was  received  in  some¬ 


thing  dose  to  shock  at  the 
audacity  of  the  strategy.  But  of 
course!  Uke  all  strokes  of 
genius,  once  explained  it 

seemed  so  obvious.  Why  hod 
nobody  thought  of  this  be¬ 
fore?  For  15  years  the  Tories 
have  been  gassing  on  about 
deregulation,  privatisation 
and  the  Like,  while  “old” 
Labour  has  been  advocating 
State  control.  Thrusting  both 
aside,  Mr  Blair  and  his  team 
have  cut  the  Gordian  knot 
Mrs  Beckett  was  respond¬ 
ing  to  Ian  Lang,  the  Industiy 
Secretary,  in  an  exchange 


about  Britain’s  trade  balance. 
How  could  this  be  improved? 
By  a  great  united,  national 
effort.  Mrs  Beckett  said.  After 
this  insight,  it  was  a  wonder 
anybody  bothered  to  stay. 

But  we  did.  to  hear  Janies 
Pawsey  (C,  Rubgy  and  Kenil¬ 
worth)  ask  about  an  exotic 
new  element  in  European 
thinking  he  called  “the  Sey¬ 
chelles  chapter”. -Either  they 
are  even  posher  in  Rugby  and 
Kenilworth  than  we  had 
imagined  or  EU  enlargement 
proceeds  alarmingly. 

As  Pawsey  spoke,  Ian  Lang 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


gazed  round  from  the  front 
bench  in  apparent  rapture. 
Tory  backbenchers,  now  is 
your  hour!  Terrified  of  further 
defections,  government  whips 
have  ordered  frontbenchers  to 
sweet-talk  even  the  sourest  old 
lags  behind  them,  though 
Pawsey  does  not  look  particu¬ 
larly  sour. 

David  Congdon  {G  Croy¬ 


don  NEj,  a  man  with  the 
aspect  of  a  crematorium  jani¬ 
tor.  found  his  thoughts  on 
Labour’s  policy  failures  re¬ 
ceived  by  ministers  as  might 
be  a  lecture  from  Wittgen¬ 
stein.  The  youthful  Nigel  Ev¬ 
ans  (G  Ribble  Valley),  ever 
ready  with  an  apple  for  the 
teacher,  found  Mr  Lang  ready 
with  a  basketful  of  peaches. 


Give  all  workers 
a  stake  in  their 
firm,  says  Labour 

By  Philip  Webster  and  Jill  Sherman 


THE  Labour  leadership  will 
today  call  an  employers  ro 
allow  all  staff  to  own  shares  in 
their  companies.  It  will  pledge 
that  a  Labour  Government 
will  find  ways  of  encouraging 
more  firms  to  give  shopfloor 
workers  the  same  rights  to 
shares  as  senior  executives. 

The  party  aims  to  remove 
administrative  barriers  to 
share  option  schemes  and  to 
sweep  away  the  cultural  obsta¬ 
cles  to  the  idea  of  lower-paid 
workers  being  given  the 
chance  of  owning  a  part  of 
their  firms. 

Support  for  “shares  for  all” 
is  the  latest  example  of  a 
dramatic  shift  in  economic 
attitudes.  Only  a  few  years  ago 
the  prevailing  party  attitude  to 
shares  was  one  of  suspicion. 

Labour,  which  is  taking 
advice  from  City  experts  and 
companies  running  share 
ownership  schemes,  will  look 
at  whether  existing  tax  incen¬ 
tives  are  being  used  efficiently. 
But  sources  emphasise  there  is 
no  “pot  of  gold"  from  which 
new  tax  concessions  can  sud¬ 
denly  be  found. 

The  plans,  to  be  heralded  in 
a  speech  by  Alistair  Darling. 
Labour's  City  spokesman,  co¬ 
incide  with  a  regional  tour  by 
Tony  Blair  to  sell  his  vision  of 
the  "stakeholder  economy.” 
They  are  seen  by  Mr  Blair  as 
an  important  and  symbolic 
part  of  his  stakeholder 
concept. 

That  concept  came  under 
further  attack  from  the  Tories 
yesterday  after  John  Monks, 
general  secretary  of  the  TUG 


said  in  The  Times  that  it  would 
help  the  unions  to  rebuild 
their  influence.  His  claim,  that 
it  was  the  means  by  which 
individual  members  could  col¬ 
lectively  make  their  voices 
heard  and  realise  their 
“slakes”  in  society,  was  seized 
on  eagerly  Conservatives, 
as  was  a  call  yesterday  from 
John  Edmonds,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  GMB.  for  new  laws 
on  employees'  rights. 

Mr  Edmonds  told  BBC 
Radio's  The  World  at  One: 
“People  in  Britain  have  fewer 
rights  to  information,  they 
have  less  right  to  know  what  is 
going  on  in  their  company, 
they  are  more  insecure  at 
work  and  more  easily  sacked. 
Now  some  of  those  have  to  be 
put  right  by  legislation. 

"We  already  take  many 
cases  of  individuals  to  indus- 


Darling:  says  plans  do 
not  need  legislation 


trial  tribunals  and  I  can  see 
that  as  the  rights  in  Britain  are 
brought  up  to  European  stan¬ 
dards.  there  wall  be  even  more 
need  under  a  stakeholder 
economy  for  trade  union  sup¬ 
port  to  ensure  those  rights  are 
properly  implemented.” 

Mr  Darling  insisted  that  the 
plans  did  not  need  new  laws  to 
make  them  work.  He  said: 
“All  history  shows,  if  you  pass 
rules  and  regulations  to  try 
and  force  someone  to  change 
their  culture,  h  doesn't  work. 
You  have  to  convince  people 
that  the  only  way  they  are 
going  to  succeed  is  firstly  by 
ensuring  that  everybody  who 
works  for  a  company,  from  the 
boardroom  to  the  shopfloor, 
feels  involved  in  making  that 
company  successful.” 

Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor.  attacked  die  Labour 
initiative  as  “empty  flannel" 
that  revealed  nothing  of  policy 
for  sustained  economic  pros¬ 
perity.  "ft  is  waffle." 

Adair  Turner.  Director- 
General  of  the  CBL  said  there 
was  no  need  for  trade  union 
laws.  “We  are  wary  of  new 
legislation.  What  has  to  hap¬ 
pen  is  for  businesses,  some¬ 
times  working  with  trade 
unions,  to  be  dear  about  the 
training  and  motivation  that 
they  need  to  give  to  workers  to 
make  sure  they  fed  they  have 
a  real  stake  in  the  company." 

Today  Mr  Darling  will  ar¬ 
gue  that  shareholding  should, 
no  longer  be  seen  as  an 
optional  extra,  or  something 
unusual,  but  “as  the  norm  in  a 
dynamic  economy". 
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Petrol  prices  cut  by  4p 


Continued  from  page  1 
value  to  our  customers  and 
this  we  will  continue  todo.  We 
have  obviously  set  the  petrol 
giants  a  challenge." 

Paul  Mancey,  trading  man¬ 
ager  for  Tesco  Petrol,  which 
sells  unleaded  at  53 -8p  a  litre 
and  4  Star  at  60p  a  litre,  said 
the  cuts  proved  that  the  major 
oil  companies  had  been  over¬ 
charging  their  customers. 
“They  have  justified  their 
higher  prices  by  claiming 
their  petrol  is  better  quality 
than  that  sold  by  the  super¬ 
markets.  These  daims  have 
never  been  justified.” 

City  analysts  said  selling 
petrol  was  now  perilously 
dose  to  being  unprofitable 
and  warned  that  thousands  of 
small  garages  could  be  forced 
out  of  business  by  the  price 
war. 


Leaded  petrol  costs  about  Sp 
a  litre  on  the  international  oil 
markets  compared  with  a  re¬ 
tail  price  of  about  13p  before 
tax  in  Britain.  The  5p  differ¬ 
ence  has  to  cover  the  cost  of 
transporting  and  selling  the 
petrol  and  allow  for  a  profit 

The  price  cuts  were  warmly 
welcomed  by  motoring  organ¬ 
isations,  which  urged  drivers 
to  shop  around  for  the  best 
deals.  The  effect  of  a  3p  per 
litre  price  cut  would  mean  a 
fuel  bill  saving  of  about  06  a 
year  for  a  motorist  docking  up 
8,000  miles  and  £54  for  a 
driver  averaging  12,000  miles, 
the  AA  said. 

The  British  average  before 
the  latest  price  cuts  of  61.9p  for 
leaded  premium  petrol  com¬ 
pares  with  82-6p  in  France  and 
77.!p  in  Germany.  Only  Lux¬ 
emburg  was  cheaper  at  61  Jp. 


An  astonished  Sir  Michael 
Giylls  (G  Surrey  NW),  who 
had  chanced  a  mild  observa¬ 
tion  or  two  to  Richard  Page;  a 
junior  minister,  was  greeted 
with  the  news  that  "I  have 
always  listened  to  you  with 
reverence  and  affection".  We 
do  think  this  was  going  a  bit 
far.  The  day  Sir  Michael 
abandons  the  Party  of  Capi¬ 
talism  we  may  expect  the 
Pope  to  denounce  St  Peter. 

But  ministers  went  further. 
Teresa  Gorman  rose  (well, 
took  off)  with  some  familiar 
protests  about  Brussels  direct- 

Treasure 
seeker 
to  get 
£141,000 

By  Dajlya  Ajlberge 

ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

A  MAN  who  stumbled  across 
a  magnificent  hoard  of  126 
Roman  gold  coins  while  learn¬ 
ing  to  use  a  metal  detector  will 
receive  £141,850  as  a  reward. 
The  money  will  be  shared  with 
a  farmer  who  rents  the  land 
where  the  coins  were  found 
and  the  owner  of  die  field. 

The  figure,  determined  by 
the  value  of  a  find,  was  set  by 
the  independent  Treasure 
Trove  Reviewing  Committee 
which  met  yesterday. 

The  coins,  which  include 
examples  dating  from  toe 
reign  of  the  emperor  Nero  and 
span  a  period  of  about  100 
years  from  AD  64.  are 
described  by  the  British  Muse¬ 
um  as  one  of  toe  richest  finds 
of  Roman  gold  to  have  been 
made  in  this  country. 

They  were  unearthed  in  an 
Oxfordshire  field  by  William 
Darley,  52.  an  iron  moulder 
from  Didcot,  who  had  taken 
up  the  hobby  only  a  month 
earlier.  He  said:  “I’m  really 
excited  about  how  much  it’s 
made.  I’ll  going  on  holiday 
with  my  wife.  Ill  also  invest  it 
Of  course  the  money  is  won¬ 
derful  but  what  has  delighted 
me  more  than  anything  is 
knowing  I  have  found  a  little 
piece  of  history." 

He  recalled  yesterday  how 
he  had  asked  the  local  former 
for  permission  to  practise  his 
new  passtime  in  his  field.  “He 
laughed  and  said,  'If  you  find 
any  gold  ooins,  we’ll  split  them 
50-50*." 

The  British  Museum  is  keen 
to  acquire  the  collection,  but 
must  raise  the  El 41.850.  It 
expects  to  approach  bodies 
such  as  the  National  Art 
Collections  Fund  for  help. 


Police  predict  £12m 
bypass  protest  bill 


Outcry  over  Maguire’s  cash  award 


By  Jill  Sherman,  political  correspondent 


By  Tim  Jones 


THE  Chief  Constable  of 
Thames  Valley  said  yesterday 
that  the  cost  of  policing  the 
Newbury  bypass  protest  over 
the  next  two  years  could  reach 
EI2  million  and  would  affect 
police  operations  throughout 
the  area.  Charles  Pollard  has 
told  David  Madean.  a  Home 
Office  Minister,  that,  without 
extra  government  money,  the 
force  would  face  in  tolerable 
strains. 

At  a  press  conference  Mr 
Pollard  said :  “Essentially,  we 
are  being  asked  to  police  from 
oar  force  resources  what  is  a 
national  evenL  But  there  is  a 
limit  to  the  resources  and 
manpower  we  bavt" 

Mr  Pollard  added:  “We 
estimate  the  additional  bur¬ 
den  for  us  over  the  two-year 
period  could  amount  to 
£12  million,  but  that  is  maybe 
an  underestimate.  Police 
farces  expect  unusual  events 


to  put  a  strain  on  their 
resources  but  Thames  Valley 
and  Hampshire  are  faced 
with  the  possibility  of  a  con¬ 
flict  that  could  go  on  for  more 
than  two  years,  sucking  in 
men  and  draining  resources 
which  otherwise  would  be 
used  for  normal  policing." 

Meanwhile,  a  huge  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of 
security  guards  yesterday  en¬ 
abled  contractors  to  complete 
their  first  foil  day’s  work  since 
the  battle  of  the  Newbury 
bypass  began  ten  days  ago. 
Protected  by  more  than  300 
guards  and  scores  of  police, 
the  chain  saws  buzzed  all  day 
on  two  sites  as  dozens  of  trees 
were  felled. 

More  than  30  people  were 
arrested  and  some  protesters, 
who  had  been  arrested  earlier 
in  the  week,  said  they  were 
ignoring  bail  conditions  by 
revisiting  the  site. 


MPs  and  terrorist  victims 
spoke  out  yesterday  against  a 
E 13.500  compensation  award 
to  a  convicted  bomber.  Donna 
Maguire,  for  injuring  her 
ankle  when  she  tripped  on  a 
pavement 

David  Wflshire.  Tory  MP 
for  Spelthome.  tabled  a  Com¬ 
mons  motion  calling  on  toe 
Government  to  end  the  “un¬ 
fairness'"  of  current  compensa¬ 
tion  schemes  and  to  ensure 
that  convicted  terrorists  could 
not  “financially  exploit  the 
stare  they  were  seeking  to 
destroy". 

The  motion  added:  “While 
the  ankle  damage  made  it 
impossible  for  toe  convicted 
terrorist  to  wear  high-heeled 
shoes  and  to  dance,  it  did  nor 
prevent  her  attempting  to 
murder  five  soldiers  or  act  as 
an  IRA  spy  on  military 
installations." 

Last  night  he  pointed  out 
that  the  parents  of  a  child 
murdered  in  the  Warrington 
bomb  blast  had  been  awarded 


only  £7500,  and  victims  with 
multiple  injuries  in  the  1992 
London  Baltic  Exchange  ex¬ 
plosion  received  £10,000. 

Jacques  Arnold,  Tory  MP 
for  Gravesham.  said:  “A  per¬ 
son  who  is  agile  enough  to 
lake  part  in  various  terrorist 
activities  is  about  the  last 
person  ro  be  compensated  for 
this  kind  of  thing.  The  money 
would  have  been  better  spent 
laying  the  paving  stones.” 

.Ms  Maguire.  29,  sued  toe 
Department  of  the  Environ¬ 
ment  claiming  she  injured 
herself  falling  in  Newry,  Co 
Down,  in  19S5.  In  June  last 
year  she  was  convicted  of  the 
attempted  murder  of  five  sol¬ 
diers  at  Quebec  Barracks  in 
Osnabruck.  Germany,  in 
19S9.  She  was  released  almost 
immediately  as  she  had  spent 
six  years  in  custody  awaiting 
trial. 

Yesterday  the  parents  of  12- 
year-old  Tim  Parry,  killed  by  a 
1992  bomb  in  Warrington, 
Cheshire,  pointed  out  that  she 


Maguire:  won  £13,500 
for  pavement  trip 

had  received  almost  twice  as 
much  as  their  £7.500  compen¬ 
sation.  Colin  Parry  said:  “it  is 
absolutely  disgusting.  It  con¬ 
firms  my  feeling  that  wrong¬ 
doers  are  better  looked  after 
than  those  who  suffer  the 
consequences." 

Among  the  Baltic  Exchange 
victims,  ship  broker  Jeffrey 


Blum.  42,  who  needed  exten¬ 
sive  brain  surgery  and  whose 
right  arm  had  to  be  rebuilt 
refused  to  say  how  much  he 
was  awarded  but  said:  “I  am 
staggered.  I  think  it  is  a 
nonsense.  I  do  not  think, 
anyone  should  be  barred  from 
churning  if  they  have  tripped 
and  injured  themselves.  She  is 
a  human  being  irrespective  of 
her  political  affiliations.  But  if 
some  compensation  is  neces¬ 
sary.  and  that  is  a  question  in 
itself,  why  so  much?" 

A  former  taxi  driver,  Alan 
Ray.  38,  has  still  received  no 
compensation  for  a  broken 
hand  and  multiple  wounds  to 
his  arms,  neck  and  head.  He 
was  off  work  for  14  months. 
Now  a  trainee  train  driver,  he 
said:  “I  am  disgusted.  She 
complains  she  can’t  jog.  but 
the  IRA's  victims  can't  dance 
or  sing  now.” 

Raymond  Fayers,  47.  a  bank 
security  guard.  received 
E7.500  after  his  finger  was  left 
twisted  by  the  City  blast.  He 
said:  “What  does  it  mean,  she 
cant  do  a  Jig  any  more?" 


jves,  her  drift  being  that  these  warmth”  he  must  have  won- 

should  just  be  ignored.  “I  do  dered 

have  a  lot  of  sympathy."  be  pushed  further.  It  was. 

crooned  another  junior  minis-  Oppenheim 

ter,  Phillip  Oppenheim.  “with  him  on  his  sporting  creden- 

toaL  I  think  my  hon  friend  rials.  .. . 


makes  some  fair  points  there." 

Was  this  necessary?  It  is 
hard  to  imagine  where  Mrs 
Gorman  could  defect  to,  ex¬ 
cept  Outer  Space.  When  Nich¬ 
olas  Budgen  (C  Wolver¬ 
hampton  SW),  who  was  being 
beastly  as  usual,  heard  Mr 


Only  Michael  Fabricant  (G 
Mid  Staffordshire)  missed  the 
new  mood.  Thanking  lan 
Taylor  for  his  answer.  Fabri¬ 
cant  told  the  minister  he  had 
found  it  long,  detailed  and 
helpful".  Poor  child.  He 
thinks  backbenchers  are  still 


Oppenheim  “reciprocate  my  supposed  to  flatter  mntislera, 
hon  friend's  warm  congratu-  rather  than  the  other  way 
lations  with  the  same  round. 
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Prince  Michael  of  Kent  looks  on  as  campaigner  disrupts  centenary  commemoration  in  Coventry 


■  V 


Anti-car  protester  strips 
at  cathedral  service 


John  Petty,  cathedral  provost,  invites  protesters  in 


Byaian  Hamilton 
and  Stephen  Farrell 

A  LATTER-DAY  Lady  Godiva 
bared  her  all  in  Coventry 
Cathedra]  yesterday  in  protest 
at  a  service  to  commemorate 
the  centenary  of  the  motor  car. 
With  Prince  Michael  of  Kent 
and  an  array  of  dignitaries 
from  the  moror  industry  sit¬ 
ting  a  few  feet  away,  the 
woman  sprang  from  a  side 
aisle  and  cast  off  her  coat  to 
expose  a  body  daubed  with 
anti-car  slogans. 

Before  police  and  stewards 
rushed  to  cover  her  dignity, 
she  shouted:  "In  the  spirit  of 
Lady  Godiva,  I  am  here  to 
mourn  the  death  of  my  mother 
and  the  17  million  people 
killed  directly  by  the  motor 
car." 

The  5ft  lOin  protester  de¬ 
clared  herself  to  be  Angel 
Kpyanti.  but  h  was  later 
discovered  that  she  is  Lucy 
ftarce,  a  dedicated  anti-roads 
campaigner  with  a  string  of 
aliases. 

Her  hatred  of  cars  stems 
from  the  death  of  her  mother 
in  a  road  accident  in  1965.  She 
now  describes  herself  as  a 
worshipper  of  Mother  Earth, 
and  lives  with  other  “eco- 
warriors"  in  an  encampment 
beside  the  proposed  A30  route 
near  Exeter. 

Ms  Pearce,  35.  said  she  had 
been  bom  in  Oxfordshire  and 
educated  in  Bedfordshire  be¬ 
fore  going  to  Exeter  Univer¬ 
sity.  where  she  was  known  as 
Rose.  She  then  ran  an  all¬ 


women  theatre  company 
known  as  Bearded  Women 
before  changing  her  name  and 
becoming  an  activist  in  1991. 

She  and  her  accomplice. 
Theo  Simon.  38,  were  released 
after  being  questioned  by 
police.  Wearing  a  plastic 
police-issue  suit,  she  said:  "I 
have  written  numerous  letters 
to  MJPs  and  newspapers  and  it 
seemed  that  exposing  my  body 
was  the  only  avenue  left  open 
to  me.  We  had  been  in  the 
Chapel  of  Industry  at  the 
cathedral  and  suddenly 
thought  that  we  must  do 
something. 

"I  wanted  to  lock  myself  to 
the  pulpit  and  Theo  was  there 
to  help  me  do  ft.  The  aim  was 
to  stop  the  service.  But  some¬ 
one  managed  to  get  their  hand 
between  ray  neck  and  the  lock. 
I  still  managed  to  say  all  I  had 


to  say."  She  had  urged  the 
congregation  "to  remember 
the  mothers  left  childless,  the 
orphaned  children,  our  broth¬ 
ers.  sisters,  fathers  and 
friends.  Those  paralysed  and 
maimed.  The  epidemic  of 
asthmatic  children." 

Ms  Pearce  added:  "I  sup¬ 
pose  my  mother's  death  must 
have  had  something  to  do  with 
me  gening  involved  in  this 
cause,  but  it  is  also  because  my 
sister's  little  boy  suffers  from 
asthma  although  they  live  in  a 
suburban  area  and  he  is  not 
even  two  yet  l  believe  his 
asthma  is  because  of  car 
fumes." 

Before  the  service  100  pro¬ 
testers  had  gathered  outside, 
dressed  as  angels,  bishops  and 
pantomime  horses.  The  pro¬ 
vost,  John  Petty,  invited  some 
of  them  into  the  cathedral. 


The  Right  Reverend  Simon 
Bam'ngion-Ward.  Bishop  of 
Coventry,  defended  the  ser¬ 
vice,  which  had  been  initialed 
by  Coventry  councillors.  The 
proceedings  began  with  an 
1897  Daimler  Autocar  being 
driven  up  the  aisle  and  ended 
with  an  electric  Peugeot  106, 
also  made  in  Coventry,  gliding 
out  of  the  West  Door. 

~1  thought  the  disruption 
inside  the  dihedral  was  a 
pity,  but  you  cannot  stop 
demonstration;  it  is  part  of 
people's  freedom,  i  am  only 
sorry  that  they  couldn't  have 
done  it  with  a  little  more 
dignity  and  restraint."  the 
Bishop  said. 

In  a  sermon  on  the  parable 
of  the  two  cars,  he  said  that  the 
Daimler  represented  the 
thanksgiving  for  all  the  bene¬ 
fits  the  car  had  bestowed,  and 
the  Peugeot  man's  penitance 
for  the  way  it  had  been 
misused.  Prince  Michael  gave 
a  short  reading. 

Ms  Pearce's  friends  at 
Allercombe  camp  in  Devon 
said  the  woman  they  know  as 
Angel  Quercus  —  a  shared 
tribal  surname  —  had  dis¬ 
cussed  a  Coventry  protest  over 
a  month  ago.  Scarlett  Quercus 
said:  "She  was  malting  a  point 
with  nudity  just  as  Lady 
Godiva  did.  We  felt  it  was 
completely  sick  to  celebrate  a 
machine  which  has  cost  count¬ 
less  lives  and  sicker  still  to 
hold  the  service  at  the  same 
cathedral  where  the  funeral  of 
Jill  Phipps  [the  animal  rights 
protester!  was  held." 


Lucy  Pearce  casts  off  her  fake-fur  coat  in  Coventry  Cathedral  to  reveal  slogans  condemning  the  car 
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Doctor  jailed  for 
manslaughter  can 
resume  practice 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 
A  DOCTOR  jailed  after  slab- 


Man  is 
guilty  of 
assault  on 
vandals 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

A  BUSINESSMEN  who 
grabbed  two  boys  he  suspect-., 
ed  of  breaking  his  greenhouse, 
windows  was  found  guilty  of 
assault  yesterday. 

David  Vemey.  54.heard.the. 
sound  of  breaking  glass  as  he 
was  hoeing  a  rosebed  and 
jumped  into  his  Range  Rover 
to  give  chase  from  his  moated 
home  in  Uckington. 
Gloucestershire. 

Justices  in  Coleibrd  were 
told  that  Mr  Vemey.  a  former 
Army  and  County  rugby  play¬ 
er.  drove  two  miles  ,to  lie  in 
wait  behind  a  bush  for  the 
boys. 

One  of  die  pair,  from  a 
council  estate  four  miles  away, 
claimed  he  was  grabbed  and 
hit  in  the  neck  three  times  and 
bundled  into  the  Range  Rover. 
The  other  said  Vemey 
punched  him  on  the  jaw. 

Vemey.  who  rejected  an 
offer  of  a  caution  or  a  bind 
over,  denied  being  in  a  temper 
but  admitted  that  possibly  he 
“did  not  behave  very  well". 

The  businessman,  whose 
wife  is  a  JP.  denied  common 
assault  and  criminally  dam¬ 
aging  a  shin  belonging  to  one 
of  the  boys.  He  was  convicted 
of  assaulting  Wayne  O'Shea, 
14.  but  cleared  of  the  allega¬ 
tion  against  Craig  Walsh.  13. 
He  was  ordered  to  pay  costs  of 
£200  and  £40  compensation 
for  the  shirt. 

After  the  case,  Vemey  said: 
"1  am  bitterly  disappointed  by 
the  outcome.  My  soQritor  has 
asked  me  to  think  it  over  for  24 
hours  but  my  immediate  reac¬ 
tion  is  to  pursue  it  to  the 
highest  possible  level  regard¬ 
less  of  cost 

These  two  pieces  of  glass 
have  already  cost  me  £1,600." 
He  said  he  had  taken  a  close 
interest  in  similar  cases.  "I  can 
only  conclude  that  the  view 
taken  by  the  magistrates  in  my 
case  is  not  in  the  public  . 
interest" 


bing  her  husband's  mistress  to 
death  was  yesterday  given 
permission  to  resume  her 
career  when  she  leaves  prison, 
subject  to  undergoing  retrain¬ 
ing.  Julia  Wright  48,  a  mother 
of  four,  stabbed  Fiona  Wood  17 
times  in  the  face  and  chest 
with  a  kitchen  knife  before 
slashing  her  face  another  18 
times. 

Wright  flew  into  an  uncon¬ 
trollable  rage  after  discover¬ 
ing  that  Mrs  Wood,  who  was 
married  with  two  children, 
was  having  an  affair  with  her 
husband-Jeremy,  also  a  doc¬ 
tor.  She  was  a  woman  who 
had  loved  “not  wisely  but  too 
well",  the  General  Medical 
Council's  professional  conduct 
committee  was  told. 

Wright  was  sentenced  in 
December  1994  to  four  years' 
imprisonment  after  she  plead¬ 
ed  guilty  at  the  Old  Bailey  to 
manslaughter  on  the  grounds 
of  diminished  responsibility. 
She  bowed  her  head  as  Paul 
Honigmann.  for  the  GMC, 
said:  This  is  a  tale  of  a 
woman  who  loved  her  hus¬ 
band  and  her  children.  When 
she  thought  she  was  going  to 
lose  both,  •  she  was  driven 


towards  the  edge  of  endur¬ 
ance."  After  the  killing 
Wright,  covered  in  blood, 
drove  to  the  Nuffield  hospital 
where  her  husband  was  work¬ 
ing  and  confessed.  Wright 
later  told  police:  "1  hit  her. 
then  I  hit  her.  then  I  hit  her. 
that  evil  and  wicked  woman." 

Simon  Taylor,  QC,  for 
Wright,  said:  “She  feels  con¬ 
siderable  remorse  and  is  very 
sad  that  her  actions  have  led  to 
disrepute  for  her  profession. 
You  may  take  the  view  we 
cannot  have  convicted  killers 
on  the  register.  But  she  recog¬ 
nises  in  due  course  she  will 
have  to  provide  for  herself 
financially. 

"You  must  consider  she  has 
been  assessed  by  psychiatrists 
and  found  to  be  of  no  further 
danger  to  the  public,  including 
her  husband  and  his  girl¬ 
friend.  The  public  is  sophisti¬ 
cated.  It  understands  the 
notion  of  people  committing 
crimes  when  they  are  ill." 

Wright,  formerly  from 
Woking.  Surrey,  has  not  prac¬ 
tised  medicine  for  16  years, 
having  given  it  up  to  raise  her 
children,  now  aged  16,  14,  10 
and  8.  But  she  was  anxious  to 
be  allowed  to  resume  her 
career  when  she  comes  out  of 
prison,  possibly  later  this  year. 

Sir  Donald  Irvine,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee,  told 
hen  “Your  registration  will  be 
suspended  for  a  period  of  12 
months.  Should  you  consider 
a  return  to  medical  practice 
you  should  use  your  time  to 
prepare  a  programme  of  reha¬ 
bilitation  and  retraining." 

Sir  Donald  said  that  she 
would  have  to  return  to  the 
committee  in  due  course  to 
show  what  steps  she  had 
taken  towards  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  its  recommendations. 

Wright  killed  Mrs  Wood  in 
May  1994  after  spotting  her 
wearing  what  she  called  a 
triumphant  expression  when 
she  was  with  her  husband. 


■  I’m  just  small  fry,  says  hot-dog 
man  blamed  for  killing  tree 


A  COLLEGE  at  Cambridge 
^  University  wen  councillors' 
backing  yesterday  to  evict  a 
fast-food  vendor  from  his 
pilch,  claiming  that  the  ofly 
1  smoke  from  his  cooking  kilted 
a  tree  and  possibly  two 
shrubs. 

"  The  dons  of  Emmanuel 
College  had  complained  that 
the  fumes  from  Ray  Pecketfs 
i  hot-dog  and  hamburger  stand 
were  inappropriate  and  offen¬ 
sive  to  Emmanuel  Street 
which  runs  beside  die  college. 

When  the  rity  council  sug¬ 
gested  a  compromise.  Ste¬ 
phen  Brooker,  the  college 
bursar,  replied:  “We  remain 
convinced  that  the  effluxion  of 
oleaginous  fumes  has  killed 
at  least  one  tree  and  probably 


By  Robin  Young 

two  shrubs  in  the  garden  slip 
over  the  wall  from  the  staff" 

Yesterday  the  city  council's 
.  environmental  health  and 
protection  committee  voted  to 
move  Mr  Beckett  from  his 
site,  but  the  stallholder  does 
not  intend  to  give  up  without 
a  fighL  He  has  proposed  four 
sits  to  the  council,  and  his 
supporters,  including  stu¬ 
dents  at  Emmanuel  College, 
are  signing  a  petition  on  his 
behalf. 

Mr  Pecketl’s  stall  offers 
drinks,  burgers,  hot  dogs, 
bacon  rolls  and  chicken  satay 
at  prices  between  30p  and 
IZ2Q.  Chips  and  onions  have 
never  been  on  the  menu 
because  of  the  fumes  lhey 
would  cause,  and  the 


stallholder  says  that  he  spent 
£5.000  last  year  on  new 
hotplates  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  smoke. 

Mr  Peckeo  has  been  paying 
£1,730  a  year  to  rent  his  pitch, 
and  claimed  that  the  college 
had  treated  him  unfairly.  He 
said  the  plants  were  more 
likely  to  have  been  killed  by 
traffic  pollution  or  by  last 
summer's  drought  than  hy 
any  fumes  from  his  stall. 

“It's  a  case  of  Big  Brother 
trying  to  push  the  little  man 
out.”  he  said.  “We  smell  their 
cooking  too. 

“I  do  not  think  they  are  veiy 
happy  about  a  lot  of  their 
students  coming  to  us  for  their 
dinner  rather  than  having  it 
in  college." 
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Your  favourite  supermarkets  are  usually  in  hot  competition.  On  one 
thing,  though,  they’re  in  total  agreement.  British  beef. 

Just  as  they  have  always  sold  it  with  the  utmost  confidence,  so  they 

continue  to  do  so. 

Roasts,  steaks,  stews,  mince,  burgers,  pies  or  sausages,  whatever  takes 
your  fancy,  you  can  share  their  confidence. 

Rest  assured,  your  trust  in  their  standards  is  trust  well  founded. 

What’s  more,  with  the  supermarkets  you  see  here 
tempting  you  with  some  tasty  offers,  there s  never  been  a 
better  time  to  tuck  in  and  enjoy. 

All  in  all,  the  signs  could  hardly  be  more  reassuring.  'Beef 
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Virgin  contends  rules  were  broken  when  Channel  5  television  licence  was  awarded 

PETER  NICHOLLS 

Remark  at  ^ ~  1 
party  may  ;X;:.V ■■■ 1  ad— 

*M  -g  RICHARD  BRANSO: 

I  r  All  J  ved  in  Marrakesh  ye 

■  I  ■  ■  m/  llriw  a  and  declared  his  atlem 

J  round  the  world  by 

would  be  “the  most  f: 

f  ■  !■  f  adventure  I  have  ev 

iV  channel 

▼  VltWlllIVl  ■rp*;-jr..  about  lhe  training  he 

.  y  r'Tayjy,.-.  ft-*  "■  IWO  fellow  halloo nis 

By  Alexandra  Frjean,  media  correspondent  ''  5>3^H  have  to  complete:  “The 


AN  OFF-THE-CUFF  remark 
made  at  a  children's  party  by 
the  television  executive  Greg 
Dyke  to  a  rival  Udder  for  the 
Channel  5  television  licence 
could  scupper  the  launch  of 
Britain's  fifth  terrestrial 
channel. 

Virgin  Television,  part  of 
Richard  Branson’s  entertain¬ 
ment  empire,  yesterday  laun¬ 
ched  a  legal  challenge  in  the 
High  Court  against  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Television  Commis¬ 
sion’s  decision  last  October  to 
award  the  fifth  channel  licence 
to  Channel  5  Broadcasting 
(CSB),  a  consortium  led  by  Mr 
Dyke  and  Lord  Hoi  lick,  the 
socialist  millionaire. 

Anthony  Scrivener,  QC  act¬ 
ing  for  Virgin  Television,  told 
Lord  Justice  Henry  and  Mr 
Justice  Turner  that  Virgin  — 
whose  licence  application  was 
turned  down  on  quality 
grounds  —  became  suspicious 
about  the  way  the  licence  was 
being  awarded  when  Jeremy 
Fox,  one  of  its  executives, 
bumped  into  Mr  Dyke  at  a 
children's  party  at  Alexandra 
Palace  in  north  London. 

The  event  was  held  five 
months  after  the  deadline  for 
submitting  Channel  5  bids. 
“He  |Mr  Fox]  was  told  by  Mr 
Dyke  that  they  had  funded 
their  application  up  to 
£200  million  and  had  to  put  in 


i 


Dyke  his  comment 
raised  questions 


a  further  EI00  million. ”  Mr 
Scrivener  said. 

Lord  Justice  Henry  pointed 
out  that  h  was  a  “disputed 
conversation"  but  Mr  Scriv¬ 
ener  explained  that  he  men¬ 
tioned  it  to  indicate  what  had 
sauted  Virgin's  challenge. 

Virgin,  whose  E22XI02.000 
cash  bid  for  the  licence  was 
identical  to  CSB^.  alleges  that 
letters  from  die  commission  to 
C5B  asking  for  “clarification" 
of  its  bid  prompted  C5B  to  add 
£100  million  to  its  business 
plan.  Mr  Scrivener  submitted 
documents  to  show  that  the 
commission  allowed  CSB  to 
sign  a  new  shareholders* 
agreement  to  this  effect  more 
than  four  months  after  the 
application  was  submitted. 

Mr  Scrivener  said  that  this 
was  “contrary  to  the  rules", 
which  state  that  the  applicant 
“can  only  enhance  his  applica¬ 
tion  after  it  has  been  submit¬ 
ted  if  there  is  a  material 
change  affecting  the  applicant 
(such  as  a  change  in  its 
corporate  structure]  and  then 
only  if  the  ITC  decides  such 
change  is  not  unfair  to  other 
applicants". 

Mr  Scrivener  also  chal¬ 
lenged  the  commission's  deci¬ 
sion  that  Virgin’s  programme 
proposals  did  not  pass  its 
quality  threshold.  He  told  the 
court  that  on  October  19  last 
year,  commission  members 
met  to  consider  papers  pre¬ 
pared  by  staff  which  recom¬ 
mended  that  Virgin  pass  the 
quality  lest.  “The  members 
met  again  on  October  25  when 
there  were  no  fresh  papers  to 
consider  and  held  that  Virgin 
had  failed  the  quality  thresh¬ 
old."  Mr  Scrivener  said.  “Vir¬ 
gin  daim  this  decision  was 
legally  unreasonable." 

Tlie  two  other  unsuccessful 
bidding  consortia.  New  Cen¬ 
tury  Television  and  UKTV, 
were  both  refused  permission 
to  bring^their  own  applies 
tints  V  for  judicial  review 
against  the  commission,  but 
yesterday  sought  to  make 
submissions  at  Virgin's  case. 

The  case  continues  today.  • 
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Survey  finds  third  of 
Surrey  women  abused 

By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


MIDDLE-CLASS  women  are 
as  Hkety  to  be  victims  of 
domestic  violence  as  those 
from  the  working  class,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  survey  published 
yesterday. 

A  thud  of  434  women 
questioned  in  Surrey,  the 
county  with  the  highest  di¬ 
vorce  rate,  had  been  attacked 
in  their  homes.  Almost  a 
quarter  had  been  beaten  up,  9 
per  cent  bad  had  their  lives 
threatened  and  5  per  cent  bad 
been  attacked  with  a  weapon. 

Nicola  Dornrny,  research 
assistant  at  the  Roehampton 
Institute  which  conducted  the 


study  with  Surrey  County 
Council,  said:  “Surrey  is  a 
largely  middle-class  area  and 
this  study  proves  that  domes¬ 
tic  violence  affects  all  classes 
and  ethnic  groups.” 

The  study  found  that  in 
addition  to  the  physical  inju¬ 
ries,  domestic  violence  caused 
16  per  cent  of  women  to  live  in 
constant  fear,  6  per  cent  woe 
suicidal  and  7  per  cent  suf¬ 
fered  depression. 

Almost  two  thirds  of  the 
victims  had  not  sought  help 
because  they  were  afraid, 
ashamed  or  considered  it  a 
private  matter. 
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Richard  Branson  donned  Moroccan  dress  yesterday  to  publicise  his  attempt  to  fly  round  the  world  in  a  balloon 


Branson  set 
for  ‘my  best 
adventure’ 

By  Oliver  Auhist 

RICHARD  BRANSON  arri¬ 
ved  in  Marrakesh  yesterday 
and  declared  his  attempt  to  Qy 
round  (he  world  by  balloon 
would  be  “the  most  fantastic 
adventure  l  have  ever  em¬ 
barked  on". 

The  Virgin  chairman  joked 
about  the  training  he  and  his 
two  fellow  balloonists  still 
have  to  complete:  “There  is  no 
other  exhibition  on  earth  that's 
ever  taken  off  with  people  who 
have  had  to  train  for  desert 
landings,  arctic  landings,  jun¬ 
gle  landings  and  sea  land¬ 
ings." 

Before  leaving  Britain  he 
sent  a  good  luck  card  to  Henk 
Brink,  his  Dutch  challenger. 
Mr  Branson  said:  “I  sent  him 
a  telegram  wishing  him  ail  the 
best  and  telling  him  whoever 
wins  has  to  pay  for  the  drinks 
and  the  party  to  celebrate." 

The  healed  and  pressurised 
Virgin  Global  Challenger 
capsule  is  being  assembled 
and  tested  in  a  Marrakesh 
military  base  before  being 
taken  to  the  launch  site  in  the 
Atlas  mountains  by  the  Mo¬ 
roccan  Army  later  this  week. 
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ONE  OF  BRITAIN'S  NUCLEAR  REACTORS 
HAS  JUST  VANISHED. 
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It  lWfd  to  stand  here  and  now  it’s  gone. 
For  thirty  years,  the  Universities  of 
Manchester  and  Liverpool's  research  reactor 
stood  on  this  spot.  But  not  anymore. 

The  mind  boggles.  Who  could  walk  off 
with  500  tonnes  of  nuclear  reactor? 

Who  would  have  such  technology;  and 
know-how?  There’s  only  one  possible  answer. 
Yes,  it  was  us. 

The  W  reacmr  core  was  cooled  and  we 
took  h  apart.  The  radioactive  foe!  dements 


were  packed  in  20  tonne  steel  flasks  and  sent 
to  be  reprocessed. 

From  the  one  to  the  outer  shielding,  the 
reactor  was  taken  to  bits  and  components 
disposed  of  safely  in  the  appropriate  waste 
storage  facilities. 

Even  the  building  has  been  dismantled 
and  the  two  acre  she  wX  soon  be  available 
for  commercial  or  industrial  development. 

BNFL  is  currently  involved  in  many 
iltfnmm  i^tionmg  projects  around  the  world. 


involving  reactors,  furl  production  plants, 
reprocessing  plants,  storage  ponds  and  sQos, 
and  tile  recovery  of  radioactive  materials  for 
safe  storage. 

These  facilities  -  very  different  from  one 

another  -  all  need  to  be  decommissioned 
safely,  just  as  the  Universities’  Reactor  has 
been.  Decommissioning  this  reactor  was 
something  some  people  might  tiiinlc  couldn’t 
be  done.  The  people  who  did  it  are  BNFL- 
To  find  out  more  about  what  we  do  and 


how  we  do  it,  please  come  and  see  us  ar  the 
Selhfield  Visitors  Centre  in  Cumbria. 

Or  if  you  would  like  to  receive 
further  information,  please  write  to 
Corporate  Communications,  BNFL,  RisJey 
Warrington,  Cheshire  WA3  6AS. 
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Organisers  challenge  politicians  over  threats  of  wider  curbs  on  satellite  coverage 

all  for  £5  sports  levy  on  BBC  licence  fee 


JAMES  MORGAN 


Eh-  Arthur  LevTHLEY 
and  John  Goodboi» 

A  FORMER  Tory  sports  min¬ 
ister  tailed  yesterday  for  a  £5 
“sports  levy"  to  be  added  to  the 
TV'  licence  fee  to  counter  the 
growing  competition  from  sat¬ 
ellite  broadcasters  in  covering 
tup  events. 

Speaking  at  a  London  con¬ 
ference  on  the  future  of  tele¬ 
vised  sport.  Robert  Atkins 
suggested  that  the  levy,  which 
would  raise  an  additional 

£100  million  a  year,  could 

create  a  new  sports  channel, 
jointly  owned  by  the  BBC  and 
1TV.  expanding  their  sports 
coverage. 

The  plan  received  a  mixed 
response  at  the  conference 
attended  by  more  than  ISO 
broadcasters,  sports  adminis¬ 
trators  and  MRs.  Hie  event, 
organised  by  the  national 
governing  bodies  of  football, 
basketball.  '.Ticket,  rugby 
union  and  by  British  Sky 
Broadcasting,  was  character¬ 
ised  by  a  series  uf  clashes  and 
debate  was  "hen  heated. 

Labour  and  Conservative 
MPs  used  the  platform  to 
accuse  senior  sports  adminis¬ 
trators  of  being  swayed  by 
financial  greed  in  selling  tele¬ 
vision  rights  to  die  satellite 
network  BSkyB.  partly  owned 
by  News  International,  owner 
of  The  Times.  They  demanded 
that  eight  listed  sports  events 
should  be  protected  for  cover¬ 
age  only  by  the  BBC  and  ITV. 

Leading  figures  in  sport 
countered  that  it  was  insulting 
to  suggest  that  the  sports 
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BSkyB  filming  the  England  rugby  team  in  training  yesterday;  Mr  Atkins  said  that  a  levy  could  create  a  sports  channel  to  be  operated  jointly  by  BBC  and  ITV 
ihould  nut  be  allowed  Government  in  1991.  arc  the  man  of  the  Tory  backbench  marketing  manager  of  the  events  is  an  anachronism.  The  “all  sorts  of  practical 


bodies  should  not  be  allowed 
to  decide  whether  events 
should  be  covered  by  terrestri¬ 
al  or  satellite  stations.  Sports 
bodies  are  united  in  opposing 
any  extension  lu  the  eight 
listed  events  which  currently 
cannot  be  be  shown  on  a  pay- 
per-view-  basis,  although  they 
can  be  on  a  subscription 
channel  such  as  BSkyB. 

The  listed  events,  which 
were  reduced  to  eight  by  the 


Government  in  1991.  arc  the 
Olympics,  the  Derby,  the 
Grand  National.  Wimbledon 
finals.  Test  matches  in  Eng¬ 
land.  the  football  World  Cup 
finals,  the  FA  Cup  and  Scot¬ 
tish  Cup  Finals.  Some  MPs 
want  to  extend  the  list  to 
include  events  such  as  the  Five 
Nations  rugby  union  champ¬ 
ionship  and  die  Ryder  Cup 
and  the  Open  Championship 
in  golf.  Nick  Hawkins,  chair¬ 


man  of  the  Tory  backbench 
sports  committee,  said:  "We 
have  to  make  sure  we  repre¬ 
sent  all  electors.” 

Trevor  Phillips,  commercial 
director  of  die  Football  Associ¬ 
ation.  which  has  recently  sold 
the  rights  for  the  FA  Cup  for 
£125  million  to  a  combination 
of  ITV'  and  Sky.  said  that 
during  the  19S0s  the  two 
terrestrial  channels  "operated 
as  a  cartel.”  Terry'  Blake,  the 


marketing  manager  of  the 
Test  and  County  Cricket 
Board,  said;  “Since  1994.  we 
have  doubled  our  exposure  to 
oOO  hours  of  cricket  on  tele¬ 
vision  and  trebled  our 
income.” 

That  money  had  been  used 
to  help  to  develop  the  grass 
roots  of  the  game,  he  said. 

David  Elstein.  the  head  of 
programming  for  BSkyB. 
said:  “The  list  of  restricted 
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events  is  an  anachronism.  The 
amount  of  sport  on  British 
television  since  Sky  Sports 
was  launched  in  April  1991  has 
quadrupled.  Sky  is  now  show¬ 
ing  more  than  9.000  hours 
every  year  —  but  only  about 
1  per  cent  of  that  has  been 
transferred  from  terrestrial 
channels.” 

Last  night  the  Department 
of  National  Heritage  said  Mr 
Atkins’s  levy  plan  would  pose 


“all  sorts  of  practical 
difficulties". 

John  Major  said  this  month 
that  curbs  on  satellite  screen¬ 
ing  were  being  considered. 

Will  Wyatt,  the  managing 
director  of  BBC  Television, 
who  was  not  among  the 
delegates  at  the  conference, 
said  yesterday;  “Events  of 
national  significance  should 
be  available  to  everyone.  They 
are  part  of  our  heritage." 


Four  convicted 
of  Scream  theft 

By  Dalya  Alberge,  arts  correspondent 


FOUR  Norwegians  were  con¬ 
victed  yesterday  of  the  theft  of 
The  Scream  by  Edvard 
Munch,  stolen  from  the  Oslo 
National  Museum  in  1994  and 
recovered  with  the  help  of 
Scotland  Yard’s  art  and  an¬ 
tiques  squad. 

At  the  end  of  a  three-month 
trial,  the  suspected  master¬ 
mind  Pal  Enger.  28.  a  football¬ 
er,  was  sentenced  by  the  Oslo 
City  Court  to  six  years  and 
three  months  in  prison-  The 
four  were  also  convicted  of 
attempting  to  sell  stolen  prop¬ 
erty.  William  Asheim,  20,  and 
Bjorn  Grytdal.  2S.  were  sen¬ 
tenced  to  four  years  and  nine 
months  in  prison,  and  Jan 
Olsen.  50,  was  given  two  years 
and  eight  months  for  charges 
that  included  attempting  to 
sell  stolen  property.  * 

In  the  theft  of  The  Scream, 
valued  at  £40  million,  two 
thieves  climbed  a  ladder, 
broke  a  window  and  made  off 
with  the  painting  in  50  sec¬ 
onds.  They  left  a  postcard 
saying;  “Thanks  for  the  poor 
security.”  In  an  undercover 
operation,  two  British  officers 
posed  as  a  representative  of  an 
art  foundation  wanting  to  buy 
the  painting  and  a  minder 
protecting  both  the  buyer  and 
his  money. 

They  called  themselves 
"Chuck”  and  “Sid"  and  agreed 


to  buy  the  painting  for  about 
$500,000  (£325.000). 

A  meeting  was  set  up  in  the 
car  park  of  a  motorway  rest 
area.  “Sid”  and  two  of  the 
thieves  remained  in  a  hotel 
room  with  the  money,  await¬ 
ing  a  phone  call  from  “Chuck” 
telling  him  to  hand  over  the 
money  once  he  had  seen  the 
painting.  "Chuck”  did  just 
that,  but  he  also  called  Detec¬ 
tive  Chief  Inspector  John  But¬ 
ler.  head  of  the  arts  and 
antiques  squad  at  the  time: 
Norwegian  police  made  the 
necessary  arrests. 

Next  Tuesday.  BBC!  will 
screen  an  Omnibus  pro¬ 
gramme  on  the  case  in  which 
Enger  protests  his  innocence. 


The  Scream  by  Edvard 
Munch,  valued  at  £40m 


Dead  man 
lay  in 
flat  for 
nine  months 

The  body  of  a  75-yea rold  man 
lay  undiscovered  in  his  flat  for 
nine  months  while  council 
officers  continued  to  send  out 
rent  arrears  and  eviction  no¬ 
tices.  an  inquest  w  told 
yesterday.  Bailiffs  found  the 
remains  of  Arthur  Bland  in 
Maida  Vale,  west  London,  in 
September  1994. 

Westminster  City  Council 
has  subsequently  ordered  full 
inquiries  to  be  made  six 
weeks  after  a  tenant’s  first 
arrears.  Dr  Paul  Knapmaa 
the  Westminster  Coroner,  re¬ 
corded  an  open  verdict 

Student’s  body  is 
found  at  Oxford 

The  parents  of  a  student 
found  dead  at  Magdalen  Coll¬ 
ege.  Oxford,  were  last  night 
travelling  from  their  home  in 
Berlin.  Lais  Day,  20.  reading 
politics,  philosophy  and  eco¬ 
nomics,  was  president  of  the 

S' common  room.  He  was 
with  a  plastic  bag  over 
his  head. 

Body  identified 

The  body  of  a  woman  found 
in  woodland  near  Fareham. 
Hampshire,  was  that  of  Janet 
Cooper,  58.  who  went  missing 
on  November  26.  Police  said 
there  appeared  to  be  no 
suspicious  circumstances. 

Bus  death 

Beryl  Hunt,  53,  died  from 
head  injuries  after  failing  in 
the  aisle  of  a  bus  that  braked 
suddenly  to  avoid  a  dog.  an 
inquest  at  Huddersfield,  West 
Yorkshire,  was  told.  Verdict 
accidental  death. 

Father  missing 

A  Rail  track  executive  who 
disappeared  after  leaving 
home  to  visit  London  by  train 
more  than  a  week  ago  is  still 
missing.  Peter  Monaghan  4S, 
of  Solihull,  West  Midlands,  is 
married  with  four  children. 

Cannabis  arrests 

Three  people  were  arrested 
when  about  450  cannabis 
plants  worth  an  estimated 
£100,000  were  seized  in  a  raid 
on  a  “drugs  factofy"  in 
Highbridge,  Somerset/ 

Waste  of  time 

A  lifeboat  sent  to  the  aid  of 
what  was  reported  to  be  a 
dinghy  on  fire  a  mile  off 
Walton  on  the  Naze,  Essex, 
found  a  bright  orange  wheelie 
bin  ablaze. 

Piped  music 

Sir  Colin  Davis,  principal 
conductor  of  the  London  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra,  has  been 
elected  the  32nd  Pipesmoker 
of  the  Year  by  The 
Pipesmokers*  Council. 


Finchley  Children's  Music 
Group  (photograph,  January 
15)  is  trained  by  a  group  of 
professional  musicians,  not 
by  volunteers. 


Parish  sees  red  over  Orange 


A  VICAR  has  upset  parishio¬ 
ners  and  Christian  groups  by 
approving  the  use  of  his 
church  as  an  aerial  for  a 
mobile  telephone  company. 
They  say  they  are  appalled  by 
the  prospect  of  mobile  phone 
users,  who  include  drug  deal¬ 
ers  and  criminals,  sending 
their  calls  via  a  House  of  God. 

The  Rev  David  Wills  said 
that  if  die  plan  for  Mossley 
Hill  parish  church  in  Liver¬ 
pool  to  be  used  by  Orange  was 
anything  other  than  morally 
responsible,  he  would  not 
contemplate  being  part  of  it. 


and  said  “normal  phones  were 
used  for  drug  deals". 

In  November.  Mr  Wills 
refused  to  allow  a  British 
Legion  Remembrance  Day  pa¬ 
rade  to  finish  at  the  church. 
He  would  not  allow  “outside 
groups  to  determine  what 
happens  in  the  House  of  God". 

Maureen  BrindJe,  52,  a 
member  of  the  local  British 
Legion,  said  of  the  aerial:  “It 
goes  against  everything  he  has 
said  in  the  past  about  outside 
groups  using  the  church.  This 
is  so  hypocritical.  Folk  will  be 
praying  to  God  in  the  church 


and  above  their  heads  the 
aerial  on  the  tower  will  be 
doing  the  work  of  the  Devil." 

Geoff  Barlow,  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Council  for  Christian 
Standards  in  Society,  said:  “1 
am  surprised  and  appalled  by 
the  idea  and  one  would  hope  it 
never  becomes  a  reality." 

Mr  Wills,  who  urgently 
needs  E3XLOOQ  for  building 
work,  will  receive  “a  few 
thousand  pounds"  a  year  for 
an  aerial  and  relay  dish  on  the 
church  tower  if  the  plan  is 
approved  by  the  Liverpool 
Diocesan  Council 
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Airline  tickets  and  £4,000  phone  bills  helped  to  push  the  Duchess  of  York  into  debt 


overseas 


trips  dissipates 
royal  bank  balance 


THE  Duchess  of  York’s  pen¬ 
chant  for  exotic  foreign  trips 
has  earned  her  a  reputation 
for  profligacy  and  proved  a 
big  drain  on  her  finances. 
Only  the  best  hotel  rooms  in 
the  smartest  resorts  will  do  for 
the  Duchess,  who  is  known  to 
rely  on  the  generosity  of 
friends  and  contacts  to  finance 
some  of  her  trips. 

Her  roost  recent  foreign 
holiday  was  to  Australia, 
where  she  visited  her  aster 
Jane  Leudecke  in  Sydney  and 
then  flew  on  to  Melbourne  to 
watch  Thomas  Muster,  an 
acclaimed  tennis  player,  at  a 
practice  session. 

The  Duchess  decided  to 
divert  to  Melbourne  an  the 
spur  of  the  moment  two  weeks 
ago  when  she  met  Mr  Muster 
at  a  party  during  a  charily  trip 
to  Qatar.  She  flew  from  the 
Gulf  to  Australia  at  her  own 
expense,  was  given  a  courtesy 
upgrade  to  first  da«,  and 
stayed  in  a  five-star  hotel  She 
returned  home  last  week. 

Although  other  members  of 
the  Royal  Family  enjoy  fre¬ 
quent  stints  away  from  their 
offices,  sketching  holidays  in 
Scotland  attract  little  press 
interest 

The  Duchess's  tuning  can 
be  unfortunate:  when  her 
complaints  that  she  was  hard 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

up  were  published  in  Hello! 
last  summer,  die  Duchess  was 
an  holiday  in  Bermuda  with 
her  daughters.  It  later 
emerged  that  the  holiday  was 
funded  by  Robert  Stigwood.  a 
musical  impresario,  -who  is  a 
good  Mend. 

The  Duchess's  epic  break  in 
Thailand  and  Indonesia  after 
her  separation  from  the  Duke 
of  York  in  1992  is  estimated  to 
have  run  to  six  figures.  She 
then  flew  on  to  Australia. 

Between  due  summers  of 
1993  and  1994,  die  Duchess 
enjoyed  six  holidays,  includ¬ 
ing  a  stint  trekking  on  the 
lower  slopes  of  Everest  That 
trip  was  partly  paid  for  by  a 
charity  and  is  estimated  to 
have  cost  £10,000. 

The  Duchess  took  five  trips 
over  the  following  12  months 
including  a  visit  to  Kenya.  She 
usually  takes  two  skiing  holi¬ 
days  each  year,  to  Verbier  and 
Kktsters.  But  so  far  this  year 
she  has  been  absent  from  the 
slopes,  reportedly  to  cut  down 
spending. 

In  June  last  year,  the  Duch¬ 
ess,  visited  Los  Angeles  and 
stayed  at  one  of  the  city's  most 
expensive  hotels,  die  Bd  Air. 
where  rooms  start  at  £200 
with  suites  costing  £1,800  a 

night. 

The  Duchess's  shopping 


Kingsboume.  the  Duchess's  latest  home 


prowess  is  legendary:  on  a 
recent  trip  to  New  York  she  is 
said  to  have  spent  £3,000  on  20 
pairs  of  shoes  during  a  half- 
hour  shopping  spree.  She  flew 
to  America  on  Concorde, 
which  costs  £5.000  for  a  return 
fare. 

While  she  has  claimed  to  be 
cutting  back  on  unnecessary 
expenses,  the  Duchess,  spent 
£10,000  on  dothes  in  one 
month  last  year.  She  chose 
outfits  from  Isabell  Krist- 
ensen,  a  Danish  designer, 
handbags  by  Anya  Hind- 
march  and  shoes  from  Jimmy 
Choo.  Hindmarch  bags  cost 
between  £250  and  £400  and 
Quxft  shoes  about  £200. 

The  Duchess’s  generosity  is 
another  cause  of  financial 
problems.  When  she  moved 
into  Kingsboume.  an  eight- 
bedroomed  Victorian  house  in 
Wentworth,  Surrey.  last  year, 
she  threw  a  champagne  party 
for  150  people.  The  celebra¬ 
tions,  which  cost  same  £3,000, 
were  designed  to  thank  the 
decorators,  removal  men, 
builders  and  estate  agents 
who  had  helped  her  to  move 
from  Romenda  Lodge. 

The  house  was  completely 
redecorated  before  the  Duch¬ 
ess  moved  in  and  the  rent  is  an 
estimated  £6,000  a  month. 
The  Duchess  employs  a 
butler,  driver,  cook,  nanny, 
housekeeper,  dresser  and  a 
staff  of  three  assistants  in  her 
private  office.  The  wages  bill  is 
said  to  be  about  £32.000  a 
month. 

Her  hair  is  cut  by  Nicky 
Clarke,  who  charges  £180  a 
session.  The  Duchess  is,  how¬ 
ever,  visiting  him  less  fre¬ 
quently  as  an  economy 
measure. 

Membership  of  the  Went¬ 
worth  Club,  ho*  gym,  and 
paying  for  personal  sessions 
with  her  fitness  trainer,  are 
estimated  to  cost  about  £3,000 
a  year. 

One  of  her  most  extravagant 
expenses  is  the  telephone  —  a 
characteristic  she  shares  with 
her  sister-in-law,  the  Princess 
of  Wales.  The  quarterly  hill  is 
said  to  be  £4,000. 


Work  and  play:  the  Duchess  promoting  Budgie  in  New  York,  and  in  KJosters.  a  trip  that  she  has  forgone  this  year,  reportedly  to  cut  costs 

Still  waiting  for  riches  from  book  deals 


By  Emma  Wilkins 
and  Jon  Ashworth 

THE  financial  affairs  of  the 
Duchess  of  York  have  fasci¬ 
nated  the  public  and  the  pres 
since  her  dose  relationship 
with  her  adviser  was  dis¬ 
closed  four  years  ago.  It  was 
John  Bryan,  the  American 
business  consultant,  who 
helped  the  Duchess  to  negoti¬ 
ate  deals  in  the  early  1990s 
that  were  meant  to  secure  her 
financial  future. 

Mr  Bryan  no  longer  figures 
in  the  Duchess's  personal 
affairs.  The  Duchess,  who 
gave  up  her  publishing  job 
when  she  married  the  Duke 
ofYorkin  1986,  hoped  that  she 
would  make  millions  from 
her  books  about  Budgie  the 
Little  Helicopter  after  her 
separation  in  1992.  But  the 
expected  royalties  have  not 


Bryan:  helped  with 
contract  negotiations 

materialised,  partly  because 
of  an  unfavourable  business 
contract  according  to  a  recent 
interview  with  the  Duchess  in 
Hello!  That  magazine  is 
another  lucrative  source  of 
income  For  the  Duchess,  who 


has  appeared  ten  times  in 
photographic  features. 

It  has  been  forecast  that 
Sleepy  Kids,  the  company 
which  owns  the  worldwide 
TV’  and  merchandising  rights 
for  Budgie,  would  earn  about 
£800.000  from  television  and 
merchandising  in  the  United 
States  this  year.  The  Duchess 
is  unlikely  to  receive  a  share 
of  more  than  20  per  cent, 
which  would  bring  her  an 
income  this  year  of  £160.000. 

The  longer-term  future  may 
be  brighter  Sleepy  Kids  said 
it  was  "not  outrageous'’  to  talk 
of  earnings  of  £300  million 
from  sales  in  the  United 
Slates  over  five  years  after  a 
contract  was  signed  last  July 
to  screen  the  Budgie  adven¬ 
tures  on  American  television. 

The  Duchess  promoted 
Budgie  products  at  Blooming- 
dale’s  department  store  in 


New  York  during  the  lucra¬ 
tive  Christmas  shopping 
period. 

On  her  separation  from  the 
Duke,  the  Duchess  received 
an  estimated  £2  million  settle¬ 
ment  but  most  of  the  sum  is  in 
trust  for  their  daughters.  Prin¬ 
cess  Beatrice  and  Princess 
Eugenie. 

The  Duke,  whose  civil  list 
payment  of  £249.000  is  re¬ 
funded  to  fiie  Treasury  by  the 
Queen,  earns  £30,544  as  a 
Lieutenant-Commander  in 
the  Royal  Navy.  Eighty  per 
cent  of  his  civil  list  income 
goes  on  staff  costs,  but  he  is 
said  to  contribute  handsome¬ 
ly  towards  the  costs  of  his 
children. 

An  estimated  £10,000  a  year 
is  spoil  on  the  daughters’ 
education  and  £15,000  a  year 
is  contributed  towards  the 
£72.000  cost  of  the  Duchess's 


rented  home  in  Wentworth. 
Surrey. 

The  Duchess  hopes  to  make 
more  money  from  (wo  books 
on  Queen  Victoria,  Travels 
with  Queen  Victoria  (1991) 
and  Victoria  and  Albert  Life 
at  Osborne  House  (1993).  A 
film  on  the  fife  of  the  young 
Queen  Victoria  is  planned  by 
20th  Century  Fox. 

Other  financial  plans  in¬ 
clude  a  deal  with  Bantam 
Doubleday  Dell  in  New  York 
to  write  two  children’s  books 
about  a  girl  called  Amanda 
who  travels  around  the  world. 
The  Duchess  is  negotiating 
with  Tri-Star  pictures  for  an 
option  on  her  story  Heather 
Blaze,  the  adventures  of  two 
mares  with  parallel  but  very 
different  lives. 

'  Elizabeth's  Story,  page  15 
Diary,  page  16 
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Court  throws  out 
woman’s  cash  plea 

in  vasectomy  case 

By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent 


r*. 


m. 


A  WOMAN  should  not  cake 
for  granted  a  lover's  assurance 
that  he  cannot  make  her 
pregnant  after  a  vasectomy, 
the  Cdurt  of  Appeal  said 
yesterday. 

It  threw  out  a  damages 
claim  against  the  British  Preg¬ 
nancy  Advisory  Service  by 
Alison  Goodwill,  4S.  a  teacher 
from  Oxford  who  became 
pregnant  by  her  married  lov¬ 
er.  Mr  Justice  Thorpe  and 
Lord  Justice  Peter  Gibson 
allowed  an  appeal  by  r he  clinic 
against  Oxford  County 
Court's  refusal  last  March  ro 
dismiss  Mrs  Goodwill's  claim 
as  being  “frivolous  or 
vexatious". 

Lord  Justice  Gibson  said  he 
was  left  in  no  doubt  that  Judge 
Paul  Clark  had  been  wrong  ar 
the  County  Court  not  to  strike 
out  die  action.  He  said  that 
Mrs  Goodwill,  who  was  mar¬ 
ried  with  one  son.  but  who 
later  divorced,  met  Ross 
MacKinlay,  a  married  man, 
in  March  IQ8S  and  began 
having  sex  with  him  a  month 
later.  She  had  had  her  contra¬ 
ceptive  coil  removed  after 
being  told  by  Mr  MacKinlay 
that  he  had  undergone  a 
vasectomy. 

But  in  April  1089  she  discov¬ 
ered  she  was  pregnant  and 
gave  birth  to  a  baby  daughter 
in  November.  Later  she 


launched  her  claim  against 
the  clinic  on  the  basis  that  it 
had  failed  to  give  adequate 
warning  of  the  possibility  of 
Mr  MacKinlays  vasectomy 
reversing  itself  naturally.  She 
claimed  she  suffered  loss  and 
damage  because  of  the  oast  of 
the  birth,  her  daughter's  up¬ 
bringing  and  loss  of  income. 

Mr  Justice  Thorpe  said:  “A 
woman  exploring  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  sexual  relationship 
with  a  new  partner  takes 
much  on  rrust  before  experi¬ 
ence  corroborates  or  exposes 
his  assurances.  Her  responsi¬ 
bility  is  to  protect  herself 


*•*  ’  ...V*. 


Thorpe:  urged  women 
to  take  impartial  advice 


against  unwanted  conception 
and  to  take  independent  ad¬ 
vice  on  whatever  facts  he 
presents." 

Lord  Justice  Gibson  said 
there  was  no  way  the  clinic 
could  have  owed  any  duty  of 
care  to  Mrs  Goodwill  or  that  it 
could  have  known  that  its 
advice  to  Mr  MacKinlay 
would  be  communicated  to 
her  and  relied  on  as  a  warran¬ 
ty  of  permanent  infertility,  “ft 
could  know  nothing  ahout  the 
likely  course  of  action  of  future 
sexual  partners  of  Mr 
MacKinlay,"  the  judge  said. 
“At  that  time  it  had  no 
knowledge  of  her,  she  was  not 
an  existing  sexual  partner  of 
Mr  MacKinlay  but  was  mere¬ 
ly,  like  any  other  woman  in  the 
world,  a  potential  future  sexu¬ 
al  partner  of  his. 

“It  is  beyond  belief  that  in 
ceasing  to  use  any  con  Ira  cep- 
rive  method  this  mature  edu¬ 
cated  woman  was  induced  by 
and  relied  on  Mr  MacKinlay’s 
bare  assertion  to  her  that  he 
could  not  have  any  more 
children."  She  had  been 
warned  by  her  own  GP  of  the 
possible  risk  of  Mr  MacKin- 
lay's  vasectomy  reversing  it¬ 
self  and  her  becoming 
pregnant,  he  said.  “She  took 
that  risk." 

Body  and  Mind,  page  16 
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Workmen  checking  a  znulUmfllion- 
pound  sewage  pipe  before  opening  H 
to  the  public  —  literally  —  at  the 
weekend.  The  pipe,  which  has  been 
installed  20  metres  below  the  seabed 
off  Whitley  Bay,  Tyne  and  Wear,  goes 
into  use  next  month.  Before  then. 
Northumbrian  Water  is  offering 
1.500  local  people  the  chance  of  a 
guided  walk  along  its  3.4  kilometres 
after  the  official  opening  by  Carol 
Vordennan  from  Channel  4's  Count- 


Water  firm  offers  undersea 
guided  tour  as  a  pipe-opener 


down  programme.  The  sewer,  which 
mil  collect  contaminated  storm  water 
from  the  North  Tyneside  area  and 
pump  it  out  to  sea.  is  part  of  a  £150 
million  programme  designed  to  im¬ 
prove  bathing  waters  from  Cleveland 


to  the  Scottish  borders.  David 
Chariton,  the  project  manager,  said: 
"We  decided  to  offer  people  who  live 
here  a  chance  to  go  for  a  walk 
through  the  pipe  so  they  can  take  in  at 
first  hand  how  complex  this  work  has 


been.  For  three  years  they  have  pul  up 
with  a  lot  of  disturbance  as  the 
engineering  has  taken  place,  but 
many  people  cannot  appreciate  just 
how  involved  the  project  was  because 
much  of  it  has  taken  place  under¬ 
ground.  We  thought  Carol  Vor- 
derman  would  be  the  perfect  person 
to  open  the  tunnel  because  she  is  well 
known  for  having  a  good  head  on  her 
shoulders  and  she  also  has  a  masters 
degree  in  engineering." 


THE  COMPUTER  SUPERSTORE 


HURRY  ENDS SOON! 


SAVE  £1.00 


interest 
free 
,  option 

I  ON  ALL 

f  desktop 
and 

PORTABLE 
PCs 


Science  press  ‘got 
Pill  story  wrong’ 

By  Nigel  Hawkes.  science  editor 
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THE  press  did  “an  excellent 
job"  or  alerting  women  to  new 
inforraatiom  about  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  contraceptive  pills, 
according  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Safety  of 
Medicines.  It  was  die  scientific 
press,  he  .  says,  who  got  it 
wrong. 

The  committee  caused  con¬ 
troversy  in  October  when  it 
issued  new  advice  indicating 
that  some  newer  brands  of  the 
Pitl  had  higher  risks  of  stroke 
than  older  ones.  The  commit¬ 
tee  was  criticised  by  some  for 
issuing  the  advice  before  the 
data  on  which  it  was  based 
had  been  published. 

In  a  letter  in  Nature,  Profes¬ 
sor  Michael  Rawlins  says  that 
the  committee  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  chat  the  lay  press  might 
publish  misleading  scare  sto¬ 
ries.  He  says;  "The  conse¬ 
quence.  would  have  been 
unplanned  pregnancies,  an 
increase  in  foe  abortion  rate 
and  the  various  risks  that 
these  entail.  In  fact,  the  jay 
press  did  an  excellent  job  of 
ref»rtirig  accurately  the  rele¬ 


vant  brands,  and  of  passing 
on  our  message  that  no  one 
need  stop  taking  oral  contra¬ 
ceptives.  In  contrast  to  our 
expectations,  it  was  the  scien¬ 
tific  press  that  failed  to  get  the 
facts  right." 

He  is  critical  of  Nature, 
which  quoted  incorrect  figures 
for  the  absolute  risk  of  stroke, 
and  of  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  which  also  published 
inaccurate  figures. 

Once  the  risk  estimates 
quoted  in  a  Nature  editorial 
are  corrected,  “the  whole 
thrust  of  the  leading  article, 
that  foe  CSM  acted  unneces¬ 
sarily,  becomes  untenable". 
Professor  Rawlins  writes. 

He  defends  the  way  the 
announcement  was  made.  Na¬ 
ture's  claim  chat  sudden  an¬ 
nouncements  will  almost 
always  cause  panic  is  extraor¬ 
dinary,  he  says.  “The  press 
notice  emphasised  that  there 
was  no  need  to  panic,  and  this 
was  dearly  explained  on  Brit¬ 
ish  television.  How  on  earth 
can  an  announcement  like  this 
be  made  gradually?" 
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THE  COMPUTER  SUPERSTORE 


Sita  would  be 
glad  to  collect 
her  water  from 
a  stand  pipe 
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Recandy.  thousands  d.  ifeopte  w  the  UK  had  to  cMfled 
their  water  bom  stand  pipes  and  water' ^tankers  -  and  lhaft 
exaettv  what  Sea  and  her  cammuntty  would  Hke  id  do. 

Became,  far  many  people  in  tf»  devetopdnfl’  world, 
the  only  sources  at  water  are  poHutod  ponds  and  rivers 
many  m«es  away. 

H  you  sponwr  a  child  Sue  ttwxi^i  ACTION ajd, 
we  could  wort  closely  u4th  the  child's  asmtunffy  to  provide 
a  permanent  source  o!  sate,  dean  water  close  to  the  vflage. 
Beades  mpKtmg  then  tea#',  f  vrauW  give  chitdren  lima 
to  go  10  school  and  allow  mothers  to  earn  true  awn  income. 

Please  sponsor  a  child,  and  give  a  community  and  ds 
children  some  at  the  tfwKjs  m  fsfce  for  granfrM. 
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Chancellor  attacks  expansion 


MICHAEL  POWELL 


Drop  in  university 
applicants  reverses 
decade  of  growth 


By  David  Charter,  education  correspondent 


DEMAND  far  university 
places  has  fallen  for  the  first 
time  since  the  Government 
launched  its  massive  expan¬ 
sion  of  higher  education  ten 
years  ago. 

The  number  of  applications 
is  down  by  almost  5.000  this 
year  in  spite  of  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  18-year-olds. 
The  fall,  and  the  rising  num¬ 
ber  of  dropouts  reported  this 
week  by  vice-chancellors,  is 
expected  to  make  ft  easier  for 
candidates  to  gain  a  university 
place  this  autumn. 

The  Universities  and  Col¬ 
leges  Admissions  Service 
(Ucas)  said  349.941  people  had 
applied  for  places  by  January 
12,  1.5  per  cent  down  on  last 
year. 

The  figures  emerged  as  the 
chancellor  of  a  leading  techno¬ 
logical  university  condemned 
the  higher-education  expan¬ 
sion  strategy.  Sir  John  Mason, 
of  the  University  of  Man-. 
Chester  Institute  of  Science 
and  Technology,  said:  “The 
decision  to  greatly  expand 
higher  education  before  at¬ 
tending  to  the  schools  was  like 
adding  an  extra  storey  to  a 
house  with  crumbling  founda¬ 
tions.  It  makes  no  sense. 

“Since  the  war.  schools  have 
been  used  as  a  political  foot¬ 
ball  rattier  than  in  their  prop¬ 
er  role  of  implanting  the 
discipline,  knowledge  and 
skills  required  by  our 
workforce." 

Teenagers  were  leaving 
school  “illiterate,  innurnerate, 
inarticulate  and  incapable  of 
earning  a  living"  because  of 


government  spending  cues. 
Sir  John  said  in  his  last  public 
address  before  retiring  as 
chancellor. 

He  was  against  lowering 
university  entrance  standards, 
however.  He  said  that  in 
demanding  subjects  such  as 
mathematics,  physics  and 
chemistry  the  number  of  well- 
qualified  applicants  so  Far  that 
“large  and  famous  depart¬ 
ments  that  formerly  demand¬ 
ed  three  As  ar  advanced  level 
are  now  glad  to  accept  2  Bs 
and  a  C  and  offer  remedial 
teaching  in  mathematics. 

"If  our  standards  are 
allowed  to  fall,  the  rapidly 
developing  countries  will 
cease  to  send  their  students 
here  for  training.  This  could 
have  serious  consequences  not 
only  for  the  reputation  and 
finances  of  our  universities 


far  universities  wfll 


be  oversubscribed 


but  for  investment  in  Britain 
as  a  whole." 

Jess  Enderby.  of  Ucas.  said: 
“1  do  noi  think  there  will  be 
any  problem  for  appropriately 
qualified  applicants  to  get  into 
university  this  year.  However, 
the  popular  universities  and 
courses  will  always  be  more 
difficult  to  get  into." 

Mr  Enderby  added:  “There 
are  still  a  lot  of  students  being 
influenced  by  the  financial 
hardship  factor  and  possibly 
that,  combined  with  the  im¬ 
proving  job  situation,  is  keep¬ 
ing  more  people  away." 

Figures  suggest  demand  for 
higher  education  may  have 
reached  a  plateau.  There  were 
■402,97s  applicants  in  (994,  the 
year  of  ■  merged  polytechnic 
and  university  application 
bodies,  and  40S.991  last  year. 
Applications  to  the  Universi¬ 
ties’  Central  Council  on  Ad¬ 
missions  rose  steadily  from 
1987  to  1993  after  a  fall  of 
nearly  3,000  in  1980. 

Ucas  has  yet  to  analyse  this 
year’s  figures  but  there  are 
signs  that  some  of  the  biggest 
rises  in  applications  have  been 
at  colleges  of  higher  education 
rather  than  ai  new  universi¬ 
ties. 

A  total  of  290.596  students 
gained  a  place  ai  university 
last  year,  bringing  the  total 
full-time  student  population  to 
more  than  a  million.  50  per 
cent  higher  than  in  1989. 
Further  growth  is  officially  on 
hold  while  Gillian  Shephard, 
the  Education  Secretary,  con¬ 
ducts  a  review'  of  the  future  of 
higher  education. 


Hannah  Goring  of  Bonhams  holds  the  Hercules,  with  Venus,  left,  and  a  Eurydice.  right  Below,  a  rare  picture  of  Miss  Adams  in  younger  days 


Charity  sale  for  recluse’s  £3m  hoard  pflgi 


By  DalyaAl serge. 

ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 


ART  treasures  worth  an  estimated 
£3  million  are  to  he  auctioned  for  charity 
on  behalf  of  a  mysterious  recluse.  The 
auctioneer  Bonhams  says  that  hardly 
anything  is  known  about  Sylvia  Phillis 
Adams,  aged  88,  who  spent  her  life 
building  up  the  collection. 

It  is  known  that  she  worked  for 
London  art  dealers  during  the  late  1920s 
and  1930s,  and  eventually  set  up  her  own 


business,  buying  at  all  the  top  London 
auction  houses.  She  never  married, 
became  a  recluse  about  20  years  ago  and 
is  now  confined  to  a  nursing  home  by 
Alzheimer’s  disease.  Following  her  wish¬ 
es  that  the  collection  was  to  be  left  to 
charily,  her  doctor  has  joined  her 
accountant  and  lawyer  in  founding  a 
trust  that  will  benefit  various  causes, 
including  the  poor  and  children. 

The  800  works  of  art  include  300 
Renaissance  plaqueties.  and  a  number  of 
rare  Renaissance  bronzes.  There  is  a 


1500s  image  of  Hercules  attributed  to 
Antico.  the  court  sculptor  to  the  Gonza- 
gas  of  Mantua,  and  a  1690s  Venus  and 
Cupid  by  Hubert  Gerhard,  court  sculptor 
of  Munich.  The  Antico  sculpture  alone  is 
expected  for  fetch  more  than  £1  million, 
but  such  is  his  rarity  on  the  market  that  a 
value  is  virtually  impossible  to  seL. 

Little  is  known  about  the  owner’s 
family  background.  Bonhams  believes 
that  M  iss  Adams  came  from  a  “well-to-do 
family"  as  her  father  appears  to  have 
worked  only  as  a  lay  preacher. 


Audit  Office  gives  warning 
of  nursery  voucher  fraud 


FRIDGE 


AND 


FREEZER 


By  Our  Education  Correspondent 


SECURITY  measures  are 
being  brought  in  to  combat 
fears  of  a  black  market  in 
nursery  school  vouchers.  An 
Audit  Commission  report  due 
out  next  month  wifi  caution 
against  the  dangers  of  fraud  in 
the  four  pilot  areas  where  the 
scheme  is  being  run-  from 
Easter,  before  going  national 
next  year. 

Vouchers  worth  £U00  are 
due  to  be  delivered  next  month 
and.  from  April,  parents  of 
four-year-olds  in  the  London 
boroughs  of  Wandsworth. 
Westminster  and  Kensington 
and  Chelsea,  and  in  Norfolk, 
will  be  entitled  to  exchange 
them  for  education  at  ap¬ 
proved  nurseries.  The  Audit 


Commission  yesterday  con¬ 
firmed  its  caution  about  a 
potential  black  market  in 
vouchers,  to  be  reported  to¬ 
night  on  BBC2  in  First  Sight 
in  the  South  East 

The  Department  for  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Employment  said 
measures  were  already 
planned.  Applications  would 
be  checked  against  child  bene¬ 
fit  records,  to  ensure  they  only 
went  to  parents  with  children 
of  the  right  age.  Parents  would 
be  required  to  provide  proof  of 
identity  if  their  address  dif¬ 
fered  from  that  on  records. 

Each  voucher  would  bear 
the  child’s  name  and  a  serial 
number.  Capita  Management 
Services,  which  was  running 


the  scheme,  would  check  when 
each  voucher  was  redeemed 
that  the  name  and  serial 
number  matched  its  records. 
Vouchers  would  contain  sec¬ 
urity  features,  like  bank  notes, 
to  guard  against  counter¬ 
feiting. 

Ministers  have  already  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  scheme 
may  run  into  difficulties 
because  of  a  lack  of  nurseries. 
Robin  Squire,  an  Education 
Minister,  has  admitted  that 
some  parents  may  find  there 
are  not  enough  nursery'  places 
—  private,  voluntary  or  local 
authority  —  to  meet  their  new 
entitlement.  The  Government 
is  confident  any  shortage  will 
be  overcome  by  fresh  supply. 
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Yorkshire  Tories  divided  over  ex-Chancellor 


Lamont  looks  north 
in  his  quest  for 
a  political  lifeline 

By  James  Landale,  political  reporter 


NORMAN  LAMONTS  polit¬ 
ical  future  will  be  at  stake 
tomorrow  night  when  he  tries 
to  persuade  the  Tory  faithful 
in  Harrogate  and  Knares- 
borough  to  select  him  as  their 
general  election  candidate. 

Party  activists  in  the  North 
Yorkshire  seat  appear  divided 
over  whether  or  not  the  former 
Chancellor  will  provide  them 
with  the  best  chance  of  head¬ 
ing  off  a  strong  challenge  front 
the  Liberal  Democrats. 

Mr  Lamont  has  reached  the 
Grtal  shurtJivr  of  rlirre  after  at 
least  12  attempts  at  winning  a 
seat  since  his  Kingston-upon- 
Thames  constituency  was 
abolished  by  boundary 
changes.  Harrogate,  one  of 
Britain’s  first  spa  towns,  used 
to  attract  the  sick  to  rake  its 
healing  waters.  Now  Mr 
Lamont  sees  it  as  his  best 
chance  of  reviving  his  political 
health. 

Shortly  after  8pm  tomor¬ 
row,  he  will  rise  to  his  feet  in 
the  basement  conference 
centre  at  the  town's  Majestic 
Hotel  and  place  his  future  in 
the  hands  of  the  300  party 
members  expected  to  turn  up. 
His  supporters  say  he  is  just 
the  man  to  put  Harrogate  on 
the  map.  in  stark  contrast  to 
Robert  Banks,  the  retiring 
MP,  who  has  been  criticised 


for  ignoring  the  constituency 
over  the  pait  21  years. 

’’Anybody  is  better  than 
Banks."  said  Alex  Hobson.  65, 
manager  of  The  C.innel  An¬ 
tique  Centre.  "Norman 
Lamont  is  his  own  man  and  he 
is  certainly  not  afraid  of 
speaking  his  mind." 

Despite  having  backed  John 
Redwood  in  last  year's  party 
leadership  contest.  Mr 
Lamont  has  recently  declared 
a  newfound  support  for  the 
Prime  Minister.  His  oppo¬ 
nents.  however,  say  that  he 
will  never  be  forgiven  for 
bringing  in  VAT  on  fuel  and 
cutting  mortgage  relief.  More 
to  the  point,  he  is  not  a  local 
man.  Kna  res  borough  Tories 
have  w-ritten  to  the  executive 
committee  complaining  that 
none  of  the  shortlisted  three 
comes  From  the  area. 

Among  the  other  candi¬ 
dates,  Mr  Lamont  will  face  a 
strong  challenge  from  David 
Ruffley.  33.  special  adviser  to 
the  present  Chancellor. 
Kenneth  Clarke.  Mr  Ruffley.  a 
former  corporate  lawyer  on 
the  right  of  the  party,  is  at  least 
a  northerner  —  he  was  bom  in 
Bolton.  But  whether  that  will 
sway  the  Yorkshire  Tories 
remains  to  be  seen. 

The  other  contender  is  lan 
Liddcll-Grainger,  a  Tyneside 


businessman,  who  stood  un¬ 
successfully  for  Tyne  and 
Wear  at  the  European  elec¬ 
tions  in  1994.  None  of  the 
candidates  is  odds-on 
favourite. 

Stephen  Moorehuuse,  a  sol¬ 
icitor  and  party  member,  said 
that  the  candidates  reflected 
the  division  of  opinion  in  the 
selection  committee.  "I 
haven't  made  my  mind  up  and 
J  suspect  that  the  majority  of 
members  are  going  to  the 
meeting  with  a  completely 
open  mind.” 

Mr  Lamont  may  be  ham¬ 
pered  by  the  allegation  that 
Tory  Central  Office  put  pres¬ 
sure  on  local  officials  to  secure 
the  seat  for  him.  Better,  so  the 
argument  goes,  to  have  Mr 
Lamont  busy-  fighting  for  a 
seat  than  voicing  criticism  of 
the  Prime  Minister.  But  the 
allegation  is  rejected  by  local 
Tories.  Mr  Moorehouse  said: 
"Nothing  could  be  further 
from  die  truth.  1  have  not  had 
a  single  person  saying  zhat  1 
must  vote  for  Lamont  or  not 
vote  for  Lamont.  To  suggest 
there  has  been  outside  pres¬ 
sure  is  absolute  twaddle." 

However,  such  is  the  sense 
of  paranoia  over  Mr  Lament's 
position  on  the  list  that  ail 
members  of  the  Tory  executive 
committee  have  had  to  sign 


documents  pledging  not  to 
talk  to  the  press  about  the 
candidates.  Local  officials 
refuse  even  to  acknowledge 
that  the  selection  meeting  is 
taking  place. 

Estelle  Edwards,  the  Tory 
Association  chairman,  said: 
"It's  the  usual  procedure. 
There  must  be  complete  confi¬ 
dentiality.  It  isn't  fair  on  the 
candidates  to  have  their 
names  bandied  about" 

Harrogate,  populated  main¬ 
ly  by  a  well-to-do  middle  class 
—  “urban,  old  and  affluent." 


as  one  man  put  it,  has  been 
Tory  for  as  long  as  anyone  can 
remember.  But  whoever  is 
chosen  will  have  to  fight  a 
strong  campaign  against  the 
Liberal  Democrats. 

Although  the  Tories  have  a 
majority  of  12589,  they  have 
lost  key  wards  in  the  bound¬ 
ary  changes  and  their  notional 
majority  has  shrunk  to  about 
9.000.  The  Liberal  Democrats 
have  a  known  candidate  in 
Phil  Willis,  the  local  council 
leader,  and  consider  the  seat 
winnable. 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


YESTERDAY  In  llw  Commons:  back- 
bench  debates  toHowad  by  trade  and 
hdiMry  questions  and  debates  an 
Emptayer'a  Contributions  Reimburse¬ 
ment  Regulations;  Housing  Benefit  Sup¬ 
ply  ot  Motmebon  and  Cowica  Tax  Baneflt 
(Amendment)  Regulations;  fciconw  Sup¬ 
port  (General)  (Jobseeker's  Allowance 
Consequential  Amendments]  fteguto- 
lionu;  Jobseeker's  Alowance  Regula¬ 
tions;  Sadat  Security  (Bode  to  Wort 
Bonus)  Regulations.  In  the  Lords:  educa¬ 
tion;  co-operative  action  in  social  poficy 
and  business;  Road  Traffic  (Amendment) 
BH. 

TODAY  in  the  Commons;  questions  to 
trade  and  Industry  mttffstera  end  the 
Prime  MMster  Mowed  by  e  debate  on 
(he  Army.  In  the  Lords;  debate  on  (he 
future  ol  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office. 


Rebel  MP  returns  to  the  fold . . 


By  Alice  Thomson 

POLITICAL  REPORTER 


JOHN  MAJOR'S  parlous  Commons 
majority'  was  given  a  fillip  yesterday 
with  the  return  to  rhe  fold  of  the 
whipless  rebel  Sir  Richard  Body. 

But  the  Eurosceptic  MP  seemed 
determined  to  continue  punishing  the 
Prime  Minister  for  having  once  said; 
"When  l  hear  the  name  Richard  Body. 
1  hear  the  sound  of  white  coats 
flapping."  Only  minutes  after  his 
return  was  announced  he  insisted  that 
it  was  "temporary". 

The  last  whipless  rebel  has  kept  the 
Government  on  tenterhooks  for  14 
months  since  he  resigned  the  whip 
voluntarily  in  protest  at  the  Govern¬ 


ment's  policies  on  Europe.  With  the 
defection  of  Emma  Nicholson  last 
month  and  likely  Toty  losses  at 
forthcoming  by-elections  in 
Hemsworth  and  Staffordshire  South 
East,  the  whips  were  desperate  to  get 
him  back. 

Sir  Richard,  MP  for  Holland  with 
Boston,  said  he  was  proud  to  have  been 
called  "barmy"  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
The  sticking  point  had  been  the 
Government's  position  on  fishing 
rights.  He  made  it  dear  that  he  would 
not  re-apply  for  the  whip  until  minis¬ 
ters  agreed  to  reform  the  Common 
Fisheries  Policy. 

He  horrified  loyal  Tories  by  threat¬ 
ening  to  stand  as  an  independent  Tory 
for  the  newly  formed  seat  of  Boston 


and  Skegness.  At  one  stage  Conserva¬ 
tive  Central  Office  tried  to  pressure  his 
constituency  into  bringing  their  MP 
back  into  line. 

Yesterday  lunchtime  Sir  Richard 
spenr  an  hour  and  a  half  with  Sir 
Alastair  Goodlad.  the  Chief  Whip.  He 
then  slipped  out  of  a  back  door  and 
was  bundled  into  a  car.  Mr  Goodlad 
said;  *1  am  pleased  that  Sir  Richard  is 
once  more  in  receipt  of  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  whip." 

But  later  Sir  Richard  told  reporters 
that  he  had  not  taken  the  whip  but 
would  support  the  Government  where 
he  could.  After  an  hour  of  frantic 
telephone  calls  with  the  Government 
majority  yo-yoing  from  three  to  five. 
Sir  Richard  finally  agreed  that  he  had 


.  for  the  time  being 

accepted  the  whip  "temporarily". 

Paddy  Ashdown,  the  Liberal  Demo¬ 
crat  leader,  said:  "I  am  sure  that 
Heaven  rejoices'  at  the  return  of  one 
prodigal  sinner  and  that  applies  in 
Dawning  Street  too.” 

It  later  became  clear  that  Sir  Richard 
had  used  the  full  weight  of  his  40  years 
as  a  backbencher  to  lecture  the  Chief 
Whip  on  what  was  going  wrong  with 
the  party.  He  said  last  night:  "Alastair 
was  a  good  listener.  Except  on  Europe  I 
support  the  Go«?mment.  I  don’t  think 
it's  doing  a  bad  job." 

He  said  that  he  could  not  take  the 
whip  permanently  until  he  was  satis¬ 
fied  that  British  tnnvlermen  would  not 
have  to  relinquish  their  exclusive 
rights  to  fish  in  in-shore  waters. 


Ashdown  striving 
to  ensure  his 
party  has  clout 


Don’t  write  off  Paddy 
Ashdown  and  die 
JUberai  Democrats. 
They  have  survived. the  Tony 
Blair  phenomenon  and  could 
still  have  an  influential  role  in 
the  next  Parliament  That  will 
be  the  sub-text  of  the  mini- 
campaign  he  will  launch  this 
weekend  with  an  interview  on 
the  Frost  programme  (now 
part  of  itfie  formal  new  year 
ritual  for  party  leaders),  press 
articles  and  what  is  being 
billed  as  a  big  speech  on 
Monday. 

It  has  been  a  frustrating  18 
months  for  Mr  Ashdown 
since  Mr  Blair  started  domi¬ 
nating  tbe  political  agenda. 
The  Liberal  Democrats  have 
found  it  hard  to  present  a 
dear  identity.  Yesterday,  Mr 
Ashdown  pointed  out  that  the 
Liberal  Democrats  had  origi¬ 
nally  highlighted  the  idea  of  a 
stakeholder  society  and  com¬ 
plained  that  Labour's  version 
was  vague  and  begged  ques¬ 
tions  on  relations  with  the 
unions. 

Most  discussion  of  the 
Liberal  Democrats  has  been 
in  terms  of  their  relations  with 
Mr  Blair,  however  often  Mr 
Ashdown  may  Haim  that  the 
Liberal  Democrats  have 
sharper  polities  than  Labour 
on  education,  a  single  curren¬ 
cy  and  tbe  environment  He 
has  seemed  on  the  fringe  of 
the  main  party  debate.  The 
Liberal  Democrats  have  also 
lost  to  Labour  some  of  their 
brightest  policy  thinkers  from 
their  former  SDP  wing,  such 
.  as  Roger  fiddle.  David  Mar- 
quand,  John  Dickie  and  An¬ 
drew  Adonis,  who  helped  to 
give  the  party  authority  on 
national  issues. 

The  worry  of  the  party’s 
remaining  social  democrats  is 
that  despite  the  official  move 
away  from  equidistance  be¬ 
tween  tiie  patties,  the  leader¬ 
ship  has  not  been  positive 
enough  about  Mr  Blair:  in¬ 
deed  has  too  often  been  carp¬ 
ing  about  him  and  too  keen  to 
adopt  a  self-conscious,  and 
self-defeating,  left-wing  pos¬ 
ture  which  win  damage  its 
electoral  prospects. 

The  Liberal  Democrats 
have  suffered  in  the  polls, 
falling  from  more  than  20  per 
cent  in  spring  1994  to  14  per 
cent  in  the  second  half  of  last 
year,  according  to  MORI.'But 
this  is  still  higher  than  during 
most  of  the  last  Parliament, 
while  occasional  high-profile 
events,  such  as  the  defection 
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of  Emma  Nicholson  last 
month,  can  give  the  party  an 
immediate  boost  of  between 
2*a  and  6  points  according  to 
two  recent  polls.  The  party 
continues  to  do  well  in  parlia¬ 
mentary  byelections  and  in 
local  elections,  though  with 
some  tailing-off  in  council  by- 
elections  recently. 

The  party’s  electoral  strate¬ 
gy  is  to  concentrate  on  ad¬ 
vancing  regionally  more  than 
nationally,  particularly  in  the 
South  Wet  and  in  target  seats 
dotted  round  the  country. 
This  cannot  be  achieved  en¬ 
tirely  by  local  campaigns  and 
tactical  voting.  Tbe  party’s 
near  miss  in  several  seats  in 
the  June  1994  European  elec¬ 
tions  showed  that  the  party 
requires  a  national  promi¬ 
nence  and  credibility  if  it  is  to 
avoid  being  squeezed  by  the 
overall  Labour  advance. 

Mr  Ashdown  occasionally 
appears  impatient  but  always 
bounces  back  with  a  new 
plan.  While  specifically  avoid¬ 
ing  any  suggestion  of  pre¬ 
election  deals  or  pacts  (not  on 
the  agenda),  he  will  on  Mon¬ 
day  revive  the  question  of 
post-election  co-operation  by 
outlining  what  an  incoming 
government  should  do.  He 
will  list  the  key  issues  which 
have  to  be  Cackled  (education, 
tbe  economy,  welfare  reform, 
the  environment  and  Europe) 
and  will  emphasise  a 
timescale  going  beyond  a 
single  Parliament.  He  will 
also  discuss  not  just  the  con¬ 
tents  of  a  constitutional  re¬ 
form  programme,  but  also 
bow  it  should  be  achieved. 

Apart  from  raising  the 
party's  profile.  Mr 
Ashdown's  aim  is  to 
signal  the  terms  of  possible 
rations  between  the  Liberal 
Democrats  and  Labour,  im¬ 
plying  backing  for  a  common 
agenda  rather  than  any  for¬ 
mal  coalition.  Mr  Blair  has 
always  been  careful  to  leave 
open  the  door  to  such,  co¬ 
operation.  as  part  of  a  more 
pluralist  style  of  politics, 
whether  or  not  Labour  gains  a 
working  overall  majority  in 
the  next  Parliament  But  Lab¬ 
our  retains  the  upper  hand  in 
any  dialogue  with  the  Liberal 
Democrats. 

Peter  Riddell 
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Why  transfer  your  mortgage 

to  Direct  Line? 


Your  building  society 
reveals  all. 


Just  received  your  building  society  mortgage  statement?  Now  for  the  good  news. 

•  Transferring  to  Direct  Line  can  save  you  over  £40*  every  month  on  your  mortgage. 

•  Transfer  before  1st  March  1996  using  our  solicitors  package  and  weT)  pay  vour  legal  fees. 

•  We’ll  give  you  a  free  valuation. 

•  We  also  guarantee  to  save  you  20%  on  your  existing  buildings  insurance. 

Call  one  ot  the  numbers  below  and  we’ll  reveal  how  Direct  Line  can  save  you  money 
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0181  649  9099 


0161  831  9099 


(PIRECTUNE) 

0141  221  9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 

GLASGOW  1 

CALL  ANYTIME  8am  to  8pm  Monday  to  Friday  and  9am  to  5pm  Saturday.  Please  quote  ref.  TT 1 9 
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Only  Cellphones  Direct  can  offer 


a  range  of  bargains  like  this. 


When  it  comes  to  the  best  mobile 
phone  deals,  nobody  beats  Cellphones 
Direct  Just  take  a  look  at  these  January 
special  offers,  for  example.  We’ve  slashed 
the  price  on  the  feature-packed  Nokia 
232.  We  have  an  exclusive  package  deal 
on  the  top-selling  Sony  CM-R111K, 
Britain's  smallest  phone.  Or  you  can  be 
among  the  first  to  buy  the  exciting  new, 
lightweight  Nokia  909. 

Whichever  phone  you  choose  you  get 
free  connection  to  Vodafone  LowCafl  Tariff. 

Simply  phone  us  with  your  credit 
card  details  to  receive  your  phone  within  4 
working  days. 


PRICE  £19.99 

AFTER  £10  CASHBACK 


NOKIA  *  MODEL  909. 

♦  40  ramehumtw  memory  4  60  mms 
bft-time  4  10  hrs  standby-time  ♦ 
Complete  with  dim  battery  and  test  charger 

♦  UgWweigM193g 


£9 


SONY 


cnee  connection  to 
rncc  VODAFONE  LOWCALL 
WITH  NO  TARIFF  INCREASES- 
GUARANTEED  FOR  LIFE 

NCJafySNU 

FI5I£T2.77ri-VAT) 

RnkBalcUk 

mvui 

50p  per  min  (42.5 p + VAT) 

HlPttkUU 

20p  per  min  (17g+VAT) 

-  --  W  800-1900  to  to  Fn  Wanton 

JtnaffiS-Jjw  at  £177  n  »7  ew  rroai 

tf«?  rasa  iiBted  rrairif  at  teoitt)  ana  arena  Oar® 
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MODEL  CM-R122K. 

4  9  speed  <fia)  memories 
4  60  nwjutes  talk-time 
4  14  hre  standby-line 
4  featterweitftf  only 
lasgieyat)  4  Complete 
with  charger  and  standard  battery 


NOKIA  MODEL  232. 
♦  98  namqtajRter  memory  ♦  70  mil 
tafk-time  4  16  hre  standby-tune  4 
Complete  wffli  battery  and  test  trave 


GUARANTEED  PEACE  OF  MJND 

’few  phone  is  covered  by  our  14  days 
no  quibble  money  back  pronfee. 


PLUS 


SOW  fm>TE  COMMANDER 
I  SONY  EARPHONE  MICROPHONE 
SONY  LONG  AERIAL 
TOGETHER  WORTH  £139n» 


exit  KOW  r  0  I  FREE  D.EtlVERf  l« 


FREEPHONE  0500  000  888 


CREOtT  CARO  ORDERING  HOTLIKE  WEEKDAYS 


«V  EcKENd 
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EU  sacks  British  official 
for  single  currency  attack 


From  Charles  Bremner  in  Strasbourg 


BERNARD  CONNOLLY,  the 
British.  European  Union  offi¬ 
cial,  who  wrote  a  book  attack¬ 
ing  monetary  union  last  year, 
was  sacked  yesterday  by  the 
Commission  in  Brussels  for 
publishing  without  permis¬ 
sion  and  damaging  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  foe  EU. 

The  Commission  notified 
Mr  Connolly  of  the  unprece¬ 
dented  decision  by  foe  five- 
member  disciplinary  council 
which  heard  foe  charges 
against  him  at  a  dosed  hear¬ 
ing  last  month.  Mr  Connolly's 
lawyers  voiced  surprise  last 
night  that  foe  only  witness 
called  against  him  —  foe  head 
of  his  department  —  had 
acknowledged  that  he  had  not 
read  foe  book. 

The  46-year-old  Briton,  a 
career  European  dvil  servant 
who  has  worked  in  Brussels 
since  1078  and  headed  the  unit 
that  monitors  the  exchange- 
rate  mechanism,  was  sus¬ 
pended  from  duty  last  Septem¬ 
ber  after  publishing  The 
Rotten  Heart  of  Europe — The 
Dirty  War  for  Europe’s 
Monty.  Mr  Connolly  said  last 
night  he  was  disappointed  by 
the  way  that  foe  disciplinary 


council,  beaded  by  David 
Williamson,  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  British  Secrete  ry-Gen- 
eral.  Med  to  “take  into 
account  foe  detailed  refutation 
of  foe  Commission's  allega¬ 
tions  which  we  provided." 

His  lawyers  said  they  had 
been  surprised  by  the  rushed 
manner  of  the  disciplinary 
proceedings  and  foe  calling 
of  a  prosecution  witness 
against  Mr  Connolly  without 
warning.  Giovanni  Ravasio, 
the  director-general  of  Mr 


Qmnoliy:  accused  of 
“flouting  loyalty” 


France  and 
Nato  ease 
nudear  rift 

By  Michael  Evans 

DEFENCE  CORRESPONDENT 

FRANCE  outlined  yesterday 
its  decision  to  play  a  closer 
part  in  Nato  military  affairs, 
but  held  back  from  joining  two 
key  alliance  policy  comm¬ 
ittees. 

Gerard  Herrera,  the  French 
Ambassador,  warned  the  16- 
nation  North  Atlantic  Council 
in  Brussels  against  any  hopes 
of  France  returning  to  “the 
situation  that  existed  before 
1966".  when  the  French  pulled 
out  of  Nate's  integrated  mili¬ 
tary  command  structure. 

But  yesterday's  announce¬ 
ment  of  closer  ties  was  clearly 
intended  to  provide  the  French 
with  a  voice  on  all  key  military 
and  security  issues  —  includ¬ 
ing.  for  foe  first'  time  in  '30 
years,  nudear  policy. 

Since  1966.  France  has  tak¬ 
en  part  only  in  Nato  foreign 
ministers*  meetings  and  has 
kept  its  armed  forces  outside 
Nate's  military  command.  M 
Herrera  said  France  was  now 
prepared  to  discuss  nudear 
issues. 

The  country  will  resume  its 
seat  on  the  alliance's  military 
committee,  foe  Nato  situation 
centre,  the  defence  college  in 
Rome  and  defence  school  in 
Oberammergau.  and  re-estab¬ 
lish  a  permanent  military 
mission  to  Nato.  It  will  not 
rejoin  the  alliance's  Defence 
Planning  Committee  or 
Nudear  Planning  Group. 


Kinkel  sure 
Britain  will 
back  euro 

Bv  George  Brock 

EUROPEAN  EDITOR 

BRITAIN  will  not  be  able  to 
resist  foe  tempting  economic 
advantages  and  “logicality”  of 
a  European  single  currency 
system  and  will  join  soon 
after  it  is  set  up^  Klaus  Kinkel, 
the  German  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter,  predicted  yesterday. 

Herr  Kinkel  said  in  Oxford 
that  the  success  of  monetary 
union  would  force  Britain  to 
participate.  He  quoted  Lord 
Howe,  who  once  said  that  jp 
Europe  Britain  “usually  does 
foe  right  thing  in  the  end.  only 
20  years  too  late".  Herr  Kinkel 
said  that  he  would  not  go  as 
far  as  that  but  “it  is  better  to 
catdi  foe  boat  than  to  swim 
after  it”.  He  insisted  that 
monetary  union  would  start 
on  time' in  1999. 

Attending  foe  opening  of  a 
centre  for  European  law  at 
Oxford  University,  Herr 
Kinkel  described  foe  Anglo- 
German  relationship  as  “un¬ 
spectacular  and  down  to 
earth,  but  dose  and  intense". 
It  was  an  “alliance  of  convic¬ 
tions”.  Both  countries  were  in 
favour  of  an  open  trading 
system  and  against  protec¬ 
tionism.  wanted  to  restructure 
their  economies,  backed  open¬ 
ing  die  European  Union  and 
Nato  to  Eastern  European 
states  and  valued  links  to 
America. 

Central  bank  fears,  page  25 
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THE  EXPLOSIVE  NEW 
BESTSELLER 


FURY 


Out  now  in  Pan  paperback 


And  look  out  for 

PRECIPICE 

The  new  hardback 


Also  available  horn  Macmillan  Audio  Books, 
read  by  William  Franklyn 


Connolly’S  department,  gave 
evidence  on  the  impact  of  the 
book  but  admitted  he  had  not 
read  it,  said  Jacques  San  bon, 
his  lawyer.  Commission  offici¬ 
als  were  not  available  for 
comment. 

In  its  ruling,,  signed  by 
Franz  de  Roster,  foe  director- 
general  of  personnel,  the  Com¬ 
mission  said  that  Mr  ConnoUy 
had  breached  two  articles  in 
the  EU  staff  conditions.  These 
covered  the  publication  of 
books  without  permission  and 
actions  which  damage  the 
interests  of  the  Community. 

The  council  said  Mr 
Connolly  did  not  seek  permis¬ 
sion  for  his  book  when  he  took 
unpaid  leave  last  summer 
because  he  knew  that  be 
would  be  refused,  having  pre¬ 
viously  failed  to  receive 
approval. 

Mr  ConnoUy  “could  not 
have  been  unaware  of  the  fact” 
that  the  contents  of  the  book 
conflicted  with  policies  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  Commission  in  its 
role  as  executor  of  the  Maas¬ 
tricht  treaty  and  the  project  for 
economic  and  monetary  union 
[EMU],  it  said.  His  action  had 
“flouted  the  loyally  and  hones- 


gave  ty**  w 
of  the  -  show 


7  which  he  was  bound  to 
show'  towards  the  Commis¬ 
sion  and  his  superiors,  it  said. 
His  conduct  had  “seriously 
damaged  the  interests  of  the 
Community”. 

Mr  ConnoUy  has  argued 
foal  by  airing  his  view  that 
EMU  was  a  threat  to  Europe 
he  had  been  acting  in  the 
Union's  interests.  He  also 
insisted  that  nothing  in  the 
book  was  confidential. 

The  sacking  takes  effect  next 
month,  which  his  lawyers  said 
appeared  to  be  aimed  at 
gagging  Mr  Connolly  over  the 
next  fortnight  He  had  been 
due  m  Monday  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  House  of  Lords 
European  Committee  and  to 
appear  before  the  Commons 
Treasury  Select  Committee 
later  this  month. 

While  there  is  no  direct 
course  of  appeal,  European 
Union  dvil  servants  can  chall¬ 
enge  the  legality  of  a  dismissal 
at  foe  European  Court  of 
Justice  in  Luxembourg.  Mr 
Connolly  has  a  case  pending 
there,  alleging  that  the  Com¬ 
mission  acted  illegally  against 
him.  An  appeal  would  not  be 
heard  for  at  least  two  years. 


Berlusconi  taunts 
journalists  as 
bribe  trial  begins 

FRom  John  Phillips  in  milan 
and  Richard  Owen  in  home 


Id 


Silvio  Berlusconi  daring  a  break  in  court  yesterday 


SILVIO  BERLUSCONI,  foe 
Italian  multimillionaire  me¬ 
dia  tycoon  and  former  Prime 
Minister,  sneered  at 'journal¬ 
ists  and  begged  the  court  to 
stop  foe  case  being  broadcast 
live  on  his  own  television 
channels  as  his  trial  on  cor¬ 
ruption  charges  opened 
yesterday. 

The  small  courtroom  in 
Milan’s  Palace  of  Justice  was 
so  cramped  that  reporters 
squeezed  into  a  steel  cage  for 
prisoners.  The  Fbrza  Italia 
party  leader,  59,  sat  on  a  bench 
next  to  them.  When  he  strode 
into  the  courtroom,  he  de¬ 
clared:  “I  don't  feel  like  a 
defendant”  But  the  strain  of 
the  trial  began  to  tell  as 
proceedings  began. 

On  trial  with  Signor 
Berlusconi  are  Paolo,  his 
younger  brother,  and  five 
associates  of  his  Ftninvest 
business  empire.  They  are 
accused  of  paying  380  million 
lire  (£150.000)  in  bribes  to  tax 
inspectors  reviewing  foe  com¬ 
pany*  bodes.  Paolo,  who  was 
not  in  court  has  admitted 
making  the  payments  but 


claims  that  his  brother  had  no 
knowledge  of  them. 

During  a  break  in  the 

proceedings.  Signor  Berlus¬ 
coni  strode  to  the  cage  holding 
about  20  hapless  journalists, 
and  declared:  “This  is  where 
you  belong."  The  scribes  de¬ 
manded  to  know  why  his  law¬ 
yers  had  requested  that  the 
trial  not  be  screened  five. 
Signor  Berlusconi  said  he  did 
not  want  it  to  turn  into  a 

-  spectacle.  But  judicial  sources 
said  he  dearly  wanted  to  limit 
damage  to  his  image. 

The  judge  compromised  by 
allowing  RA1  state  television 
to  tape  the  proceedings  for  an 
edited  broadcast  The  trial  was 
adjourned  until  January  26. 

The  Italian  media  are  por¬ 
traying  the  trial  as  a  duel  for 
power  between  Signor  Berlus¬ 
coni  and  Antonio  Di  Pietro, 
the  Milan  magistrate  who  led 
the  Clean  Hands  anti-corrupt 

-  tion  drive.  Signor  Berlusconi 
has  accused  him  of  being 
“politically  motivated”.  Signor 
Di  Pietro  has  since  resigned  as 
a  magistrate  and  is  pursuing  a 
political  career. 
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OR  SIMPLY,  THE  CASE  IN  FAVOUR  OF  ROADS  IN  GENERAL.  THE  ORIGINAL  15S  HAS  BEEN  BRE  ATHTAK INGLY  REVAMPED  WITH  WIDER  FRONT  AND  REAR  WINGS. 
NOTICE  ITS  WRAPAROUND  REAR  SPOILER.  BODY  COLOURED  PAINTED  SKIRTS  AND  16"  ALLOY  WHEELS:  THE  155  IS  POWERED  BY  A  2.0  TWIN-SPARK  16V  ENGINE. 
IT  COMES  WITH  LEATHER  STEERING  WHEEL  AND  BODY-HUGGING  SPORTS  SEATS.  IT'S  A  CAP  THAT  DEFINITELY  MAKES  DRIVING  BETTER  THAN  ARRIVING.  GO  ROUND 
TO  YOUR  NEAREST  DEALER  FOR  A  TEST  DRIVE  OR  RING  0800  718  000.  WERE  NOT  AGAINST  THE  ENVIRONMENT,  WE  RE  ALL  FOR  GETTING  MORE  PEOPLE  OUT  INTO  IT. 
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ALFA  155.  THE  CASE  IN  FAVOUR 
OF  MORE  ROADS. 


CAR  FEATURED  IS  A  2.0  TWIN-SPARK  15  VALVi  WITH  QPTIOHAl  SPORTS  vT. 
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12  CHECHEN  CRISIS 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  13  1996 


Security  experts  say  only  world’s  leading  anti-terror  units  can  safely  capture  a  hijacked  vessel_atsea 


Risks  stacked  against 
commando  operation 


By  Michael.  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


TURKISH  commandos  have 
no  easy  options  in  preparing 
for  a  possible  recovery  of  the 
hijacked  ferry.  Releasing  hos¬ 
tages  held  on  a  moving  vessel 
on  the  high  seas  is  regarded  by 
even  the  most  experienced 
special  forces  units  as  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  and 
vulnerable  operations. 

if  the  negotiations  fail  to  free 
the  hostages  and  a  decision  is 
taken  to  use  force,  there  are 
only  two  options:  to  use  heli¬ 
copters  or  raiding  craft  if  the 
ferry  is  on  the  move;  or  to 
persuade  the  armed  gunmen 
to  dock  the  ship  when  a  less 
risky  operation  could  be 
mounted  from  the  shore. 

“Only  the  most  highly 
specialised  military  units 
should  contemplate  carrying 
out  such  an  operation,"  said 
one  British  military  source. 

The  principal  challenge 
would  be  to  get  alongside  the 
ferry  —  in  rigid  raider  craft  — 
without  being  spotted  by  the 
terrorists.  The  element  of  sur¬ 
prise  would  be  crucial  and  the 
exercise  would  have  to  be 
carried  out  in  the  dark.  * 

“Then  there  would  be  the 
difficult  task  of  trying  to  board 
the  vessel  without  alerting  the 
gunmen."  the  source  said. 

Helicopters  approaching 
the  ferry  would  be  noisy  and 
would  be  regarded  as  the 


BESCUEOPTtONS 


second  choice  for  sending  in 
commandos.  Much  would 
also  depend  on  acquiring  pri¬ 
or  intelligence  on  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  the  hostages. 

“If  they  are  scattered 
around  the  ship  in  groups,  it 
would  be  very  difficult  for  a 
special  forces  unit  to  guaran¬ 
tee  their  safe  release.”  the 
source  said.  The  Royal  Ma- 
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Muhammad:  Chechen 
leader  on  the  ferry 


rines  practise  parachuting 
into  water  out  of  Chinook 
helicopters  when  rehearsing 
scenarios  similar  to  the  hijack¬ 
ing  in  the  Black  Sea  by  pro- 
Chechen  Turkish  gunmen. 

Britain  has  two  specialist 
units  capable  of  mounting  an 
operation  to  recover  a  hijacked 
ship-,  the  Royal  Marines'  Spe¬ 
cial  Boat  Service  and  the 
Marines'  Comacchio  Group 
which  is  expert  in  protecting 
North  Sea  oil  platforms  from 
terrorist  attack.  The  SAS  also 
has  a  special  boat  troop. 

However,  the  military 
source  said  that  if  the  hijacked 
vessel  were  moving  it  would 
be  a  very  complex  operation. 

In  October  1985,  four  Pales¬ 
tinian  gunmen  hijacked  the 
Italian  cruise  liner,  Achille 
Lauro,  with  450  passengers 
and  crew  on  board,  as  it 
steamed  from  the  Syrian  coast 
to  Cyprus. 

The  terrorists  threatened  to 
kill  passengers  unless  SO  Pal¬ 
estinians  held  in  Israeli  pris¬ 
ons  were  freed.  The  terrorists 
were  from  the  Palestine  Liber¬ 
ation  Front,  a  splinter  group 
that  stood  opposed  to  Yassir 
Arafat's  Palestine  Liberation 
Organisation. 

The  Italians  sent  a  squad  of 


anti-terrorist  commandos 
Cyprus.  However,  die  hijack 
was  brought  to  a  swift  conclu¬ 
sion  when  the  terrorists 
agreed  to  surrender  to  Egyp¬ 
tian  authorities  at  Port  Said 
after  a  day  of  negotiations. 
Before  surrendering,  the  guer¬ 
rillas  killed  a  disabled  Ameri¬ 
can  tourist  Leon  Klinghoffer, 
who  was  shot  and  dumped 
overboard  in  his  wheelchair. 

Although  the  Egyptians 
granted  them  free  passage,  the 
airliner  in  which  they  were 
being  taken  from  Cairo  to 
Tunis  was  intercepted  by  six 
American  Tomcat  fighter  air¬ 
craft  from  the  carrier,  USS 
Saratoga,  and  was  forced  to 
land  at  Sicily. 

The  mastermind  behind  the 
hijack.  Mahmoud  Abbas  Zai- 
dan,  better  known  as  Abu 
Abbes,  the  leader  of  the  Pales¬ 
tine  Liberation  Front,  was 
sentenced  to  life  imprison¬ 
ment  in  his  absence. 

In  1972,  the  QE2  was  held  to 
ransom  in  mid-Atlantic  with 
1.350  passengers  and  800  crew 
on  board.  Cunard,  the  owners, 
agreed  to  pay  £140,000  after  a 
idephone  caller  to  its  New 
York  office  said  six  bombs  had 
been  concealed  on  the  ship 
and  would  be  detonated  if  the 
ransom  was  not  paid. 

Four  army  bomb  disposal 
experts  were  parachuted  from 


DESTINATION 

They  have  threatened  to  amk  the 
ferry  in  the  busy  Bosphorus 
shipping  lanes 


-a  Hercules  into  the  Atlantic 
about  half  a  mile  from  the 
QE2.  They  searched  all  13 
decks  and  nearly  1.000  cabins 
but  found  nothing. 

Turkish  commandos  were 
reported  yesterday  to  be  moni¬ 
toring  the  Amtsya's  progress 
from  land  and  two  coast  guard 
vessels  were  tailing  the  ship. 
The  coast  guard  also  tried  to 
block  the  vessel  from  leaving 
Trabzon  harbour  on  Tuesday 
night. 

□'’Moscow:  The  hijacking  has 
temporararily  put  an  end  to 
the  lucrative  "shop-tours",  cut- 
rate  packages  to  Turkey  that 
have  become  popular  among 
Russian  traders  who  snap  up 
Turkish  clothing,  food  and 
furs  for  resale  at  home.  (AP) 


Leading  article,  page  19  Two  hundred  passengers  and  crew  are  being  held  on  board  the  Avrasya  forty 
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Latest  challenge 
will  test  survival 
instinct  to  limit 


By  Richard  Beeston 


President  Yeltsin  has  al¬ 
ways  prided  himself  on 
the  ability  to  survive  the 
punishing  challenges  of  Krem¬ 
lin  rule  thal  would  have  long 
ago  overcome  a  less  robust 
leader.  . 

But  as  tiie  Russian  President 
struggles  to  extricate  himself 
from  his  latest  crisis  in  the 
Caucasus  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  the  Houdini  of  Russian 
politics  is  pUnning  to  wriggle 
his  way  out  of  this  trick. 

With  the  crisis  in  Chechenia 
now  in  its  second  week,  the 
Russian  leader  has  five 
months  in  which  to  re-estab¬ 
lish  his  authority  and  contain 
a  conflict  that  has  so  far 
defeated  the  best  efforts  of  his 
generals  and  diplomats.  . 

President  Yeltsin  is  a  past 
master  of  political  survival 
and  his  closest  advisers  claim 
that  his  best  qualities  always 
shine  through  when  his  back 
is  against  the  wail.  In  August 
1991  the  Russian 
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leader,  with  little 
more  than  the 
goodwill  of  tiie 


merited  with  various  military 
and  diplomatic  options  in  an 
attempt  to  calm  the  situation 
in  the  northern  Caucasus.  But 
like  some  incurable  virus,  the 
Chechen  bug  has  simply  re¬ 
fused  to  go  away. 

The  latest  incidents  being 
played  out  in  the  devastated 
settlement  of  Pervomaiskoye 
and  aboard  a  ferry,  off  the 
Turkish  coast  in  the  Black  Sea. 
has  served  to  demonstrate  that 
whatever  the  Russian  leader 
chooses,  a  few  determined 
gunmen  can  humiliate  his 
authority  at  home  and  even 
turn  a  small  ethnic  struggle 
into  an  international  incident 
While  Russians  care  little 
about  what  happens  inside  the 
small  breakaway  republic, 
they  do  worry  when  the  con¬ 
flict  spreads  to  other  regions 
and  directly  affects  their  sec¬ 
urity.  In  this  context  the 
Chechen  conflict,  becomes  the 
latest  example  of  the  Kremlin’s 
incompetence  in  dealing  with 
domestic  and  foreign  security 
issues.  Not  sur¬ 
prisingly,  the 
need  for  a  return 
to  law  and  order 


people  and  die  courage  of  a 
small  group  of  supporters. 
took  on  and  defeated  the 
Communist-led  coup  against 

Mikhail  Gorbachev. 

In  October  1992  he  was 
again  challenged  by  hard¬ 
liners  on  the  streets  of  Moscow 
and  this  time  revealed  his 
ruthless  instinct  for  survival 
when  he  put  down  the  upris¬ 
ing  with  troops  and  tanks. 

Even  Cbedienfa,  which 
President  Yeltsin  has 
described  as  the  “biggest  dis¬ 
appointment"  of  his  career, 
has  failed  to  topple  the  Rus¬ 
sian  leader  as  many  predicted 
it  would,  when  he  ordered  the 
ill-conceived  assault  by  Rus¬ 
sian  forces  on  the  breakaway 
republic  more  than  a  year  ago. 

In  spite  of  initial  criticism 
from  tiie  West  and  liberal 
opponents  in  Russia,  the  war 
failed  to  materialise  as  an 
ejection  issue  in  recent  parlia¬ 
mentary  polls. 

Nevertheless,  like  their  for¬ 
midable  ancestors  who  kept 
the  Russian  Imperial  Army 
bogged  down  for  half  a  centu¬ 
ry,  the  Chechen  rebels  have 
proved  as  stubborn  as  thdr 
opponent  in  the  Kremlin. 
Under  the  leadership  of  the 
mercurial  Dzhokhar  Du¬ 
dayev,  the  Chechens  have 
withstood  tiie  full  might  of  the 
Russian  military  and  still 
showed  no  signs  of  giving  up. 

President  Yeltsin  has  experi- 


and  secure  borders  was  a 
cornerstone  of  the  successful 
election  campaign  waged  by 
the  Communists  in  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  elections,  a  victory 
they  are  hoping  to  repeat  in 
June’s  presidential  race. 

Mr  Yeltsin  has  few  options 
available  that  have  not  al¬ 
ready  been  tried  and  found 
wanting.  He  can  attempt  a 
military  solution  which,  given 
its  record,  would  probably 
result  in  a  large  loss  of  civtilian 
fife,  heavy  military  casualties 
and  few  gains  on  the  ground. 


He  could  try  to  restart 
negotiations  with  the 
Chechens  although, 
given  the  recent  history  of 
failed  peace  talks,  no  one 
seriously  believes  that  this  is  a 
credible  solution. 

His  best  choice  is  to  hope 
that  tiie  crisis  will  die  down 
over  the  coming  weeks  and 
that  by  June  the  whole  issue 
will  have  blown  over.  Howev¬ 
er,  that  would  mean  taking  a 
dangerous  calculated  risk.  The 
Kremlin  leader  would  have  to 
take  the  chance  that  another 
Chechen  guerrilla  command¬ 
er,  like  Salman  Raduyev,  the 

“Lone  Wolf*  who  mastermind¬ 
ed  the  latest  incident,  is  riot 
planning  another  operation  to 
coincide  with  polls  on  June  16. 

By  then,  the  great  survivor 
of  modem  Russian  politics 
will  have  run  out  of  time. 
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fuels  calls  for 


By  Ross  Tkeman,  industrial  correspondent 
THE  start  of  competition  to 


m  me  southwest  erf 
may  have  to  be  delayed 
because  of  legitimate  ant 
cents  at  British  Gas  that 
technical  preparations  are 
incomplete,  Clare 

Spottiswoode,  the  gas  in¬ 
dustry  regulator,  said 
yesterday. 

In  an  interview  with  The 
Times,  Mrs  Spottiswoode  also 
forecast  that  the  .Government 
may  decide  by  tomorrow 
whether  to  impose  a  levy  on 
consumers  to  fund  liabilities 
of  more  than  £1  billion  arising 
from  take-or-pay  gas  purchase 
contracts  signed  by  British 
Gas.  Her  remarks  confirm  the 
difficulties  that  have  snared 
preparations  to  enable  Brit¬ 
ain’s  IE  million  household  gas 
users  to  choose  their  supplier. 

but  week,  Harry  Moulson, 
a  British  Gas  mam  board  - 
director  and  head  of  TransCo, 
its  pipeline  subsidiary,  said 
that  tiie  April  1  start  date  fin- 
competition  should  be  delayed 
until  June. 

Chris  Rees,  a  Ddoitte  & 
Touche  (formerly  Touche 
Ross)  consultant  appointed  by 
Ofgas  to  determine  whether 
competition  can  stiH  go  ahead,., 
on  ApriH,  will  report  to  Mre 
Spottiswoode  lerotinow. 

An  industrywide  meeting, 
bringing  together  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Trade  and  Industry. 

body* TransCo,  Briti5h<Gas 
Supply  and  almost  30  ship¬ 
pers  — rival  gas  suppliervhas 
been  converted  for  neat  Tues¬ 
day  to  review  progress. 

"There  is  absolutely  no 
doubt  that  the  April  1  [target 
date]  is  very  fragile,”  Mrs 
Spottiswoode  said.  “It  Is  an 
extremely  daunting  timeta¬ 
ble."  She  added:  “I  do  think 


TransCo  has  some  real  con¬ 
cerns  and  we  should  listen  to 
themu”  adding:  “It  is  better  to 
get  it  right  than  it  is  to 
commence  it  [the  pQot]  too 
early  and  have  a  lot  of  admin¬ 
istration  problems.  I  prefer  to 
see  a  smooth  introduction  of 


competition-' 
Mrs  Spotti 


Spottiswoode  said  she 
expects  a  decision  about 
whether 


to  defer  the 
scheme,  opening  up  a  i 
market  worth  £160  man  on  a 


Power  plea 


BUYERS  of  electricity  for 
industry  yesterday  called  fora 
delay  to  the  fbD  opening  of  the 
market  to  competition  m  1998 
(Christine  Buckley  writes). 
The  Utility  Buyers’  Forum, 
which  already  boys  power  at 
competitive  prices  after 
liberalisation  of  the  market 
for  users  of  over  ImW  and 
lOOkW,  urged  Stephen 
littiedidd,  the  electricity  reg¬ 
ulator,  to  postpone  the  open¬ 
ing  from  the  planned  date  of 
April  1998.  TTie  derision  over 
where  the  binding  wSH  come 
from  for  the  massive  project 
has  not  yet  been  resolved. 


year,  will  be'  made  at  the  last 
able  moment  She  also 
that  the  ttwwnonth  delay 
sought  by  British  Gas  might 
not  be  necessary.  “It  could  be 
April  10  instead  of  April  l,”she 
said. 

The  pflot  is  m  tended  to  test 
systems  in  preparation  for  full 
national  competition  in  the 
household  gas  market  by  Jan¬ 
uary  1,1999. 

Mrs  Spottiswoode  also  said 
that  she  believes  the  Govern¬ 
ment  should  take  powers  to 


impose  a  levy  on  gas  consum¬ 
ers  in  licences  that  are  about  to 
be  issued  to  companies  want¬ 
ing  to  compete  in  the  house¬ 
hold  gas  market  “I  think  they 
should  put  it  in,"  she  said.  “It 
is  a  very  tine  choice.” 

But  she  said  that  levy  pow¬ 
ers  would  be  a  “doubteedged 
sward”  that  might  make  it 
more  difficult  for  British  Gas 
to  renegotiate  gas  purchase 
arrangements  with  its 
suppliers. 

The  head  of  Crfgas  said  that 
unless  the  DTI  wrote  a  levy 
provision  into  the  licences 
now,  primary  legislation 
could  be  needed  in  the  future 
to  resolve  British  Gas’s  diffi¬ 
culties  over  take-or-pay  con¬ 
tracts  stretching  decades 
ahead  and  covering  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  gas  worth  £40  billion. 

British  Gas.  because  of  the 
rate  at  which  h  is  losing  its 
market  to  rivals,  no  longer 
needs  ail  the  gas  it  has 
contracted  to  buy.  Yet,  under 
the- terms  of  the  contracts,  it 
must  pay  North  Sea  produc¬ 
ers,  whether  or  not  die  gas  is 
used. 

The  company  is  unable  to 
sell  surplus  gas  to  its  rivals 
because  the  spot  price  of  gas 
has  slumped  to  around  IOp  a 
therm;  less  than  half  of  the  Zip 
average  that  British  Gas  is 
paying. 

The  DTI  has  urged  gas 
producers  to  renegotiate  die 
contracts  with  British  Gas  but 
not  at  a  substantial  loss.  Mrs 
Spottiswoode  believes  the 
losses  and  liabilities  could 
threaten  the  financial  viability 
of  British  Gas,  and  that  a  levy 
may  prove  the  last  resort  if 
producers  fail  to  agree  price 
cuts'  to  the  former  monopoly. 
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Time  for  reflection:  Clare  Spottiswoode  making  a  point  during  yesterday’s  interview 


Earnings 
boost 
for  rate 


cut  hopes 


By  Janet  Bush 
ECONOMICS  CORRESPONDENT 


KENNETH  CLARKE,  the 
Chancellor,  and  Eddie  George. 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  met  yesterday  for  their 
monthly  interest  rate  discus¬ 
sion  armed  with  new  evidence 
that  wage  pressures  remain 
subdued, 

Annual  growth  in  average 
earnings  remained  at  3.25  per 
cent  in  November,  the  fifth 
month  in  a  row  at  that  level. 
The  City  had  been  expecting  a 
rise  to  3.5  per  cent  and  argued 
that  the  news  removes  yet 
another  hurdle  to  lower  rates. 

Mr  Clarke  and  Mr  George 
met  yesterday  afternoon  for  an 
hour  and,  while  a  minority  in 
the  City  believes  a  rate  cut 
could  be  announced  today, 
most  think  it  is  too  soon  after 
rates  were  cut  by  a  quarter 
point  in  December. 

A  picrure  of  sluggish  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  was  backed  up 
by  news  of  a  7,900  fell  in 
unemployment  in  December, 
one  of  the  smallest  monthly 
falls  m  recent  months. 

The  only  worrying  sign  for 
inflation  was  news  of  a  pick  up 
in  unit  labour  costs,  which 
were  up  4  per  cent  year  on 
year  in  the  three  months 
ended  November.  This  is 
because  manufacturing  out¬ 
put  has  been  slowing  but 
employment  rising,  leading  to 
a  fall  in  productivity  and  a  rise 
in  unit  labour  costs.  However, 
weaker  output  is  also  depress¬ 
ing  factory  gate  prices,  which 
is  crucially  important  to  future 
retail  price  inflation. 

Also  announced  was  a  £1 
billion  public  sector  borrow¬ 
ing  requirement  for  Decem¬ 
ber.  This  was  higher  than  the 
City  had  expected  but  was 
largely  due  to  a  change  in  the 
timing  of  interest  payments. 
Most  economists  believe  that 
the  PSBR  is  on  track  to  meet 
the  Government’s  fall-year 
forecast  of  £29  billion. 

The  City  is  now  eagerly 
awaiting  today’s  figures  for 
retail  prices  arid  retail  sales. 
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Lloyds  talks 


Britain’s  second  largest 
chemists  may  soon  be  in  new 
hands  after  revealing  that  it  is 
in  talks  with  a  potential 
buyer.  Uqyds  Chemists, 
which  also  owns  the  Holland 
&  Barratt  health  food  chain, 
said  it  was  talking  to  one 
interested  party  with  whom  it 
has  been  in  discussion  for 
some  time.  Lloyds  shares 
News  of  the  discussions  sent 
the  share  price  up  75p  to  3b6p. 
Page  27 


Bank  worries 


The  relationship  between 
banks  and  small  businesses 
still  has  scope  for 
improvement  Page  30 


Forte  battle 
enters  its 
final  throes 


By  Eric  Rbguly 


THE  decisive  moment  in  the 
battle  for  Forte  comes  tomor¬ 
row,  when  both  Forte  and 
Granada  hold  their  final  meet¬ 
ing  with  Mercury  Asset  Man¬ 
agement  the  fond  manager 
whose  support  is  considered 
crucial  to  the  bid's  outcome. 

MAM  owns  about  15  per 
cent  of  Forte,  making  it  the 
angle  largest  shareholder  of 
the  hotels  and  restaurants 
group.  Forte's  chances  of  re¬ 
maining  independent  will  be 
considerably  weakened  unless 
it  can  convince  MAM  that 
Granada’s  £35  billion  offer 
does  not  adequately  reflect 
Forte's  potential  future  value. 

Granada  yesterday  bought 
another  83  million  Rate 
shares,  paying  384p  apiece,  to 
raise  its  stake  to  9.9  per  cent.  - 

The  Forte  familyowns  approx¬ 
imately  8  per  emt  of  Fort&but 
its  management  hopes  to  re¬ 
tain  many  of  the  .individual 
shareholders. 

Leading  arfkfcy  page  19 


Tesco  leads  the  winners 
over  the  festive  period 


By  Sarah  Rabmall 


MIXED  news  emerged  from 
the  high  street  yesterday  on 
trading  over  the  festive  period 
with  Tesco  claiming  it  had 
enjoyed  its  finest  Christmas, 
while  Body  Shop  issued  a 
surprise  profit  warning. 

Tesco  lifted  Kke-for-lake 
sales  by  85  per  cent  in  the  20 
weeks  to  December  30  fold  by 
K)  per  cent  in  the  four  weeks 
leading  up  to  the  new  year.  Sir 
Ian  MacLaurin,  Tesco  chair¬ 
man,  said:  “This  was  the  best 
Christmas  we  have  ever  had. 
Tins'  reflects  the  success  of 
Qubcard  as  well  as  our 
Oiristraas  range  ”  The  com¬ 
pany's  shares  suffered  from' 
news  of  price  pledges  from 
Esso  and  Shell  that  threaten  to 
erodeTesco’s  petrol  sales.  The 
sharcsslipped  T^p  to  30Sp. 

The  Body  Shop,  the  ' eco- 
friendly  cosmetics  group,  re¬ 
ported  flair  tike-fbr43te  sales  in 
the  ten  weeks  to  December  30. 
It  blamed  the  difficult  retail 
dimate  in  the  US,  reflected  in 


MacLaurin:  delighted 


a  7  per  cent  drop  in  like-for- 
Iike  rales  in  the  US,  for  a 
warning  that  pre-tax  profits 
for  the  year  to  February  were 
expected  to  fall  slightly  short 
of  last  year’s  £35  million.  The 
shares  were  lp  down  at  151  p. 

Kingfisher,  the  Comet  to 
Woolworths  group,  revealed 
strong  sales  in  some  parts  of 
its  empire.  Overall  sales 
jumped  85  per  oent  in  the  ten 


weeks  to  January1  6  and  like- 
for-like  sales  rose  3.9  per  cenL 
Woolworths  and  Comet  safes 
were  offset  by  falls  at  B&Q 
and  Darty.  The  75  per  cent 
advance  at  Woolworths.  re¬ 
moved  any  vestige  of  concern 
that  the  chain  would  suffer  a 
repeat  of  the  previous  year’s 
profit  warning.  Kingfisher’s 
share  rose  9p  to  538p. 

Alfders,  the  department 
store  and  international  duty¬ 
free  retailer,  fared  similarly. 
In  the  15  weeks  to  January  13, 
the  department  stores  mus¬ 
tered  an  S5  per  cent  advance 
in  sales  and  a  1  per  cent  rise  in 
like-for-Iike  sales.  Duty-free 
sales  leapt  45  per  cent.  Shares 
rose  3p  to  I76p. 

□  The  use  of  credit  and  debit 
cards  by  British  consumers 
reached  a  record-breaking 
£7.9  billion  in  December,  up  a 
huge  20  per  cent  from  last 
Christmas,  according  to  the 
Credit  Card  Research  Group. 
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Finance 

panel 

overhaul 


By  Ross  Tie  man 


THE  Private  Finance  Panel, 
which  advises  the  Chancellor, 
Kenneth  Clarke,  on  his  plans 
to  replace  £14  billion  of  public 
spending  with  private  sector 
projects,  is  being  overhauled 
in  an  effort  to  give  the  initia¬ 
tive  new  impetus. 

Ten  members  of  the  16- 
strong  panel  are  stepping 
down,  while  only  three  new 
recruits  will  join.  They’  are 
Gren  Folwell.  finance  director 
of  the  Halifax  Building  Society; 
Robin  Fox,  vice-chairman  of 
merchant  bank  Kleinwort  Ben¬ 
son  Group  and  Aiastair  Ross 
Goobey,  chief  executive  of  Her¬ 
mes  Pensions  Management. 

Seven  members  of  the  new 
nine-person  panel  will  each 
take  responsibility  fur  over¬ 
sight  of  Private  Finance  Initia¬ 
tive  (PFT)  projects  within  a 
particular  ministry. 

Among  those  fearing  the 
panel  are  Howard  Davies,  the 
depot}’  governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England. 


Timetable  for  European  bank  ‘not  viable’ 


-  By  PairxciaTehan 

BANKING  CORRESPONDENT 


A  EUROPEAN  central  bank  is  unwork¬ 
able  under  current  economic  and  polit¬ 
ical  conditions  m  Europe  and  should  be 
postponed.  To  suggest  that  the  1999 
angle  currency  timetable  is  viable  “flies 

mthefacl  of  the  fads’*.  according  to  Lord 
Tugendhat.  a former  European 
Gmimissioner. 

•Lord  Tugendhat  a  staunch  pro-Euro¬ 
pean  and  chairman  of  Abbey  National 
Britain's,  fifth  biggest  bark,  cast  doubt 
over  the  likely  success  of  the  central  bank 


the  first  time  a  senior  British  banker  has 
pohEdy  attacked  the  proposals. 

•  .He  said. that  among  the  most  impor- 
tant  Directives  of  the  proposed  European 
:  central  bankls  that  it  should  maintain  a 


greater  degree  of  monetary  stability 
within  the  participating  states  as  a  group 
than  could  otherwise  be  achieved**.  To  do 
that,  derisions  most  be  made  that  are 
"often  painful  and  unpopular".  Such 
derisions  affect  “not  just  markets  but 
jobs,  the  prosperity  of  many  people  and 
the  profits,  even  the  existence  of  individ¬ 
ual  firms**,  he  said. 

The  institution  charged  with  making 
such  derisions  tad  to  be  able  to  act 
quickly  and  derisively  “and  its  decisions 
must  be  folly  and  simultaneously  imple¬ 
mented  throughout  the  jurisdiction  to 
which  they  apply".  But  Lord  Tugendhat 
said  it  was  questionable  whether  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  institutions,  such  as  a  antral 
bank,  at  the  present  time  or  for  the  next 
few  years  “will  enjoy  the  moral  and 
'  practical  authority  required  to  cany  such 
nsponsflHfities’''- 


He  also  said  that  the  current  record  of 
implementation  and  observance  of  EU 
rules  in  member  states  "can  best  be 
described  as  patchy”. 

Lord  Tugendhat  raid  that  he  was  in 
favour  of  single  currency’  and  of  a 
European  central  bank,  but  only  when 
conditions  were  right  This  meant  ex¬ 
tending  the  scope  of  the  single  market, 
ensuring  that  the  economies  of  member 
stales  are  in  underlying  equalitarium, 
seeing  dial  there  is  sustained  growth, 
seeing  that  there  would  not  be  a  negative 
effect  on  employment  across  member 
states,  and  ensuring  that  public  opinion 
isrieariy  in  favour  of  the  move. 

Lord  Tugendhat  added:  “It  is  more 
important  to  get  it  right  than  to  meet  an 
arbitrary  deadline.  This  timetable  is  not 
reasonable  and  it  does  not  reflect  the 
underlying  realities." 


James  Capel 
welcomes 
Private  Clients 


Best  known  as  institutional  stockbrokers,  we  are  also  one 
of  the  leading  private  client  investment  managers  in  the 
UK,  providing  individual  portfolio  services  from 
,£100,000  for  both  domestic  and  ofishore  clients,  either 
in  London  or  through  our  Channel  Islands  company. 


For  farther  information,  please  contact 
Lucinda  Come, 

James  Capel  &  Co.  Limited, 

Investment  Management, 

6  Bevis  Marks,  London,  EC3A  7JQ. 
Telephone:  0171-621  0011.  Facsimile:  0171-283  3187 


James  Capel 


INVESTMENT  MANAGEMENT 
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Loyalty  Visa 
launched 
by  Budgens 

Bv  Sarah  BagNall 

BUDGENS,  the  South  East-based  food  retail¬ 
er,  yesterday  launched  a  loyalty  card  with  a 
difference  —  a  Visa  card. 

John  von  Spreckdscn.  chief  executive,  suid: 
“It  is  a  unique  card.  It  has  features  that  make  it 
far  superior  to  anything  else  in  the  market." 

Launched  in  conjunction  with  The  Asso¬ 
ciates,  an  American  finance  organisation 
owned  by  the  Ford  Group,  the  Budgens  Visa 
card  is  unusual  in  that  users  can  still  accrue 
points  if  they  shop  at  rival  supermarket  groups 
but  use  iheir  Budgens  card  to  pay. 

Mr  von  Spreckelsen  said  the  initial  target 
audience  for  the  card  was  the  group's  one 
million  shoppers.  Currently  only  26  per  cent  of 
its  customers  use  cards.  Budgens  is  not 
incurring  any  of  the  costs  of  the  card  and  as  a 
result  the  scheme  will  nut  dilute  earnings. 

The  news  came  as  Budgens  revealed  a  rise  in 
pre-tax  profits  from  £900.000  to  £4.3  million  in 
the  28  weeks  to  November  IZ  helped  by  the 
group  abandoning  Penny  Market,  the  loss- 
incurring  discount  venture.  This  helped  to  lift 
gross  margins,  while  the  replacement  format 
Freshsave.  helped  to  lift  sales.  Sales  rose  from 
£150.1  million  to  £162.6  million  and  like- far-like 
sales  rose  4.5  per  cent.  The  interim  dividend, 
due  April  II.  was  up  for  the  first  time  in  several 
years,  from  OJp  to  D.35p.  and  is  payable  out  of 
earnings  of  Zip  (0.4p).  Shares  rose  Ip  to  344  p. 


MAHTW  BEDOALL 
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John  von  Spreckelsen.  chief  executive,  with  a  mock-up  of  the  Budgens  Visa  card  which  also  rewards  customers  for  loyalty 


Pru  falls 
as  rivals’ 
sales 
increase 

Bv  Marianne  Curphev 

THREE  of  the  UK's  major  life 
companies  showed  gains  -in 
new  business  during  1*395 
while  the  Prudential's  sales 
fell  S  per  cent  during  what  it 
described  as  a  "difficult"  year. 

Sales  of  annual  premium 
life  and  pension  products  and 
single  premium  products  at 
the  Prudential,  the  UK's  big¬ 
gest  insurance  company,  both 
fell  8  per  cent  to  £244  million 
and  £2.027  billion  respectively 
as  the  public  remained  reluc¬ 
tant  to  buy  pensions  and  life 
products  after  the  mis-selling 
scandal. 

Worldwide,  annual  sales 
were  down  3  per  cent  to  £500 
million  and  single  premium 
sales  down  II  per  cent  to  £4.47 
billion  in  the  year  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31. 

While  the  fall  throughout 
the  industry  was  an  average  15 
per  cent  in  1995.  General 
Accident,  which  assumed  con¬ 
trol  of  the  pensions  provider 
Provident  Mutual  on  January 
l.  reported  a  53  per  cent 
increase  in  total  new  premi¬ 
ums. 

Scottish  Life  unveiled  in¬ 
creases  in  group  and  individ¬ 
ual  pensions  business  but  a 
drop  in  mortgage  sales,  and 
Scottish  Widows  reported 
total  new  premium  income  up 
44  per  cent  to  £1.005  billion. 

The  value  of  Genera!  Acci¬ 
dent's  nc»  business  reached  a 
record  £9Jb  million,  compris¬ 
ing  £894  million  of  new  single 
premiums  and  £42.3  million  of 
ntr.v  annua]  premiums. 

General  Accident  admitted 
that  several  hundred  staff  out 
of  3.200  em  pimed  by  General 
Accident  Life  after  its  takeover 
of  Provident  Mtnujl  could  be 
>hvd  under  restructuring 
plans.  Peter  Hales,  assistant 
general  manager,  said  !i» 
jobs  had  a l retidy  gone. 


Whitehall  concedes  rate 
of  jobless  fall  is  slowing 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


THE  Government  now  recog¬ 
nises  that  the  downtrend  trend 
in  unemployment  is  declining. 
This  was  made  clear  by  White¬ 
hall  officials  yesterday  when 
they  announced  a  further,  but 
lower  than  expected,  fail  of 
7.000  in  the  number  out  of 
work  and  claiming  benefit. 

Ministers  claimed  the  de¬ 
cline  was  "dear  evidence"  of 
the  success  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  economic  polities, 
though  opposition  leaders 
warned  the  figures  meant  a 
looming  return  of  recession. 

New  figures  published  by 
the  Central  Statistical  Office 
confirmed  the  blunder  by 
Michael  Heselrinc.  Deputy' 


Prime  Mi/iisrer.  who  disclosed 
the  28lh  successive  monthly 
fall  in  unemployment  a  day 
too  soon.  Though  headline, 
unadjusted  unemployment  ac¬ 
tually  rose  by  32.07S  to 
2JLSZI4  in  December,  after 
being  seasonally  adjusted  fig¬ 
ures  seen  as  the  best  guide  to 
the  trend  in  unemployment 
showed  a  7.900  fall  to 
2Z36.900  —  S  per  cent  of  the 
workforce  and  a  four-and-a- 
half-year  low. 

Seasonally-adjusted  unem¬ 
ployment  fell  for  men  and 
women,  but  rose  in  Scotland, 
where  even  on  an  adjusted 
basis  it  went  up  by  800. 

Statisticians  stuck  to  their 


belief  that  the  like!}'  monthly 
fall  in  unemployment  remains 
10-15.000.  though  they  pro¬ 
duced  figures  to  show  that 
since  unemployment  fell  from 
its  peak  in  December  1992  —  it 
is  now  down  741.600  since 
then  —  the  rate  of  decrease  is 
dearly  declining. 

In  1995.  unemployment  fell 
by  16.500  a  month,  by  a 
monthly  average  of  35,100  in 

1994  and  by  15.100  a  month  in 

1995  Over  the  past  six  months 
it  has  fallen  by  an  average  of 
12,800,  and  over  the  past  three 
bv  9.500  before  last  month's 
fa'll  of  7.900.  A  Whitehall 
statistician  said:  “There  are 
signs  that  the  downward  mend 


Productivity  falling  for 
first  time  in  ten  years 


PRODUCTIVITY  is  falling  in 
Britain  far  the  first  time  for 
ten  years,  new  Government 
figures  showed  yesterday. 

The  productivity  totals  — 
espedalty  when  coupled  with 
continuing  rising  unit  labour 
costs  although  average  earn¬ 
ings  growth  remained  fiat  — 
will  dispirit  business  leaders 
striving  to  improve  UK  induv 
trial  competitiveness. 

New  figures  from  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Statistical  Office  showed 
that  manufacturing  output 
per  head  in  the  three  months 
to  November  tell  0.1  per  cent 
compared  with  a  year  before. 

Although  ihi>  b  a  very 
small  fall,  it  marks  the  first 
decline  Tall  in  the  three-month 
productivity  figures  —  month- 
1%  totals  show  creator  volatili- 


By  Our  Industrial  Editor 

ty  —  since  March  1986.  when 
output  per  head  also  fell  0.1 
per  cenL 

At  the  same  time,  the  rise  in 
unit  wage  costs  in  manufac¬ 
turing  industry  accelerated. 
Business  leaders  regard  unit 
wage  costs  as  a  key  indicator 
of  Britain's  competitive 
performance. 

In  the  period,  wages  and 
salaries  per  unit  of  output  in 
manufacturing  industry  rose 
4  per  cent  compared  with  a 
year  previously.  This  marks  a 
rise  from  the  5.7  per  cent 
increase  in  November,  and 
continues  a  steadily  rising 
trend. 

But  average  earnings  re¬ 
mained  stable,  with  the  un¬ 
derlying  rise  far  the  whole 
econorm  risinc  for  the  fifth 
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successive  month  by  3.25  per 
cent  But  some  economists 
continued  to  be  concerned 
about  earnings,  saying  that 
an  upswing  in  earnings 
growth  is  probably  inevitable 
in  the  coming  months. 

However,  public  sector  pay 
specialists  said  the  flat  earn¬ 
ings  growth  might  mean  pub¬ 
lic  sector  workers  falling 
behind  when  the  Government 
announces  —  probably  by 
early  next  month  —  the 
awards  from  the  pay  review- 
bodies  for  15  million 
employees. 

Chris  Trinder.  chief  econo¬ 
mist  of  the  Chartered  Institute 
of  Public  Finance  and  Ac¬ 
countancy.  said:  "Public  sec¬ 
tor  workers  in  19%  could  have 
their  worst  tear  since  1990." 


has  been  declining  since  1994." 

Last  month's  figures  rose 
because  more  people  were 
joining  the  unemployment 
count  and  fewer  people  left  it. 
The  flow  of  people  joining  the 
count  rose  by  2L200  to  295,800 
while  the  number  of  people 
leaving  it  dropped  by  8.500  to 
305.000. 

Separate  figures  from  the 
Government's  quarterly  Lab¬ 
our  Force  Survey  showed  a 
7.000  rise  in  the  number  of 
daimaint  unemployed,  as 
measured  on  the  internation¬ 
ally-accepted  ILO  basis, 
though  Whitehall  officials  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  increase  was 
largely  a  •‘sampling  fluctua- 
tibn"  and  should  not  be  given 
undue  significance.  ILO  un¬ 
employment  in  the  autumn 
quarter  fell  by  15.000  to  24 
million. 

At  the  same  time,  the  stock 
of  vacancies  at  Jobcentres  fell 
by  3,400  in  the  month  to 
December,  and  platings  into 
jobs  fell  by  700. 

Ministers  denied  any  signif¬ 
icance  in  the  lower-than-ex- 
pected  fall  in  claimant 
unemployment  Eric  Forth. 
Education  and  Employment 
minister,  said:  “Figures  will 
inevitably  fluctuate  from 
month  to  month."  But  Labour 
said  the  “small  drop  masks 
the  growing  evidence  of  a 
rerum  ro  recession". 

John  Monks.  TUC  General 
Secretary,  said  the  figures 
showed  that  the  “recovery  is 
beginning  to  peter  ouf.  and 
called  on  Kenneth  Clarke,  the 
Chancellor,  to  cui  interest 
rares  immediately. 

□  Figures  from  the  CSO 
showed  a  big  increase  in  days 
lost  through  industrial  action 
last  November  —  up  to  69.000 
over  the  month  compared  to 
29.000  in  October  and  just 
17.01X5  in  November  l°94. 


Lloyd’s  to 
insist  on 
‘passport’ 
to  work 

By  Graham  Searjeant 

FINANCIAL  EDITOR 

LLOYD’S  of  London's  regula¬ 
tors  are  to  authorise  individ¬ 
ual  market  professionals  for 
the  first  time.  David  Gittings, 
who  succeeded  Rosalind 
Gilmore  as  head  of  regu  lation, 
said  that  tests  applied  would 
include  competence,  as  shown 
for  instance  by  a  manager’s 
underwriting  record. 

The  drive  for  individual 
passports  to  work  at  the 
insurance  market  is  part  of  a 
plan  to  make  regulation  more 
like  that  under  the  Financial 
Services  Act.  Sir  Alan  Hard- 
castle,  chairman  of  Lloyd's 
Regulatory  Board,  unveiled 
the  first  annual  regulatory 
plan  yesterday.  He  said  that 
openness  was  one  of  the  main 
recommendations  of  the  re¬ 
view  by  Miss  Gilmore. 

Authorising  individuals  to 
trade  depends  on  agreeing  a 
code  of  business  conduct,  simi¬ 
lar  to  those  promoted  by  the 
Securities  and  Investments 
Board.  Sir  Alan  hopes  to 
complete  the  code  this  month. 

Sir  Alan  said  that 
authorisation  would  initially 
apply  to  between  4,000  and 
6,000  key  individuals  in  agen¬ 
cies.  mostly  directors  and  un¬ 
derwriting  managers.  Mr 
Gittings  hopes  to  process  these 
within  a  year  of  people  having 
ro  apply,  probably  in  the 
Spring.  No  time  has  been  set 
for  authorisation  to  be  needed 
to  trade,  but  Sir  Alan  insisted 
that  existing  professionals 
would  not  automatically  qual¬ 
ify.  saying:  "Some  will  have  to 
leave  or  will  not  apply." 

The  board  will  also  monitor 
firms  more  often,  streamline 
disciplinary  procedures,  make 
firms  liable  for  employees  and 
bring  in  a  tariff  of  fines  for 
minor  failings. 

Pennington,  page  27 


Blinder  leaving  Fed 

Advocate  of  lower 
US  rates  to  quit 

ALAN  BLINDER.  Deputy 
Chairman  of  the  Federal  Re- 

<ervt»  Board  and  a  strong 

advocate  of  lower  US  interest  , .  .  V  'VjvJH 

rates,  is  to  stop  down  w  hen  his  :  ... 

term  of  office  expires  at  the  "‘Y'vjH 

end  of  this  month.  I 

Mr  Blinder's  departure  will  f 
remove  the  chief  supporter  at  i  *  ’  ■  -•  /; 

the  Fed  of  a  mure  relaxed  '  tf'„  -  V- 
monetary  priicy.  In  late  I094.  . 

and  \>ver  the  past  few  months.  HbAT!  " .  'L* 

he  fta>  argued  that  rhe  soften- 
ing  of  the  US  economy  re- 
quirwl  lower  interest  rates  to  V’  W  ;  ' 

avoid  the  rNk  of  reefs  won 

His  view  has  increasingly  - v.  ■■ 

gained  ground  at  the  Foi  and  Greenspan:  ‘staying  on' 

most  economists  now  expect 

the  centra!  bvink  to  cut  the  rate  is  widely  expected  to  be  rcap- 
by  about  half  a  percentage  pointed  by  the  President,  even 
point  at  its  next  meeting  on  though  he  was  originally  a 
January -SO-  Republican  appointment.  ’ 

Mr  Blinder  s  departure  vir-  Mr  Blinder,  an  academic 
tually  ensures  that  the  top  Fed  from  Princeton  Lfaiversity  and 
appointments  remain  in  the  a  lifelong  Keynesian,  often 
hands  of  Republican  sympa-  drew  criticism  from  Wall 
thisen:.  Mr  Blinder  was  Prcsi-  Street  for  his  willingness  10 
dent  Bill  Ciinton'*  most  toicrate  a  degree  of  inflation  to 
influential  appointee  al  the  keeji 1  the  economy  growing. 
Fed  and  w  hen  he  was  appoint-  His  departure  leaves  two 
ed  two  ycarv  ago  was  muled  as  vacancies  on  the  seven-mem- 
a  possible  successor  to  Alan  ber  Fed  board,  which  the 
Greenspan  us  chairman.  President  must  fill.  It  is  doubt- 
However,  the  Republican  ful.  however,  whether  Mr 
majority  in  Congreis  appears  Ciintun  will  be  able  w  gel 
to  have  put  paid  to  that.  Mr  Congressional  approval  for 
Greenspan  s  second  four-veur  anyone  who  shares  Mr  Blind- 
term  expires  in  March  but  he  er's  economic  views. 


Greenspan:  ‘staying  on' 

is  widely  expected  to  be  reap¬ 
pointed  by  the  President,  even 
fltoueh  he  was  orisinaUy  a 
Republican  appointment. 

Mr  Blinder,  an  academic 
from  Princeton  University  and 
a  lifelong  Keynesian,  often 
drew  criticism  from  Wall 
Street  for  his  willingness  10 
tolerate  a  degree  of  inflation  to 
keep  the  economy  growing. 

His  departure  leaves  two 
vacancies  on  the  seven-mem¬ 
ber  Fed  board,  which  the 
President  must  fill.  It  is  doubt¬ 
ful.  however,  whether  Mr 
Ciintun  will  be  able  io  gel 
Congressional  approval  for 
anyone  who  shares  Mr  Blind¬ 
er's  economic  views. 


Partial  settlement 
over  Exxon  disaster 

EXXON,  the  world’s  latest  ofl  company,  has  reactied  a 
SjS«nlementof$300  million  in 

London  and  other  underwriters  over  the  Wi  Earn Raider 
oil  spill  in  Alaska,  which  resulted  m  a  $5  biffion  pumhw  tine 
in  1W4.  The  suit  sought  to  recover  ^  ^ 

Exxon’s  expenses  as  cargo  owner.  The  Eioran  valOM 
supertanker  spilled  II  million  gallons  of  oil,  polluting  1.500 

m  l2  °Raymorfo^Exxon  chairman,  said  he  was  “Pleas^" 
with  the  partial  settlement  but  added  *at  the  Mmpany  stiff 

has  “substantial  insurance  claims  »  &i?a nril  s 

other  underwriters".  Exxon  said  a  tnal  daft ja Ifor  ApnlS. 
has  been  planned  in  the  State  District  of  Harris  County. 
T^aTw  address  [hose  claims.  Exxon  also  jresterday  settled  a 
$35  million  deal  over  thousands  of  miscellaneous  damages 
claims  that  could  help  to  speed  up  payouts  hy  fhe  company, 
although  plaintiffs  believe  settlement  could  still  take  years. 

Intel  disappoints 

INTEL,  the  world's  largest  microchip  maker,  reported  a 
surge  in  earnings  and  revenues  for  the  final  quarter  of  last 
year,  but  failed  to  match  Wall  Street's  expectations  and  raised 
fears  of  a  slowdown  in  computer  sales  this  year.  The 
company,  which  is  seen  as  a  bellwether  for  the  computer 
industry,  said  revenues  rose  42  per  cent  to  $4.58  billion,  while 
earnings  doubled  to  $867  million  .  or  98  cents  a  share. 
Analysts,  who  had  been  expecting  about  $1.12  per  share, 
were  disappointed.  The  gloom  deepened  when  Intel  said 
revenues  were  unlikely  to  grow  during  the  next  few  months. 

US  report  hurts  Medeva 

SHARES  of  Medeva,  the  pharmaceuticals  company,  fell 
more  than  5  per  cent  yesterday,  to  259p,  after  the  US  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  reported  that  the  company’s 
leading  drug  can  cause  cancer  tumours  in  some  mice.  The 
drug,  methylphenidaie.  which  is  used  to  treat  hyperactivity  in 
children,  caused  liver  tumours  in  male  mice  fed  30  times  the 
normal  dose  for  two  years.  Medeva  said  it  did  not  expect  the 
results  to  reduce  the  sales  of  the  drug  significantly.  Analysts 
downplayed  fears  that  the  FDA  report  would  be  damaging. 
They  noted  that  the  FDA  stiff  recommends  the  drug. 

BET  wins  pension  case 

A  HIGH  COURT  test  case  on  pension  rights  brought  by  11 
“dinner  ladies"  and  affecting  3.000  former  part-time  employees 
of  Lancashire  County  Council  was  yesteeday  derided  in  favour 
of  employers.  Judge  Robert  Walker  ruled  that  BET  Catering 
Services  was  entitled  not  to  accept  the  women,  who  had  worked 
for  the  council  and  been  members  of  the  Local  Government 
Pension  Scheme,  into  its  company  scheme  because  they  earned 
under  £15,000  a  year.  The  ruling  means  that  under  EC  law 
firms  taking  over  state  services,  or  the  assets  of  a  business, 
need  not  provide  pension  benefits  for  transferring  employees. 

Greene  King  sells  shops 

GREENE  KING  has  largely  baled  out  of  wine  retailing, 
blaming  the  increasing  rote  of  supermarkets  and  the  boom  in 
cross-Channel  drink  imports,  with  the  sale  of  21  shops  to 
Victoria  Wine.  A  spokeswoman  for  the  regional  brewer  said  it 
had  suffered  a  steady  decline  in  the  business  of  the  chain  of 
Thos.  Featling  wine  merchants  in  East  Anglia  and  would 
now  focus  on  mail  order  sales,  keeping  just  three  of  the  stores 
open.  She  said  the  brewer  had  seen  a  felling  off  in  retail  sales 
over  the  past  few  years.  No  price  has  been  disclosed  for  the 
deal 

BankAmerica  boost 

BANKAMERIGA.  the  second  largest  bank  in  the  US, 
reported  strong  growth  in  earnings  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
last  year  from  $591  million  to  $704  million.  Earnings  were 
$1.74  a  share,  up  from  $1.41  a  year  ago  and  compared  with 
estimates  of  around  $1.68.  For  the  whole  year,  earnings  rose 
from  $2.1  billion  to  $2.7  billion,  in  line  with  the  strong 
performance  of  most  US  banks  over  the  same  period. 
BankAmerica  said  its  lending  had  risen  by  10  per  cent  and 
non-interest  income  was  also  up  on  the  previous  year. 

SFA  silent  on  probe 

THE  Securities  and  Futures  Authority,  the  watchdog  for 
brokers  and  futures  dealers,  yesterday  declined  to  confirm 
or  deny  mounting  City  speculation  that  two  companies 
within  the  Winchester  Commodities  Group  —  Winchester 
Brokerage  and  Winchester  Asset  Management  —  are  being 
investigated  for  alleged  rule  breaches.  However,  the  SFA 
did  confirm  that  the  two  companies  were  registered  as 
members,  as  is  Charles  Vincent,  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
group. 

British  Gas  buys  fields 

BRITISH  GAS  has  bought  a  £20  million  portfolio  of  gas  fields 
and  licences  to  explore  for  oil  and  gas  in  Italy  from  Fiat,  the 
carmaker.  Some  three  million  cubic  feet  of  gas  a  year  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  pumped  to  Fiat  to  fuel  its  car  and  other  engineering 
plants.  However.  British  Gas  plans  to  explore  for  oil  in  the 
southern  Apennines,  where  large  oil  deposits  have  been  found 
by  other  companies.  Fiat  and  British  Gas  already  have  a  joint 
venture  to  install  and  operate  gas-burning  combined  heat  and 
deer  rid  ty  plants  in  Fiat  factories.  Com  plications,  page  29 

Nynex  optimistic 

NYNEX  CableComms.  the  second  largest  cable  company, 
reported  yesterday  that  its  cable- telephony  penetration 
increased  from  19.8  per  cent  to  24.6  per  cent  in  the  quarter  to 
December  31.  Cable-television  penetration,  however,  rose 
only  marginally  to  19.8  per  cent.  A  spokesman  said  that  the 
company  is  “disappointed-  with  fdevirion  penetration,  but 
expects  a  renewed  marketing  effort,  including  a  national 
advertising  campaign  in  March,  to  lift  the  figure.  Annual 
earnings  will  be  released  next  month. 


MPs  to  debate 
Rom  Data 

MPs  are  to  hold  a  full-scale 
debate  next  week  on  how 
£850,000  of  taxpayers'  was 
poured  into  a  West  Country 
computer  firm  when  one  of 
the  directors  had  a  troubled 
financial  history  (Robert 
Miller  writes). 

The  DTI  yesterday  con¬ 
firmed  that  an  investigation 
into  how  DTI  officials  foiled 
to  run  checks  and  discover 
that  John  Dawson,  a  former 
director  of  Rom  Data  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  Falmouth,  was  a 
discharged  bankrupt,  has 
bran  completed. 

Ian  Lang,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  has  prom¬ 
ised  MPs  that  he  will  reveal 
the  results  (rf  the  report  to  MPs 
and  could  do  so  during  the 
debate  new  Wednesday, 
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□  Tugendhat  sounds  a  note  of  caution  □  Paying  for  the  North  Sea  bubble  □  Lime  Street  follows  in  Gilmore’s  footsteps 


□  WHEN  a  Europhile  like  Lord 
Tugendhat  is  forced  to  make  a 
public  attack  cm  the  concept  of  a 
European  central  bank,  and  by 
implication  on  chances  of  eco¬ 
nomic  and  monetary  union,  it  is 
a  clear  sign  that  the  mood  is 
turning  against  the  current 
EMU  timetable. 

Lord  Ttigendhat  is  only  voic¬ 
ing  what  Britain’s  most  senior 
bankers  have  been  saying  pri¬ 
vately  at  lunches  and  dinners  in 
the  City  for  months.  But  since 
Abbey  National  has  more  to  gain 
from  a  single  currency  than  its 
rivals,  which  have  massive  for¬ 
eign  exchange  trading  systems, 
perhaps  he  feels  that  ne  is  in  a 
stronger  position  to  speak  out 

Henas  been  one  of  the  biggest 
supporters  of  the  European 
Union  and  a  great  believer  that  a 
single  market  needs  a  single 
currency.  But  he  sensibly  ques¬ 
tions  the  wisdom  of  bong  a  slave 
to  a  timetable  that  does  not 
reflect  the  underlying  realities. 

There  is  a  growing  awareness 
that  the  move  towards  a  single 
currency  is  being  driven  by  the 
will  of  foe  politicians,  not  of  the 
public.  Indeed,  there  is  little 
evidence  of  any  public  yearning 
within  foe  community,  outside 
one  or  two  special  interest 
groups,  for  closer  economic  ties. 
But  once  politicians  have  set 
themselves  a  firm  deadline  they 
are  unwilling  to  give  it  up,  even 
though  the  whcde  Maastricht 


Wolf  will 
sink  teeth 
inUSAIr 
unions 

USAir,  which  is  25  per  cent 
owned  by  British  Airways, 
has  appointed  a  tough  new 
chairman  and  chief  execu¬ 
tive  to  handle  key  negotia¬ 
tions  with  its  unions. 

Stephen  Wolf  who 
stepped  down  as  bead  of 
United  Airways  in  1994, 
replaces  foe  outgoing 
chairman,  Seth  Schofield. 
Mr  Schofield  is  leaving 
partly  because  he  foiled  to 
secure  concessions  from 
USAirt  powerful  unions. 
The  company,  which  has 
the  highest  cost  structure 
in  the  industry,  has  said  it 
is  aiming  for  cots  of 
around  $500  million. 

A  priority -of  the  new 
chairman  is  tikety  to  be  the 
deepening  of  USAir’s  rela¬ 
tionship  with  BA.  al¬ 
though  this  will  require 
delicate  handling  in  the 
face  of  Congressional 
opposition  to  the  foreign 
ownership  of  US  airlines. 

Photo-Me 

warning 

Shares  in  Photo-Me  Inter¬ 
national  fell  8p  to  125p 
after  the  world's  leading 
photo  booth  maker  and 
operator  accompanied  fiat 
fust-half  profits  with  a 
warning  of  lower  foil-year 
profits.  The  company, 
which  also  runs  copiers, 
express  print  services  and 
automatic  film  processing 
systems,  blames  foe  antici¬ 
pated  shortfall  on  foe  re¬ 
cent  French  strikes. 

Photo-Me’s  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its  edged  up  to  £10.1  mil¬ 
lion  in  the  six  months  to 
October  31.  compared  with 
£10  million  last  time,  cm 
turnover  ahead  8.4  per 
cent  to  £104.4  million.  The 
interim  dividend  is  main¬ 
tained  at  I5p  and  is  pay¬ 
able  on  April  9. 

Imro  takes 
action 

Imro,  the  watchdog  for 
fond  managers,  said  that 
investigations  and  disci¬ 
plinary  proceedings  were 
in  progress  against  some 
of  res  members  over  past 
pension  transfer  business. 
The  potential  rule  breach¬ 
es,  possibly  involving  “sys¬ 
temic  fading”  in  the  sales 
process,  came  to  light  as  a 
resuft  of  foe  industry-wide 
review  of  the  personal 
pensions  mis-seliiag 
scandal.  ■ 


The  doubts  of  a  Europhile 


debate  showed  the  need  to  en¬ 
sure  a  degree  of  public  support 
before 'attempting  to  implement 
anything  that  would  nave  a 
radical  effect  on  people’s  lives. 

If  the  current  timetable  re¬ 
mains  in  place  and  a  single 
currency  and  a  European  central 
bank  is  imposed  on  a  reluctant 
or.  at  best,  acquiescent  but  surly 
European  population,  not  only 
will  it  be  difficult  to  convince 
them  that  the  new  institution 
carries  sufficient  moral  and 
practical  authority,  foe  inter¬ 
national  capital  markets  will 
soon  recognise  it  is  based  on  a 
political  fudge  rather  than  on 
solid  economic  criteria. 

The  strikes  in  France  showed 
that  when  the  French  impose 
painful  economic  decisions  on 
the  French,  the  result  is  civil 
unrest  The  unification  of  East 
and  West  German  currencies 
was  tricky,  even  though  it  had 
overwhelming  political  and  pub¬ 
lic  support  How  popular  would 
such  measures  be  if  imposed 
from  outside,  by  Eurocrats? 

Lord  Tugendhat  is  suggesting 
an  unspecified  delay  before 
another  timetable  for  imple¬ 
mentation  is  set  But  there  is  a 


Catch  22  here.  If  there  is  no 
timetable,  there  is  unlikely  to  be 
a  single  currency  or  a  European 
central  bank. 

If  foe  current  timetable  is 
imposed  on  Europe  and  a  system 
rushed  in  when  economic  cri¬ 
teria  are  not  achieved  and  public 
will  is  not  behind  it  and  when  it 
cannot  be  shown  that  there  will 
be  a  beneficial  rather  than  a 
negattye  effect  on  everyone's 
lives,  it  will  never  he  met 

The  gasman 
cometh 

□  AT  British  Gas  it  is  put  up  or 
shut  up  time,  time  for  the 
Government  to  decide  just  who 
foots  the  cost  of  foe  £40  billion 
forward  contracts  that  have  gone 
sour  for  Britain's  most  unpopu¬ 
lar  utility. 

The  candidates  are  the  cus¬ 
tomer,  foe  public  exchequer. 
British  Gas  shareholders,  the 
North  Sea  producers  —  or  any 
combination,  of  foe  above.  A  mix- 
and-match  is  most  likely,  but  it 
win  be  a  judgment  of  Solomon  to 
share  out  the  burden  fairly. 

The  easiest  option  is  a  straight 


PENNINGTON 


levy  on  all  gas  shipped,  to  cover 
foe  eventual  losses.  The  loser:  the 
customer,  who  sees  fewer  bene¬ 
fits  from  competition  in  the 
domestic  market,  whenever  that 
may  eventually  arrive.  The 
drawback:  political,  in  that  the 
consumer  pays  for  British  Gas's 
earlier  mistakes,  and  much  of 
the  benefit  of  one  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  most  prized  policies  is  lost 
shortly  before  an  election. 
Probability:  less  than  25  per  cent 
The  next  option  is  to  allow  the 
losses  to  be  recouped  by  adjust¬ 
ing  the  regulatory  formulae 
governing  future  price  rises.  The 
loser:  foe  customer  again,  as 
prices  are  kept  artificially  high. 
The  drawback:  foe  regulator  has 
already  set  her  mind  against  this 
—  although  regulators'  minds 


can  be  changed.  Probability: 
rather  less  than  25  per  cent 

The  next  solution  is  a  straight 
smash-and-grab  on  public  fi¬ 
nances.  whether  by  adjusting  the 
tax  regime  or  by  more  direct 
methods.  The  loser  you  and  me. 
The  drawback:  hideously  pol¬ 
itical  —  your  tax  revenues  going 
to  keep  Cedric  Brown  in  foe  style 
to  wnich  he  is  accustomed. 
Probability:  negligible. 

Option  four  is  to  allow  nature 
to  take  its  course,  with  no  levy, 
contract  renegotiation,  or  any 
other  sop  to  the  British  Gas 
finances.  The  losers:  British  Gas 
shareholders,  deprived  of  future 
dividend  growth.  The  drawback: 
not  foe  greatest  advertisement 
for  privatisation  ahead  of  foe 
Rail  track  and  British  Energy 
floats.  Probability:  pretty  good,  if 
combined  with: 

Option  five:  club  foe  North  Sea 
producers  into  reaching  agree¬ 
ment  with  British  Gas  over 
renegotiation  of  the  contracts. 
The  losers:  the  customers, 
because  of  higher  prices  than 
otherwise,  British  Gas,  because 
there  will  have  to  be  some  give 
and  take  on  either  side,  and  the 
producers,  because  ditto.  The 


drawback:  it  would  take  some 
crude  and  public  arm-twisting, 
in  the  form  of  veiled  tax  threats, 
to  bring  foe  producers  to  the 
table.  But  it’s  a  tough  world. 
Probability:  overwhelming.  But 
time,  and  ministers,  will  tell. 

Lloyd’s  gears  up  for 
statutoiy  regulation 

□  LLOYD’S  Regulatory  Board 
is  making  its  machinery  look  as 
much  as  possible  like  the  self 
regulatory  organisations  that 
nestle  under  the  nervous  skirts  of 
the  Securities  and  Investments 
Board.  If  groups  such  as  foe  all¬ 
party  Treasury  Select  Committee 
get  their  way  and  Lloyds  is 
brought  into  a  new,  statutorily 
independent  framework  after  the 
election,  disruption  need  not  be 
so  great 

The  trend  to  corporate  capital, 
plus  new  rights  to  hold  and 
auction  participation  in  syn¬ 
dicates,  make  it  academic 
whether  the  traditional  system  of 
underwriting  names  could  be 
classed  as  investment  for  the 
purposes  of  foe  Financial  Ser¬ 
vices  Act.  The  brave  new  attempt 


to  authorise  individuals  as  well 
as  firms  to  trade  carries  the 
footprints  of  Rosalind  Gilmore, 
the  short-lived  former  head  of 
regulation.  It  makes  Lloyd’s  a 
hybrid,  in  FSA  terms,  between  a 
recognised  exchange  and  a  regu¬ 
lator  such  as  the  Securities  and 
Futures  Association.  This  begs 
the  question  whether  Lloyd's 
should  do  both  or  whether  the 
dual  functions  of  the  old  London 
Stock  Exchange  should  have 
been  divided  in  the  first  place. 

Meanwhile,  individual  autho¬ 
risation,  increased  monitoring 
and  a  more  routine  disciplinary 
system  should  hasten  the  trend 
to  a  slimmer,  more  professional 
but  duller,  less  potentially  profit¬ 
able  Lloyd's.  As  usual  at  Lloyd’s, 
however,  the  change  will  depend 
on  how  far  its  barons  allow  the 
new  regulatory  plan  to  be  put 
into  purposeful  action. 

Number  crunch 

□  STUNG  by  the  Treasury  Sel¬ 
ect  Committee’s  charge  that  he 
tends  towards  pessimism  on  inf¬ 
lation.  Eddie  George  has  his  first 
chance  today  to  show  that  he  has 
turned  over  a  new  leaf.  Although 
nobody  seriously  believes  that 
rates  are  coming  down  at  once, 
watch  for  the  Bank  of  England's 
money  market  operations  at 
10.15  this  morning.  A  flat  set  of 
retail  trade  and  inflation  num¬ 
bers,  and  you  never  know. 


Bid  talks  lift  shares 
in  Lloyds  Chemists 


By  Christine  Buckley 


THE  second-biggest  chemist 
in  the  high  street  may  soon  be 
in  new  hands  after  revealing 
that  it  is  in  talks  with  a 
potential  buyer. 

litiyds  Chemists,  which  also 
owns  the  Holland  &  Barratt 
health  food  chain,  said  ir  was 


Boots,  which  is  the  largest 
chemist  in  the  UK,  has  also 
been  touted,  although  the  reg¬ 
ulatory  hurdles  the  company 
would  face  would  be  consider¬ 
able.  Similarly,  Asda  and 
Tesco  have  been  mentioned 
because  of  their  developing 


talking  to  one  interested  party  interests  in  pharmaceutical 


with  whom  it  has  bean  in 
discussion  for  some  time. 
News  of  die  discussions  sent 
foe  share  price  leaping  75p  to 
366p.  while  the  market  jostled 
with  an  array  of  possible 
suspects. 

Many  large  retailers  were 
cited,  although  much  of  the 
spotlight  fell  on  UniChem,  foe 
pharmacy  chain.  Hie  move 
would  make  for  good  synergy 
if  UniChem  could  clear  any 
monopolies  concerns.  Shares 
in  UniChem  fell  lOp  to  239p. 


retailing,  but  both  stores  have 
indicated  that  they  are  not  in 
the  running. 

There  would  be  some  ad¬ 
ministrative  difficulty  in  a 
large  supermarket  chain  com¬ 
pletely  absorbing  foe  Lloyds 
business  because  of  its  family 
health  service  association  con¬ 
tracts.  Such  contracts  are  con¬ 
trolled  so  that  in  any  area 
there  is  only  a  certain  number 
of  outlets  that  are  allowed  to 
sell  prescribed  drugs.  The 
transfer  of  those  contracts  to 


IDES  JENSON 


Peter  ladthiad  models  clothes  by  Burro,  the  menswear 
designer  that  won  the  Nat  West  export  award  for  small 
businesses  at  the  1995  British  Apparel  Export  Awards 


such  a  supermarket  chain  or 
other  controlling  company 
would  be  likely  to  meet  with 
opposition  from  local 
pharmacies. 

Lloyds  told  the  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  before  the  market 
opened  yesterday  that  it  had 
received  an  approach  which 
could  lead  to  an  offer  being 
made  for  its  entire  share 
capital.  It  made  the  announce¬ 
ment  after  the  share  price  had 
climbed  in  the  previous  day's 
trading. 

The  company  said  it  was 
■  consulting  Samuel  Montagu, 
its  financial  advisers.  Rupert 
Faure  Walker,  a  corporate 
finance  director  of  the  mer¬ 
chant  bank,  said  that  a  further 
announcement  was  likely  by 
the  chemist,  which  has  900 
branches  and  awns  300  Hoi- 


Wainhomes 
calls  in 
police  over 
valuations 

By  Philip  Pangalos 

POLICE  have  been  called  in  to 
Wainhomes  and  is  investigat¬ 
ing  “valuation  irregularities” 
found  at  foe  Cheshire 
housebuilder’s  northern  divi¬ 
sion  in  Stan  dish,  Lancashire. 

The  irregularities  are  under¬ 
stood  to  relate  to  false  tailings 
and  valuations.  Two  employ¬ 
ees  at  the  group's  Wainhomes 
Northern  division  have  been 
dismissed  and  two  are  sus¬ 
pended  pending  investigations. 

The  group  estimates  that  the 
effect  of  adjusting  work-in- 
progress  to  take  account  of  the 
irregularities  will  result  in  an 
additional  charge  to  building 
casts  of  about  £2  million.  Some 
of  this  relates  to  foe  year  to 
March  31,  1995.  The  accounts 
were  audited  by  KPMG. 

Ron  Smith,  Wainhomes "5 
chief  executive,  has  been  dis¬ 
missed.  although  foe  group 
said  he  was  not  involved  in  the 
irregularities. 

Mr  Smith  sold  20  per  cent  of 
his  stake  in  the  company, 
realising  £1.11  million,  when  it 
was  floated  in  1994.  He  was  on 
a  Two-year  contract  and  is 
understood  to  have  received 
£192,000  last  year  as  well  as 
£12,000  of  pension  contribu¬ 
tions,  which  may  entitle  him  to 
a  £400,000-p1us  payoff.  Terms 
are  being  discussed. 


Welsh  Water  strikes 
a  deal  with  Ofwat 


The  number  of  Japanese  tourists  coming  to  the  UK  is 
constantly  growing  —  600,000  in  1995.  Now  is  a  great  time 
to  promote  your- business-  in  tills  very  profitable  market! 
As  one  of  the  world's  leading  Japanese  toar  operators  MEKI 
TRAVEL  knows  the  great  potential  this  market  has  for  all 
kinds  of  retail-  and  service  businesses.  We  are  now 
producing  a  travellers’  handbook  to  Britain  in  Japanese.  It 
will  ha  riwarihMtflri  tn  n nr  highwAndgw  rtif-ntg  —  thrwy  mftfa 
the  most  fie*  time  and.  money  to  spend! 

30,000  copies  are  to  be  printed,  this  would  be  foe  ideal 
place  to  advertise  any  British  business  which  ,  may  benefit 
from  foe  high-spending  Japanese  tourist  market. 

Prices  for  advertising  start  at  only  £870,.  (all  full-colour)  but 
spaces  tat  limited  So  contact  us  for  timber  details  now  so 
your  business  doesn't  out! 

Contact  Mr  Osanmatiraifoi  or  Vmenne  Coates 
on  (0171)  395  5140 

Miki  Travel  Limited,  18/2Q  Cannon  Street,  London  EG4M  6XD. 


WELSH  WATER  has  struck  a 
compromise  with  foe  warer 
regulator  over  its  bid  for  South 
Wales  Electricity  only  days 
before  the  Director-General  of 
Fair  Trading  is  due  to  reach  a 
derision  on  the  takeover. 

Ian  Byatt.  foe  Director-Gen¬ 
eral  of  Water  Services,  had 
called  for  the  water  business  of 
the  merged  utility  to  be  listed 
on  the  Stock  Exchange  sepa¬ 
rately  to  enable  price  tran¬ 
sparency  and  so  he  could 
monitor  other  aspects  of  the 
business.  But  Welsh  refused 
saying  arguing  that  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  a  separate  board 


By  Christine  Buckley 

lias  struck  a  for  the  business  and  selling  off 
foe  warer  a  percentage  of  the  share 


capital  would  defeat  many 
benefits  of  a  takeover.  It 
complained  that  such  de¬ 
mands  were  nor  placed  on 
North  West  Water  when  it 
bought  Norweb. 

Various  conditions  have 
now  been  agreed  which  stop 
short  of  Mr  Byatfs  demand 
for  separate  listing,  which  he 
now  intends  to  pursue  on  an 

industry-wide  basis. 

Part  of  foe  compromise 
indudes  new  issuance  of  pref¬ 
erence  shares  which  would  be 
separately  listed. 


land  &  Barratt  outlets,  within 
several  days. 

Mr  Faure  Walker  would 
give  no  indication  of  the 
bidder's  identity  except  that 
there  was  only  one  name  in 
the  frame. 

At  yesterday's  share  price, 
Lloyds  was  worth  E465  mil¬ 
lion.  while  analysts  are  sug¬ 
gesting  that  the  buyer  may 
have  to  pay  a  premium  in  foe 
order  of  20  per  cent. 

Lloyds  has  been  foe  subject 
of  bid  speculation  for  some 
time,  with  foe  rumours  esca¬ 
lating  as  the  retail  pharmaceu¬ 
tical  market  has  become 
increasingly  competitive. 
Margins  hi  the  drug  stores 
have  been  slimmed  by  fiercer 
pricing  from  rivals. _ 

Tempos,  page  28 


Gartmore 
stake  still 
up  for  sale 

GARTMORE.  foe  UK  fund 
management  group,  said  no 
buyer  has  beat  secured  for 
foe  75  per  cent  interest  in  foe 
company  held  by  Banque 
Indosuez.  The  stake  was  put 
up  for  sale  in  September 
(Patricia  Teh  an  writes). 

Negotiations  are  believed  to 
have  foundered  on  the  widely 
differing  views,  of  foe  buyers 
and  sellers  over  how  to  price 
Gartmore. 

Its  shares  fell  9p  yesterday  to 
245p,  valuing  the  firm  at  £512 
million.  Bankgesellschaft  Ber¬ 
lin,  the  state-owned  German 
bank,  had  come  closest  to 
reaching  a  deal  with 
Gartmore.  though  no  final 
offer  was  made.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  to  remain  interested. 

In  a  brief  statement  to  the 
Stock  Exchange,  Gartmore 
said:  “Banque  Indosuez  con¬ 
tinues  to  seek  to  dispose  of  its 
shareholding  and  is  in  contact 
with  a  number  of  potentially 
interested  parties." 


Dance  division 
lifts  First  Leisure 


By  Alas d ajr  Murray 


FIRST  LEISURE,  foe  sports 
and  amusements  group, 
waltzed  to  a  7  per  cent 
increase  in  profits  at  £40 
million  for  1995  helped  by  a 
strong  performance  from  its 
dancing  and  bowling 
divisions. 

The  dividend  was  increased 
10  per  cent  to  7.72p  but  foe 
company  was  cautious  on 
trading  for  1996  and  shares 
fell  19p  to  349p. 

John  Coni  on.  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said:  “We  are  very  dose  to 
the  consumer  and  feel  that 
there  has  been  a  fall-off  in 
spending  growth.  But  we  are 
confident  of  meeting  our  medi¬ 
um-term  objectives." 

The  star  performer  was  the 
dancing  division  where  profits 
were  up  17  per  cent  to  £18 
million  and  turnover  in¬ 
creased  14  per  cent  to  £57 
million.  The  company  said 
that  last  year  admissions  total¬ 


led  a  record  seven  million  and 
it  was  looking  to  open  a 
further  20  discos  over  the  next 
two  years. 

The  sports  division  profits 
were  also  up  17  per  cent,  to  Ell 
million,  with  sales  ahead  15 
per  cent  to  E415  million.  But 
profits  in  foe  Bingo  division 
suffered  from  a  drop  in  sales 
in  foe  smaller  outlets  and 
start-up  costs  associated  with 
foe  opening  of  seven  new  Riva 
dubs.  Sales  rose  58  per  cent  to 
£155  million,  while  profits  fell 
14  per  cent  to  EI.9  million.  In 
the  resort  sector,  sales  fell  2 
per  cent  at  £445  million  and 
profits  dropped  5  per  cent  to 
E10.6  million. 

Theatres  contributed 
£60a000million  with  hits  in¬ 
cluding  Crazy  For  You  and 
Copacabana.  The  dividend  is 
due  on  10  April. _ 

Tempos,  page  28 


Penny  Shares  are  Booming! 

481%*  average  gains  recorded  on  shares  that  cost  less  than  £1  EACH! 


It's  a  fact!  Penny  Shares  could  make  you  a  fortune  on 
foe  Stock  Market.  Last  year  foe  Stock  Market's  top  5 
performing  shares  made  an  average  profit  of  481%.  And  4 
out  of  5  of  these  amazing  movers  were  Penny  Shares! 

Penny  Shares  are  often  in  smaller  companies  -  which  is 
excellent  news  if  you  are  about  to  invesL  Our  research 
shows  that  in  the  3  years  following  foe  last  two 
recessions,  smaller  companies  (and  therefore  Penny 
Shares)  outperformed  the  rest,  of  the  market  by  a  significant 
margin.  It  happened  after  foe  ’74/’ 75  slump.  It  happened 
after  the  recession  of  foe  early  ’80s  ...  and  now,  as  we 
enter  a  period  of  dynamic  economic  recovery,  foe  value  of 
Penny  Shares  could  continue  to  soar. 

So  ask  yourself  -  do  you  have  the  time  it  takes  to  comb 
the  Stock  Market  week  after  week?  Do  you  have  foe 
contacts  who  are  close  enough  to  foe  action  to  let  you  in  on 
the  most  promising  shares?  And  do  you  have  the  experi¬ 
ence  to  act  profitably? 

TAKE  CONTROL  OF  YOUR 
FUTURE  WEALTH 

Now  you  can  seize  tins  booming  market  for  yourself. 
PENNY  SHARE  GUIDE  is  Britain's  premier  newsletter 
for  tipping  those  smaller  companies  that  show  the  most 
explosive  potential  for  growth  and  profit  And  you  can 
claim  your  FREE  issue  right  NOW! 


Step  by  step,  share  by  share,  PENNY  SHARE  GUIDE 
tells  you  when  to  buy,  when  to  hold,  and  when  to  sell 
to  minimise  your  risk  and  maximise  your  profits.  Today, 
over  20.000  readers  are  getting  regular  supplies  of  this 
exclusive  advice  -  and  you  can  discover  foe  unique 
source  of  their  knowledge  when  you  return  foe  coupon 
below. 

Get  your  FREE  copy  of  Penny  Share  Guide 

TODAY  AND  SEE  HOW  YOU  COULD 
CHANGE  THE  WAY  YOU  INVEST  FOREVER! 

And  to  help  your  investments  even  further,  when  you 
subscribe  to  PENNY  SHARE  GUIDE  you'll  receive  3 
FREE  gifts  -  ‘The  13  Do’s  and  Don’ts  of  Penny  Share 
Investing'  -  a  pocket  guide  that  lifts  the  lid  on  foe  most 
successful  investment  techniques.  PLUS  the  ‘ Investor’s 
Guide  To  Stocknuuket  Success'  -  a  canny  lowdown  on  the 
world  of  share  investing.  PLUS  the  unique  ‘Share call 
Directory ’  lets  you  monitor  the  movement  of  over  2,000 
shares  any  time,  anywhere  in  foe  UK. 

EXTRA  EXTRA! 

As  part  of  our  special  introductory  offer  you'll  get  more 
than  $30  off  your  first  year's  subscription  to  PENNY 
SHARE  GUIDE  -  officially  £59.50  you  can  read  all  12 
info-packed  issues  for  just  £25! 


CLAIM  YOUR  FREE  COPY  NOW 

Prepare  to  be  anami  by  what  you’ll  read.  Take  your  first  step  into  the  exciting  world  of  Penny  Shares. 
Call  FREE  on  0500  855343  NOW  or  simply  fill  in  the  coupon  below  (no  stamp  required) 
and  get  the  latest  issue  of  PENNY  SHARE  GUIDE  - . .  ABSOLUTELY  FREE 

Penny  Share  Guide,  FREEPOST,  Unit  A303,  Brooklands  Industrial  Park,  Weybridge,  Surrey  ET1S  OBR 
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I  want  to  be  a  part  of  today’s  Penny  Share  profit  boom!  Please  send  me  my  FREE  copy  of  PENNY  SHARE 
GUIDE  PLUS  my  FREE  Penny  Share  market  report  pack  and  details  of  a  special  half-price  offer  for  one  year’s 
subscription  to  PENNY  SHARE  GUIDE. 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 


_ _ Postcode _ 

Send  to:  Penny  Share  Guide,  FREEPOST,  Unit  A303,  Brooklands  (nyroin 

Industrial  Park,  Weybridge,  KT13  OBR  iNo  stamp  required)  — ys 

*3  FREEPHONE  0500  855343  fahc 
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Investors  take  a  rest  as 


rate  cut  fails  to  appear 


INVESTORS  decided  to  take  a 
breather  after  Tuesday's 
sharp  gains  with  both  equities 
and  government  securities 
giving  up  early  gains. 

There  was  no  sign  of  the 
expected  cut  in  interest  rates 
after  the  monthly  economic 
meeting  between  Kenneth 
Clarke.  Chancel  I  lor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  Eddie 
George.  Governor  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  Hopes  are  still 
high  that  a  further  softening 
in  rates  will  be  signalled  in  the 
short  term. 

Certainly,  share  prices  had 
a  tired  look  about  them  last 
night  as  the  FT-SE  100  index 
saw  an  early  12-point  lead 
reversed  before  ending  6.4 
lower  at  3,704.2. 

Investors  have  paid  the 
price  for  a  bad  case  of  wishful 
thinking  in  shares  of  British 
Gas  recently.  They  have  out¬ 
performed  the  market  13  per 
cent  during  the  past  month  in 
the  hope  that  a  quick  solution 
could  be  found  to  the  unprofit¬ 
able  gas  supply  contract. 

But  Ofgas,  the  industry 
regulator,  has  thrown  a  span¬ 
ner  in  the  works  by  making  it 
clear  that  it  will  not  be 
distracted  from  ics  review  of 
the  company's  gas  pipeline 
business  by  any  problems 
being  suffered  over  gas  supply 
contracts. 

The  British  Gas  share  price 
reacted  to  the  comments  with 
a  fall  of  12p  at  255^  as 
turnover  in  the  shares  reached 
more  than  33  million. 

New  s  of  a  bid  approach  at 
Lloyds  Chemists  sent  the 
shares  soaring  75p  to  366p.  It 
came  as  little  surprise  to  the 
City,  which  has  been  predict¬ 
ing  such  a  move  for  months. 
At  these  levels,  the  group  is 
capitalised  at  £437  million.  In 
the  past,  its  name  has  been 
linked  with  rival  Boots,  down 
5p  at  596p,  and  several  super¬ 
market  chains,  including 
Tesco  and  Asda.  Favourite  in 
the  frame  now  is  UniChem, 
down  lOp  at  23tip. 

Tesco  moved  quickly  to 
deny  the  rumours  linking  it 
with  Lloyds  Chemists.  This 
came  as  it  gave  a  rundown  of 
Christmas  trading  showing  a 
15.4  per  cent  rise  in  sales 
during  the  20  weeks  up  to 
December  30.  Like-for-like 
sales  were  8.5  per  cent  ahead. 
Much  of  the  achievement 
came  on  the  back  of  its  loyalty 
card  scheme  which  paid  out 
more  than  £25  million.  But  the 
shares  failed  to  benefit,  losing 
7hp  to  308p  on  news  of  the 
petrol  price  war  announced  by 
Shell  and  Esso. 


Sainsbury  shares  fell  on  news  of  Esso's  petrol  price  cut 


Both  companies  have  an¬ 
nounced  cuts  uf  up  to  20p  a 
gallon  which  is  set  to  hit  the 
likes  of  independent  garage 
operators  like  Frost,  which 
reacted  with  a  fall  of  lOp  to 
171p.  The  news  of  a  petrol  price 
war  also  hit  the  other  big 
supermarket  chains  that  sell 
petrol,  with  J  Sainsbury. 
down  6*2  p  at  4l7p.  ArgylL  off 
3b p  at  34Sp.  and  Asda,  24  p 


a  10  per  cent  rise  in  sales,  bur 
there  was  no  growth  in  like- 
for-like  sales. 

Kingfisher  responded  to 
positive  trading  news  with  a 
jump  of  Op  to  538d.  Group 
sales  in  the  ten  weeks  to 
January  6  were  up  almost  4 
per  cent.  The  one  black  mark 
was  its  B&Q  subsidiary  which 
saw  sales  dip  3  per  cent  in  a 
depressed  marketplace. 


Shares  in  TBI,  the  property  investment  and  development  com¬ 
pany.  firmed  24p  to58p,  after  Credit  Lyonnais  Laing  issued  a  buy 
recommendation.  CLL  expects  TBI.  which  owns  Cardiff  airport 
and  recently  made  a  £42.9  million  recommended  bid  for  Moly- 
neux  Estates,  to  be  the  top  performing  property  share  in  1996. 


easier  at  Il2p.  Better  than 
expected  first-half  profits  lifted 
Budgens  Ip  to  344 p. 

A  profits  warning  left  Body 
Shop  nursing  a  fall  of  ]p  at 
151  p.  The  group  said  profits  for 
the  current  year  would  fall 
short  of  the  £33.5  million 
achieved  last  time.  It  blamed 
depressed  sales  in  the  US 
which  had  not  shown  the 
recovery  that  had  been  antici¬ 
pated.  Christmas  trading  saw 


The  biggest  fall  on  the  day 
was  seen  in  Wainhomes.  the 
housebuilder,  with  the  price 
plunging  4 Ip  to  6Sp.  a  fall  of 
almost  38  per  cent-  after  it 
emerged  that  the  Fraud  Squad 
was  looking  at  the  company's 
affairs. 

The  group  has  also  issued  a 
profits  warning  claiming  that 
profitability  for  the  year  is 
likely  to  be  materially  below 
current  market  expectations. 
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Brokers  had  been  looking  for 
a  final  figure  of  £82  million, 
compared  wiih  £10  million  the 
previous  year.  Wainhomes 
was  floated  at  170p  in  October 
1994. 

Medeva  fell  14p  to  259p 
after  the  US  and  Food  Drug 
Adminsiration  indicated  that 
tests  on  rats  with  the  group’s 
methylphenidatedrug  indicat¬ 
ed  that  it  may  cause  cancer. 
Methylphenidate  is  used  to 
treat  hyperactivity. 

Photo- Me  International, 
the  photo-booth  operator,  fell 
Sp  to  125p  after  issuing  a 
profits  warning.  An  expected 
improvement  in  profits  during 
the  second  half  had  failed  to 
materialise  and  would  result 
in  a  short-fall  of  between  5  per 
cent  and  10  per  cent  on  the 
year.  Pre-tax  profits  at  the  half 
year  stage  were  just  ahead  at 
CIO. I  million. 

Stanley  Leisure  is  like  any 
other  bookmaker  —  it  found 
the  going  difficult  after  the 
introduction  of  the  National 
Lottery.  Half-year  profits  fell 
from  *  E6.I  million  to  £15 
million  in  what  Leonard 
Steinberg.  chairman, 
described  as  the  worst  six 
monrhs  in  raring  he  could 
remember.  The  shares  also 
trailed  in  with  a  fall  of  I2p  to 
341p.  Binsa  is  also  being  hit  by 
the  lottery  and  that  left  Rank 
Organisation  9p  down  at 
44op. 

Q  GILT-EDGED:  The  Lon- 
don  market  attempted  to  ex¬ 
tend  Tuesday  s  sharp  gains  in 
early  trading  still  looking  for  a 
cut  in  interest  rates.  But 
selling  pressure  reported  on 
o\  erseas  bond  markets  soon 
spilled  over  with  prices  mov¬ 
ing  into  negative  territory  later 
in  "the  day"  However.  London 
did  manage  to  put  in  a  (ale 
surge,  outperforming  German 
bunds  as  they  closed  off  the 
bottom. 

in  the  futures  pit.  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  reduced 
the  fall  on  the  day  to  just  three 
ticks  finishing  at  £lll,3/ia  in 
hectic  trading” that  saw  94.000 
contracts  completed. 

In  the  cash  market.  Trea¬ 
sury  8  per  cent  2013  lost  five 
ticks  at  £103si6.  while  at  the 
shorter  end  Treasury  8  per 
cent  2000  lost  one  tick  to 
£105*#.  Index-linked  issues 
manage  to  shrug  off  the  previ¬ 
ous  days'  disappointing  per¬ 
formance  to  finish  LU  better. 
G  NEW  YORK:  A  rally  by- 
high-tech  shares  prevented  a 
large  fall  in  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average.  At  midday, 
it  was  5.7S  points  down  at 
5.052.44. 
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Small  catch  for  Kingfisher 


KINGFISHER  produced  a  sprinkling  of  good 
news  yesterday  which  pleased  the  market  but 
nothing  that  could  yet  justify  a  re-rating. 
Comet  appears  to  have  addressed  the  appall¬ 
ing  stock  management  problem  that  has  held 
back  its  sales.  Add  to  that  a  little  trimming  of 
the  gross  margin  and  the  electrical  retailer 
enjoyed  a  badly-needed  sales  boost.  Wool- 
worths  also  benefited  from  better  stock 
control  and  keen  pricing,  allowing  it  t»  hold 
its  ground  against  the  seasonal  onslaught 
from  other  big  toy  retailers,  such  as  Argos. 

A  modest  overall  sales  advance  in  real 
terms  and  the  expectation  of  a  return  to  profit 
at  Comet  shou  Id  be  enough  to  keep  the  wolves 
from  boardroom  door  at  Kingfisher  although 
the  performance  oF  B&Q  is  disturbingly  weak. 
Darty  is  expected  to  recover  quickly  from  the 
French  strikes  and  there  are  hopes  of  major 


sales  gains  from  the  introduction  of  PCs Jo 
range!  However,  the  focus  on  Km^sher's 
French  operation  poses  a  anl^JFie 

rationale  for  the  group.  Suo^W 
ates  need  to  own  market  leaders  as  their  is 
little  justification  in  owing  a  share  m  a 
collection  of  second-rate  assets  with  no 
commonality.  In  Darty.  Kingfisher  has  a 
premier  retailer  and  B&Q,  despite  a  weak 
Christmas,  arguably  meets  that  criterion. 

Elsewhere  Kingfisher  falls  down  with 
Superdrug  a  respectable  but  _  seconder 
chemist  and  Comet  recovering  from  losses. 
Woolworths  is  the  biggest  conundrurmagood 
competitor  in  provincial  high  streets  but 
outclassed  in  city  centres.  Kingfisher  cannot 
afford  to  buy  its  way  out  of  trouble:  the  cost  of 
good  retailing  assets  would  depress  its  rate  of 
return.  The  path  ahead  remains  stony  and 


Lloyds  Chems. 


A  TAKEOVER  of  Lloyds 
Chemists  would  offer  share¬ 
holders  the  happy  prospect 
of  a  decent  return  without 
waiting  for  the  company  to 
sort  out  its  loss-making 
Supersave  drugstores. 
Lloyds  took  a  hefty  £13 
million  provision  last  March 
to  dose  100  outlets  and 
tranform  the  remainder  into 
new  Formats  but  profits  be¬ 
fore  the  exceptional  charge 
were  flat  and  the  market  is 
expecting  meagre  earnings 
growth  this  year.  The  share 
price  has  gradually  recov¬ 
ered  but  there  will  be  little 
resistance  to  an  offer  from 
UniChem  —  the  widely 
rumoured  suitor. 

A  bid  at  350p  would  give 
shareholders  an  exit  multi¬ 
ple  of  about  12  times  current 
year  earnings,  hardly  excit¬ 
ing  but  Uoyds  is  not  a  Boots. 
Price  could  prove  to  be  a 


problem  for  UniChem  which 
would  lace  a  huge  goodwill 
writeoff  on  a  bid  worth  £425 
million,  roughly  (he  size  of 
UniChem  itself.  Thai  implies 
a  big  cash  call  if  the  com¬ 
pany  is  to  avoid  a  huge 
defidt  in  its  balance  sheet 
For  UniChem.  Lloyds 
would  provide  a  unique  op¬ 
portunity  to.  build  up  its 
retail  chain  by  adding  1.000 


outlets  to  its  existing  400 
stores.  However,  wholesal¬ 
ing  could  prove  problem. 
UniCbezn  and  Gebe.  the 
German  group  which 
bought  AAH  last  year,  both 
have  30  per  cent  of  the 
market  and  the  Department 
of  Health  might  object  to  the 
removal  of  the  No.  3  whole¬ 
saler.  An  MMC  reference 
seems  likely. 


FT-SE  alt-share 
price  Index 
(refcased) 
“aas: 
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Tesco 


TESCO 'S  star  continues  to 
rise.  Notching  up  like-for-like 
sales  growth  of  10  per  cent 
over  Christmas  and  8.5  per 
cent  in  the  first  20  weeks  of 
the  second  half  is  no  mean 
feat. 

Market  conditions  remain 
tough  and  show  little  signs  of 
easing.  To  gain  ground  the 
chains  have  to  win  custom 
from  their  rivals,  a  battle 
Tesco  is  winning.  In  the 
space  of  a  year,  its  market 
share  has  risen  from  16.6  per 
cent  to  1&5  per  cent  in 
December.  In  contrast 
Salisbury's  share  slipped 
from  17.7  per  cent  to  17.1  per 
cent. 

Tesco's  sales  growth  has 
been  helped  by  both  Club- 
card,  which  added  a  couple  of 
points,  and  inflation  of  4.5 
per  cent  factors  which  raise 
concern  about  the  group's 
ability  to  maintain  the  mo¬ 
mentum.  Clubcard’s  first  an¬ 
niversary  is  next  month  and 
future  Iike-fbr-like  advances 
will  be  harder  to  achieve. 


Aggressive  price  pledges  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  by  Esso 
and  Shell  raise  the  prospect 
of  reduced  profits  from 
Tesco's  petrol  sales.  Of  the 
supermarkets,  Tesco  is  the 
biggest  petrol  retailer  but  the 
business  only  accounts  for 
about  £100  million  of  gross 
profits  before  costs. 

There  is  also  a  question 
mark  over  Tesco’s  manage¬ 
ment  transition;  the  partner¬ 
ship  of  Terry  Leahy  and 
David  Reid  is  as  yet  untested. 
But  these  are  quibbles  which 
fail  to  justify  Tesco's  discount 
to  the  sector. 


First  Leisure 


THOSE  groovy  chaps  at 
First  Leisure  have  an  unerr¬ 
ing  ability  to  spot  the  nation's 
leisure  habits.  While  middle 
of  the  road  music  venues  and 
multiplex-style  bingo  and 
bowling  may  sound  purga¬ 
tory  to  some,  it  is  dearly  par¬ 
adise  to  others.  The  company 
has  now  logged  13  straight 
years  of  profit  increases  in 
.what  is  often  a  fickle 


business. 

First  Leisure  is  one  of  the 
few  companies  in  the  sector 
not  whinging  about  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery.  The  company 
would  like  changes  in  the  law 
but  sees  its  main  task  in 
tempting  loose  change  away 
from  lottery  scratch  cards 
raid  into  its  bingo  outlets.  A 
strong  financial  position, 
with  good  cash  generation 
and  low  gearing,  has  enabled 
the  company  to  increase  in¬ 
vestment  from  £34  rafilion  to 
£55  million  last  year. 

The  problem  for  the  inves¬ 
tor  is  that  square  City  gems 
have  spotted .  First  Leisure's 
attractions  and  the  company 
sits  on  an  expulsive  rating  of 
20  times  earnings.  Cautious 
words  yesterday  suggest  1996 
will  be  no  more  than  solid 
and  it  will  another  year  be¬ 
fore  die  benefits  of  new  show 
through.  The  shares  are  des¬ 
tined  to  go  higher  but  unless 
the  price  slips  further,  better 
value  can  be  found 
elsewhere. 


Edited  by  Carl  Mokttshed 
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Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 
on  the  latest  political  storm 

A  slip  which 
could  cost  Dole 
the  presidency 


THE  BUZZARDS  that 
■have  swathed  Washington 
in  3ft  of  snow  daimed  their 
most  political  victim  this 
week  when  Elizabeth  Dole, 
wife  of  the  leading  Repub¬ 
lican  presidential '  candi¬ 
date.  slipped  on  ice  and 
fractured  her  wrist  while 
out  walking  the  dog. 

For  Mis  Dole,  who  has 
briefly  left  the  presidency 
of  the  American  Red  Cross 
to  pursue  her  husband's 
Goal  attempt  at  the  White 
House,  the  injury  has 
proved  a  minor  irritation 
that  should  heal  in  time  for 
the  campaigning  ahead. 

A  simultaneous  political 
storm,  emerging  from  a 
long  career  that  has  left  a 
trail  of  policy  decisions  and 
private  financial  transac¬ 
tions,  is  unlikely  to  blow 
away  with  such  ease. 

Already  The  New  Yorker 
magazine  has  turned  its 
spotlight  on  her  past,  sug¬ 
gesting  she  had  benefited 
financially  from  special 
treatment  because  of  the 
political  activities  of  her 
husband.  Sena¬ 
tor  Robert  Dole. 

Elizabeth  Dole 
at  59  is  fast  be¬ 
coming  the 
most  compel¬ 
ling  feature  of 
her  spouse's 
campaign,  the 
Republican  an¬ 
swer  to  Hillary 
Clinton. 

Before  the 
fracture,  Mrs 
Dole  had 
started  a  tour  of 
the  countiy.  Not,  as  in  Mrs 
Clinton's  case,  to  promote  a 
soul-searching  book  on 
children  and  consciously 
deflate  an  image  of  hard¬ 
ened  harridan,  but  rather 
to  insist  on  a  new  role  for 
America's  First  Lady. 

At  each  stop,  after  a 
reading  of  the  impressive 
credentials  of  the  only 
woman  to  serve  in  separate 
Cabinet  posts  for  different 
Administrations,  hosts 
would  introduce  Mrs  Dole 
with  the  identical  mantra: 
"She  plans  to  return  to  her 
post  as  president  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  upon 
her  husband's  election." 

Mrs  Dole;  married  for  20 
years  to  the  current  Senate 
majority  leader,  puts  it 
slightly  differently.  “There 
will  be  two  President  Doles 
if  Bob  is  elected.  He  will  be 
President  of  the  United 
States,  and  ill  be  president 
of  the  Red  Cross." 

While  some  see  Mrs 
Dole's  approach  as  refresh¬ 
ing,  it  has  already  created 
its  own  set  of  problems  and 
conflicts  of  interest 


Elizabeth  Dole 


The  New  Yorker  contro¬ 
versy.  raising  issues  that 
surfaced  during  Mr  Dole's 
presidential  campaign  in 
1988,  centres  on  David 
Owen,  for  20  years  one  of 
the  senator's  closest  aides 
in  Kansas  before  he  was 
convicted  of  tax  fraud. 

He  spent  much  of  that 
time  managing  Mrs  Dole's 
personal  investments,  plac¬ 
ing  them  in  a  blind  trust 
while  she  served  in  govern¬ 
ment  The  magazine  sug¬ 
gests  that  Mrs  Dole  was 
given  special  treatment  on 
several  occasions. 

Mrs  Dole  has  dismissed 
the  allegations  and  Mr 
Owen  has  said  she  was  not 
actually  told  of  blind-trust 
investments  prior  to  any 
transaction. 

The  Doles  have  made 
every  attempt  to  minimise 
the  relationship  they  once 
had  with  .  Mr  Owen,  a 
course  strikingly  similar  to 
that  taken  by  the  Clintons 
with  once-favoured  asso¬ 
ciates  in  Arkansas. 

More  than  that,  the  reve¬ 
lations  have 
come  at  a  time 
when  American 
politics  is  being 
governed  by  se¬ 
mantics.  If  pun¬ 
dits  throughout 
the  country  are 
debating  wheth¬ 
er  60  hours  of 
work  in  Arkan¬ 
sas  by  Hillary 
Clinton  can  be 
described  as 
“minimal”, 
should  not  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Dole,  a  trained  law¬ 
yer  with  top-flight  degrees 
from  Duke  and  Harvard 
who  spent  time  at  Oxford, 
be  expected  to  read  her 
own  financial  statements? 

This  may  be  the  first 
electoral  reminder  that  be¬ 
neath  the  charming  south¬ 
ern  veneer  of  Elizabeth 
Dole  lies  an  ambition  that 
has  already  taken  her  to  the 
top  of  the  departments  of 
transportation  and  labour, 
as  well  as  the  American 
Red  Cross.  She  has 
harboured  ambitions  for 
the  presidency  as  well  as 
the  vice-presidency  and. 
since  student  days,  has 
wanted  to  be  married  to  the 
President  of  the  United 
States. 

Until  now,  die  woman 
described  by  Lyndon  B. 
Johnson  as  “a  sugar-coated 
magnolia"  has  managed  to 
disguise  her  single-minded 
intent,  but  just  as  conserva¬ 
tive  America  thought  it  had 
seen  the  back  of  one  dab¬ 
bling  First  Lady,  another  is 
apparently  waiting  diame- 
I  eon-1  ike  in  the  wings. 


How  I  wrote  the  book,  got 
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little  did 
Valerie  Grove 
know  how  big 
an  impart 
writing  Dodie 
Smith’s 
biography 
would  have  on 
her  own  life 

"I  WRITE  THIS  sitting  in  the 

kitchen  sink."  Until  recently  1 
had  never  read  the  famous 
opening  line  of  Dodie  Smith'S 
I  Capture  the  Castle ,  but 
every  woman  1  met  (and 
several  men)  had.  It  had  been 
in  print  for  45  years,  a  favour¬ 
ite  with  young  girls  and  their 
mothers.  Antonia  Fraser  told 
me  it  contained  the  most  erotic 
scene  ever  written;  Armistead 
Maupin  based  a  novel  on  its 
format;  and  even  the  unro- 
mantic  Alan  Brien  (the  least 
sentimental  man  in  the  world, 
as  his  wife  Jill  Tweed  ie  said) 
thought  it  a  strangely  beguil¬ 
ing  work. 

Then  l  was  asked  to  write 
Dodie  Smiths  biography  by 
the  novelist  Julian  Barnes,  her 
literary  executor. 

I  had  imagined  the  dog- 
loving  Dodie  to  be  a  sweet 
little  old  lady,  the  author  of 
1930s  plays  like  Dear  Octo¬ 
pus .  later  an  admired 
autobiographer  of  her  flapper- 
girl  youth  on  the  stage,  and  as 
a  salesgirl  at  Heat’s  in  the 
1920s. 

Early  in  1991  I  happened  to 
be  interviewing  Gwen  Ffrang- 
con-Davies  on  her  100th  birth¬ 
day.  for  The  Times.  After 
leaving  her  cottage  I  was 
driven  back  to  Audley  End 
station,  and  we  passed  a 
thatched  cottage,  closed  and 
shuttered:  That  was  Dodie 
Smith's  house."  She  had  died 
six  months  before.  "What  hap¬ 
pened  to  her  last  dalmatian?"  1 
asked.  1  was  told  that  Charley 
had  died  of  a  broken  heart 

A  few  months  later  Julian 
Barnes  rang.  The  hall  of  his 
house  was  now  cluttered  with 
Dodie*s  papers,  to  be  shipped 
to  Boston  University.  Carmen 
CalllL  Julian  said  wanted  to 
publish  a  biography.  She  told 
me:  “Read  I  Capture  the 
Castle,  then  you'll  do  it" 

She  was  right  l  was  capti¬ 
vated  like  so  many  others  from 
page  two,  where  Rose,  the 
more  beautiful  of  the  two 
sisters  who  live  in  penury  in  a 
Suffolk  castle,  says  she  will  go 
on  the  streets  if  necessary,  to 
make  some  money,  and  Cas¬ 
sandra  retorts  briskly  that  she 
can’t  very  well  go  on  the 
streets  in  the  depths  of  Suffolk. 
It  was  sharp  and  witty  and  full 
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Dodie  Smith  and  Charley,  her  last  dog:  nagged  by  her  lost  fame,  she  wrote  The  Hundred  and  One  Dalmatians  in  a  state  of  furious  resentment 


of  bizarre  characters  —  and  I 
knew  that  Dodie  herself  would 
be  an  interesting  character. 

1  did  not  realise  how  inter¬ 
esting.  After  reading  all  her 
books  and  meeting  her  surviv¬ 
ing  friends.  I  got  to  snow¬ 
bound  Boston  in  February 
1994.  Her  diaries,  which  ran  to 
millions  of  words,  revealed 
that  the  lover  she  had  called 
"Oliver"  in  her  published 
memoirs  was  in  fact  Sir  Am¬ 
brose  Heal,  the  Terence 
Conran  of  his  day.  He  already 
had  a  wife  and  a  rather  grand 
mistress.  Lady  Maufe.  but 
Dodie  told  him  shamelessly 
she  would  be  content  with 
“crumbs  from  a  rich  man's 
table".  The  character  of  “a 
young  girl  poised  between 
childhood  and  adultery"  re¬ 
surfaced  again  and  again  in 
her  novels. 

There  was  also  the  fag- 
haggery.  Dodie’s  tirde  of 
friends  were  almost  all  gay: 
Isherwood,  John  van  Druten, 
Noel  and  Btnkie  etc.  She 
preferred  her  menfolk  un¬ 
trammelled  by  wives  and 
children  —  she  never  wanted 
children  herself.  Isherwood 
regarded  her  as  one  of  the  few 
people  he  could  discuss  his 
work  with.  When  she  came 
home  from  her  long  exile  in 
America,  she  became  fascinat¬ 
ed  by  Julian  Barnes,  who 
arrived  in  1969  at  her  cottage 
aged  22,  a  friend  of  her 
husband's  half-sister  Laurien: 
hence  his  literary  executor¬ 
ship. 

Several  reviewers  have 
remarked  on  what  an 
unsympathetic  crea¬ 
ture  Dodie  was  — 
selfish,  egotistical  nagged  by 
her  lost  fame  and  success 
when  plays  like  Dear  Octopus 
were  superseded  by  angry 
young  playwrights.  But  for  a 
biographer  this  was  a  rich 
vein.  It  was  in  a  state  of  furious 
resentment  that  she  wrote  The 
Hundred  and  One  Dalma¬ 
tians  in  1956.  When  Disney 
bought  it  for  his  cartoon  film, 
one  of  the  most  successful  and 
money-spinning  ever,  it  kept 
her  going  financially  for  years. 
And  Pongo  and  C  rued  a  de  Vil 
have  joined  the  immortals  of 
children’s  literature. 

There  are  two  cheering  post¬ 
scripts  to  my  story  of  a  story¬ 
teller. 

The  first  was  that  the  mo¬ 
ment  I  finished  the  book.  I 
acquired  a  dalmatian  puppy 
whom  we  named  Beezle 
(Dodie’S  married  name  was 
Beesley)  who  happens  to  be 
the  bat-looking,  best-narured 
dog  in  the  world.  • 


The  other  postscript  is  cine¬ 
matographic.  When  the  origi¬ 
nal  Disney  dalmatians 
cartoon  came  out  in  1961 
Dodie  wrote  to  Walt,  peevishly 
complaining  about  the  small¬ 
ness  of  her  credit  at  the  end.  "If 
you  write  me  another  of  your 
cute  little  stories,"  Disney 
wrote  back.  "I  will  see  that 
your  credit  is  plenty  large." 
Dodie  at  once  sent  him  / 
Capture  the  Castle  —  it  had 
been  optioned  many  times 
since  its  publication  in  1949  — 
which  Disney  snapped  up  for 
$5(X000  as  a  vehicle  for 
Hayley  Mills.  But  although 
screenplays  were  written. 


tire  film  was  never  made. 

At  last,  while  I  was  writing 
the  book.  Dodie’s  estate  man¬ 
aged  to  exchange  the  rights  to  / 
Capture  the  Castle  for  Dis¬ 
ney’s  right  to  remake  101 
Dalmatians. 

When  I  heard  this, 
last  February,  I 
wrote  to  the  film 
director  Mike 
Newell,  who  was  in  Holly¬ 
wood  because  of  Four  Wed¬ 
dings  and  a  Funeral's  Oscar 
nominations.  1  picked  Newell 
because  he  had  used  my 
drawing-room  to  shoot  a  scene 
of  a  previous  succ£s  fou  of  his. 


Enchanted  ApriL  I  thought  he 
dealt  beautifully  with  Eliza¬ 
beth  von  Amim's  exquisite 
novel  about  four  women  who 
leave  dreary  London  for  an 
Italian  palazro.  and  I  thought 
he  might  work  a  similar 
translation  to  the  screen  for 
Dodie'S  oddly  beguiling  little 
masterpiece. 

Last  week  I  heard  the  thrill¬ 
ing  news  that  Mark  Shivas 
has  secured  I  Capture  the 
Castle  as  a  feature  film  for 
BBC  Films,  and  Mike  Newdl 
is  indeed  going  to  direct  it.  L 
wonder  who  will  play  the  17- 
year-old  Cassandra?  A  terrific 
role  for  some  budding  mega¬ 


star.  (In  1954,  when  it  had  a 
brief  run  as  a  play  at  the 
Aldwych  Theatre.  Cassandra 
was  played  by  Virginia  Mc¬ 
Kenna,  who  won  plaudits  even 
from  hard-hearted  critics  like 
Ken  Tynan.) 

We  shall  see.  It  is  certainly 
going  to  be  a  very  good  year 
for  Dodie  Smith  —  her  cente¬ 
nary  year.  And  she  would 
have  loved  seeing  /  Capture 
the  Castle  on  screen  at  last. 

•  Dear  Dodie  by  Valerie  Grave 
published  this  week  by  Chat  in  £< 
Windus  at  £20.  There  is  a 
Kaleidoscope  Special  on  Dothc 
Smith  on  Radio  •/.  Satuniav 
7.30pm 
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Drinking  himself  to 
-  an  Oscai?  Nicolas 
Cage's  performance 
.  inXeavmgLaS  ;  . 
Vegas  is  reviewed 
I-  by  Geoff  Brown 

'•  Page  37  . 


S?  CNX 

O- 


Brother  have  the  best  selling 
range  of  6ppm 
laser  printers  in  the  UK. 

(Shouldn't  that  tell  you  something?) 


It  should  tell  you  char  if  you  buy  a  firoeber  HL-600  series 
laser  printer,  you've  made  the  right  choice. 

What?  You  need  mote  convincing? 

Well  they  offer  truly  high  performance,  a  superfast  first 
page  out  coupled  wich  six  page  per  minute  output. 
They  are  fully  networkable  and  happy  printing  directly 
from  both  Windows  and  DOS  environments. 

They  are  jam  packed  with  features  too.  many  more  than 
we  have  room  for  here,  just  look  at  tbe  panel  cm  the  right. 

Still  not  convinced?  PC  Magazine  were,  they  awarded 
the  HL-630  the  coveted  title  of  Best  Printer. 

Now,  doesn't  that  tell 
you  something? 


Call  now  on  0345  535  100 


Quoting  Rdi  TMD22 


brother. 


BROTHER  VK.  LTD,  SHEPLEY  STREET,  AUDENSHAV.  MANCHESTER  NM 1JD  BROTHER  INDUSTRIES  1ID..  NAGOYA.  JAPAN 
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Profits  at 
Stanley 
Leisure 
feel  heat 

By  Alasdajr  Murray 

THE  BOOKMAKER’S 
nightmare  —  the  favourite 
romping  home  every  time  — 
hit  profits  hard  at  the  Stanley 
Leisure  Organisation,  the  bet¬ 
ting  and  casino  group,  which 
yesterday  revealed  a  25  per 
cent  hill  in  its  half-year  profits 
to  £6.1  million. 

The  company  blamed  the 
hot  summer  for  hard  racing 
surfaces,  which  favoured 
heavily  backed  horses  and  for 
keeping  people  away  from 
betting  shops.  Profits  in  the 
racing  division  halved  to  £28 
million  on  a  turnover  up  5  per 
cent  to  £145  million. 

Stanley  Leisure  added  that 
Sunday  opening  had  not  pro¬ 
vided  sufficient  extra  betting- 
shop  revenue  to  justify  the 
extra  cost  and  it  criticised  the 
evening  racing  programme 
for  being  spread  over  too 
many  days. 

Uke-for-Iike  turnover  de¬ 
clined  with  the  company 
blaming  lottery  scratch  cards 
for  removing  profitable  turn¬ 
over  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
business. 

The  casino  division,  how¬ 
ever.  bucked  the  downward 
trend,  increasing  profits  by  23 
per  cent  to  £4.6  million  and 
turnover  by  3)  per  cent  to 
£18.9  million. 

Leonard  Steinberg,  chair¬ 
man  of  Stanley  Leisure,  said: 
"The  first  half  coincided  with 
the  worst  six  months  in  racing 
which  1  can  recall  in  my  many 
years  in  the  industry.  But 
despite  losing  all  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  week  racing  we  consider 
that  the  worst  is  now  over." 

The  City  was  disappointed 
with  the  performance  and 
shares  fell  back  12p  to  341p. 
But  the  interim  dividend  was 
maintained  at  2p  with  the 
company  expressing  confi¬ 
dence  about  the  future. 

Stanley  Leisure  said  that 
two  new  games  had  been 
introduced  this  year,  with 
casino  stud  poker  proving  a 
great  success  although  super 
pan  nine  has  since  been 
withdrawn. 

Mr  Sternberg  also  reiterat¬ 
ed  the  gaining  industry’s  plea 
for  government  action  to  en¬ 
sure  a  level  playing  field  in 
the  wake  of  the  introduction 
of  the  National  Lottery. 

Mr  Steinberg  described  re¬ 
cent  reforms,  including  a  re¬ 
duction  in  the  betting  levy,  as 
welcome  but  insufficient 

The  dividend  will  be  paid 
on  February  23. 


Chipping  in:  M  ike  Kershaw,  left,  chief  executive  of  Stanley  Leisure,  and  Graham  Gibson,  managing  director,  at  the  company’s  Liverpool  casino 


Small  firms  still  waxy  in  spite 
of  better  links  with  banks 


By  Patricia Tehan,  banking  correspondent 


THE  overall  relationship  be¬ 
tween  banks  and  small  busi¬ 
nesses  has  improved  drama¬ 
tically  since  the  hostilities  at 
the  beginning  of  the  1990s.  but 
there  is  some  way  to  go. 
according  to  Howard  Davies. 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank 
of  England. 

In  a  speech  to  be  given  at  the 
Manchester  Merchant  and 
International  Bankers' Associ¬ 
ation  last  night  Mr  Davies 
said  there  were  "some  contin¬ 
uing  difficulties,  which  make 


it  hard  to  say  with  confidence 
that,  as  a  nation,  we  are 
getting  the  most  out  of  the 
entrepreneurship  evident  in 
our  small  firms". 

The  Bank  yesterday  pub¬ 
lished  its  annual  report  on 
Finance  for  Small  Firms, 
which  showed,  said  Mr  Da¬ 
vies.  that  in  terms  of  the 
provision  of  finance  for 
growth  “there  is  both  light  and 
shade,  though  the  picture  is 
brighter  than  before." 

Figures  from  the  British 


Bankers'  Association  showed 
that  £35.91  billion  of  bank 
finance  was  outstanding  to 
small  firms  in  June  last  year, 
confirming  that  banks  remain 
important  as  the  main  source 
of  external  finance. 

The  lending  figure  was  0.8 
per  cent  lower  than  the  previ¬ 
ous  year,  but  the  Bank  report 
said  this  "does  not  necessarily 
imply  a  reluctance  on  behalf  of 
the  banks  to  lend,  simply  that 
small  firms  remain  wary  of 
committing  themselves  to  debt 


until  they  are  more  confident 
of  the  recovery". 

The  report  showed  that 
many  firms  are  content  to 
reduce  existing  overdrafts  and 
“only  to  invest  when  the 
majority  of  costs  can  be  met 
from  internal  funds".  It  also 
showed  that  banks  had 
worked  hard  to  encourage  the 
use  of  fixed-term  loans  for 
longer-term  purposes. 

The  Bank  found  that  compe¬ 
tition  had  pushed  lending 
margins  down,  but  that  the 


Fairey  conducting  US  expansion 


By  Philip  Pangalds 

FAIREY  GROUP,  the  industrial  electron¬ 
ics  and  specialist  engineering  company,  is 
expanding  in  America  with  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  Particle  Measuring  Systems  Inc 
for  a  total  of  $75  million. 

PMS,  based  in  Boulder,  Colorado, 
makes  instruments  for  microcontami na¬ 
tion  particle  detection,  mainly  used  in  the 
semiconductor  industry,  but  also  for  kets. 
PMS,  which  has  250  employees,  expects 


its  operating  profits  in  1995  to  be  at  least 
$85  million,  on  sales  of  about  $39  million, 
it  had  net  assets  of  $10.4  million  at  the  end 
of  1994.  About  half  of  PMS1*  sales  are 
exported,  mainly  to  the  Far  East  and 
Europe. 

The  purchase  will  be  financed  through 
the  issue  of  893,160  ordinary  shares  and  a 
vendor  placing  of  seven  million  Fairey 
shares,  underwritten  by  Cazenove.  at  525p 
a  share,  as  well  as  from  existing 
borrowing. 


Fairey  expects  the  acquisition  to  be 
earnings  enhancing.  Assuming  contin¬ 
uing  satisfactory  trading.  Fairey  expects 
to  recommend  a  final  dividend  of  at  least 
5.45p. 

John  Pouher,  chief  executive,  expects 
’the  group  to  benefit  by  building  on  PMS* 
strong  position  in  foe  growing  semicon¬ 
ductor  market.  He  added:  “PMS  is  an 
excellent  addition  to  Fairey*  electronics 
activities.” 

Fairey  shares  advanced  20p  to  566p. 


average  bank  lending  margin 
remained  at  between  3  per 
cent  and  4  per  cent  over  base 
rate.  It  also  found  “significant 
differences  between  average 
margins  charged  by  the  mam 
clearing  banks,  reflecting  to 
some  extent  different  earnings 
aspirations  from  this  market" 

There  was  a  fall  in  bulk 
charges  last  year.  But  foe 
report  said  that  “high  charges 
are  stiff  a  source  of  small 
business  complaints”. 

Mr  Davies  said  small  firms 
are  no  longer  as  “excessively 
reliant  on  variable  rate  over¬ 
drafts  which  left  them  vulner¬ 
able  to  the  economic 
downturn  of  the  early  1990s". 

This  year.  foe  Bank  plans  to 
focus  on  initiatives  to  improve 
financial  and  management 
skills,  on  encouraging  in¬ 
creased  use  of  equity  finance 
by  growth-oriented  small 
firms  and  on  monitoring  the 
effectiveness  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  support  scheme.  Busi¬ 
ness  Links,  in  meeting  the 
requirements  of  small  busi¬ 
nesses  for  information  and 
financial  services. 


Accountants  receive 
lower  salary  awards 

ACCOUNTANTS  are  commanding  pay  rises  of  between 
2  per  cent  and  4  per  cent  —  largely  in  line  with  inflation  — 
compared  with  close  to  6  per  cent  in  the  second  half  of 
1994.  Trainees  and  newly  qualified  accountants  saw 
average  rises  of  3  per  cent  in  the  second  half  of  1995. 
according  to  a  survey  by  Hays  Accountancy  Rsrsonnel. 
The  exception  are  specialists  such  as  senior  tax  managers, 
who  have  seen  increases  of  75  per  cent. 

Finance  salaries  are  not  putting  pressure  on  inflation  as 
the  rate  of  increase  averages  3.55  per  cent  lower  than  the 
5.9  per  cent  increases  seen  in  the  second  half  of  1994.  A 
management  accountant  in  northern  England  can  expect 
to  earn  between  £20,000  and  £30.000,  compared  with 
£30,000  and  £40.000  for  a  similar  post  in  central  London. 
KPMG,  Britain*  biggest  auditor,  is  poised  to  disclose  the 
earnings  of  its  partners  for  the  first  time.  The  figures  are 
due  by  the  end  of  the  month. 

UK  Land  advances 

UK  LAND,  the  property  investment  company,  lifted  pre¬ 
tax  profits  to  £590.000  from  £353.000  in  the  six  months  to 
the  end  of  September.  Earnings  per  share  rose  from  4.5p 
to  6.1p.  The  company  does  not  pay  an  interim  dividend. 
The  results  incorporated  six  weeks'  income  and  expenses 
from  the  Minerva  House  office  development  in 
Nottingham,  which  was  bought  in  August  of  last  year  for 
£15  million.  The  company  said  the  Elephant  &  Castle 
Shopping  Centre  in  South  London  continues  to  perform 
well,  with  gross  income  that  is  running  at  £2.45  million  a 
year. 

Irish  Continental  up 

PROFITS  at  Irish  Continental  Group,  foe  Dublin  ferries  and 
port  services  company,  rose  to  !r£11.03  million  (Ir£9.32 
million)  in  foe  year  to  October  31.  With  turnover  almost 
unchanged  at  Ir£I16.4  million  (Ir£J  16.8  million),  the  increase 
reflects  a  reduction  in  operating  costs  and  a  IrEl.l  million 
credit  from  asset  sales  (IrE449,000).  Earnings  were  Ir42.7p. 
up  from  Ir402p.  The  total  dividend  is  lifted  to  Ir45p  a  share 
from  tr3.6p.  with  a  final  Ir3p  due  March  29.  The  company 
reported  a  23  per  cent  rise  in  foe  number  of  passengers  on  the 
UK  to  Ireland  ferry  routes  to  1.12  million,  with  a  firm  second 
half  compensating  for  disruption  in  the  first  half. 

Nobo  maintains  payout 

NOBO  GROUP,  the  supplier  of  visual  displays, .  is 
maintaining  foe  interim  dividend  at  2.20p  a  share  after 
suffering  a  decline  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £880.000  from  £1 
million  in  the  half-year  to  October  31.  Turnover  advanced  to 
£235  million  from  £15.3  million,  reflecting  a  contribution 
from  acquisitions,  but  operating  profits  were  little  changed  at 
£1.27  million  (£125  million).  Interest  charges  rose  to  E385.000 
from  £220.000.  Earnings  fell  to  4.01p  a  share  from  5.79p.  The 
shares  rose  3p  to  129p.  Roger  Colvin,  chief  executive,  said 
optimism  for  the  future  was  tempered  by  “the  varying 
weaknesses  of  the  European  economies". 

Dudley  Jenkins  ahead 

DUDLEY  JENKINS  GROUP,  the  supplier  of  products 
and  services  to  the  direct  mail  industry,  said  it  had  made 
a  strong  start  to  the  second  half,  enjoying  strong  demand 
for  its  databases.  The  company  lifted  profits  to  £565.000 
before  tax  from  £512,000  in  the  six  months  to  the  end  of 
October  on  turnover  that  increased  to  £9.12  million  from 
£7.17  million.  Earnings  rose  to  3p  a  share  from  2S5p.  The 
interim  dividend  is  increased  to  U55p  a  share  from  Ip. 
payable  on  April  10.  The  shares  were  unchanged  at  99p. 


Time  to  take  fraud  seriously 


Tony  Bingham  on  the  need  to  go 
deep  into  the  British  psyche  to 
combat  a  genuine  business  menace 


Tony  Bingham  wants  to  see  an  anti-fraud  culture 


Fraud  is  a  big  problem 
that  threatens  even- 
company  in  the  UK.  and 
foe  wider  public.  The  Audit 
Faculty  of  the  Institute  of 
Chartered  Accountants  in 
England  and  Wales  believes 
that  more  concerted  action  is 
needed  if  real  progress  is  to  be 
made  controlling  this  menace. 

Last  week,  the  faculty  issued 
a  discussion  paper.  Taking 
Fraud  Seriously,  and  held  a 
conference  attended  by  those 
in  the  front  line  against  fraud, 
including  Government,  busi¬ 
ness.  regulators,  lawyers,  ac¬ 
countants  and  auditors. 

The  strong  message  from 
the  conference  was  that  more 
can  and  should  be  done  to 
deter  fraudsters  and  to  catch, 
prosecute  and  punish  them  if 
they  offend.  While  foe  law  and 
regulations  can  be  improved 
and  strengthened  in  certain 
areas,  rules  and  process  are 
not  enough,  ir  foe  problem  is 
to  be  tackled  seriously,  there 
has  to  be  a  more  robust 
attitude  towards  fraud  in  Brit¬ 
ish  business  life. 

Directors  must  establish 
and  maintain  an  anti-fraud 
culture  in  their  organisations, 
communicating  ca  manage¬ 
ment.  employees  and  third 
parties  that  dishonesty  and 


corruption  will  not  be 

tolerated. 

A  well-publicised  anti-fraud 
policy  should  be  supported  by 
risk  assessment  and  control 
measures  in  the  risk  areas.  The 
board  should  provide  secure 
reporting  channels  for  employ¬ 
ees  and  others  to  voire  their 
concerns  about  suspected 
fraud.  It  should  also  make  clear 
how  cases  of  suspected  fraud 
are  investigated  and  how  per¬ 
petrators  are  dealt  with. 

One  element  is  essential: 
every  employee  has  to  under¬ 
stand  that  the  anti-fraud  cul¬ 
ture  applies  equally  al  all 
levels.  Directors  and  senior 
managers  must  be,  and  seen  to 
be.  subject  to  foe  same  code  as 
everyone  else. 

Taking  Fraud  Seriously  rec¬ 
ommends  a  Code  of  Business 
Practice  on  dealing  with  fraud, 
including  what  should  be  re¬ 
ported  to  foe  authorities,  and 
the  audit  faculty  intends  to 
consult  business  organisations 
to  take  this  forward. 

The  Government  also  needs 
to  play  its  pan.  The  Treasury 
sponsors  the  Financial  Fraud 
Information  Network,  but  the 
scope  of  its  activity  and  the  use 
made  of  its  information  could 
be  widened  to  include  more 
than  just  government  bodies 


and  regulators  such  as  the 
Stock  Exchange. 

Effective  fraud  prevention 
and  detection  will  only  start  to 
happen  when  there  is  a  more 
coordinated  approach  to  shar¬ 
ing  information  and  designing 
effective  measures.  Taking 
Fraud  Seriously  recommends 


that  the  Government  should 
establish  an  independent 
standing  body  —  the  Fraud 
Advisory  Panel  —  which 
would  have  foe  task  of  increas¬ 
ing  awareness  of  foe  problem 
and  advising  on  counter 
measures. 

The  Law  Commission  is 


reviewing  foe  law  relating  to 
dishonesty.  There  is  a  strong 
case  for  change  and  consolida¬ 
tion  of  civil  and  criminal  law 
on  fraud  to  make  it  more 
understandable  and  effective. 

Specific  legal  changes  would 
make  prosecution  easier  and 
deter  fraudsters.  For  instance, 
strengthening  foe  law  against 
knowingly  misleading  an  audi¬ 
tor  by  extending  section  389A  of 
the  Companies  Act  1985  to 
cover  anyone  within  foe  com¬ 
pany  rather  than  just  a  com¬ 
pany  "officer",  and  increasing 
the  maximum  custodial  sen¬ 
tence  from  two  to  five  years. 

Clearly  auditors  have  a  key 
role.  The  training  and  educa¬ 
tion  of  auditors  has  to  be 
enhanced  to  ensure  that  they 
have  the  skills  to  meet  their 
anti-fraud  duties.  But  the  audi¬ 
tor*  attitude  of  challenge  and 
scepticism  is  the  key. 

The  audit  faculty  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  robustness  of 
foe  external  audit  function 
must  be  maintained  and  en¬ 
hanced.  The  conference  helped 
to  articulate  auditors'  determ¬ 
ination  to  joining  with  others 
to  achieve  a  step-change  in 
reducing  foe  effects  of  fraud. 

Taking  Fraud  Seriously  is 
available  from  foe  Audit  Fac¬ 
ulty.  ICAEW.  PO  Box  433. 
Chartered  Accountants  HalL 
Moorgate  Place.  London 
EC2P2BJ. 

Tony  Bingham  is  a  partner  in 
Coopers  B  lybrand  and  chairman 
of  the  technical  and  practical 
auditing  committee  of  the  Audit 
Faculty. 


ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 


Where  watching 
figures  is  out 

THE  English  ICA  has  a 
revolutionary  in  its  basement. 
Deep  beneath  its  Moorgate 
Place  headquarters  is  a  restau¬ 
rant  named  after  Pru  Leith. 
Speaking  at  a  recent  event 
organised  by  recruitment  con¬ 
sultants  Robert  Half,  she  re¬ 
vealed  her  views  on  business 
plans.  And  they  were  not  foe 
things  that  Moorgate  Place 
would  recognise.  Her  best 
advice  came  from  fellow  culi¬ 
nary  luminary.  Albert  Roux. 
“He  said:  ‘Look,  it's  perfectly 


simple,  forget  about  foe  bud¬ 
gets.  targets,  plans  and  all  that 
garbage  accountants  tell 
you’."  The  results  of  this 
advice  can  be  tasted  by  ac¬ 
countants  beneath  their  own 
headquarters.  Expect  “hum¬ 
ble  pie"  to  appear  on  foe  menu 
very  shortly. 

Foresight 

AT  LAST  week's  English  ICA 
fraud  conference,  Mark  Shel¬ 
don  of  Linklaters  &  Paines 
quoted  remarks  about 


corporate  governance  that 
Lord  Young  of  Graffham  had 
made  at  a  conference.  “We 
have  to  take  this  seriously," 
said  Sheldon,  "because  Lord 
Young  is  a  prescient  man.  We 
know  this  because  at  the  same 
conference  he  also  said,  'If  i  do 
not  succeed  with  my  col¬ 
leagues.  foe  institutions  will 
not  waste  much  time  in  s  Hid¬ 
ing  foe  men  in  grey  suits  id  tell 
me  I  should  spend  more  time 
with  my  family'." 

A  jubilant  Sheldon  condud- 

. 


ed:  “One  month  later,  they 
did." 

Brand  of  gold 

BRAND  names  seem  to  have 
lost  their  value.  Once,  firms 
such  as  Coopers  &  Lybrand 
were  gung-ho  about  foe  pot  of 
gold  that  brand  names  could 
represent  But  this  week  they 
let  one  of  their  own  go  for  free, 
and  ahead  of  time — foe  name 
Deloitte.  As  from  last  Mon¬ 
day,  Touche  Ross  has  become 


Deloitte  &  Touche.  “No  money 
crossed  the  table.”  said  a 
spokesman. 

Junk  TV 

THE  BBC  children’s  prog¬ 
ramme.  Blue  Peter,  aims  to 
raise  more  than  £500,000  for 
its  "Paperdiain"  appeal  by  col¬ 
lecting  5,000  tonnes  of  high- 
grade  household  junk  mail 
and  other  waste  paper.  Why 
am  I  telling  you  this?  Simple. 
The  charity  accounting  ex¬ 
perts  at  Moores  Rowland  are 
monitoring  the  volume  of 
waste  collected.  Presumably, 
no  one  has  raided  foe  part¬ 
ners’  out-trays. 


Should  auditors 
blow  the  whistle? 


EVEN  the  Queen  knows  about  theexpecation 
gap  that  auditors  have  created.  According  to 
Roger  Davis,  head  of  audit  at  Coopers  & 
Lybrand.  be  found  himself  at  an  event 
organised  by  a  charity  for  which  Coopers  did 
the  audit  Introduced  to  the  charity’s  patron. 
Her  Majesty,  he  was  asked  what  he  did.  “I  am 
the  auditor,"  he  said.  “Ah."  said  Her  Majesty, 
“you  find  the  bands.” 

If  you  are  an  auditor,  the  normal  response 
to  this  is  a  frenzied  retreat  into  arcane  legal 
arguments  about  duties,  mlminaring  in  a 
denial  that  auditors  have  any  responsibility 
for  detecting  fraud.  Being  an  urbane  soul, 
Mr  Davis  did  not,  apparently,  burden  Her 
Majesty  with  such  arguments  —  he  doesn't 
believe  in  them  anyway  —  but  it  is  a  fine 
example  of  just  how  far  from  public  opinion 
the  auditing  profession*  view  has  strayed. 

Mr  Davis*  revelations  came  at  foe  fraud 
conference  organised  last  week  by  the  Audit 
Faculty  of  the  Institute  of  Chartered  Accoun¬ 
tants.  This  followed  the  publication  by  foe 
faculty  of  a  series  of  propos¬ 
als  to  limit  fraud.  It  is  a 
difficult  topic.  Auditors  tra¬ 
ditionally  arrive  at  such  de¬ 
bates  with  one  arm  tied 
behind  their  backs.  They 
know  that  measures  such  as 
repotting  on  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  internal  controls 
would  improve  the  detection 
of  fraud.  But  they  also  know 
that  lawyers  stand  in  their 
way. 

Mr  Davis  revealed  that 
Coopers*  letter  of  engage¬ 
ment  covering  foe  issue  of 
the  Cadbury  Code  alone 
entailed  eight  pages  of  close¬ 
ly  typed  legal  jargon,  which 
its  lawyers  insisted  it  has  to 
produce. 

He  then  argued  that  “audi¬ 
tors  must  be  much  more 
prepared  to  put  their  names  to  assurances  of 
good  corporate  governance".  But  he  added 
that  this  could  not  currently  be  so  because 
they  were  “scared  stiff  of  litigation”. 

Mr  Davis  argued  passionately,  but  it  is 
hard  to  avoid  foe  view  that  much  of  this 
reluctance  is  as  much  to  do  with  auditors 
living  in  a  world  of  their  own  as  any  real 
aversion  to  putting  their  thumb  print  on  a 
document  Later  in  the  day.  Kuldip  Singh, 
QC  warned  that  “it  is  very  important  that 
any  proposal  for  reform  from  foe  profession 
is  not  seen  as  special  pleading  merely  for  the 
benefit  of  members  of  the  profession". 

Adding  his  voice.  Mark  Sheldon,  former 
senior  partner  at  linklaters  &  Paines  and  a 
member  of  foe  original  Cadbury  committee. 


Robert 

Bruce 


furiously  that  corporate  governance 
oim  had  to  be  kept  up.  He  also  down¬ 
played  the  threat  of  lawyers  getting  too 
caught  up  in  the  arguments  over  reporting  on 
the  effectiveness  of  internal  control. 

“Although  most  solicitors  would  disagree," 
he  said.  “I  believe  that  a  carefully  worded 
opinion  on  effectiveness  will  be  unlikely  to 
add  significantly  to  foe  liabilities  of  directors 
who  have  taken  appropriate  steps  in  this  area 
and  may  serve  to  limit  any  over-optimistic 
implications  as  to  directors'  responsibilities 
that  might  otherwise  exist"  Most  finance 
directors  who  understand  what  is  at  stake 
would  agree  with  him. 

Amidst  this  morass  of  squabbling  lawyers 
and  accountants,  it  is  hard  to  remember  that 
what  is  being  argued  over  is  a  system  which 
would  have  probably  saved  Barings  Bank 
from  itself.  The  fact  that  some  directors 
dislike  the  idea  of  telling  shareholders 
whether  international  controls  are  good 
enough  and  that  some  auditors  would  prefer 
not  to  express  an  opinion 
should  not  be  allowed  to  get 
in  the  way.  It  was  precisely 
such  flabby  dithering  which 
allowed  Barings  to  get  itself 
into  its  disastrous  position  in 
the  first  place. 

On  another  measure,  there 
is  much  more  agreement. 
This  is  the  idea  that  Section 
389A  of  the  Companies  Ah 
1985  should  be  strengthened. 
This  is  the  measure  which 
allows  "officers  of  foe  com¬ 
pany”  to  be  prosecuted 
should  they  be  found  to  have 
deceived  foe  auditor. 

Reform  of  this  section  is 
not  a  new  idea.  It  was 
mooted  immediately  after 
the  Polly  Peck  revelations. 

it  is  ever  more  urgent 
Fraud  trials  are  impossibly 
difficult  It  is  notoriously  difficult  to  get  a 
satisfactory  result  None  of  us  is  likely  to  be 
as  sure  of  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong 
after  months  of  lawyers  demonstrating 
tangled  webs  of  inter-connecting  companies. 
Journalists  have  trouble  in  such  circum¬ 
stances  in  sticking  to  foe  first  principle  of 
“follow  the  money".  Juries  can  be  baffled. 

Strengthening  Section  389A  solves  all  that 
Proving  that  someone  has  deceived  the 
auditor  involves  tittle  more  than  two  sheetsof 
paper  and  a  half-hour  explanation.  At 
present  no  one  bothers  to  prosecute  because 
foe  maximum  sentence  of  two  years  is  not 
thought  to  be  tough  enough.  Simple,  says  the 
audit  faculty,  increase  it  to  five  years  and  get 
on  with  some  speedy  prosecutions. 
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Modest  falls  at  the  close 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  days  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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All  you  said  was  relocation. 


Yon.  relocate  key  employees  for  positive  reasons. 

'  So  don't  let  the  negatives  get  in' the  way. 

Call  in  Black  Horse  Relocation!  Home  Bale,  finance, 
expenses  management,  tax.  schools,  moving  logistics, 
partners’  careers.  We  taka  care  of  everything. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  relax. 


UA&B  TB*  FIRST  OF  MANY  SUCCESSFUL  MOTES 
FREEPHONE  0800  371047  FOR  AM  INFORMATION  PACK 

_  _  TOlfl 


Black  Horse  Relocation 

The  best  move  you'll  ever  make 
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STANSTED  AIRPORT  33 


Stansted’s  main  terminal  has  been  open  for  five  years,  writes  Harvey  Elliott.  But  the  airport  has  yet  to  attract  the  transatlantic  airlines 


When  the  planners 
and  the  pundits 
of  the  early  1980s 
were  asked  to 
imagine  how  Stansted  airport 
would  have  developed  by  1996. 
they  were  of  one  accord. 

It  would  be  a  sleek,  easy  and 
efficient  airport  handling 
mainly  long-haul  internation¬ 
al  flights.  These  would  be 
matched  by  dozens  of  short 
haul  international  charter 
flights  as  package  lour  opera¬ 
tors  switched  from  Gatwick  to 
the  Essex  base,  where  parking 
was  easier  and  cheaper. 

BAA,  its  owner  and  opera-- 
tor.  listened  and  designed  a 
new  terminal  to  match.  Out¬ 
bound  and  inbound  passen¬ 
gers  were  separated  so  that 
techniques  for  dealing  with 
large  numbers  of  international 
flights  could  be  installed. 

No  one  gave  much  thought 
to  domestic  passengers.  Yet 
today,  five  years  after  die 
opening  of  die  bright  and  airy 
terminal,  designed  by  Sir  Nor¬ 
man  Foster,  it  is  the.  domestic 
network  which  is  making 
Stansted  the  fastest-growing 
airport  in  Britain. 

In  1995,  Stansted  handled 
3.89  million  passengers,  an 
increase  of  19.4  per  cent  on  the 
previous  year.  For  the  12 
months  to  the  end  of  January, 
there  will  have  been  well  over 
4  million  passengers,  includ¬ 
ing  750.000  using  British  or 
Irish  flights,  doable -the  num¬ 
ber  for  last  year. 

The  growth  has  been  so 
great  that  BAA  is  appealing  to 
Parliament  to  allow  the  air¬ 
port  to  grow  so  that  it  can 
handle  15  million  a  year, 
almost  double  its  existing  per¬ 
mitted  limit  of  8  million. 

Terry  Morgan.  Stansted ’s 
managing  dirertor,  says:  “The 
big  demand  has  been  for 
domestic  passengers,  who  are 
now  having  to  use  terminals 
which  were  not  designed  for 
them.  If  we  can  get  the 
increase  in  overall  capacity, 
we  would  have  the  confidence 
to  spend  up  to  £100  millfon  in 
building  a  domestic  terminal." 

This  is  music  to  die  ears  of 
both  Air  UK  and  Ryanair, 
airlines  which  have  made 
Stansted  their  home  airport 
Air  UK.  for  example,  serves 
20  destinations  from  Stansted. 
including  14  key  European 
cities  and  each  of  the  major 
dries  in  the  UICS  own  domes¬ 
tic  network.  Its  routes  to  and 
from  Stansted  were  the  fastest- 


The  fastest-growing  airport  in  Britain 


□  Families  can  enjoy  a  free  fun  day  at  Stansted  airport  this 
Sunday  and  next  (January  21. 28).  10am  to  4pm.  Parking  is  free 
in  die  Iorig*tay  car  park  for  three  hours.  There  will  be 
music,  children's  activities,  prizes  and  a  free  holiday  draw. 


growing,  rising  to  1.4  million 
passengers  in  1995  —  24  per 
cent  up  chi  the  previous  year. 

Ryanair  carried  988,000 
passengers  through  Stansted 
in  1995  an  its  11-strong  fleet  of 
Boeing  737s.lt  is  now  drawing 
up  plans  to  operate  from 
Stansted  to  die  bigger  cities  on 
die  Continent  and  to  increase 
its  UK  domestic  routes. 


Privately,  Stansted 
officials  admit  that 
they  have  been  disap¬ 
pointed  that  the  big 
long-haul  airlines  have  not 
been  able  to  make  a  financial 
success  of  the  airport  Several 
have  tried.  Mr  Morgan  says: 
“Realistically,  we  have  to  ac¬ 
cept  that  United,  American 
and  most  of  the  other  big 
transatlantic  carriers  have 
their  eyes  on  Heathrow.  Our 
priority  now  must  be  to  attract 
a  big  European  carrier  and  to 
develop  die  routes  from 
Stansted.  Then,  when  a  large 
carrier  derides  to  come  in,  it 
wil]  find  a  network  of  connect¬ 
ing  flights  ready  and  waiting.” 

El  A1  operates  to  New  York 
from  Tel  Aviv  via  Stansted  and 
apparently  finds'  die  market 
both  vibrant  and  profitable. 
Others,  h  is  hoped,  will  follow, 
especially  new  carriers  from 
Eastern  Europe. 

The  real  breakthrough  is. 
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Luxembourg 

direct 

Luxembourg  is  just  over  the  horizon.  From 
Stansted.  Heathrow  or  Manchester,  luxair's 
DAILY  FLIGHTS  TAKE  YOU  DIRECT  TO  ONE  OF  EUROPE'S 
MOST  BUSTLING  BANKING  AND  COMMERCIAL 

’  centres.  Comfortably  and  competitively. 


0  LUXAIR 

Travel  a  good  company 

For  information  and  bookings  contact  your  local 
travel  agent' or  call  Lexair  at  0181/745  42  54. 


however,  still  around  the  cor¬ 
ner,  although  some  believe  it 
could  come  if  Heathrow’s  pro¬ 
posed  terminal  five  is  rejected 
by  the  Government  This 
could  be  crucial  to  the  future 
shape  of  Stansted.  In  its  first 


full  year  of  operation.  1991, 
Stansted  lost  £30  million.  In 
the  current  financial  year  it  is 
likely  to  lose  £10  miQion. 
Offirials  believe  that  the  air¬ 
port  will  be  making  a  profit 
within  18  months. 

The  charges  for  airlines  to 
land  and  park  led  rival  air¬ 
ports  to  challenge  Stansted’s 
policies  in  the  courts,  claiming 
that  it  was  being  unfairly 
subsidised  by  its  parent  group. 

“We  have  to  try  to  balance 
between  the  need  to  attract 
airlines  to  Stansted  and  the 
need  to  charge  fees  which  will 
bring  us  to  profit  as  soon  as 
possible,"  Mr  Morgan  says. 
“Even  if  we  were  not  part  of 
the  BAA  group,  we  would  still 
do  the  same  as  we  are  today." 

That  Stansted  is  now  grow¬ 
ing  faster  than  any  other 
major  commercial  airport  in 
Britain  cannot  be  in  doubt  It 
is  particularly  attractive  to 
charter  airlines  passengers 
and  its  fast  train  link  to 
Liverpool  Street  station  makes 
it  a  natural  centre  for  domestic 
services. 

What  Stansted  needs  is  a 
giant  airline  to  move  in  and 
turn  it  into  a  great  internation¬ 
al  airport  A  scheduled  Euro¬ 
pean  “Dag-carrier"  would  be  a 
start.  To  judge  by  the  pace  of 
development  in  the  airport 
that  could  happen  at  any  time. 


Terry  Morgan,  right  MD  of  Stansted,  and  Brian  Beal  of  Air  Belfast  celebrate  the  improved  domestic  air  i 
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London  Stansted  has  been  carefully  designed  to  be  the  most 
stress-free  airport  ever  built. 

Our  award  winning  Terminal  (there  is  just  the  one  you’ll  be 
relieved  to  hear)  is  congestion  free  and  a  pleasure  to  use.  It's  an 
easy  150  metre  scroll  from  the  entrance  to  the  airside  lounge. 
And  it's  all  on  one  level. 

London  Stansted  is  also  easy  , 
to  get  to.  The  railway  station  is 
built  directly  under  the  Terminal. 

Express  trains  run  every  30  min- 

-ic  sc¬ 

utes  to  and  from  Liverpool  St 

Station,  in  the  Heart  of  the  City, 

with  a  journey  time  of  around  40 

minutes.  The  airport  road  system 

links  directly  with  the  motorway 

network.  It’s  right  by  the  Mil 

(junction  8)  and  the  M25  is  less 

than  twenty  minutes  away. 


Services  are  increasing  all  the  time  and  destinations 
currently  include:  Aberdeen,  Amsterdam,  Asturias,  Belfast 
City,  Belfast  International,  Brussels.  Bucharest,  Copenhagen, 
Cork,  Dijon,  Dublin,  Dusseldorf,  Edinburgh,  Florence, 
Frankfurt,  Glasgow,  Guernsey  (summer  only),  Hamburg, 
Havana.  Helsinki,  Innsbruck,  Jersey.  Knock,  La  Coruna,  Lille, 

-  Londonderry,  Luxembourg, 
Maastricht,  Madrid,  Manchester, 
Milan,  Munich,  Newcastle, 

New  York,  Nice,  Paris, 

Prague  (from  March  31), 
Prestwick.  St.  Petersburg.  Tel 
Aviv,  Waterford,  Zaragoza, 
Zurich. 

If  you'd  like  to  find  out  more 
about  how  we  can  help  take  the 
strain  out  of  business  travel  call 
freephone  0800  118  118. 


London  *  « 


For  flight  guides  and  further  information  SOSOO  i  18  118 
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The  American 


dream  comes  true 
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E]  Ai.  the  Israeti  carri¬ 
er,  has  just  con¬ 
firmed  that  it  will 
continue  with  its 
transatlantic  service  this  sum¬ 
mer  from  Stans  ted  to  Newark 
airport.  New  York.  The  route 
was  launched  last  October 
and  early  indications  are  that 
it  will  be  a  success. 

The  decision  is  a  great  boost 
For  Stansted  because  the  New 
Jersey  airport  provides  its  only 
transatlantic  link,  something 
the  airport  has  needed  to 
maintain  its  credibility  as 
London’s  third  airport. 

Hopes  were  initially  high  in 
the  early  1090s  that  Stansted 
would  relieve  pressure  on 
Heathrow  and  Garwick  take¬ 
off  and  landing  “slots"  by 
offering  a  number  of  transat¬ 
lantic  services.  But  .American 
Airlines,  which  started  a 
Stansted  to  Chicago  service  in 
1992.  was  forced  to  pull  out  a 
year  later  after  demand  from 
business  travellers  proved  dis¬ 
appointing.  Since  then,  expec- 


E1  AI  has  made 
the  vital  US 
link,  David 
Churchill  says 


permission  for  flying  the  India 
leg  of  the  journey.  Tower  .Air  b 
understood  to  have  derided 
against  applying  for  the  route 
this  year. 

Terry  Morgan,  Stansted  air¬ 
port’s  managing  director,  be¬ 
lieves  that  it  is  better  to  have  a 
firm  agreement  with  Ameri¬ 
can  carriers  before  starting  a 
new  service.  He  says:  “We 
don't  want  the  legacy  of  the 
American  Airlines  experience, 
where  carriers  come  in  and 
pull  out  again.  That  is  too 
unstable  a  situation." 

The  El  Ai  service,  however, 
is  not  covered  fay  the  US 
bilateral  talks,  so  it  is  a  bonus 
for  Stansted.  The  thrice-week¬ 
ly  service,  using  Boeing  757s 
and  sometimes  Boeing  747s.  is 
also  one  of  the  cheapest  ways 
of  getting  to  New  York.  The 
present  economy  return  fare  is 
£167,  plus  £26  tax,  although 
the  business-class  fares  are 
comparable  with  those 
charged  by  other  airlines. 

The  service  also  has  another 


rations  have  been  raised  that 
another  leading  carrier,  such 
as  Delta  or  TWA.  would  move 
to  Stansted  and  provide  a  New 
York  service.  But  these  hopes 
have  been  dashed  by  the 
stagnating  UK-US  bilateral 
talks  regulating  flights  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries. 
American  carriers  are  reluc¬ 
tant  to  use  Stansted  when  the 
possibility  of  gaining  far  more 
lucrative  Heathrow  slots  re¬ 
mains  open. 

Another  American  carrier. 
Tower  Air.  had  been  keen  to 
divert  its  India-Amsterdam- 
New  York  route  via  Stansted. 
thus  creating  a  new  service. 
But  because  this  would  re¬ 
quire  Tower  Air  ro  gain  British 
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A  Cubana  jel  at  Stansted  ready  for  the  weekly  run  to  Cuba.  This  is  the  only  scheduled  airline  service  to  the  communist  country  from  Britain 


angle  for  Stansted  in  that  it 
additionally  provides  a  route, 
albeit  roundabout,  to  Tel  Aviv 
as  the  plane  continues  its 
journey  from  New  York  to  the 
Israeli  capital. 

Attracting  a  big  transatlan¬ 
tic  carrier  is  difficult,  so  Mr 
Morgan  is  concentrating  on 
gaining  more  European 
routes  for  Stansted.  Starting  in 
April,  for  example,  is  a  new 


four-times-a-week  service  to 
Prague  operated  by  Czech 
Airlines,  which  already  has 
flights  from  Heathrow  and 
Gatwick  —  “another  example 
of  how  European  airlines  are 
recognising  die  value  of  a 
Stansted  service  as  well."  says 
Mr  Morgan. 

Stansted  operates  scheduled 
services  to  41  destinations,  and 
carriers  ranging  from  Aeroflot 


(twice-weekly  to  St  Petersburg 
in  Russia)  to  the  Romanian 
airline  Tarom  (to  Bucharest 
once  a  week).  In  all,  14  airlines 
run  scheduled  services  from 
Stansted.  including  the  fran¬ 
chise  service  British  Airways 
Express,  flying  to  Manchester 
and  Waterford  in  Ireland. 

Most  intriguing  is  probably 
the  weekly  service  to  Cuba  — 
the  only  scheduled  service 


from  Britain  to  the  communist 
state  —  operated  by  Cubana. 
Other  scheduled  carriers  in¬ 
clude  Air  ExeL  Aviaco, 
Ftnnair,  Luxair  and  Proteus. 

-  More  than  600,000  passen¬ 
gers  —  about  15  per  cent  of  the 
total  —  flew  last  year  on 
domestic  scheduled  services, 
more  than  half  on  business 
trips.  But  only  just  over  a 
quarter  of  those  on  inter¬ 


national  flights  are  flying  on 
business;  the  rest  are  tra¬ 
velling  on  leisure. 

Stansted's  charter  opera¬ 
tions  —  in  the  minority  for 
most  of  the  year,  but  which 
come  into  their  own  during  the 
summer  months  —  also  offer  a 
wide  range  of  holiday  destina¬ 
tions,  mainly  to  Europe's  sun 
spots.  There  are  hopes  for 
more  flights  to  America. 


LONDON  -  BELFAST  &  JERSEY  •  BIRMINGHAM  -  BELFAST 


THE  FREEDOM  TICKET 


Do  you  want  to  be  pampered  oo  board  our 
superb  146  Business  Class  service  from 


superb  146  Business  Gass  service  from 
London  Gatwidc  or  London  Stansted  to 
Belfast.'  Or  from  London  Garwick  to 
Jersey?  Or  from  Birmingham  to  Belfast: 
If  so.  and  you  complete  pour  journey  by 
29th  February  1996,  you’ll  go  even  further 
than  you  think  and  get  much  more  dun 
tou  bargained  for.  Because  Jersey  European 
Airways’  Business  Pass  offers  you  the 
ticket  to  freedom. 


.  :V.l  i"7 


Ideas 
handled 
with  care 
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Tony  Da  we 
reports  on  the 
airports  future 


FREE  ECONOMY 
RETURN 


Ryanair  now  carries  more  than  a  million  passengers  a  year  between  Dublin  and  Stansted 


Business  Class  can 


All  you  bare  to  do  is  buy  and  use  a  Business 
Class  ccrura  ticket  on  any  of  the  routes 
mentioned  above  and  you  can  claim  a  free 
Economy  return  ticker  to  be  used  anywhere 
on  the  Jersey  European  network. 


FREE  BUSINESS  RETURN 


offer  you  the  ticket 


If  you  bur  and  use  two  Business  Class 
return  n.4m  you  get  a  Business  Gass 
return  with  our  compliments. 


Ulster  peace  brings 
a  tourist  dividend 


FREE  TO  CHOOSE 
WHO  CAN  USE  IT 


to  freedom 


Complimentary  tickets  most  be  claimed  by 
die  Business  Class  traveller.  However, 
because  die  Freedom  Ticket  is  just  what  its 
name  implies,  yoo  can  nominate  anyone  to 
use  ic. 


FREE  TO  CHOOSE 
WHERE  TO  USE  IT 


Business  Class  is  only  available  oo  our  146 
Whisper  Jet  services.  However,  compli¬ 
mentary  tickets  can  be  used  on  all  our 
flights,  giving  vou  the  freedom  to  travel  to 
12  different  places  within  the  UK  and  a 
choice  of  over  100  Bights  a  day. 


FREE  FROM  HASSLE 


If  you’re  travelling  from  Londons  Gatwick 
or  Stansted  from  central  London  you  need 
□ever  get  caught  in  traffic  again.  The 
Gatwick  Express  and  Stansted  Sky  Train 
will  speed  you  to  the  airports  in  record 
rime,  avoiding  delays  and  all  the  hassle.  And 
if  you're  flying  to  Belfast.  Belfast  City- 
Airport  is  only  2  mUrs  from  the  centre  of 
the  cits-. 


FREE  TO  STRETCH 
YOUR  LEGS 


On  our  146  Whisper  Jns,  you  can  relaa  in 
the  luxury  of  our  dedicated  Business  Gass 
cabin.  Our  extra  large  scats  really  give  you 
freedom  to  stretch  your  legs  while  you  enjoy 
our  attentive  cabin  service  and  perhaps 
sample  some  of  the  finest  French  wines  tor 
which  we  are  renowned. 


CALL  IS  FOR  MORE 
INFORM  ATION  ON  01392  360 
777  OR  Q1232  45  7  200  OR 
CONTACT  YOUR  TRAVEL 
AGENT. 


Qualifying  journeys  must  be  completed  by  29th  February  1 996.  Voucher*  can  be  redeemed  for  travel  up  to  30tfc  June  I99ij.  Complimentary 
tickets  cannot  be  used  between  2nd  April  I and  10th  April  1996  inclusive.  Voucher  redemption  mice  is  0.000  Ip.  Offer  excludes 
government  surcharges.  Seats  are  subject  to  capacity  controL  Travelling  on  complimentary  tickets  doe*  not  ouaiifr  for  further  vouchers  to  be 
issued.  Booking*  for  complimentary  tickets  must  be  made  through  Jersey  Europeans  ticker  desks  or  w  calling  Jersev  European  Airway* 
Reservations  on  013^2  360  777  or  01232  457  200.  if  booking  bv  telephone  we  wifl  need  to  receive  the  validated  form  prior  to  ticket 
i,* iK'.  Complimentary  tickets  are  not  upgradeable. 


The  Northern  Ireland 
ceasefire,  which  has  had 
the  impact  of  creating 
an  additional  peace  dividend 
for  Stansted  airport,  instead  of 
handling  small  numbers  of 
passengers  travelling  between 
Stansted  and  Belfast,  is  now 
carrying  more  than  250,000 
a  year. 

The  improved  flow  along 
this  air  corridor  to  Northern 
Ireland  has  been  one  of  the 
most  significant  develop¬ 
ments  at  both  airports  during 
the  past  12  * 

months. 

A  year  ago 
there  was  just  one 
daily  turboprop 
aircraft  leaving  at 
lunchtime  Tor 
Belfast;  now 
there  are  eight  jet 
aircraft  making 
die  trip  every 
day.  operated  by 
Air  Belfast  and 
Jersey  European. 

Tounst  arrivals 
from  LHster  have 
increased  by  40 
per  cent  over  the 
past  year. 

The  Essex  air¬ 
port  is  also  now 
one  of  the  key 
gateway's  for  the 
Republic  of  Ire-  j 
land,  serviced  by 
Ryanair,  the  sec¬ 
ond-biggest  oper¬ 
ator  from  Stan¬ 
sted.  The  airline 
carries  more  than 
a  million  passen¬ 
gers  a  year  be¬ 
tween  Dublin 
and  Stansted.  In 
October  the  air¬ 
line  introduced  a  Board tn 


service  between  Stansted  and 
Glasgow’s  Prestwick  airport. 

Ryanair’s  success  at  Stan¬ 
sted  has  been  based  on  a  low- 
cost  strategy,  emulating  the 
success  of  no- frills  carriers  in 
some  part  of  the  US.  More 
than  three-quarters  of  its  traf¬ 
fic  to  and  from  Dublin  is  at 
fares  of  up  to  £59;  the  highest 
fare  is  E99.  This  contrasts  with 
foil  fares  an  other  carriers  of 
up  to  £249. 

Tim  Jeans,  Ryanair's  UK 
chief  executive,  says;  “Our  top 


Boarding  with  a  double  bass  at  the  Air  UK  desk 


ELAL’S  NEW  YORK  JETS  ARE 
APPEARING  AT  STANSTED 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME. 


EL  AL.  THE  ONLY  AIRLINE  TO  FLY  TO  NEW  YORK 
FROM  YOUR  LOCAL  AIRPORT. 


Sow  you  can  fly  vfcrsulei 
from  Sranstsi  to  the 
heart  of  the  3:;  Af-rie 
•.■-.en-  Sundai.  Ts-.uraiiv  vr.i 
•nrnirnin^  Sat-ardi.. 

!  Thursday*  EL  AL  Fra;! 
onlv  Intcrruti'  ifjl  carrier 


Its  so  convenient  -  like  having  New 
York  on  your  doom  up  Direct  frur: 
local  airport  io  Newark, 


•Aitlun  eaw  reach  of  Manhattan.  And 
bini:‘es'  or  pleasure.  vou'vc  uot  it  all. 

Catch  a  Broadw  j>  show  Sue  the  jets 
;r.  action.  Or  mss  pop  nrow  the  Pond  for  a 
shi*r-:il! -sou-drop  weekend 

Award- winning  Suibteii  is  -pactous. 
fnihr  accessible  and  relaxed,  ottering  a  wide 
Mfljje  cfd«%  free  hopping,  earing  places 
and  Kir-  Plus  on -the -spat,  reasonably 
prised  p.nkiTi£. 

F.L  AL  also  llv  from  Stansted  to 


•  _ 

Tel  Aviv  four  ernes  a  week.  For  further 


mturmanon  Conner  your  local  travel  agent, 
or  call  EL  At  drreer  on 


0345  125725 

STANSTED  TO  NEW  YORK. 
THREE  TIMES  WEEKLY. 


fare  of  £99  return  attracted 
enormous  interest  from  busi¬ 
ness  travellers  tired  of  paying 
£100  more  than  we  charged  for 
the  privilege .  of  a  hot 
breakfast" 

Ryanair  has  carried  more 
than  30,000  passengers  be¬ 
tween  Glasgow  and  London 
since  the  new  route  started; 
560  seats  a  day  are  available  at 
a  fare  of  £29  one-way.  An  extra 
selling  point  has  been  the  offer 
of  free  rail  travel  until  March 
31  for  passengers  to  anywhere 
in  Scotland,  as, 
part  of  their 
journey. 

Air  UK.  the 
largest  airline  us¬ 
ing  Stansted,  flies 
to  20  destinations 
in  both  the  UK 
.  and  Europe  and 
accounts  for 
some  40  per  cent 
of  all  passengers 
using  the  airport. 
Air  UK  intro¬ 
duced  services  to 
Zurich  and  Ma¬ 
drid.  helping  to 
increase  passen¬ 
ger  numbers  by 
24  per  cent  Extra 
1  flights  are 
planned  to  popu¬ 
lar  destinations. 
Air  UK  is  also 
now  the  largest 
foreign  airline  us¬ 
ing  Amsterdam's 
Schipol  airport, 
the  home  of 
KLM,  which 
owns  45  per  cent 
of  the  airline. 

Tony  Le 
Masurier,  the 
-sales  and  market- 
LFK  desk  ing  director -for 
Air  UK,  believes 
that  it  can  compete  with 
British  Airways  and  British 
Midland. 

He  says:  “Our  growth 
shows  that  the  British  public  is 
increasingly  following  the 
American  lead  and  treating 
short-haul  domcstic.and  Euro¬ 
pean  flights  almost  routinely." 

Mr  Le  Masurier  also  con¬ 
firms  that  Air  UK  has  no  plans 
to  change  its  one-class  service. 
"We  have  found  no  pressing 
demand  for  a  business  class 
cabin",  he  says.  The  Sterling 
Service  provides  hot  or  cold 
meals  depending  on  the  flight 
time,  and  complimentary 
drinks  and  newspapers.  But 
26.000  frequent  fliers  with  Air 
UK  qualify  for  an  Executive 
Card,  which  gives  access  to 
lounges,  a  telephone  check-in 
service  and  a  pre-flight  choice 
of  seat.  Card-holders  are  also  , 
given  membership  of  KIM'S  ; 
Flying  Dutchman  frequent- 
flier  programme. 


Improving  links  with  the 
local  community  has  be¬ 
come  a  top  priority  for 
managers  at  Stansted  as  they 
plan  to  expand  the  airport  A 
glossy  four-page  information 
bulletin,  Stansted  Forum,  is 
delivered  regularly  to  sur¬ 
rounding  households  and 
businesses.  An  opinion  poll 
was  commissioned  from 
MORI,  and  fines  imposed  on 
airlines  for  breaching  noise 
limits  are  given  to  local 
causes. 

The  survey  found  that  air¬ 
craft  noise  is  of  the  greatest 
concern  and  Ukefy  to  remain 
so  as  the  airport  seeks  permis¬ 
sion  to  raise  its  limit  of 78.000 
aircraft  movements  a  year. 
Terry  Morgan.  Stansted's 
managing  director,  insists  the 
increase  is  essential  if  the 
airport  is  to  reach  its  initial 
target  of  handling  eight  mfl- 
Ikm  passengers  a  year  by  2000 
and  IS  minion  by  2007. 

Mr  Morgan  takes  heart 
from  the  survey's  findings 
that  most  residents  view 
Stansted  positively  for  its  ad¬ 
vantages  to  the  (oral  economy. 
But  he  says  he  and  his  staff 
are  working  to  see  whether 
noisier  planes  can  be  phased 
out  “We  are  not  seeking  ap¬ 
proval  for  extra  flights  just  for 
the  sake  of  it,"  says  Tony 
Astor.  Stansted's  cargo  man¬ 
ager.  “it  will  help  us  to 
achieve  our  aim  of  establish¬ 
ing  Stansted  as  an  interna¬ 
tional  airport  in  its  own  right, 
with  scheduled  services  as  the 
backbone  of  the  business  — 
vital  if  air  links  for  London  as 
a  whole  are  to  be  maintained." 

Stansted  attracts  increasing 
numbers  of  passengers  from 
North  London.  And  the-  im¬ 
proved  M25  river  crossing  at 
Dartford  now  woos  them  in 
north  KenL  Better  links  be¬ 
tween  the  MIL  AI  and  Ml 
also  make  the  airport  more 
accessible. 


MORE  THAN  JUST  ISRAEL  David  CHURCHILL 


Local  environment 

groups  are  concerned  at 
its  continued  expan¬ 
sion.  They  have  seen  Stansted 
develop  as  London's  third 
airport  although  it  was  not 
considered  an  option  by  the 
commission,  headed  by  Lord 
Raskin,  which  investigated 
the  best  site  for  an  additional 
airport  to  Heathrow  and 
Gatwick  in  the  early  1970s.  Its 
role  was  finaUy  confirmed  by 
a  public  inquiry  in  1985.  Their 
worst  fear  is  that  Stansted  will 
get  a  second  runway,  which 
would  blight  parts  of  Essex. 
Mr  Astor  insists  their  feats 
are  groundless. 

“The  existing  runway,"  he 
says,  “will  handle  at  least  35 
million  passengers  a  year  and 
we  are  talking  of  expanding  to 
15  million  at  the  moment” 
The  airport  management  is 
also  keen  to  reassure  residents 
about  pollutants,  including 
hydrocarbons,  carbon  monox¬ 
ides  and  nitrogen  oxides, 
emitted  by  vehicles,  power 
plants  and  Jets.  Officials  mon¬ 
itored  air  quality  at  40  sites  on 
and  around  the  airport  and 
found*  that  the  highest  pollu¬ 
tion  levels  were  causal  by 
road  —  not  air  —  traffic. 


W  RYANAIR 


THE  LOW  FARES  AIRLINE 


From  London  Stansted 


40  flights  daily  from  Stansted  to  Dublin/ 
Glasgow  (Prestwick),  Cork  &  Knock. 

RESERVATIONS:  0171  435  7101 


S  |*i 

i#  up 


•r  j: 


u. 


DU  C  A  f 
jOW  SE 
iV  FRO  A 
IAN  STE  -f 

£167  ■ 


&  :i  \ 


H oriel  ^ 


L  HI  % 

Spert-v^ 


Cj>  Ij££> 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  18  1996 


STANSTED  AIRPORT  35 


From  racehorses  to  Rolls-Royces  and  pearls 


TonyPawe 
behind  the 
scenes  of  the 
cargo  carriers 

Cloth  from  Turkey, 
flowers  from  Colom¬ 
bia,  grapes  from 
South  Africa  and 
racehorses  returning  from 
Jordan  are  just  some  of  die 
goods  which  arrive  regularly 
at  Stansted  airport  and  have 
helped  to  turn  it  into  Britain’s 
thintbusiest  cargo  airport. 

They  are  carried  aboard  200 
weekly  flights  operated  by  a 
variety  of  aircraft,  from  old 
four-engined  turbo-prop 
Lockheed  Eiectras  to  McDon¬ 
nell  Douglas's  latest  twin- 
engined  long-haul  MD  11s.  A 
regular  sight  at  Stansted  are 
(he  giant  Russian  Antonov  124 
freighters,  which  can  cany 
150-tonne  loads  and  are  the 
only  aircraft  big  enough  to 
transport  the  engines  for  the 
new  Boeing  777s.  ’  . 

Operated  by  Heavy  lift  Car¬ 
go  Airlines,  the  Antonovs 
might  arrive  with  vast  pieces 
of  engineering  equipment  but 
they  often  leave  with  gentler 
loads  intended  to  alleviate 
suffering  in  countries  ravaged 
by  war  or  disaster. 

In  die  run-up  to  Christmas, 
they  were  working  for  a 
charity  which  collected  gifts 
and  practical  items  in 
shoeboxes  to  be  taken,  100,000 
of  (hem  at  a  time,  to  Bosnia 
and  Rwanda. 

The  staple  fare  of  Stansted’s 
world  cargo  centre,  however, 
is  mail  and  express  parcels. 
Every  night,  more  than  a 
dozen  frights,  operated  by 
airlines  like  Channel  Express, 
head  for  Belfast  Edinburgh, 
Newcastle  and  other  airports 
north  and  west  with  the  mail. 

They  are  followed  by  ser¬ 
vices  to  major  European  cities 
operated  by  TNT  Express 
Worldwide.  which  uses 
Stansted  as  a  collecting  point 
for  its  European  fast  parcels 
service,  and  by  flights  to 
France,  Germany  and  the 
United  States,  operated  by 
Federal  Express. 

“The  expansion  of  the 
FedEx  operation  and  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  TNT  from  Luton  are 
largely  responsible  for  the 
astonishing  growth  in  our 
cargo  traffic  over  the  last 
couple  of  years,”  says  Topy 
Astor.  ‘  Stansted’s  cargo 
manager. 


Lift-off:  an  engine  for  a  Boeing  777  is  loaded  aboard  a  124  Antonov  freighter 


Among  new  cargo  services 
starting  soon  are  a  weekly 
Royal  Jordanian  Airlines 
flight  to  Amman  and  a  twice- 
weekly  service  to  Tel  Aviv 
operating  with  a  British  Air¬ 
ways  flight  number. 

Unlike  Heathrow,  which 
handles  the  largest  amount  of 
air  cargo  in  Britain  with  most 
of  it  travelling  in  the  holds  of 
passenger  aircraft,  almost  all 
Stansted’s  cargo  travels  in 
freighters.  The  cargo  centre 
can  accommodate  up  to  six 
jumbo  freighters  at  any  one 
time  and  provides  15,000 
square  metres  of  warehouses 
to  store  the  goods. 

Both  TNT  and  Federal 
Express  have  their 
own  transit  sheds 
while  two  more  are 
run  by  Servisair  and  GHL  the 
Stansted  offshoot  of  Gatwick 
Handling,  which  between 
them  look  after  dozens  of 
airlines.  _ 

Stansted  is  also  linked  to 
Cargo  Community  System 
UK  the  computer-based  Cus¬ 
toms  clearance  and  documen¬ 
tation  system  which  serves  all 
three  London  airports  and.  is 
used  by  hundreds  of  forward¬ 
ing  agents  throughout  the 
country. 

The  system  enables  agents 
to  trade  cargo  consignments 
through  every  stage  of  their 
journey,  from  point  of  origin 
to  Anal  destination,  with  Cus- 
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AKX  2962 


The  world's 
largest 
specialist 
cargo  airline! 


HeavyLift-VolgaDnepr  puts  together  in  one 
airline  the  quality  and  experience  of  the  long- 
established  leader  in  outsixed  air  cargo 
movements  and  the  formidable  capacity  of  the 
Antonov  AN  124  Ruslan.  With  a  combined 
specialist  freighter  fleet  including  Belfests, 
Hercules  and  Boeing  707,  JL76  and  Antonov 
AN  12  aircraft,  the  Heavy  Lift  VolgaDnepr 
name  and  number  is  the  one  to  recall  - 
over  arid  over  again! 

For  fhrtherinjqrmation  about  the  specialist 
airline  call  the  Commercial  Department. 


HeatyJJfrVoJgaDiMpr  limited 
LondooSansled  Airport.  TeL  44  (0)1279  680611 
North  America,  Td:(800)  231 633ftor(81fi)  753  3337 
7  Far  East,  Teli  Singapore  4 83  0663 
"  '  Ulyanovsk,  Tel:  ?({W 22)201497 
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toms  procedures  and  docu¬ 
mentation  handled  auto¬ 
matically. 

The  faculties  and  space  at 
Stansted  encourage  outride 
shippers  to  use  it  Last  week,  a 
consignment  of  classic  cars, 
including  Rolls-Royces  and 
Ferraris.  was  awaiting  collec¬ 
tion  in  the  Servisair  shed, 
having  arrived  by  sea  at 


Felixstowe  from  the  United 
States.  “They  gave  us  some¬ 
thing  new  to  admire.”  said 
Fred  Cracknel!.  Servisairis 
cargo  coordinator.  “But  there 
was  no  way  we  could  have 
stored  them  before  Christmas; 
the  shed  was  full  of  hundreds 
of  tonnes  of  grapes,  other 
foods,  clothes  and  flowers 
heading  for  the  shops.” 


High  street 
shopping 
at  your  local 
.  airport 

Passengers  waiting  in  the 
departure  lounge  at 
Stansted  can  while  away 
the  time  with  their  own  mini- 
lottery  at  the  Pearl  House 
kiosk.  For  £9.99  they  can  buy 
an  oyster  which  is  guaranteed 
to  contain  a  pearl.  David 
Churchill  writes.  It  could  be 
worth  £10  or  maybe  £78, 
depending  on  the  size  of  the 
pearl.  The  pearls  can  be 
immediately  mounted  on  a 
brooch  or  a  necklace.  This  is  a 
novel  addition  to  the  growing 
range  of  retail  shops,  coffee 
shops  and  restaurants  avail¬ 
able  to  Travellers  an  both  sides 
of  passport  control. 

Clive  CranweU.  retail  opera¬ 
tions  manager,  says:  “We  are 
well  cm  our  way  to  establish¬ 
ing  a  top  retail  centre  here.” 
His  enthusiasm  is  not  surpris¬ 
ing  since  the  airport  receives 
just  under  half  its  total  reve¬ 
nue  from  retailing  outlets. 
Those  using  Stansted  spend 
more  per  head  than  at  Heath¬ 
row,  Gatwick  or  any  other 
airport  operated  by  BAA 
Local  people  and  airport 
staff  can  also  make  use  of 
seven  shops  in  the  check-in 
area.  A  store  is  also  bong 


Buying  magazines  and  books  —  an  important  part  of  Stansted’s  check-in  area 


added  which  will  to  enable 
arrivals  passengers  to  stock  up 
on  groceries  before  returning 
home. 

The  restaurant  in  the  depar¬ 
ture  lounge  is  being  redevel¬ 
oped  and  there  are  ideas  for  a 
pub  and  an  additional  coffee 
shop  there. 

The  biggest  change  has  been 
a  £250,000  revamp  of  the  duty 


free  shop.  Malt  whisky,  gin 
and  vodka  sell  at  up  to  50  per 
cent  off  manufacturer’s  recom¬ 
mended  prices,  with  perfumes 
up  to  30  per  cent  cheaper.  The 
Historical  Research  Centre 
provides  waiting  passengers 
with  the  chance  to  buy  a  com¬ 
puter-generated  coat  of  arms 
which  can  be  framed  an  the 
spot. 


All  Stansted’s  retail  outlets 
are  covered  by  the  BAA  guar¬ 
antee.  which  promises  a  full 
refund  from  anywhere  in  the 
world  if  a  passenger  is  not 
satisfied  with  any  product 
bought  from  an  airport  shop. 
Children  are  not  forgotten. 
Entertainment  centres,  called 
Funbase,  offer  electronic  and 
video  games. 


Everything  an 
airline  would 
expect  from  a 
London  airport 


Except  congestion. 


>id  stacking 


■  Direct  access  by  express  train  to  and  from  the  heart  of 
die  City  B  Direct 
access  to  the  UK 
motorway 
network  B  Slots 
to  land  or  takeoff 
to  suit  your 

schedule  B  Congestion  free  - 
no  stacking,  no  holding  B  No  wasted 
time,  no  wasted  fuel  -  stay  within 
operational  budget  B  Rapidly  developing 
network  of  interline  services  in  Britain  and  Europe 
B  Room  for  development  well  into  the  21st  century. 


All  this  might  sound  too  good  to  be  true  but  the  rapid 
growth  of  passenger  and  cargo  operations  from  London 
Stansted  is  proof  enough  of  the  everyday  reality  of 
our  claim. 

To  find  out  more  about  our 
congestion  free 
u  facilities  for 


irr.t 


j’rmssett-riOts  -  .77., 


No  passenger  cro^lflow. 
the  terminal  iy 
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airlines,  aircraft, 
passengers  and 
cargo  fax  die 
Marketing 
Department  on 
01279  662932. 
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,  Enterprise  House.  Stansted  Airport.  Essex  CM 24  1QW 
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Law  Report  January  18 1996  Court  of  Appeal 


Automatic  directions  timetable  prevails  over  that  in  form 


Williams  v  Globe  Coaches  and 
Another 

Darby  v  Ginsters  Cornish  Pasties 
Ltd 

Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham,  Lord 
Justice  Waite  and  Lord  Justice  Onon 
( Judgment  December  18} 

The  timetable  for  the  operation  of  the 
automatic  directions  prescribed  by 
Order  17,  rule  11  of  the  County  Court 
Rules  (SI  1081  No  lb87  (L20)).  as 
substituted  by  rule  M  nf  the  County 
Court  (Amendment  No  3)  Rules  (St  1990 
No  17b4  (L17))  prevailed  over  any 
different  timetable  indicated  on  Form 
N450  by  the  county  court  when  acting  in 
its  administrative  capacity  and  sending 
that  form  to  the  parties. 

Where,  however,  a  plaintiff  had  been 
misled  by  reliance  on  the  timetable 
indicated  on  the  form  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  had  not  requested  a  hearing 
date  within  the  period  specified  by  the 
rules  as  he  would  otherwise  have  done 
so  that  his  action  had  been  automati¬ 
cally  struck  out  under  Order  17,  rule 
IIP),  the  court  would  ordinarily  accede 
to  his  application  for  reinstatement 
without  requiring  him  to  satisfy  the 
exacting  conditions  specified  in  the 
different  situation  where  a  plaintiff, 
having  failed  to  comply  with  a  date 
prescribed  by  the  rules,  was  at  mercy. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held: 

I if  allowing  an  appeal  by  the  plaintiff. 


Susan  Williams,  from  Judge  Michael 
Burr,  at  Cardiff  County  Court,  who  had 
held  that  her  action  claiming  damage s 
for  personal  injuries  against  Globe 
Coaches  and  Peter  Evans  had  been 
automatically  struck  out  under  Order  17. 
rule  11(9)  on  June  5. 1994  and  should  not 
be  reinstated;  ami 

fli)  allowing  an  appeal  by  the  plaintiff. 
Julia  Darby,  from  Judge  Wigmore.  at 
Plymouth  County  Court,  who  had 
affirmed  an  order  of  the  district  judge 
declaring  that  her  action  churning 
damages  for  personal  injuries  against 
Ginsters  Cornish  Pasties  Lid  had  been 
automatically  struck  out  under  Order  17. 
rule  N(9)  on  September  6. 1994  and  that 
her  request  made  by  letter  of  September 
22. 1994.  for  a  hearing  dale  was  out  of 
rime  and  had  dismissal  her  application 
Tor  an  extension  of  time  for  setting  down 
the  action. 

First  action:  Mr  Edwin  Glasgow.  QC 
and  Mr  Ian  Bullock  for  the  plaintiff:  Mr 
James  Bell  for  the  defendants. 

Second  action:  Mr  Edwin  Glasgow. 
QC  and  Mr  Adam  Chippirtdall  for  the 
plaintiff:  Mr  John  Royce.  QC  and  Mr 
Richard  Stead  for  the  defendants. 

THE  MASTER OFTHE  ROLLS  said 
that  under  Order  17.  rule  11(3)  the 
automatic  timetable  ran  from  die  date 
on  which  pleadings  were  deemed  to  be 
dosed.  That  dale,  defined  in  rule  11(11). 
was  ]4  days  after  delivery  of  a  defence  in 


accordance  with  Order  9.  role  Z  or. 
where  a  counterclaim  was  served  with 
the  defence.  38  days  after  delivery  of  the 
defence. 

That  date  the  trigger  date,  was  of 
fundamental  importance  since  it  trig¬ 
gered  the  operation  of  the  timetable,  ff 
no  request  was  made  to  the  proper 
officer  to  fix  a  hearing  day  within  13 
months  of  the  trigger  date,  the  action 
was  to  be  automatically  struck,  out  under 
rale  tin.  The  15- month  date,  the 
guillotine  date,  in  the  absence  of  any 
Other  order  by  the  court  was  the  date  an 
which  the  guillotine  feD. 

His  Lordship  referred  to  County 
Court  Form  N450  (see  77ie  County 
Court  Practice  WS  p20!4J  entitled 
“Notice  that  automatic  directions  apply" 
which  was  sent  by  the  county  court  to  the 
parties  after  delivery  of  the  defence  and 
gave  guidance  on  the  steps  to  be 
complied,  with  under  the  automatic 
directions. 

In  particular,  the  form  provided  for 
the  insertion  of  a  date  and  slated  that  the 
automatic  directions  timetable  began  14 
days  after  the  date  so  inserted  or  28  days 
thereafter  if  a  counterclaim  was  Bled 
with  the  defence. 

The  form  had  been  approved  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  or  his  department,  but 
was  not  prescribed  since  no  county  court 
rule  required  such  a  notice  to  be  served 
.  nor  specified  its  contents, 

Its  object  was.  however,  reasonably 


plain:  to  alert  recipients  to  the  timetable, 
to  remind  them  of  the  effect  of  Order  17, 
rule  11.  to  encourage  compliance  with 
the  automatic  directions  regime  and  to 
alert  them  to  die  sanction  if  no  hearing 
date  was  requested  within  the  time  Urob- 

The  form  was  son  routinely  from 
county  courts  to  litigants  without  any 
judicial  intervention  or  derision.  In  such 
cases  the  sending  of  the  form  did  rex 
'involve  any  exercise  of  the  court's 
jurisdiction  by  a  judge  or  a  district 
judge.  It  was  merely  an  administrative 
act.  in  each  case  here  there  was  a  dear 
finding  by  the  judge  that  the  form  had 
been  despatched  in  that  way. 

Accordingly  there  could  not  be  said  to 
be  any  giving  of  directions  by  the  court 
under  Order  17,  rule  ll(2)(b)  or  any 
different  directions  or  orders  under  rule 
H(4).  . 

His  Lordship  referred  to  the  first  case, 
m  which  proceedings  had  been  issued  in 
Reading  County  Court  in  January  1993. 
After  delivery  of  ihe  defences  the  county 
court,  on  February  19.  issued  [form 
N450.  inserting  that  date  and  giving  the 
impression  that  the  trigger  date  was  14 
days  thereafter,  and  June  5.  1994  the 
guillotine  date. 

After  the  proceedings  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Cardiff  County  Court  that  court 
on  October  6  issued  a  further  Form 
N450  specifying  that  dale.  Under  that 
form,  the  trigger  date  would  have  been 
14  days  thereafter  and  the  guillotine  date 


15  months  later.  On  September  2Z 1994, 
after  the  guflloaae  date  calculated  by 
reference  to  the  first  Form  N45D  but 
before  that  calculated  by  reference  to  the 
second  form,  the  defendants  took  the 
point  that  the  action  had  been  automati¬ 
cally  strode  ouL 

On  the  plaintiff’s  application  for  a- 
declaration  dot  the  action  had  not  been  ■ 
struck  out.  alternatively  for  its  reinstate¬ 
ment,  the  judge  accepted  the  evidence  of 
the  legal  executive  who. handled  the 
matter  that  she  Jtad  relied  oh  the 
timetable  to  be  derived  hum  the  second 
form  and  had  accordingly  beat  misled. 

The  questions  therefore  were: 

(1)  When,  undo-  the  rules,  was  the 
action  automatically  struck  out? 

If  it  had  been  struck  out  before  tire 
second  guillotine  date,  on  what  terras  if 
any  should  it  be  reinstated?  . 

The' answer  his  Lordship  would  give 
to  question  (1)  was  that  where  the 
sending  out  of  the  form  involved  no 
exerciic  of  judicial  discretion  at  aB  it 
could  not  vary  the  mandatory  effect  of 
the  rule.  Order  17.  rule  11.  as  was  dear, 
set  our  a  timetable  with  a  draconian’ 
sanction  if  die  requirement  as  to  a 
request  for  a  hearing  date  was  not 
complied  with. 

The  mere  rending  out  by  the  court  of  a 
form  not  itself  prescribed  and  without 
any  judicial  intention  to  vary  the 
time  table  could  not  have  that  effect  The 
date  on  which  automatic  strike  out 


’  occurred  was  deariy  sperified  in  rule 
11$.  and  in  the  present  dreumstances 
Rann  N45D  cuuld  not  alter  it 
■  In  answering  question  i2J  his  tawd- 
ghip  ffnph^cicud  mar  the  present  situa¬ 
tion  was  entirely  different  from  dial 
which  the.  court  had  attempted  to 
regulate  in  /tastin'*  British  Steel  pic 
(p994J  r  WLR  73$.  -  . 

There  the .  plaintiff,  or  his  advisers, 
had  failed  to  comply  with  the  dale 
prescribed,  hy  the rules-  and  was  there¬ 
fore  at  mer^.  The  court  had  thought  it 
right  to' impose  a  tea  of  zanstamnent 
which  would  in  targe  measure  give  effect ' 
to  the  intention  underlying  die  roles. 

Here  the  situation  was  different  a 
.  pbuntiff  had  Bent  misterfby  a  document 
received  titan  tee  comity  court  into 
bdievmg  that  the  tnneo&te  ran  from  a 
later  date  than  it  m  her  did.  and  as  a 
result  had  faffed  to  request  a  hearing 
date  which  he  would  otherwise  have 
done.  . 

That  was  not  3  situation  which  the 
court  had  had  in  mind  in  Rostin,  it  was 
altogether  different  zinddffiereui  exmsid- 
eratiflns'of  fairness  had  to  bfe.  taken  into 
account,  '  - 

it  would  be- unfair' if  a  plaintiff  who 
had  fallen  foul  of  tire  rates  as  a  result  of 
.  relying  on  an.  apparently  char  and 
unequivocal  document  sen  by  die 
county  court  Itself  was  te  be  obliged  to 
satisfy  the  exacting  conditions  of 
rebistatementspedfied  in  Rostin. 


■  aoxntiingly  in  the  ordinary  way  and 
m  teeateence  of  special 
the  court  should  be  willing  to  translate 
the  action,  although  n  was  03 
emphasised  teal  it  was  an  *■“[ 
condition  of  reinstatement  teal  tee 
..  -  oiviirAifv  hpai  misled- 


pitUIiUU  IJ«*  -  _ , 

Turning  ®  ^  “TZ 

inas  had  been  issued  on  Apnl  6.  K0 
andadefence delivered  on  or  about  May 
24.  Accordingly  the  trigger  date  was 
June  7,  1993  and  the  guiDoone  date 
September  7. 1994. 

The  date  specified  on  Form  N450  was 
June  9, 1993  from  which  June  23  would 
be  derived  as  the  trigger  date  amd 
September  23,  1994  as  tee  guillotine 
date  Between  the  two  guillotine  date 
application  had  been  made  fo  extend 
time.  ’ 

It  accordingly  followed  from  the 
decision  in  the  first  case  that  tee 
timetable  prescribed  by  the  ™1« had 
remained  m  effect  but  tear  m  all  the 
circumstances  it  would  be  appropriate 
to  reinstate  the  action. 

The  appeals  would  therefore  be 
allowed  and  the  actions  reinstated. 

Lord  Justice  Waite  and  Lord  Justice 
.Otton  agreed. 

Solid  tors:  Lyons  Davidson.  Bristol: 
Cole  &  Cole.  Reading. 

Blight  Broad  &  Skinnard.  Saltash; 
Cartwrights,  BristoL 


County  court  actions  struck  out  by  passage  of  time  under  new  rule 


Gardner  v  Southwark 
London  Borough  Council 
King  v  Cast  Cambridgeshire 
District  Council  and  Another 
Thompson  v  Wickens  Build¬ 
ing  Group  Ltd 

Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Waite 
and  Lord  Justice  Onon 
(Judgment  December  I8| 

Order  17.  rule  11(9)  of  the  County 
Court  Rules  1981.  as  substituted, 
providing  for  the  automatic  strik¬ 
ing  out  of  an  action  for  failure  to 
request  a  hearing  date  within  the 
period  specified  by  the  rules  was 
not  analogous  to  a  peremptory 
order  of  the  court  nor  was  a 
plaintiff  who  had  foiled  to  comply 
with  the  automatic  directions  so  as 
to  suffer  automatic  strike  out  to  be 
treated  as  though  he  were  guilty  of 
contumacious  disobedience  to  a 
court  order. 

Where,  therefore,  a  plaintiffs 
action  was  automatically  struck 
out  by  operation  of  that  role,  his 
commencement  of  a  fresh  action 
claiming  the  same  relief  against 
the  same  defendants  within  the 
limitation  period  did  not  amount 
to  an  abuse  of  the  court's  process. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held; 

(1)  allowing  an  appeal  by  the 
plaintiff.  Charles  Gardner,  from 
Judge  Cox.  at  Lambeth  County 
Court  who  had  struck  out  his 
action  against  the  defendants.  ■ 
Southwark  London  Borough 
Council  and  Walter  Lawrence 
Management  Ltd-  for  damages  for 
negligence  and/or  breach  of  statu¬ 
tory  duty  as  an  abuse  of  the  court's 
process: 

(Li)  allowing  an  appeal  by  the 
plaintiff.  Patricia  King,  from  Judge 
Simpson,  at  the  Mayor's  and  City 
of  London  County  Court,  who  had 
struck  out  her  personal  injuries 
action  against  the  defendants.  East 
Cambridgeshire  District  Council 
and  Flanders  Brothers  Ltd.  .as  an 
abuse  of  the  court's  process; 

(iii)  granting  leave  to  appeal  and 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  plaintiff, 
Pamela  Thompson,  executrix  of 
the  estate  of  the  late  Allan  Thomp¬ 
son.  from  Mr  Assistant  Recorder 
Everail,  QC,  at  Southampton 
County  COurt,  who  had  struck  out 
an  action  commenced  within  the 
limitation  period  for  damages  for 
personal  injuries  against  the 
defendants.  Wickens  Building 
Group  Ltd.  as  an  abuse  of  the 
court's  process. 

In  each  case,  following  the 
automatic  strike  out  of  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  aaiem  under  Order  17,  rule 
11(9).  a  second  action,  claiming  the 
same  relief  against  the  same 
defendants  had  been  commenced 
within  Ihe  limitation  period. 

Fust  action:  Mr  Walter  Aylen. 
QC  and  Mr  Alan  Smith  for  the 
plaintiff:  Mr  Victor  Levene  fur  the 
defendants. 

Second  action;  Mr  Guy  Mans¬ 
field,  QC  and  Mr  David  Westcoo. 
neither  of  whom  appeared,  for  the 
plaintiff:  Mr  Andrew  Miller  for  the 
first  defendants. 

Third  action:  Mr  Guy  Mans¬ 
field.  QC  and  Mr  David  We,tcutt 
for  the  plaintiff:  Mr  Dermod 
O'Brien,  QC  and  Mr  Martin 
Porter  for  the  defendants. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WAITE  re¬ 
ferred.  in  the  first  case,  to  Mr 
Aylen 's  submission  that  the  anal¬ 
ogy  drawn  between  failure  to 
amply  with  the  automatic  direc¬ 
tions  and  disobedience  ro  a 
peremptory  order  uf  the  court  was 
false:  the  two  were  not  comparable 
and  that,  although  the  court  al¬ 
ways  retained  a  discretion  10 
restrain  a  second  action  on  tee 
ground  of  abuse,  that  was  a 
sanction  reserved  for  exceptional 
cases. 

By  contrast  Mr  Lcvcne  had 
argued  that  the  automatic  direc¬ 
tion**  machinery  introduced  b> 
Order  IT.  rule  11  was  a  novelty  in 
English  jurisprudence-  and  had 

hem  heralded  as  a  measure  in¬ 
troduced  with  a  view  to  stopping 
the  scandal  of  delay:  that  therefore 
it  should  be  given  at  every  opportu¬ 
nity  the  teeth  it  was  intended  to 
have. 

He  had  urged  that  m  allow 
opportunity  fur  bringing  the  sec¬ 
ond  action  would  be  seriously  to 
undermine  tec  severity  of  what 
was  intended  to  be  a  stem 
measure. 

His  lordship  preferred  Mr 
Aylen's  submission.  No  con¬ 
tumely.  no  contumacious  conduct 
and  no  contempt  or  defiance  of  the 
court's  orders  was  involved  in  tee 
process  of  suffering  an  automatic 
struck  out  of  proceedings.  The 
drouttstances  might  shew/  dila¬ 
toriness  or  lack  of  excuse  such  as  to 
disqualify  a  plaintiff  from  haring 
the  action  reinstated  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  approved  in  Rostin  v  British 
Steel  pic  GlQ94{  i  IVLR  732) 

But  that  was  a  long  way  from 
sayiqg  that  such  a  shortcoming 


amounted  to  disobedience  or  defi¬ 
ance  such  as  occurred  in  failure  to 
comply  with  an  unless  order. 

In  the  former  case  the  mere 
match  of  time  'past  the  milestones 
set  in  the  automatic  directions 
programme  had  deprived  tee 
plaintiff  of  his  action. 

In  tee  latter  case  the  court  made 
an  order  specifically  addressed  to 
the  plaintiff,  demanding  perfor¬ 
mance  of  a  step  which,  if  dis¬ 
obeyed.  amounted  to  a  contempt  of 
court  and  became  the  subject  of  the 
punitive  sanction  of  dismissal  of 
the  suit. 

The  discretion  to  strike  out  for 
abuse  was  nevpr  excluded,  and,  as 
Mr  Aylen  had  submitted,  was 
retained  to  deal  with  exceptional 
circumstances. 

Haring  reached  teal  conclusion 
the  same  result  followed  in  the 
second  and  third  cases. 

Lord  Justice  Otton  agreed. 

THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS,  agreeing,  said  dial  if  a 
plaintiff,  whose  first  action  had 
been  automatically  struck  Out 
under  Order  17.  rule  11(9).  was 
subject  to  a  costs  order  and 
brought  a  second  action  within  die 
limitation  period,  it  was  open  to 
the  defendant  to  seek  an  order 
staying  the  second  action  until  the 
costs  of  tee  first  action  had  been 
met. 

;  That  was  not  a  ground  on  which 
the  plaintiff  could  be  precluded 
from  bringing  tee  second  action, 
but  it  might  afford  grounds  for 
restraining  him  from  pursuing  it 
until  he  had  paid  his  debts. 

Solicitors:  Gordon  Doctors  & 
Walton.  Walworth;  Woolsey  Mor¬ 
ris  &  Kennedy,  Sidcup  and 
Greenwoods. 

Russell  Jones  &  Walker.  Prettys. 
Ipswich. 

Lamport  &  Bass  in.  Southamp¬ 
ton;  C.  A  Norris,  Ringwood. 

Meaning  of 
‘deliver* 

Ugbtfoot  v  National  West¬ 
minster  Bank  pk 
Roberts  v  British  Telecom¬ 
munications  pk 
Roberts  v  Hollins 

Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Waite 
and  Lord  Justice  Otton 
(Judgment  December  19) 

The  word  "deliver'’  bore  the  same 
meaning  in  Order  9.  rule  2(6)  and 
Order  17,  rule  11(H)  of  the  Cbunty 
Court  Rules  1991.  and  signified  the 
lodging  by  tee  defendant  (ff  his 
defence  with  the  court. 

It  was  10  be  contrasted  with  tee 
use  of  tee  word  “send"  in  Order  9. 
rule  2(7).  relating  10  the  obligation 
of  the  proper  officer  of  tee  court  to 
send  on  a  copy  of  the  defence  on  to 
the  plaintiff. 

Accordingly,  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  automatic  directions 
timetable  was  10  be  calculated  by 
reference  to  the  defendant's  deliv¬ 
ery  of  tee  defence  to  tee  aurt.  and 
not  by  reference  a  two-stage  pro¬ 
cess.  perfected  -Mien  tee  proper 
officer  of  the  court  fulfilled  his 
obligation. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held: 

(II  granting  leave  to  appeal  and 
allowing  tee  appeal  by  the  defen¬ 
dant  National  Westminster  Bank 
pic.  from  Judge  Simpson,  at  tee 
Mayor’s  and  City  of  London 
County  Court,  who  had  held  that 
the  action  by  the  plamriff.  Pauline 
Ughtfoot.  had  not  been  struck  out: 

(til  allowing  an  appeal  by  tee 
defendant,  British  Telecommuni¬ 
cations  pic  from  Judge  Simpson, 
at  the  Mayor's  and  City  of  London 
County  Court,  who  had  affirmed 
the  district  judge's  order  dismiss¬ 
ing  the  defendant’s  application  for 
an  order  that  the  action  brought  by 
the  plaintiff.  Helen  Roberts,  had 
been  automatically  struck  out 
under  Order  17.  rule  11(9): 

(tii)  allowing  an  appeal  by  the 
defendant.  Mr  H.  T.  Holfins  from 
Judge  Fish,  at  Manchester  County 
Court,  who  had  allowed  an  appeal 
by  the  plaintiff,  Trevor  Roberts, 
from  the  district  judge  who  had 
held  lha;  the  plaintiffs  personal 
injury  action,  haring  been  auto¬ 
matically  struck  cm!,  should  not  be 
reinstated:  and 

in  each  case  the  judge  had  hdd 
teat  since  a  defence  was  only 
"delivered"  in  accordance  with 
Order  9.  rule  2  where  it  was  both 
"delivered"  to  the  county  court  and 
“sent"  on  by  ihe  proper  officer  of 
the  court  to  the  plaintiff,  the 
timetable  for  the  operation  of  the  - 
automatic  directions  did  noi  com¬ 
mence  where  the  proper  officer 
had  failed  to  perform  that  duly, 
and  accordingly  the  plaintiffs 
action  rod  not  been  automatically 
struck  out  under  Order  17.  rule 
1119)  despite  the  expiry  of  the  IS- 
month  time  limit. 

First  action:  Mr  Timothy  Eridcn 


for  the  defendant;  Mr  Benei 
Hytner.  QC  and  Miss  F.  Newbery 
for  the  plaintiff. 

Second  action:  Mr  Timothy 
Sooa,  QC  and  Mr  Rupert  Buffer 
for  the  defendants;  Mr  Benet 
Hytner,  QC  and  Mr  Neil  Vickery 
for  the  plaintiff 

Third  action:  Mr  Charles 
Chrusrtz,  QC  and  Mr  Michael 
Rzwlinson  for  the  defendant:  Mr 
Benet  Hytner.  QC  and  Mr  J.  J. 
Rowley  for  the  plaintiff. 

LORD  JUSTICE  OTTON  said 
that  the  word  "delivery"  was  used 
frequently  and  consistently  in 
Order  9.  rule  2  to  signify  the 
defendant  lodging  a  document 
with  the  court.  By  contrast  tee 
proper  officer  was  ro  "send"  a  copy 
of  the  defence  to  the  plaintiff. 

Thus  where  Order  17.  rule 
H(H)(a)  referred  to  "delivery"  it 
was  to  be  construed  in  the  same 
way.  The  basic  principle  of 
construction  applied  that  the  same 
word  should  be  given  tee  same 
meaning  throughout. 

“Delivery"  always  referred  to  the 
defendant  and  envisaged  him 
lodging  the  document  with  the 
court.  There  was  not  a  two-stage 
process  which  was  perfected  by 
sending  the  defence  to  the  plaintiff. 

The  timetable  for  the  automatic 
directions  regime  was  therefore 
begun  by  reference  to  the  date  of 
delivery  of  the  defence  by  the 
defendant  to  the  court.  To  hdd 
otherwise  would  create  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  anomaly. 

His  Lordship  emphasised  that 
in  the  present  cases  no  injustice 
arose  as  a  result  of  his  construc¬ 
tion.  since  the  plaintiffs  had  re¬ 
ceived  copies  of  die  defences  albeit 
from  tee  defendants'  solicitors  and 
nor  from  the  proper  officer  of  the 
county  court  and  accordingly  were 
aware  that  the  timetable  was  in 
operation  and  of  their  rights  and 
obligations. 

Lord  Justice  Waite  agreed. 

THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS,  agreeing,  said  that  from 
the  evidence  it  appeared  that  it  was 
the  practice  of  some  county  courts 
not  to  send  a  copy  of  the  defence  to 
the  plaintiff  where  the  defendant 
delivered  the  defence  to  the  court 
stating  that  he  had  sent  a  copy  to 
the  plaintiff. 

While  (hat  might  be  a  sensible, 
convenient  and  economical  prac¬ 
tice  it  was  plainly  contrary  to 
Order  9.  rule  2(7)  which  imposed 
on  the  proper  officer  a  dear 
mandatory  duty  ,  which  he  was  not 
at  liberty  fo  neglect,  to  send  a  copy 
to  the  plainnff. 

While  the  rule  stood  in  its 
present  form  it  was  clear  that 
county  courts  should,  on  receipt  of 
the  defence,  send  a  copy  to  the 
ptamu/f. 

It  was  difficult  to  envisage  a 
situation  where  a  plaintiff  could 
show  that  he  had  been  genuinely 
prejudiced  by  the  county  court's 
failure  m  perform  its  duty  under 
Order  9.  rule  2(7). 

However,  if  he  were  able  to  show- 
char  such  failure  had  caused  him 
real  prejudice  by  his  action  being 
struck  out  in  circumstances  where 
it  would  not  otherwise  have  hewt. 
the  court's  powers  were  .sufficiently 
ample  to  enable  any  genuine 
injustice  to  he  remedied. 

Solicitors:  Cole  &  Cole.  Reading: 
Pannone  8  Partners.  Manchester. 

Mr  Alan  Wfricfirid:  P&rtinson  5 
Brewer.  Chatham. 

Liddell  Zurbruga,  Manchester. 
Betesh  Partnership.  Manchester. 

Hearing  date 
request  implied 

Carr  v  Northern  Clubs  Fed¬ 
eration  Brewery  lid 

Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  RofL«.  Lund  Justice  Wait* 
and  Lord  Justice  Otton 
[Judgment  December  20J 
Where  a  county  court  plainnff. 
before  the  expiry  of  the  [3-monte 
guillotine  period,  applied  to  the 
eourt  for  an  extension  of  time,  :t 
was  to  be  inferred  that  his  applica¬ 
tion  implied,  as  an  alternative,  a 
request  for  3  hearing  date,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  sanction  nf  automatic 
strikeout  under  Order  17,  rule  Ili9; 
of  the  County  Crain  Rules  I9K; 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  hdd. 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  plaintiff. 
Reginald  Gut.  from  Judge 
Crawford.  QC.  at  Newcastle  upen 
Tyne  County  Cnun.  who  had 
affirmed  tee  decision  of  the  deputy 
district  judge  tear  the  plaintiff's 
action  claiming  damages  for  per¬ 
sonal  injuries  against  the  defen¬ 
dant,  Northern  Clubs  Federation 
Brewery  Ltd.  had  been  auKanafi- 
calfy  struck  out  and  should  not  be 
reinstated. 

The  plaintiff  had  begun  proceed¬ 
ings  on  January  V).  1W3.  the 
defence  being  delhdted  on  Feb¬ 


ruary  16,  tee  trigger  date  was 
accordingly  March  3.  and  the 
guillotine  dare.  June  3, 1994.  when 
the  action  had  been  automatically ' 
struck  out. 

Mr  D.  J.  B.  Trotter  for  the 
plaintiff  Mr  Timothy  Briden  for 
the  defendants 

LORD  JUSTICE  WATTE  said 
that  the  plaintiff's  advisers  had  not 
been  unmindful  of  the  pendency  or 
the  guOlotme  date.  In  an  en¬ 
deavour  to  avoid  its  consequences 
they  had  issued  an  application  far 
an  extension  of  time  two  days 
before  the  guillotine  date; 

On  the  hearing,  which  took 
place  after  tee  guillotine  dale,  the 
parties  had  agreed  to  treat  the 
application  as  one  for  reinstate¬ 
ment.  That  application  had  been 
dismissed  on  the  principles  enun¬ 
ciated  in  Rostin  v  British  Steel  pic 
([(9941 1  WLR  732). 

However  since  then  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  Ferreira  v  American 
Embassy  Employees  Association 
(The  Times  June  30. 199S)  had  hdd 
that  an  application  for  an  exten¬ 
sion  made  10  avoid  automatic 
strike  out  was  to  be  treated  as 
necessarily  implying  an  alter¬ 
native  application  for  die  fixing  of 
a  hearing  day. 

From  thai  authorin',  which  was 
landing  on  the  present  ooun.it  was 
dear  tear  tee  plaintiffs  appeal  had 
to  succeed. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  and 
Lord  Justice  Otton  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Matrons.  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne;  Mr  8.  K.  J.  Lewis. 
Manchester. 

Oversight  is 
no  excuse 

Hackwdl  v  Bloc  Arrow  pic 
(trading  as  Extra  Staff)  and 
Another 

Before  St  Thomas  Bingham.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  tee  Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Waite 
and  Lord  Justice  Otton 
pudgxnent  December  20| 

Total  oversight  by  a  plaintiffs 
advisers  to  appreciate  tee  effect  of 
Order  17.  rule  11(9)  of  the  County 
Court  Rales  I9S1  afforded  die 
plaintiff  no  excuse  on  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  reinstatement  following 
the  automatic  strike  out  of  his 
action 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  hdd 
dismissing  on  appeal  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  Stephen  HadiweU.  from  Judge 
Walker,  at  Bow  County  Court, 
who.  setting  aside  tbe  district 
judge's  order,  allowed  an  appeal  of 
'tee  second  defendant.  Carlton 
Interiors  Ltd.  dedaring  that  the 
plaintiffs  claim  had  been  auto¬ 
matically  struck  out  under  Order 
17.  rule  11(9)  and  refusing  (a 
reinstate  the  action. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  allowed  an 
appeal  by  the  first  defendant.  Blue 
Arrow  pk:  (trading  as  Extra  Staff, 
from  tee  judge’s  order  refusing 
leave  to  appeal  out  of  time  from  tee 
district  judge’s  order  and  directed 
teat  tee  action  be.  struck  out 
ogams:  the  first  defendant  as 
against  tee  second  defendant. 

Mr  Peter  Dolman  for  tee  plain¬ 
tiff;  Mr  Toby  Hooper  for  the 
second  defendant;  Mr  John 
Rsddifriwgh.  who  did  not  appear 
below,  for  the  first  defendant. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WaJTE  said 
that  the  plaintiff  had  issued 
proceedings  against  the  first  and 
second  defendants  on  June  5. 1992. 
defences  being  delivered  on  July  2 

and  !0. 

Taking  the  later  date,  tbe  trigger 
dare  was  July  24.  and  thegaUkaine 
date.  October  24. 1993.  The  limita¬ 
tion  period  expired  on  March  2L 
J99?  and  since  no  request  was 
mace  for  a  hearing  day  the 

gidifosne  fell. 

On  the  question  of  reinstatement 
the  judge,  applying  the  threshold 
ccmdicons  Li  Rostin  v  British  Steel 
pi:  1994»  i  WLR  732.  740G-H). 
found  tear  the  plaintiffs  advisers 
had  exercised  reasonable  dili¬ 
gence.  but  that  failure  to  request  a 
tearing  date,  entirely  due  to  over- 
sigh!,  was  not  excusable. 

The  juds*  had  amducM  that 
such  oversight  was  not  to  be 
excused  by  the  plaintiff's  sufidturs' 
pre-oeupaiion  with  pressing  mai¬ 
lers  such  as  the  need  to  obtain  legal 
aid  to  pursue  tee  action. 

Nor  had  he  regarded  the  fan 
that  tee  defendants  were  vulner¬ 
able  to  criticism  fur  delay  as 
relevant  to  tee  que>rion  of  excuse. 

Nor  was  he  impressed  by  the 
affidavit  evidence  fifed  on  the 
plaintiff's  behalf  that  tite  solicitor* 
representative  had  believed  sub¬ 
sequent  amendment  nf  deforces 
postponed  the  dose  of  pleadings 
dafe  for  tee  purposes  trf  tee 
automate  directions. 

His  Lordship  rejected,  as  wholly 
untenable  both  on  authority  and  in 
fogi=-  Mr  Ltadnuurt  submixftn 


that  the  judge  had  addressed  the 
threshold  conditions  in  the  wrong 
order  and  should  have  considered 
excusability  first 
-  Any  court  approaching  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  accuse  would  do  so  as 
dispassionately  and  fairly  as  pos¬ 
sible  after,  but  not  before,  the  mind 
of  the  judge  had  been  directed  to 
tire  overview  of  the  case  afforded 
by  consideration  of  issues  of 
reasonable  diligence:  see  Hoskins  v 
Wiggins  Teape  (UK)  Lid  Q1994] 
P1QR  P377). 

There  was  no  ground  on  which 
the  court  could  interfere  with  (he 


of  fact  which  was  open  to  him.  It 
was  a  case  of  total  oversight  and 
that  afforded  no  excuse. 

The  plaintiffs  appeal  would  be 
dismissed. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  and 
Lord  Justice  Otton  agreed- 

Solicitors:  Daybells,  Stratford; 
Jarvis  &  Bannister  Kennedy*. 

Threshold  tests 
for  diligence 

ReviUc  v  Wright 
Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Waite 
and  Lord  Justice  Onon 
(Judgment  December  20j 
On  an  application  for  reinstate¬ 
ment  after  an  action  had  been 
automatically  struck  out  under 
Order  17.  rale  11(9)  of  the  County 
Court  Rules  1981  for  failure  to 
request  a  hearing  date  within  the 
prescribed  time  limits  it  was  for 
tee  plaintiff  to  satisfy  tee  court  that 
(i)  the  proceedings  had  been  con¬ 
ducted  with  at  least  reasonable 
diligence,  as  measured  by  the. 
timetable  of  the  automatic  direc¬ 
tions  regime,  and  pi)  his  failure  to 
comply  with  the  rule  was 
excusable. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  stated, 
granting  leave  to  appeal  and 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  defen¬ 
dant.  Susan  Wright  from  Judge 
Holden,  at  Slough  County  Court, 
who  had  ordered  reinstatement  of 
an  action  brought  by  the  plain  tiff 
Paul  ReviHe.  on  his  appeal  from 
the  district  judge. 

The  action  was  commenced  on 
November  25, 1992,  the  defendant 
filing  an  admission  of  liability  on 
December  2.  (992.  The  trigger  date 
was  therefore  December  16.  1992 
and  the  guillotine  date.  March  16. 
1W  by  which  time  no  hearing 
date  had  been  requested. 

Meanwhile  in  February  1993  a 
sum  had  been  paid  into  court,  but 
nor  accepted.  In  October  1994. 
foOowtng  the  defendants  applica¬ 
tion  for  payment  out  of  that  sum. 
the  plaintiff  bad  applied  for 
reinstatement. 

Mr  Matthew  Jackson  for  the 
defendant:  Mr  Gordon  ExaD  for 
the  plaintiff. 

LORD  JUSTICE  OTTON  said 
that  the  proper  approach  to  an 
application  .for  a  retrospective 
extension  of  time  under  Older  13. 
rule  4  had  been  described  in 
Rostin  v  British  Steel  pic  ((19941 1 
WLR  732).  Gardner  v  Southwark 
London  Borough  Cotutdl  (CA. 
unreported.  April  19.  1994)  and 
Hoskins  e  Wiggins  Teape  (UK)  Ltd 
((1994|  PIQR  P377). 

From  those  decisions  his  Lord- 
ship  derived  the  following 
principles: 

1  There  were  the  two  threshold 
tests:  see  Rostin  (at  p740G-H)  and 
Hoskins  (at  ppP3St-2): 

2  In  relation  to  both  tests  the  onus 
of  proof  lay  on  tee  plaintiff: 

3  The  plaintiff  had  to  satisfy  the 
court  that  the  case  had  been 
conducted  with  at  least  reasonable 
diligence. 

4  That  diligence  was  to  be  tested 
rut  hy  the  court's  approach  on 
applications  to  dismiss  for  want  of 
prosecution  but  by  the  timetables 
laid  down  by  Order  17.  rule  II: 

5  The  plaintiff  had  also  to  satisfy 
rhe  court  that  tee  failure  to  request 
a  hearing  date  within  the  time 
limit  laid  down  by  the  rules  was 
excusable. 

His  lordship  was  driven  to 
conclude  that  tee  judge  had  not 
applied  tee  governing  principles 
and  teat  his  derision  was  ir- 
recnndlabfe  with  them. 

On  the  issue  of  reasonable 
diligence  ihe  judge  had  not  ad¬ 
dressed  the  question  of  proof  hy 
the  plaintiff,  as  measured  against 
the  time  limits  expressed  in  tee 
rules. 

It  was.  however,  dear  that  nooe 
of  tee  time  deadlines  laid  down  by 
Ordcr  17.  rule  (1  had  been  com¬ 
plied  with.  None  of  the  steps 
required  to  be  taken  by  tee 
automatic  directions  had  been 
taken  before  tee  action  had  been 
struck  ouL  When  measured 

against  tee  time  limits  ptwided  by 

the  rales  tee  delay  had  been 
deplorable. 


The  list  of  documents  relating  to 
quantum  should  have  been  served 
by  January  13, 1993.  It  was  in  fact 
served  after  the  hearing  before  tbe 
judge  in  february  (995. 

The  plaintiffs  witness  state¬ 
ments  and  medical  evidence 
should  have  been  served  fay  Feb¬ 
ruary  24, 1993.  The  former  hadnot 
been  served  by  tee  date  of  tee 
hearing:  with  regard  to  tee  latter, 
further  evidence  was  obtained  in 
early  1994.  but  was  not  disclosed 
until  December  1994.  ' 

It  was  a  straightforward  case:  - 
even  the  issue  of  quantum  was 
relatively  simple  and  the  whole 
matter  should  have  been  resolved 
years  ago- 

Had  the  judge  applied  principle 
correctly  he  would  hare  beat 
bound  to  have  found  that  the 
plaintiffs  solicitors  had  failed  to 
prove  that  they  had  prosecuted  tee 
claim  with  due  diligence. 

On  the  Issue  of  excusability: 
there  was  no  accuse  and  -no 
evidence  of  an  accuse.  The  judge 
had  made  no  finding  that  there 
was  such  on  excuse. 

.His  Lordship  referred  to  the 
solidtort  frank  admission  of  his 
fault  contained  in  his  affidavit. 
Thai  had  caused  his  Lordship 
some  anxiety.  At  best  it  revealed 
oversight  of  .the .  new  automatic 
directions  regime  and  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  non-adherence  to  it. 

The  question  of  prejudice  or  of 
the  interests  of  justice  did  not  arise 
for  tee  judge's  consideration. -The 
judgment  could  not  be  sustained 
and  the  appeal  would  be  allowed. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  and 
Lord  Justice  Waite  agreed. 

.  Solicitors:  Wansbroughs  Willey 
Hargrave;  Heath  &  Buckeridgi 
Maidenhead. 

Correct  test  for 
reinstatement 

Jackson  v  Slater  Harrison 
and  Co  Ltd 

Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Waite 
and  Cord  Justice  Otton  ‘ 

(Judgment  December  20( 

On  an  application  to  reinstate  an 
action  automatically  struck  out 
under  Order  17,  rale  11(9)  of  tee 
County  Court  Rules  1981  for  failure 
to  request  a  hearing  dare,  the  court 
applied  the  threshold  tests  identi¬ 
fied  in  Rostin  v  British  Steel  pic 
fll994(  I  WLR  732). 

The  approach  adopted  an 
applications  for  dismissal  for  want 
of  prosecution  did  not  apply  so  that 
considerations  of  inexcusable  and 
inordinate  delay,  prejudice  to  the 
defendant  and  tee  balance  of 
justice  did  ms  arise.. 

The  Court  ctf  Appeal  so  hdd. 
granting  leave  to  appeal  and 
allowing  an  appeal  by  die  defen¬ 
dants.  Slater  Harrison  and  Co  ini 
from  Judge  Fawcus.  at 
Manchester  County  Cburt  who. 
reversing  the  district  judge,  had 
ruled  dot  an  action  begun  by  the 
plaintiff.  Stephen  Jackson,  claim¬ 
ing  damages  for  personal  injuries, 
had  not  been  automatically  strode 
out  under  Order  17,  rule  11(9)  but 
that,  in  the  alternative,  he  would 
extend  time  for  requesting  a  bear¬ 
ing  date  and  reinstate  the  action. 

The  plain  tiffs  persona]  injury 
action  had  been  commenced  in 
July  JQ92.  the  defendant  filing  a 
defence  cm  August  b,  and  sending  a 
copy  to  foe  plaintiffs  solicitors. 
The  action  was  struck  out  for 
failure  !o  request  a  bearing  date  on 

November  20.  (993. 

A  few  days  later,  neither  ride 
realising  that  the  action  had  ban 
struck  out  under  the  new  regime, 
(he  defendant  made  a  payment 
into  court.  On  September  20, 1994. 
ten  months  after  strife  out,  the 
plaintiff  applied  for  rdnstatemenL 
Mr  Chories  Bkxxm.  QC  and  Mr 
Philip  Grundy  for  tec  defendant 
Mr  Bene*  Hytner.  QC  and  Mr  J.  J. 
Rowley  for  the  plaintiff 

LORD  JUSTICE  OTTON  said 
that  the  principles  to  be  invoked  in 
the  present  situation  were  those  he 
had  referred  to  in  Reville  v  Wright 
(The  Times  January  IS.  1995). 

To  teat  he  would  make  one 
addendum,  by  way  of  onphasu. 
that  it  was  axiomatic  fiat  (he 
principles  in  Birketi  e  James  fliOTSi) 
AC  297)  did  not  appiy  under  die 
new  and  strict  regime  brought 
about  by  the  operation  of  Order  17.  . 
rub  II. 

The  standard  now  required  of 
the  legal  profession  had  to  be  sa 
against  teat  order  and  the  stria,  ' 
even  harsh  regime  now  in  place. 
Such  considerations  as'  mesas- 
able  or  inordinate  delay  or  prej¬ 
udice  were  not  now  to  be 
considered  when  ihe  application 
was  based  on  a  failure  to  copfbnn 
wifo  timetables  set  by  foe  rules. 

His  prdship,  accepting  Mr 


Koom’S.argument,  concluded  that 
die  judge,  although  referring  in 
particular  to  Rostin,  and  identify¬ 
ing  the  -  principles  there 
cnurucated,  had  not  applied  them 
correctly  but  had  adopted  ,  the 
Birhett  v  James  approach  as  ff  it . 
were  an  application  to  dismiss  for 
want  of  prosecution. 

In  doing  90  he  fad  fallen  into 
error  and  in  taking  into  account 
such  matters  as  prejudice  .and  the 
balance  of  justice  he  had  adopted  a ' 
reasoning  process  which  was  fun¬ 
damentally  flawed  and  sufficient 
m  itseff  to  strife  down  his  deririan. 

On  application  of  foe  Rostin 

principles  the  plaintiff  coaid  not 
prove  that  he  had  -acted  with 
reasonable  diligence:  There  had 
been  no  discovery  of  documents  in 
accordance  with  rale  ll(3)(aj,  ex¬ 
perts'  reports  and' witness  state¬ 
ments  had  not  been  exchanged 
within  the  periods  described  by 
rule  UPMbJtil  and  (u)>  and  the 
plaintiff  had  :  oof  requested7  a' 
hearing  date  within  the  sac  months 
prescribed  by  rate  lipHd).  That 
alone  showed  r  a  lamentable 
prosecution  of  the  action. 

It  was  unnecessary  to.caosxkr 
the  second  threshold  test,  but 
looking  at  the  matter  in  the  kindest 
light,  tee  plaintiffs  solicitors’  fail¬ 
ure  was  due  to  oversight.-  . 

Sod)'  oversight  ~  could  .not 
amount  toanexatse.  Norcould-tfre 
interval  of  10  months  -between 
strike  out  and  Ihe  application  to 
reinstate  be  ignored- 

His  Lordship  would  allow  foe 
appeal  and  dismiss  foe  application 
for  reinstatement.' 

Lord  Justice  Waite  agreed.  . 

THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS,  agreeing,  referred  In 
particular  to  Mr  Hymert  sub¬ 
mission  to  tee  effect  that  the  Court 
of  Appeal  was  to  be  wary  of  sitting 
in  an  ivory  tower,  remote  from  the 
exigencies  ctf  litigious  life  in  the 
county  court  and  should  not  be  too 
ready  to  criticise  those  who  had  the . 
burden  of  conducting  such 
litigation. 

His  Lordship  was  not  un¬ 
sympathetic.  but  it  was  not  the 
Court  of  Appeal  which  had  in¬ 
vented  foe  automatic  directions 
region,  nor  had  it  itself  provided 
die  time  limit  for  setting  down 
actions.  Nor  had  it  .  invented  or 
introduced  the  sanction  of  auto¬ 
matic  strike  our  if  no  reqinst  for  a 
hearing  date  was  made  within  die 
specified  period. 

It  bad.  however,  endeavoured  to 
reflectfoe  essential  aims  which  foe 
regime  was  intended  to  promote; 
aim,  in  his  Lordship*  view,  had 
succeeded  in  doing  sa 

But  he  would  emphasise  that 
where  tbe  prescribed  timetable 
was  too  tight  so  that  a  plaintiff 
could  not  comply  with  tL  the 
remedy  ,  was  not  to  ignore  the 
automatic  directions  buttb  seek  an 
extension  from  die.  court. ' 

Procedural  difficulties  might  be 
resolved  by  such  recourse  and  the 
court  was  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  control  foe  progress  of  foe 
Gtigation.  Despite  Mr  HytnerS 
eloquence  his  Lordship  was  bound 
to  .  endorse  lord  Justice  Otton’s 
conclusion.  .  . 

Solicitors:  Lace  Mawer. 
Manchester:  Betesh  Partnership. 
Manchester. 

Whether  excuse 
is  adequate 

RnsseO  v  Dennis 
Before  SirThomas  Bingham.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Rolls,  Lord  Justice  Wafre 
and  Lord  Justice  Otton 
{Judgment  December  20}  ... 
Whether  a  preferred  explanation 
amounted  to  an  excuse,  for  the 
purposes  of  an  application  for 
reinstatement  of  a  county  court 
action  struck  out  under  Order  (7. 
rale  ri(9J  of  the  County  Court  Rules 
1981.-  as  substituted,  depended  on  . 
all  the  arcumstanoes  and  the 

nature  trf  foe  forgetfulness ^or  afoer 
shortcoming  refied  on. 

Where,  however,  the  failure  lad 
resulted  from  a  misapprehension 
ns  to  tee  proper  enwnracement 
date  of  foe  automatic  timetable, 
and  from  ignorance  of  the  strife 
oid  rale,~il  was  inewusable  and 
accordingly  did  not  satisfy  die 
second  threshold  test,  for 
reinstatement. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  SO  held, 
granting  leave  »  appeal  and 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  defen¬ 
dant,  Andrew  -Dermis,  from  Mir  . 
Assistant  Recorder  GoodcfriM.  at 
Grimsby.Coarsiy  Court,  who  had 
allowed  tbe  appeal  by  tee  plaintiff. 
Emma  Russell,  from  foe  district 
judge  who  had  hekf^that  her 
personal -uiftiiy  adfcn  had  been 
autesnatkaily  .struck  our  arufer 
Order  17.  rule  11(9)  mid  had  refused 
to  reinstate  it- . 

Mr  W.  B*‘.Ph3Hps'  for  foe 


1 


defendant;  Mr  Simon  King  for  the 
plaintiff 

THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS  said  the  plaintiff  sustained 
serious  injuries  in  an  accident  on 
July  23. 1990.  She  issued  proceed¬ 
ings  on  July  21.  1993  two  days 
within  the  three-year  limitation 
period. 

The  defence  was  delivered  on 
August  23,  1993  containing  an 
admission  of  liability  but  a  denial 
of  causation  and  damage.  The 
trigger  date  was  September  7, 1993, 

’  with  the  consequent  requirement 
that  she  request  a  hearing  date  or 
an  extension  of  time  by  March  7. 
1994  and  tire  guillotine  date  was 
accordingly  December  7,  1994, 
when  tite  proceedings  were  struck 
out  under  Order  17.  rule  (I(9J- 

On  foe  question  of  excusability, 
his  Lordship  referred  to  the  affida¬ 
vit  evidence  adduced  fay  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  solicitors.  The  main  affidavit 
before  foe  judge  bad  been  sworn 
by.  a  supervised  trainee  solicitor 
and  made  no  reference  to  the 
reasons  why  a  request  for  a 
hearing  date  had  not  been  made  in 
time. 

In  an  affidavit  also  sworn  on  the 
plain  tiffs  behalf  a  secretary,  the 
personal  assistant  to  the  partner 
with  overall  responsibility  for  the 
case;  had  deposed  to  the  feet  that 
she  had  calculated  foe  time  for  the 
matter  to  be  set  down  for  triaL  or 
"alimiativefy.to  extend  foe  time  for 
.  setting  tbe  matter  down  for  trial 
dependent  on  the  daa  pleadings 
were  deemed  dosed"  that  in 
November  1993  an  amended 
schedule  of  special  damage  had 
been  lodged  whh  the-  court  and 
that  she  therefore  wrongly  cal¬ 
culated  foe  date  for  setting  down  or 
for  applying  for  an  extension  of 
time  as  being  15  months  from  the 
lodging  of  that  amended  schedule. 

She  had,  in  consequence,  written 
the  date.  February  1995,  an.  the 
front  of  the  plaintiffs  file  for 
reference. 

His  Lordship  said  that  under  the 
rules  tune  began  to  be  caJculated 
from  the  dose  of  pleadings,  which 
ran  from  the  date  of  delmry  of  the 
defence. 

Anyone  who  had  been 
famiifarised  noth  Order  17.  rule  11 
could  not  have  thought  that  deliv¬ 
ery  of  an  amended  schedule  or 
sjxdal  damage  four  months  after 
the  commencement  of  proceedings 
and  three  months  after  delivery  of 
the  defence  could  be  foe  date  from 
which  the  automatic  directions 
timetable  was  to  ran. 

There  was  nothing  to  suggest 
that  the  deponent-  bad  been  in¬ 
structed  as  to  the  effect  of  the  rale, 
or  tiiat  she  had  had  the  detail  of  it 
in  mind,  or  foal  anyone  else  had 
paid  attention  to  the  date  from 
which  die  timetable  ran. 

Although  it  appeared  that  the 
partner  and  other  assistants  were 
responsible  for  the  matter  there 
was  nothing  to  suggest  that  any  of 
them  had  foe  pant  in  mind  or  gave 
thought  to  it 

Further,  as  appeared  from  foe 
secretary's  affidavit,  until  the  mat- 
-  ter  had  been  running  for  at  least 
fair  months  after  issue  of  proceed¬ 
ings  there  was  no  indication  on  the 
fife  as  to  the  date  from  which  the 
timetable  ran. 

His  Lordship  referred  to  Mr 
King's  reliance,  in  seeking  to 
uphold  foe  assistant  recorder's 
conclusion,  on  observations  of 
Lord  Justice  Simon  Brown  in 
Hoskins  v  Wiggins  Teape  UK  Ltd 
(119941  PIQR  P377,  P3SS-6). 

His  Lordship  concluded  tear 
whether  a  proffered  accuse  or 
explanation  amounted  to  an  ex¬ 
cuse  had  to  depend  on  all  the 
arcu instances  and  the  nature  of 
the  forgetfulness,  pressure  of  work 
or  whatever  was  rdied  on.  Here  it 
was  not  an  error  as  might  occur  in 
any  well  run  and  properly  supw- 
vised  organisation,  but  was  a  plain 
failure  to  institute  a  proper  system 
to  see  that  that  important  rule  was 
observed. 

In  regard  to  the  probability  of  an 
extension  being  granted  if  made 
before  foe  date  of  strike  out.  it  was 
not  in  his  Lordships  view  to  be 
thought  thai  such  an  earns  ion 
wouW  inevitably  or  even  usually 
be  granted  if  the  extension  sought 
was  a  small  ane. 

Here  the  plaintiff  had  accord¬ 
ingly  failed  to  meet  tite  second 
condition  sa  out  in  Rostin  v  British 
Steel  pic  Q1994J  1  WLR  732).  The 
action  would  not  be  reinstated. 

Lord  Justice  Wane  and  Lord 
Justice  Otton  agreed.  ; .  v 

Solicitors:  Roffit.  .FarreU';<i 
Bladen.  HuD;  Pepperefl  MacHtffe 
Wfll»WMon.  Scunthorpe:  '  :.">T 
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FILM  1 


Nicolas  Cage 
drinks  himself 
to  oblivion 
(and  an  Oscai?) 
in  Leaving 
Las  Vegas 


FILM  2 


. .  .while 
Michelle  Pfeiffer 
works  miracles  on 
inner-city  kids  in 
the  rose-tinted 
Dangerous  Minds 


THE! 


TIMES 


ARTS 


FILM  3 


Steven  Soderbergh 
twists  the  film 
noir  genre 
into  a  skein 
of  puzzles  in 
The  Underneath 


FILM  4 


. . .  and  there 
are  plenty  of 
thrills,  of  a 
less  subtle  kind, 
in  Mute  Witness , 
set  in  Moscow 


Geoff  Brown  drinks  deep  of  Mike  Figgis’s  study  of  alcoholic  despair,  and  goes  back  to  school  with  Michelle  Pfeiffer 


Bottled  up. 


bottle  open, 


bottling  out 


First  introduced  wob¬ 
bling  down  a  Los  An¬ 
geles  supermarket 
aisle  and  filling  his 
trolley  with  booze,  Nicolas 
Cage  begins  Leaving  Las  Ve¬ 
gas  the  way  he  means  to  go  on. 
He  is  stewed.  His  walk,  talk 
and  gestures  tell  us  this;  so 
does  die  way  he  later  manhan¬ 
dles  his  car.  Already  short  of 
ready  cash,  he  loses  his 
scriptwriting  job.  ransacks  his 
bank  account,  bums  posses¬ 
sions  and  heads  for  the  Neva¬ 
da  pleasure  domes.  “I  came 
here”,  he  says,  “to  drink 
myself  to  death.”  And  he 
succeeds,  bottle  pressed  to  his 
lips,  stripped  down  to  the 
stubble  and  sinews  that 
filmgoers  know  only  too  well. 

The  singlemindedness  of 
Cage'S  character  is  matched 
by  the  director's.  After  wob¬ 
bling  a  bit  himself  with  Mr 
Jones  and  a  redundant  re¬ 
make  of  The  Browning  Ver¬ 
sion,  Mike  Figgis  re¬ 
establishes  his  Hollywood 
credentials,  as  the  English 
director  who  does  things  dif¬ 
ferently.  No  frills;  no  happy 
ending;  just  lashings  of  sleazy 
atmosphere,  moody  music 
and  a  small  story  pursued  to 
the  bitter  end.  The  reverse  of 
“feelgood”  cinema. 

Only  two  characters  matter 
Cage’s  Ben  Sanderson  and 
Elisabeth  ShueS  prostitute 
Sera,  another  vulnerable  soul 
who  offers  support  and  love. 
Figgis’s  script  is  so  spare  that 
it  denies  both  of  them  any 
previous  history.  We  never 
know  why  their  demons  have 
taken  up  residence;  they  just 
have. 

Two  consequences  flow 
from  this.  Since  no  easy  expla¬ 
nations  are  peddled,  we  are 
encouraged  not  to  judge  their 
actions.  Sera  herself  never 
says  "Tut  tut”  nor  hides  bot¬ 
tles;  she  accepts  that  Ben  has 
chosen  perdition.  This  is  un¬ 
usual  in  a  Hollywood  movie 
about  a  social  problem;  and  it 
allows  Figgis  to'  peer  closely, 
movingly  at  times,  into  the 
alcoholic  state. 

The  streamlined  script  — 
from  a  novel  by  John  O’Brien, 
who  followed  his  own  self¬ 
destructive  path  and  died  one 
month  before  shooting  started 
—  also  increases  the  perform¬ 
ers’  burden.  As  in  previous 
roles  Cage  throws  himself 
headlong  into  the  physical 
requirements  of  acting  drunk. 
The  eyes  pop  out  from  sockets; 
the  hand  shakes.  Speech 
comes  in  tom  fragments.  The 
relaxed  air  he  maintains  in 
comedies  pokes  through,  too.' 
wanning  the  portrayal.  Shue  - 
works  her  own  corner  well, 
creating  in  Sera  a  mixture  of 
Good  Samaritan  and  a 
trapped,  yearning  lover. 

Figgis  views  the  Vegas  land¬ 
scape  with  curious  eyes. 
Where  Showgirls  opted  for 
neon  pomp.  Figgis  plumps  for 
the  fizzling  lightbulb,  luring  us 
into  this  seedy  world  with  slew 
dissolves  and  fade-ins.  How¬ 
ever,  die  film  ultimately  suf¬ 
fers  from  claustrophobia.  Its 


Leaving  Las  Vegas 

Warner  West  End, 

18, 110  mins 
Nicolas  Cage  gets 
spectacularly  drunk 

Dangerous  Minds 

Odeon  West  End. 

15. 99  mins 

Michelle  Pfeiffer  brings 
magic  to  the  inner  cities 

The  Underneath 

MGM  Shaftesbuiy  Ave. 

15. 99  mins 
Fascinating  pwale 

from  Steven  Soderbergh 

Mute  Witness 

Warner  West  End. 

•  18. 96  mins 
Ebullient  thriller 
set  in  Moscow 


Persuasion 

Barbican.  U. 

107  mins 

Balm  from  Jane  Austen 


small  focus  and  Ben's  down¬ 
ward  spiral  leaves  audiences 
with  little  to  look  forward  to 
except  more  of  die  same,  and 
you  long  occasionally  for 
someone  to  call  out  "Tune. 
.  gentlemen,  please!”  But  since 
Figgis  is  offering  something 
not  usually  on  sale  —  a 
pessimistic  Hollywood  mood 
piece  closer  to  art  than  enter¬ 
tainment  .  —  only  die  most 
short-sighted  should  pass  the 
film  by. 

Anyone  fainting  for  lack  of  a 
plot  in  Leaving  Las  Vegas 


should  rush  to  Dangerous 
Minds.  Audiences  across 
America  certainly  have;  this 
timid  tale  about  Michelle 
Pfeiffer  working  her  magic  cm 
inner-city  kids  has  taken  four 
times  as  much  money  as  The 
Usual  Suspects,  released  at  the 
same  time.  It  is  a  plot  many 
people  already  know,  especial¬ 
ly  if  their  memories  stretch  to 
Blackboard  Jungle  or  To  Sir, 
With  Low. 

A  new  teacher,  a  former 
Marine,  plunges,  into  an  un- 
.  ruly  class.  “Rejects  from  hell.” 
she  calls  them.  After  failing 
with  traditional  tactics  and 
tweeds,  she  wears  jeans,  offers 
bribes,  and  analyses  the  lyrics 
of  MrTambourine  Man.  The 
dass  contains  the  expected 
types:  hardened  hood  veter¬ 
ans.  the  bright  kid  who 
jeopardises  her  chances  by 
getting  pregnant  The  film's 
point  however,  is  that  every 
kid  has  a  chance,  provided  his 
or  her  attention  is  caught  and 
energy  channelled  away  from 
violence,. 

The  message  is  well-meant 
and  the  story,  implausibilities 
acknowledged,  happens  to  be 
based  on  truth:  LouAnne 
Johnson.  Pfeiffer's  character, 
is  also  the  author  of  the  source 
material,  a  memoir  called  My 
Posse  Don’t  Do  Homework. 
To  audiences  eager  for  good 
news  about  themselves,  the 
film  could  obviously  be  com-' 
forting.  Others  will  find  it 
rose-tinted  and  predictable. 

The  glamorous  Pfeiffer  con¬ 
vinces  neither  as  a  former 
Marine,  nor  an  inner-city 
teacher,  though  she  gets  ten 
out  of  ten  for  trying.  There  are 


Make  his  a  treble:  Nicolas  Cage  stars  in  Leaving  Las  Vegas,  Mike  Figgis’s  claustrophobic  study  of  two  lost  souls  in  the  Nevada  desert  town 


What  time  Is  now?  Alison  Elliott  in  The  Underneath, 
whose  maze  of  flashbacks  is  “endlessly  fascinating** 


fewer  marks  for  John  N. 
Smith,  an  experienced  director 
from  Canadian  television . 
making  his  American  debut 
He  was  hired  on  the  basis  of 
The  Boys  of  St  Vincent,  widely 
praised  for  its  penetrating 
treatment  of  abusive  behav¬ 
iour  at  a  Catholic  orphanage. 
Once  he  reaches  Hollywood, 
fog  descends. 

The  eagle-eyed  wOl  observe 
that  Steven  Soderbergh’s  The 
Underneath  is  a.  Populist  Pic¬ 
tures  production.  Soderbergh 
is  scarcely  a  populist  and 
wide  acceptance  of  his  new 
feature  will  probably  be  hin¬ 
dered  by  the  layers  of  flash¬ 
backs,  fancy  camera  angles 
and  other  displays  of  rampant 
style.  The  movie,  a  remake  of 
the  late  1940s  film  noir  Criss 
Cross,  still  grips,  though  more 
as  puzzle  than  thriller. 

We  begin  with  the  unfolding 
robbery  of  an  armoured  car 
carrying  bank  notes  galore. 
Flashbacks  emerge  to  fill  in 
the  story:  their  colouring  and 
film  grain  is  different  and  in 
the  strand  placed  furthest  in 
time.  Peter  Gallagher  usefully 
wears  a  beard.  He  plays  a 
wastrel  who  returns  home  to 
the  nowhere  of  Austin,  Texas, 
and  tries  to  pick  up  ihe  torch 
with  his  former  wife,  currently 
attached  to  a  reptilian  night¬ 
club  owner. 

By  fracturing  the  plot  so 
much,  Soderbergh  ensures  the 
robbery  never  builds  into  the 
expected  set  piece.  Nor  do  the 
scenes  between  Gallagher  and 
his  old  flame  (Alison  EJiiottJ 
reach  the  heat  that  rose  be¬ 
tween  surly  Burt  Lancaster 
and  sultry  Yvonne  De  Carlo  in 
the  original.  Soderbergh’s  in¬ 
terest  lies  instead  in  the  confu¬ 
sions,  the  moral  or  immoral 
choices,  opened  up  by  the 
story’s  twists. 

Camera  pyrotechnics,  razor- 
sharp  dialogue  and  accom¬ 
plished  playing  make  the 
film's  puzzle  endlessly  fasci¬ 
nating.  Nobody  is  better  than 
Gallagher  at  polishing  a  wast¬ 
rel  with  charm,  which  is  just 


what,  his  ambiguous  hero 
requires.  Smaller  parts,  too. 
are  etched  with  flair.  Soder¬ 
bergh  may  still  not  have 
topped  his  debut,  sex,  lies  and 
videotape,  but  The  Under¬ 
neath  proves  again  that  he  is 
incapable  of  making  a  boring 
film.  Just  do  not  expect  to  be 
perched  on  the  seat’s  edge, 
knuckles  whitening. 

Mute  Witness,  by  contrast, 
straps  you  on  an  emotional 
rollercoaster.  You  shake  with 
fear  as  the  heroine,  a  mute 
special-effects  girl  on  a  Mos¬ 
cow  movie  set.  faces  some  new 
torment  after  witnessing  the 
shooting  of  a  snuff  film.  The 


next  moment  you  laugh  at 
buffoonish  comedy;  then  you 
guffaw  at  clunky  dialogue,  a 
thrill  that  misfires,  or  the 
sudden  emergence  of  a  “mys¬ 
tery  guest  star”.  The  next  scene 
you  quake  again,  heart  in 
mouth. 

The  man  responsible  for 
this  crazy,  good-bad  movie  is 
Anihony  Waller,  a  British 
commercials  director  who  was 
trained  at  the  Munich  Film 
School  (some  of  his  German 
classmates  are  behind  the 
camera  with  him).  His  scripr 
was  first  set  in  Chicago;  then 
economy  dictated  his  scumbag 
characters  do  their  business  in 


Russia.  It  was  a  smart  move: 
even  though  ex-communist 
crime  lords  have  fast  become 
movie  cliches,  enough  novelty 
persists  in  the  film  studio 
setting  to  ward  off  yawns. 
After  spending  the  first  half 
cowering.  Russian  actress  Ma¬ 
rina  Sudina  shows  refreshing 
pluck;  and  playing  mute,  she 
is  spared  the  worst  of  Waller’s 
dialogue.  Good  fun.  though 
debilitating:  at  the  end  you  do 
not  walk  from  the  cinema,  you 
stagger. 

Persuasion.  BBC  films’  ad¬ 
aptation  of  Jane  Austen 'sjasi 
novel,  receives  a  brief,  wel¬ 
come  cinema  airing  after  two 


television  transmissions  last 
year.  You  can  snort  perhaps  at 
the  hand-held  camera  waltzes 
favoured  at  times  by  director 
Roger  Michell.  You  may  wish 
Austen's  story  of  love  lost  and 
recaptured  was  not  pushed 
through  at  quite  such  a  lick. 
But  you  cannot  fault  the  film’s 
fresh  spirit,  sensitivity,  nor 
wonderful  cast  Amanda  Root, 
as  Anne  Elliot,  the  daughter 
facing  a  life  on  the  shelf,  is  its 
heart  and  soul.  Hers  is  a  face 
that  the  camera  loves,  for  if 
picks  up  every  rustle  of  hope 
or  disappointment  and  basks 
in  her  smile.  Tliis  is  the  most 
civilised  film  in  town. 


Good  news  for  night  owls 


THIS  week  the  House  of 
Commons  has  debated  the 
BBC  World  Sendee  funding 
cuts  and  the  Lords,  as  is  their 
curious  wont,  used  a  debate  on 
the  new'  Broadcasting  Bill  to 
mutter  about  the  amount  of 
sport  going  to  satellite  tele¬ 
vision  channels,  which  is  not 
actually  covered  by  the  Bill. 

But  outside  the  corridors  of 
notional  power  there  is  real 
news  for  real  listeners.  After 
several  years  of  hints,  ru¬ 
mours.  hopes  and  false 
dawns.  I  can  confirm  thai 
Radio  3  is  to  become  a  24-hour 
network  fromApril  I  this  year. 

This  has  been  a  cherished 
ambition  of  Nicholas  Kenyon. 


RADIO:  Peter  Barnard  looks 
forward  to  all-night  programming 
for  ‘real  listeners’  on  Radio  3 
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Radio  3*s  Controller,  since  he 
look  over  from  John  Drum¬ 
mond  in  1992.  Kenyon  re¬ 
ceived  provisional  approval 
from  John  Bin,  the  Director- 
General,  last  November  and 
yesterday  Kenyon’s  team  met 
at  Broadcasting  House  to 
finalise  details. 

The  confirmation  of  a 

round-the-clock  Radio  3  is 

good  news  far  those  night  awls 
among  us  who  until  now  have 
had  only  Classic  FM  (no  mean 
compensation.  1  may  say)  as  a 
buttress  against  the  nocturnal 
forces  of  rock  1i’  roll.  The  wee 
hours  have  loo  long  been  an 
oasis  of  Oasis. 

Classic  EM  has  proven  that 
there  is  a  night-time  audience 
for  serious  music  and  I  argued 
long  ago  that  Radio  3  should 
haw  turned  into  a  24-hour 
network  before  Classic  was  on 


the  air.  At  the  time,  accoun¬ 
tants  ruled  Broadcasting 
House  and  anyone  arguing 
for  more  programming  could 
expect  to  be  certified. 

Tunes  change.  I  understand 
that  Kenyon  has  secured  an 
extra  £500.000  a  year  to  fi¬ 
nance  night-time  broadcast¬ 
ing,  the  money  coming  from 
economies  elsewhere  in  die 
BBC.  This  is  small  beer  in 
Radio  3’s  annual  budget  of  £56 
million  but  extra  money  for 
any  network  is  an  achieve¬ 
ment  in  this  era. 

The  night  service  will  be  run 
by  Donald  McLeod,  new  head 
of  presentation.  That  in  turn 
means  that  Radio  3  listeners 
who  have  been  complaining 
about  the  network’s  presenta¬ 
tional  style  can  expect  to  have 
their  needs  attended  to  by 
McLeod’s  successor,  vjho  has 


yet  to  be  named.  Start  writing 
now.  is  my  advice. 

The  schedules  for  Radio  3 
during  the  night  are  not 
finalised  but  they  are  unlikely 
to  offer  wall-to-wall  music, 
unfortunately.  Schools  broad¬ 
casting  is  likely  to  take  up  the 
hours  between  3am  and  5om 
but  at  least  the  hours  either 
side  will  now  service  a  real,  if 
small,  market- 

increased  airtime  will  be 
good  news  for  the  five  BBC 
orchestras,  which  will  be 
asked  to  contribute  more  live 
and  recorded  music.  A  few 
years  ago  several  of  die  or¬ 
chestras  •  faced  closure  or 
merger  but  savings  elsewhere 
enabled  that  threat  to  recede. 
Now  it  has  the  chance  to 
become  a  distant  memory. 

All  of  which  is  in  stark 
contrast  to  stories  circulating 
predicting  the  demise  of  Radio 
3,  apparently  based  on  an 
'internal  document”  discuss¬ 
ing  the  network’s  long-term 
viability.  Clearly  Radio  3  is 
fighting  back...  and  about' 
time,  too. 
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FROM  TOMORROW 

AT  SELECTED  CINEMAS  NATIONWIDE 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  18  1996 


■  OPERA  1 

Covent  Garden 
presents  its 
best  face  in  a 
powerful  staging 
of  The  Midsummer 
Marriage 


■  OPERA  2 

. .  -  and  English 
National  Opera 
launches  a 
new  home  for 
experimental 
work  in  Hackney 


THE^^iTIMES 

ARTS 


■  MUSIC!  ; 

Sir  Colin  Davis 
and  the  LSQ 
set  off  on 
Britain’s  first 
cycle  of  Bruckner 
symphonies 


■  MUSIC  2 

Mitsuko  Uchida 
brings  a  typically 
silken  touch 
to  a  chamber 
recital  with  the 
Cannina  Quartet 


New  opera  ‘hothouse’ 
opens  in  the  East  End 


After  months  of  adverse 
publicity.  English  Nat¬ 
ional  Opera  has  been 
overtaken  in  the  doom  and 
gloom  stakes  by  the  belea¬ 
guered  Royal  Opera  House. 
Some  at  ENO  will  doubtless 
be  relieved  to  see  the  critical 
spotlight  shift.  Most,  however, 
will  regret  the  way  in  which  it 
has  distracted  attention  from 
one  piece  of  operatic  good 
news:  the  launch  this  week  of 
the  ENO  Works,  an  innova¬ 
tive  venture  bringing  together 
the  company's  Contemporary 
Opera  Studio  and  Bayfis  Pro¬ 
gramme  in  a  new  home,  the 
old  Shoreditch  Library  build¬ 
ing  in  Hackney,  east  London. 

Although  the  new  facility 
will  not  be  fully  operational 
until  March,  the  ENO  Works 
will  throw  open  its  doors  to 
local  residents  on  Saturday. 
As  Mark-Anthony  Tumage. 
ENO's  composer-in-associ- 
ation  and  the  project's  direc¬ 
tor,  puts  it:  “Opera  may  be  a 
dirty  word  at  present,  but  the 
open  day  will  enable  outsiders 
to  see  that  we  are  pretty 
normal.”  Visitors  will  recog¬ 
nise  little  of  their  former 
public  library,  and  find  in¬ 
stead  rehearsal  spaces  and 
office  accommodation  for  a 
company  that  in  the  past  has 
been  forced  to  squat  in  thor¬ 
oughly  unsuitable  venues. 

This  handsome  tum-of-the- 
century  building  (Grade  II 
listed,  the  work  of  Henry 
Thomas  Hare)  has  been  trans¬ 
formed  with  (oral  support  and 
as  part  of  the  area's  regenera¬ 
tion:  ENO  has  stumped  up 
only  £30,000  of  the  renova¬ 
tion's  £130.000  total  cost  and  is 


English  National 
Opera  is  making 
a  fresh  attempt 
to  nurture  new 
talent.  John 
Allison  reports 

leasing  the  premises  from 
Hackney  Council. 

Almost  every  aspect,  of 
ENO's  work  will  benefit  — 
orchestra  and  chorus  will 
rehearse  there,  and  the  Baylis 
Programme  will  not  only  have 
a  permanent  base  but  be  able 
to  "adopt”  the  community  for 
its  education  and  outreach 
projects.  But  most  exciting  of 
all  are  the  prospects  for  the 
Contemporary  Opera  Studio, 
which  Tumage  feels  was  pre¬ 
viously  “stuck  on  the  side  of 
the  company,  without  total 
commitment.  Now  weVe  got 
core  funding  and  a  building." 

Together  with  the  artistic 
administrator.  Sarah  Hick¬ 
son.  Tumage  will  run  the 
studio  as  a  hothouse  for  the 
nurturing  of  new  talent,  bring¬ 
ing  together  all  those  involved 
in  the  creation  of  operas  — 
composers,  writers,  produc¬ 
ers.  designers  and  performers 
—  in  a  flexible,  friendly 
environment. 

Tumage.  who  is  currently 
working  on  two  new  operas, 
enjoyed  rare  success  with  the 
premiere  of  his  Greek  at  the 
1988  Munich  Biennale,  itself  a 
shining  example  to  the  studio. 


Tumage:  “This  business  is  not  only  about  composers, 
but  about  singers  too,  and  breaking  down  barriers” 


No  fewer  Than  three  separate 
productions  of  Greek  are 
planned  internationally  this 
year,  but  he  is  acutely  aware  of 
the  high  failure  fate  of  contem¬ 
porary  operas.  “T  had  a  great 
experience  when  I  wrote 
Greek,  but  a  lot  of  composers 
writing  their  first  opera  have  a 
really  bad  experience.  We 
want  to  stop  that  happening. 
We  want  to  support  new  work, 
so  that  people  wont  get  to  the 
stage  five  weeks  before  the 
premiere  and  find  themselves 
in  the  middle  of  a  disaster. 

"We  wont  necessarily  be 
putting  on  all  the  new  operas 
ourselves  —  we'll  be  'work- 
shopping'  things  for  other 
companies.  Hopefully  it  will 
produce  better  operas.” 
Projects  already  under  way 
include  music-theatre  works 
by  Julian  Anderson.  Martin 
Butler,  Julian  Gram.  David 
Sawer  and  Param  Vir. 

Tumage  stresses  the  value 
of  practical  experience.  “Dur¬ 
ing  my  residency  with  the  City 
of  Birmingham  Symphony 
Orchestra,  the  try-outs 
allowed  me  to  improve  my 
pieces  100  per  cent.  This  is  a 
facility  we're  going  to  have  in 
the  studio  —  things  that  don't 
work  will  be  ironed  out  long 
before  the  premiere.  This  is  the 
way  I’ve  worked  on  Twice 
Through  the  Heart "  —  his 
chamber  opera  commissioned 
for  next  year's  A1  deburgh  Fes¬ 
tival  —  “and  I  hope  h  will  be  a 
model  for  the  whole  of  the 
studio.  I'Ve  already  had  work¬ 
shops  with  Sally  Burgess,  and 
basically  rewritten  iL  This 
business  is  not  only  about 
composers,  but  about  singers 
too,  and  breaking  down  barri¬ 
ers  where  there  is  an  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  suspicion." 

The  rate  at  which  new 
works  appear  and  disappear 
reflects  the  unhealthy  pressure 
on  young  composers  to  pro¬ 
duce  their  first  opera.  "Too 
many  people  haw  been  com¬ 
missioned.  I  don't  think  there 
are  loads  of  bom  opera  com¬ 
posers,  and  the  defunct 
Garden  Venture  was  careless 
in  commissioning  so  many. 
Not  all  composers  have  a 
sense  of  drama,  but  you  still 
find  them  writing  their  own 
librettos  and  adapting  their 
concert  music  for  the  theatre. 
Many  set  the  same  authors  — 
Lorca  is  one  always  turning  up 
—  and  a  lot  are  based  in  the 
late  19th  century,  with  little  for 
audiences  to  latch  onto." 

With  Steven  Berkoffs 
Greek.  Tumage  found  an 
author  that  few  had  ser  before 
and  subject-matter  of  contem¬ 
porary  resonance.  “Something 
did  happen  with  Greek.  The 
audience  wasn't  just  toffs  — 
there  are  people  out  there.  Of 
course,  ticket  prices  mean  that 
audiences  are  ali  of  a  certain 
class.  Tt  really  infuriates  me. 
and  I  hope  we  can  change  ail 
that  working  in  Hackney." 

John  Allison 


Made  in  heaven:  Tippett’s  The  Midsummer  Marriage,  once  critically  reviled.  Is  gloriously  vindicated  in  Graham  Vick's  new  production 

So  all  you  need  is  love 


Amid  all  the  hoo-ha  surround¬ 
ing  The  House,  it  was  good  to 
be  reminded  that  what  mat¬ 
ters  in  the  end  at  Covent 
Garden  is  what  happens  on  stage  and 
in  the  pit.  and  on  T uesday  it  was  shown 
to  maner  very  much  indeed  —  one  of 
the  most  astonishing  and  original 
operas  written  this  century  was  re¬ 
newed  and  restored  for  our  time.  For 
someone  who  had  attended  perfor¬ 
mances  during  the  first  run  in  1955, 
and  been  dazzled  by  them,  to  witness 
the  audience  rising  to  acclaim  the  spry, 
eternally  youthful.  91-year-old  compos¬ 
er.  Sir  Michael  Tippett,  was  extraordi¬ 
narily  stirring. 

In  1955.  The  Midsummer  Marriage 
was  considered,  to  put  it  mildly, 
“difficult"  —  indeed,  the  scorn  heaped 
upon  libretto  and  music  in  the  press 
makes  painful  reading  today.  Yet  for 
ail  the  weird  mixture  of  Shaw,  Eliot, 
Jung.  Greek  and  Eastern  mythology  in 
the  "text,  there  seemed  to  be  —  to  a 
teenager  at  least  —  a  narrative  thread 
as  strong  and  logical  as  that  of  The 
Magic  Rule.  Yes.  love,  society,  human¬ 
ity  itself,  haw  to  be  tested,  and  the 
journeys  up,  down  and  through  the 
elements  made  perfect  sense. 

Wha  t  it  may  be  difficult  for  teenagers 
today  to  take  on  board  was  the  feeling 
cf  renewal  the  opera  engendered  in  the 
1950s:  there  had  been  two  world  wars 
and  unimaginable  horror,  but  this  was 


Rodney  Milnes  applauds  a  Royal  Opera 
jroduction  of  Tippett’s  buoyant  masterpieo 


.  all  part  of  a  new  start  The  optimism, 
the  sheer  posrtiveness  of  Tippett’s 
vision  buoyed  us  all  up  no  end,  and  the 
only  shadow  falling  across  Tuesday's 
first  night  was  the  nagging  reminder 
that  die  stan  has  faltered,  the  old  order 
has  fought  back,  and  the  opera  is  still 
not  quite  a  period  piece.  "A  loafer 
sponging  off  the  state,"  says  the 
businessman  King  Fisher  of  ins  pro¬ 
spective  son-in-law.  _ 

Good  heavens,  we 
still  talk  tike  that . . .  The  Ml 
Tippett's  opera  M 

has  not  exactly  been  11 

neglected  in  the  in-  Covenl 
tervening  decades: 
all  our  national  com¬ 
panies  have  staged  it  and  this  was  the 
Royal  Opera'S  third  new  production. 
Yet  with  each  fresh  encounter  one  is 
bowled  over  afresh  by  the  mind- 
boggling  exuberance  of  the  music,  its 
richness  of  melody  and  fastidious 
beauty  of  instrumentation.  To  be 
bowled  over  again  in  the  company  of 
Bernard  Haitink  was  privilege  indeed: 
he  and  his  magnificent  orchestra 
wallowed  in  the  richness  of  texture,  the 
grandeur  of  vision,  lingering  lovingly 
over  the  sheer  beautv  of  the  music 


The  Midsummer 
Marriage 
Covent  Garden 


without  ever  quite  losing  its  forward 
momentum.  The  score  was  performed  • 
without  cuts  and  the  four  hours  in  the 
theatre  felt  like  half  that  time. 

And  this  is  one  of  the  last  great 
chorus  operas,  reminiscent  of  Boris 
Godunov  ot  Boccanegra.  Their  music 
is  difficult  but  hugely  rewarding,  and 
for  the  daring,  energy  and  accuracy 
with  which  Terry  Edwards'S  singers 

_  threw  themselves  at 

the  notes  no  praise 
Hammer  could  be  too  high. 

■  Chorus  and  orches- 

ia6c  tra  —  the  nuts  and 

xarden  bolts  of  any  opera 

house.  The  only 
problem  with  the 
quiet,  dignified  demonstration  by  staff 
outside  the  theatre  suggesting  that  the 
management  pause  for  thought,  if  not 
consultation,  before  implementing  its 
panic-stricken  programme  of  redun¬ 
dancies  was  that  it  should  perhaps 
have  been  outside  the  Treasury. 

Graham  Vick's  production  and  Paul 
Brown’s  decor  are  dean-cut  and  to  the 
paint,  in  helpful  counterpoint,  you 
could  argue,  to  the  baroque  exuberance 
of  the  music.  Journeys  to  heaven  and 
hell  are  imaginatively  handled  and  the 


climactic  revelation  of  the  lovers  in  a 
Iotusflower  is  bewhchingly  beautiful.  I 
wondered  onlyif  Ron  Howell’s  respect¬ 
able,  abstract  choreography  could  not 
with  advantage  have  been  more  sperif- 
icjn  its  depiction  of  hunter  and  hunted 
—  ft  certainly  did  not  frighten  me  as 
much  as  it  frightened  Bella  and  Jack. 
But  Vick’s  direction  cf  the  chorus  had  a 
dangerously  anarchic  edge  to  it  his 
third-act  picnic  looked  like  a 
Glyndeboume  interval  that  had  got 
slightly  out  of  hand  —  spot  on. 

The  soloists  gave  their  all:  Stephen 
O'Mara  taking  advantage  of  not  being 
hustled  by  Haitink  to  sing  Mark’s 
music  carefully  and  beautifully;  Cheryl 
Barker  sounding  a  little  tense  at  first 
but  settling  down  to  negotiate  Jenifer’s 
virtuoso  fines  with  aplomb:  Lillian 
Watson  and  Christopher  Ventris  giv¬ 
ing  really  witty  performances  as  Bella 
and  Jack  (there  are  funny  lines  and  you 
are  allowed  to  laugh);  Eiddwen 
Harrhy  and  Peter  Rose  were  sturdy 
Ancients  and  Catherine  Wyn-Rogers 
got  a  lot  of  Mme  Sosostris's  words 
across  as  well  as  singing  with  glowing 
gravity.  And  the  one  and  only  John 
Tomlinson,  of  course,  sang  tirelessly 
and  hurled  all  King  Fisher’s  words 
inescapably  at  die  audience. 

We  needed  Midsummer  Marriage 
in  1955,  we  need  it  now.  and  the 
absolutely  essential  Royal  Opera  has 
delivered  the  goods.  Don't  miss. 
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CONCERTS:  The  first  British  Bruckner  symphonic  cycle  launched  at  the  Barbican:  plus  chamber  recitals 


Tuesday  night's  launch 
by  the  London  Sympho¬ 
ny  Orchestra  of  it 
Bruckner  Mozart  Series  was 
of  great  significance:  it 
marked  the  start  of  the  first- 
ever  complete  cyde  of  Bruck¬ 
ner  symphonies  in  this 
country.  Until  the  middle  of 
April,  programmes  will  couple 
the  symphonies,  from  the  Bee¬ 
thoven  ian  No  O  to  the  unfin¬ 
ished  No  9,  and  a  few  of 
Bruckner's  choral  pieces  with 
key  works  in  M atari's  output. 
A  big  undertaking  —  net  least 
fnr  the  LSD's  Principal  Con¬ 
ductor.  Colin  Davis,  who  has 
done  relatively  little  Bruckner 
but  who  takes  charge  cf  al¬ 
most  half  the  concerts. 

Since  nearly  ail  the  msjcr 
symphnni5t5  —  including, 
mast  recently.  Vaughan  Wil¬ 
liams  —  have  received  com¬ 
prehensive  treatment  or.  the 
London  concert  platform,  it  is 
indeed  surprising  to  find  such 
a  pivotal  figure  as  Bruckner 
neglected.  But  he  has  often 
been  misunderstood,  and  the 
imaginative  coupling  of  his 
music  with  Mozart's  should 
refresh  our  view  of  him.  The 
differences  between  these  two 
Austrian  composers  —  or.e  a 
man  of  the  world  who  died 
aged  36.  the  other  a  character 
of  humility  who  was  still 
entering  himself  in  diploma 
examinations  in  his  late  thir¬ 
ties  — are  obvious,  but  Mozart 
may  emerge  as  more  than  just 
an  early  influence. 

There  are.  however,  few 
points  of  contact  between  Mo¬ 
zart  and  Bruckner  in  the 
latter’s  Ninth  Symphony, 
which  dominated  Tuesday's 
concert.  By  the  end  of  his  life 
Bruckner  had  broken  down  all 


Start  of 
an  epic 
journey 

LSO/ Davis 
Barbican 


sense  of  Mcoartian  order,  so 
much  so  Thai  a  finale  to  his 
Ninth  eluded  him.  But  in 
Davis’s  performance  the  work 
fell  complete.  Even  though  he 
pulled  phrases  around  in  the 
visionary  .Adagio,  one  sensed 
the  serene  affirmation  of  the 
composer's  "farewell  to  life". 
Davis  allowed  the  titanic 


opening  movement  to  breathe 
and  presented  the  increasingly 
tortured  arguments  with 
clarity. 

Mozart,  represented  by  his 
Violin  Concerto  No  3  in  G,  was 
served  less  well,  in  spite  of  the 
stylish  playing  Davis  drew 
from  the  LSO.  The  orchestral 
opening  established  a  genial 
mixture  of  wit  and  charm  that 
the  soloist,  the  diminutive 
Midori,  was  unable  to  match. 
She  gave  a  polished  perfor¬ 
mance  and  seems  incapable  of 
ugly  tone,  hut  her  seif -con¬ 
scious  approach  to  die  music 
was  wide  of  the  stylistic  murk. 
Hardly  a  phrase  passed  with¬ 
out  a  teasing  drop  to  pianissi¬ 
mo.  and  the  Adagio  was 
droopily  sentimental.  The  real 
romanticism  of  Bruckner 
came  as  welcome  relief. 

John  Allison 


Touching  without  intimacy 

The  producer  Graham  farming  Ouartet  Schubert’s  G  major  quartet. 

Vick  is  said  to  have  .  ^  Perhaps  it  was  because 

balked  at  the  bare  back-  L/Ueen  JbllZabetn  Hall  Schubert’s  last  ouarteL  fnr  all 


The  producer  Graham 
Vick  is  said  to  have 
balked  at  the  bare  back¬ 
sides  advertising  Covenf  Gar¬ 
den's  production  of  Tippett's 
The  Midsummer  Marriage. 
No  one,  as  for  as  I  am  aware, 
has  yet  complained  of  the 
combination  of  shapely  female 
back  and  string  instrument 
which  announces  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Chamber  Music  Season 
ar  the  South  Bant  Does  this 
really  pull  in  the  crowds? 
Certainly,  the  QEH  was  full 
for  the  appearance  of  the 
Carmina  Quartet  and  Mif- 
suko  Uchida  in  a  substantial 
programme  of  late  Schubert 
and  Brahms. 

I  have  to  confess  that  it* 
some  time  since  !  heard  a 


modem  string  quartet  live, 
and  I  found  myself  haying  to 
readjust  to  the  sound  in  the 
same  way  that,  say  five  or  six 
years  ago,  h  took  a  while  to 
settle  into  the  period-instru¬ 
ment  approach:  the  Quahior 
MosaTques  has  changed  all 
that  There  is  a  histrionic 
quality  to  die  modem  style  of 
string  playing  (which  stems 
largely  from  fast  vibrato  and 
high  string  tension)  that 
worked  all  right  in  the  Brahms 
Piano  Quintet  in  the  second 
half  of  the  programme,  but 
was  much  less  successful  in 


Youth  can  string  Beethoven  along 


BRITTEN  in  hb  early  twenties.  Men¬ 
delssohn  in  his  teeny,  this  is  the  kind  of 
thing  that  a  young  ensemble  should  be 
playing,  surely,  rather  than  late  Beetho¬ 
ven.  Much  of  what  the  Vdlinger  String 
Quartet  did  for  the  Manchester  Chamber 
Concerts  Society  seemed  to  confirm  the 
wisdom  of  such  thinking.  By  the  aid  of 
the  concert  we  were  not  so  sure. 

The  Vdlinger  Quartet  is  admirably 
accomplished  in  techniques  secure  in 
ensemble,  robust  in  sound,  just  right  for 
the  fearless  projection  of  such  highly 
coloured  character  pieces  as  Britten’s 
Three  Oivertimenti.  Firmly  led  by  Steph¬ 
anie  Go  nicy,  it  is  also  a  quartet  abundant 
in  personality  with  a  cellist  passionate 
enough  to  offer  the  occasional  suspicion 
of  severity  in  the  first  vioGn.  an  elegant 
viola,  a  second  violin  discreetly  effective 


VeUinger  Quartet 
Manchester 


as  the  intermediary  between  them.  So 
there  was  no  question  of  Mendelssohn 
emerging  from  his  Quartet  in  A  minor. 
Op  13,  as  (he  teenage  fogey  imitating  late 
Beethoven  and,  except  in  the  delightfully 
fresh  Intermezzo,  concealing  his  youthful 
personality  in  searching  counterpoint 
and  profound  reflection.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  presented  as  a  musician  not  so 
much  repressed  by  his  admiration  of 
Beethoven's  Quartet  in  A  minor.  Op  13Z. 
as  inspired  by  his  affection  for  it. 

Even  so,  it  was  taking  a  risk  —  and 
restricting  style  and  material  —  to 
include  that  same  Quartet  in  A  minor. 
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Op  132,  in  die  same  programme..  The 
danger  was  not  that  Mendelssohn  would 
seem  callow  by  comparison  but  that  late 
Beethoven  would  sound  dry.  Indeed, 
there  was  a  lack  of  imagination  in  the 
approach  to  the  early  part  of  the  work. 
But  something  happened  in  the  Moito 
adagio,  first  m  the  quicker  D. major 
sections  and  eventually  in  the  Lydian 
deliberation  itsett  It  assumed  more 
meaning  as  it  became  more  abstruse. 

Thg  turning  point  of  the  interpretation 
was  in  the  next  movement,  hi  fife  Leader’s 
suddenly  dramatic  performance  of  the 
recitative;  While  the  finale  allowed  some 
of  the  pressure  to  leak  away  it  did 
indicate  that  youth,  and  authentic  late- 
Beethoven  are  no*  incompatible. 

Ger^^Larner 


Schubert's  G  major  quartet. 

Perhaps  it  was  because 
Schubert’s  last  quartet,  for  ali 
its  visionary,  progressive  qual¬ 
ities,  still  dings  to  its  Classical 
inheritance  in  style  and.  above 
all,  texture,  and  the  Carmina 
Quartet's  performance 
seemed  cveremphatic  and 
their  interpretation  unsettled. 
That  said,  it  must  be  difficult 
to  come  cold  to  this  strange, 
tonally  ambiguous  work:  dra¬ 
matic  and  disturbing  by  de¬ 
sign.  elegiac  yet  elusive  by 
nature.  There  was  plenty  of 
energy  and  commitment  but  I 
longed  for  cleaner  textures 
and  a  more  elegant,  subtle 
approach-  Probably  the  under- 
tiie-mkroscope  acoustic  of  the 
QEH  did  not  help  (attempts 
had  been  made  to  make  a 
more  intimate  setting),  but  l 
found  their  overall  sound  at 
times  rough-edged  and  not 
always  perfectly  balanced. 

Brahms's  Piano  Quintet  in  F 
minor  is  no  less  demanding  a 
work,  but  in  the  company  of 
Uchida.  and  with  the  Schubert 
behind  them,  the  string  play¬ 
ers  quickly  established  a  dif¬ 
ferent  level  of  interpretation. 
They  paced  the  work  well. 
Uchida  brought  out  perfectly 
tiie  luminous  quality  of 
Brahms’S  piano-writing;  some 
people  might  have  preferred  a 
heavier  touch  but  I  found  that 
the  way  in  which  she  stroked 
the  keys  achieved  an  ideal 
integration  with  the  strings 
and  added  depth  to  the  perfor¬ 
mance  as  a  whole. 

Tess  Knighton 
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■  YOUNG  ARTS 

The  courageous 
and  brilliant 
percussionist 
Evelyn  Glennie 
dispels  the  myths 
about  the  deaf 


■  THEATRE 

Meinwarts 
is  a  gripping 
lament  for 
victims  in 
two  different 
generations 


■  CHOICE  1 

A  new  staging 
for  Ayckbourn's 
trilogy.  The 
Norman  Conquests 

VENUE:  This  week  at 
the  Salisbury  Playhouse 


■  CHOICE  2 


Final  week  for 
South  Pacific 
and  Patti  Boulaye's 
Bloody  Mary 

VENUE:  Until  Saturday 
at  the  Drill  Hall.  WC1 


Hilary  Finch  on  how  rhythm  and  melody  can  help  young  deaf  children  to  speak 

Feeling  for  the  sound  of  music 


In  a  tiny  mews,  a  filling  as 
it  were  between  two 
sandwich  bars  in  a  side 
street  midway  between 
Euston  and  King’s  Cross  sta¬ 
tions.  pomp  and  circumstance 
are  in  the  air.  Land  of  Hope 
and  Glory  blasts  out  from  the 
loudspeakers  aift  a  three- 
year-old  called  Abi  proudly 
beats  her  drum  to  the  march. 
She  starts  as  Elgar's .  great 
crescendo  revs  up. '  and  she 
stops  when  the  music  ceases. 
She  can  hear  only  the  deeper 
tones,  and  when  congratulat¬ 
ed  on  sharing  her  drum,  she 
tunes  in  to  the  vowels  of 
human  speech. 

Before  the  deaf  virtuoso 
percussionist  Evelyn  Glennie, 
the  idea  that,  music  was  not 
only  a  viable  but  a  vital 
ingredient  in  the  education  of 
hearing-impaired  children 
was  considered  at  best  as 
eccentric,  at  worst  as  totally 
incongruous.  But  Beethoven 
himself  may  have  endorsed  a 
positive  view  if  there  had  been 
ears  to  hear  him.  For  the  range 
of  vibrations  and  frequencies 
which  can  be  experienced  by 
tiie  use  of  carefully  selected 
instruments  is  now  acknowl¬ 
edged  in  the  development  of 
the  rhythm  and  melody  of 
speech  and  language. 

Christopher  Place.  Britain’s 
first  speech,  language  and 
hearing  centre  for  babies  and 
children  .  under  five,  was 
opened  in  December  fry  Eve¬ 
lyn  Glennie.  Its  miniature 
furniture  and  gently  curved,, 
pastel-tinted  walls  are  as 
bright  and  new  as  the  research 
which  motivated  its  existence. 

IheycazS'between  birth  and 
five  have  for  long  been  a  silent 
void  for  hearing-impaired 
children  and  their  parents,  as 
far  as  mutual  support  and 
therapeutic  activity  have  been 
concerned.  And  as  such 
awareness  has  increased  so. 
paradoxically,  have  resources 
decreased.  This  was  the  force 
behind  Christopher  Place: 
this,  and  the  heightened 
awareness  that  background 
noise,  television  and  the  speed 
at  which  children  are  now 
required  to  communicate,  are 


ALAN  WELLER 


Beethoven  would  approve  music  therapy  is  now  an  important  part  of  education  for  hearing-impaired  children 


possible  contributory  factors 
in  the  ever-growing  number  of 
speech  and  language-delayed 
children. 

The  chairman  Andrew  Jaye. 
who  has  a  hearing-impaired 
child  of  his  own.  visited  a 
similar  centre  in  America  and 
determined  that  a  centre  offer¬ 
ing  a  full  nursery  curriculum, 
together  with  inter-disciplin¬ 
ary  therapeutic  intervention, 
should  be  provided  in  Britain. 
Christopher  Place  became  a 
registered  charity  in  1991, 
formed  a  board  of  trustees, 
and  started  four  years  of  fund¬ 
raising.  The  breakthrough 
came  when  an  anonymous 
foundation  offered  to  set  up 
custom-built  accommodation. 
Three  small,  light  floors  open 
into  flower-filled,  sound¬ 
proofed  rooms,  each  one  with 
serra-drcular  tables  for  child, 
teacher  and  parent 


With  the  help  of  the  head 
teacher,  an  educational  psy¬ 
chologist.  a  teacher  of  the  deaf, 
an  occupational  therapist  and 
a  dance  and  music  therapist,  a 
boy  of  IS  months',  assessed  a 
year  ago  as  hearing  impaired 
and  with  a  total  inability  to 
communicate,  found  himself 
with  a  vocabulary  of  more 
than  60  words  after  visiting 
the  centre  three  times  a  week 
for  12  weeks.  The  director 


Angela  Harding  points  out 
that  testing  has  also  revealed 
that  several  children  with 
speech  and  language  delay 
have  made  six  to  eight-week 
advances  in  just  a  fortnight 
She  attributes  this  to  the  use  of 
appropriate  language  levels, 
integrated  with  music  and 
dance,  and  to  a  programme  of 
dose  follow-up  work  and  link¬ 
ing  with  parents  and  local 
authorities. 

Referral  to  Christopher 
Place  —  sometimes  from  as  far 
away  as  Manchester  or  Wales 
—  is  through  paediatricians. 
GPs.  health  visitors  and. 
above  all,  the  parental  bush 
telegraph.  Funding  can  be 
private,  from  local  authorities, 
or  from  the  centre's  own  Child 
Sponsorship  Fund:  it  is  Chris¬ 
topher  Place’s  “fervent  hope" 
that  no  child  who  requires 
theraov  will  be  refused 


because  of  finance.  The  Bee¬ 
thoven  Fund  for  Deaf  Child¬ 
ren  (founded  in  1976  by  Ann 
Rachlin)  hopes  to  contribute  to 
this,  and  has  already  donated 
a  spacious  room  for  dance  and 
music  therapy,  as  well  as  a  set 
of  customised  musical  instru¬ 
ments  to  help  hearing  im¬ 
paired  children  to  reproduce 
the  rhythm  and  melody  of 
speech  and  language,  and  to 
start  a  life  of  communication. 


•/*  gala  concert  at  the  Savoy 
Theatre,  London,  on  Sunday 
marks  the  30th  anniversary  of  the 
Beer  flown  Fund  and  proceeds  will 
be  divided  between  Christopher 
Place  and  The  Elizabeth  Founda¬ 
tion  in  Portsmouth.  Tickets  are 
EM  to  £100.  from  0171-836  8888 
•  The  Speech.  Language  and 
Hearing  Centre  is  at  Christopher 
Place.  Chalton  Sneer.  London 
NWI  UF  {0171-383  3834:  fax  0171- 
3833099) 


ALTHOUGH  some  contemporary 
mime  is  text-based,  even  in  such  cases 
the  overriding  concern  is  to  create 
scenes  the  eye  can  register.  Thus 
Raimund  Hoghe,  in  this  90-minute 
piece  from  Germany,  sometimes 
stands  at  a  leaem  and  reads  sombre 
accounts  of  deaths  and  persecution, 
while  the  voice  of  Joseph  Schmidt,  a 
popular  tenor  from  the  1930s.  is:  beard 
warbling  his  songs  at  regular  inter¬ 
vals.  But  it  is  the  odd  yet  simple 
movements,  the  silent,  uncanny  im¬ 
ages,  dial  give  the  work  its  haunting 
power. 

Manwdrts  is  a  requiem,  initially  for 
tbe  doomed  Schmidt,  whose  songs,  to 
quote  the  words  of  the  most  famous  of 
them,  went  round  the  world  but  whose 


Requiem  for  a  tenor 


Jewish  blood  drove 
him  '  from  Nazi 
Germany. 

•  The  requiem 
broadens  its  scope  to 
recall  the  transport 

east  of  an  ordinary  - - - 

Jewish  family  during  the  war.  the 
irruption  of  neo-Nazi  brutality  closer  to 
our  own  day  and  finally  the  death  of  a 
friend,  possibly  a  lover,  from  an  Aids- 
related  illness.  Coupling  this  with  the 
Jewish  persecution  may  seem  improp¬ 
er  to  some,  but  Hoghe  provides  an 
unexpected  link  between  the  two  in  his 


Meinwarts 

ICA 


own  person:  a 
growth  restriction 
prevented  Schmidt 
performing  in  opera, 
and  in  the  first  mo¬ 
ments  of  this  show 

-  Hoghe,  also  a  short 

man,  casually  reveals  the  distortion  of 
his  right  shoulder. 

On  a  dark  stage,  lit  only  by  a  cluster 
of  red  night-lights  al  one  comp-. 
Hoghe  is  seen  in  silhouette,  sitting  with 
his  back  towards  us.  A  flying  trapeze  is 
faintly  visible.  An  assistant  walks  on 
and  douses  the  lights,  and  Hoghe  can 


be  dimly  seen  walking  to  the  trapeze, 
where  he  strips  off  his  black  suit  and. 
now  with  his  naked,  misshapen  back 
to  us,  hoists  himself  onto  the  trapeze. 
Schmidt,  meanwhile,  is  singing  a 
Donbetti  aria. 

This  is  the  first  of  a  number  of  weird 
but  magical  juxtapositions.  He  dances 
in  the  dark  with  two  small  torches 
illuminating  random  scraps  of  the 
stage;  he  drapes  himself  wirh  coloured 
lightbulbs,  like  a  necklace  of  jewels. 

Perhaps  you  need  to  be  in  a  spatial 
mood  to  respond  to  these  curious, 
briskly  introduced  episodes,  but  once 
in  that  mood,  there  is  beauty,  gravity 
and  wonder  to  be  found. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


LONDON 

THE  MAGIC  FLUTE.  Moiart  o  many 

mastefpece  o'  parlornvnei  cum-afteowy 

returns  10  the  Engfcn  Notarial  Opera 
re perlcse.  Ooqnal  production  by 
Nicholas  Hyma  revrved  Dv  Henry  LStte. 
conducted  ty  Alexander  Sander  aid 
translated  by  Jeremy  Same.  Ian 
Board ge  and  Janice  Watson  sing 
Tamno  and  Panina,  wth  Peter  Sr»i*> 
as  Papageno.  John  Conner  as  Sarastn? 
and  Ncda  Sharkey  as  The  Queen  ot 
iheNighJ 

CoBmubi.  St  Marta's  Lane.  WC2 
10171-6328300)  TonoM  and  Sal. 
7-aOecn  Q 

SOUTH  PACIFIC  L*SJ  met.  la  a 
strong  and  tunning  production  cl  the 
Rodgere  A  Hemmcrwem  ircpcal 
eunpeen  Path  Boulayc  plays  Bloody 
Mary.  Peter  Pbyc&pou  is  Ernie  and 
Phff  WaimoR  ■  Areas. 

Drill  Hafl  Cherees  Street.  WC1 10171- 
6378270!  Tpmqfir.Sai.  7  30pm 

TALK  FROM  HOME-  Last  week  ol 
performances  Motor  the  fiesfu  refers 
along  v/ttn  me  Jewish  tafe*  they  te*  so 
wed.  then  new  repertoire  includes 
legends  Iron  iteiano.  Ainca  and  the 
Cenbbcari  Poetic  often  rtMy  tunny 
end  md  with  majacri  combmanons  ol 
speech,  song,  dance,  and  movement 
Tricycle,  kdbi*n  rtgh  Rcxd.  NWS 
(0171-328  100ft  Torvgm-Sai.  8pm  mat 
Sot.  4pm  E) 


TODAY  S  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
compiled  by  Kris  Anderson 


ELSEWHERE 

LIVERPOOL  Joseph  Swenser.  lakes 
to  the  podum  for  tonight 'i  Royal 
Liverpool  Phfthanrwntc  Orchestra 
concert  o!  Mendelssohn.  Honegger  and 
Beethoven  Stolen  k-arpe  lakes  over  on 
Sana  day,  mmpianei  Martin  Rosen.-,  lot 
an  bii -Beethoven  programme  n  ad  ol 
the  British  Red  Cross 
Philharmonic  Hall.  Hope  Sneei  10151- 
70&378&)  Tontght  and  Sat.  7  30pm  £l 

PLYMOUTH  The  very  trie  organist 
and  piarust  Wayne  Marshall  turns  he 
hand  lo  conducting  iris  weel  as  he 
md  the  Bournemouth  Symphony 
Orchestra  sashay  miougn  a 
programme  ol  show  tunes  horn 
Gershwin.  Cole  Poha.  Rodgers.  Well. 
Ycuroen.  and  Sousa's  Start  and  Srnpes 
Pavilions.  MB' Day  Road  £  lOl  752-229 
922)  Fn  in  Southampton,  NonngiuW  ® 
101703  8326011.  Sun  m  Bournemouth. 
Winter  Gardens  £|  (01202  297371 
MANCHESTER  ‘.VtuotC-  -Adnsi 
Mdon  heads  north  arret  Tuesday's 
London  Symphony  OtdVK.Va  concert 


to  pvt  me  Halts  Orchestra  rcreght 

F azuyoshi  Akiyanu.  music  d rector  ol 
me  Tckyr-  Symphony  Orcnesi/a. 
conducts  a  programme  oi  Takemlsu's 
Winter.  Mozro's  Vtoin  Concerto  No  3. 
and  Dvorak's  Symphony  Mo  7 
Free  Trade  Had.  Peter  Street  £'0151- 
834  17121  Ton-gin.  7  3upm;  repealed 
tomrwtn  Middlesbrough.  Town 
Hall  (01642  242561).  7  45p«n 

SALISBURY  The  Playhouse  opens  fls 
new  year  wsh  a  vintage  Ayckbourn 
mingy.  The  Noninn  Conquests  Jon 

Norman.  Run  he  wtic,  Annie  nrs  slsler- 

in-Law.  and  various  other  (amiy 
members  lor  seduction  and  mayhem  as 
a  iNeekand  goes  deasirously  wrong 
Playhouse,  Manhcvw  Lane  <0732-320 
7331  Tattes  Manners  opens  lomcyr. 
0pm  in  lep  with  (jwig  Together  Round 
and  Round  the  Garden  unM  Feb  24  |Q 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

London  Coni  emporary  Art  Fair 

Business  Design  Centre  (0171-359 
3635.  until  Jan  2 1  .National 

Gallery-  the  NGn  World  War » (0(71- 
7472885)..  National  Portrait 
GoUery  Maietuls  and  Methods,  of 
Portrait  Sculpture  <0171-306 
0055) . .  Royal  Academy  Africa  Ait  ol 
a  Coomrot  tOi  71-439  7438i  Tate 
Sketching  rhe  Sky  Turner  watercolours 
|017t-897(s(l00)  V  &  A  Jain  Art 
Item  India.  Expresstonrei  Pnms  10171- 
938  8900) 


B  THE  DUCHESS  OF  MALFI  Cheek 
by  Jowl's  often  bewidenng  production 
o'  an  already  contusing  play  bui 
Anastasia  Hide  is  matvetans  as  the 
beleaguered  ret  ana. 

Wyndham's  Charon  Crass  Road. 
WC2  (0171-369  1746j.  Mon-Sri. 

7  30pm.  trials  Thurs  and  Sat.  2  30pm. 

D  THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE  Sam 
Merdes's  ladanr  produaion.Zoe 
Wan&maktt  and  Oajre  Skrmet  play 
meaner  and  daughter.  Ben  Walden  is 
Tom 

Comedy.  Ponton  Street.  SWi  (0171- 
36917311  Mon-Sal  7JCom.Sal.3pm 

□  AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND  Peter  Hall 
rames  hs  1992  production  ot  Wilde's 
drama  ol  political  sleaze  and  scandal 
A  star  cast  includes  Man  in  Shaw  Anna 
Carter  eL  Penny  Downie. 

Ttnnrtiu  Royal.  Haymartet.  SWi 
10171  B30  8800J.  Mon-  Sat.  745pm 
mals  Wed  and  Sat.  3pm.  g 

BAN  INSPECTOR  CALLS  Stephen 
Deidry's  powerM  production,  with 
Nicholas  Woodeson  as  the  afl- knowing 
Inspector,  and  Edward  Peel  and  Susan 
Engel  as  the  pBars  of  society. 

Garrick.  Charog  Cross  Road.  WC2 
10171-494  5085)  Mdn-Fn.  7  45pm.  Sal. 

8  I5pnr  mats  Wed.  2J0pm.  SaL  5pm 

B  THE  JUNGLE  BOOK.  Tim  Supple's 
vigorous,  utterly  enpyaWe  adaptation  ol 
three Moagli stories  Amheshng refer 
(ram  Disney  cuteness 
Young  Vic.  The  Cut.  SEl  (0171  928 
6363)  Today,  1  30  and  7pm.  © 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston’s  assessment 
ot  theatre  showing  In  London 

■  House  tuU,  returns  only 
D  Some  swats  available 
□  Seals  at  all  prices 


□  LONDON  INTERNATIONAL  MIME 

FESTIVAL'  Mure,  acrobatics  and  Ihe 
haunong  sMls  m  conrempcrary  visual 
Iheatie.  al  various  venues 
Information  (0171  637  5661*  Until 
Jon  20 

■  ROSEN  CRANTZ  AND 
GUILD EN STERN  ARE  DEAD  Suren 
Russel  Beale  and  Adrian  Scarborough 
play  the  attendant  lads  In  Stoppard'S 
tirai  play,  still  entertaining  after  30 
years 

Natlunal  (Lyttelton).  South  Bar*.  SE 1 
(01 71-928  2252)  Tonnht-Jan  24. 

7  30pm.  mats  Sal  and  W0d.  2  15pm.  £| 

B  THE  SHAKESPEARE  REVUE  A 

witty  evening  of  song,  dance  rod 
sketches  to  do  with  Wiam  S 
AwerTbled  dv  Ovwiophet  Luscombt. 
rod  Malcolrri  Mckee 
Vaudeville.  Strand.  WCC  (01 71-836 
9987).  M'jO-Fn.  8pm:  Sal.  8  30pm  rrats 
Wed.  2  30pm  and  SaL  5  Xipm 

□  SLAUGHTER  CITY  'few  play  — 
votem,  suneei  and  set  In  a  slaughier- 
house  —  by  Maori*  Wallace,  efaieftere 


American  p-:-et  and  ptevwngtn.  whose 
Ore  Flea  Spcov  playW  al  the  Busr  last 
autonn  Ron  Daneis  c&ects 
Pit.  tatocro.  34k  Sit  eel.  EC2  [0171- 
638  8891)  Mciwptevewvtg.  715pm: 
ctons  Jar  35.  7pm  £| 

□  THE  STREETS  OF  DUBLIN  One 

ol  Dtoi  Bouacaut's  ^ealest  ties, 
adapted  by  Fergus  Lriehro  as  a  play 
vutihin  a  pby,  so  occomng  an 
sheet  innate  sendrap  ot  the  theatre  rod 
its  Iraddons  A  Dubr  Festival  success 
Brtxton  Shaw.  Bmoon  Hdi.  SW2  (01 71- 
274  54701.  Tonighi-Sat.  7  30pm 

B  THE  TOWER  Aleirodre  Dumas 
high  romanhc  melodrama  goes  way  ovfer 
the  lop  lor  most  modem  tastes  but  & 
wont,  a  vise  nonetheless  Sinead 
Cusack  plays  the  sear-mad  arxl 
murderous  queen 

AhneWa.  Almeida  Sneed.  Nt  (0171-359 
4404|  Mon- Sat.  7  3tipm:  mar  Sal. 

2  30pm  S 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Blood  Brothers-  Phoenu  (0171  -867 

1044|  □Crazy  tor  You  Pro* 

Edward  |01 71  -734  60611 .  □  Dead 
G  id  tty  Apollo  10171-194  507DI 

B  Fam:  The  Musical  CarTOndga 
(0171-494  5083)  B  Mbs  Saigon 
Drury  Lane  101 71 -194  5400)  □The 

Mousetrap  St  Martin's  (0171 -636  1443i 

□  Suroet  Boulevard- Adetptt  10171- 
344  0055) .  B  The  Woman  in  Black 
Fortune  (0171-636  2238) 

TtcJ-ai  nlormaior  si^ipked  ty  Sooary 
ol  LcndOh  Theatre 


NEW  RELEASES 

♦  DEVIL  IN  A  BLUE  DRESS  (I  Si: 
SpfendKfti  atmospheric  ihrJkn  with 
Denznl  Washington  as  ihe  oidraty  Joe 
in  late  tS40s  Los  Angeles  stumWmg  ewer 
corpses,  police  rod  com^nro 
Dsectad  by  Cert  FranUnTran  Wafta 
MoeJey's  novel 

Curzon  West  End  (0171  -369  1 722) 
Rttzy  (0171-737  2121) 

THE  RUN  OF  TTE  COUNTRY  (15): 
yMdowc-d  taiher  and  son  hASla  over  Me 
andtove  Faded  Irish  blarney  with 
Atari  Rnney  ancfUS  import  Matt 
KeesJar  CHrened  by  Petr  Yaias 
MGM  Tottenham  Court  Road  (01 7 1 
636  6148)  Odeons:  Hnymaricot  (01426 
9153531  Kmwhtgton  (01426  914666) 
States  Cottage  (014269140961 

*  SHOWGIRLS  |1B)'  Las  Vegas 
snipper  rmds  success  is  noi  everyttrog 
HoUorv  tale  ol  hollow  people  brazenly 
presented  by  dieon  Paul  Verhoeven 
With  EBzabeth  Berkley.  Kyle 
Mactachlan 

MGMk  Baker  Street  (0171-935  97721 
ChMsea  (01 71 -352  50SB)  Odaon 
Kensington  (01426  9146661  Marble 
Arch  (01 426  914501 1  States  Cottage 
(014269(40381  West  End  (OT  426 
615574)  UC1  WMtetoye  B  (0171-792 
3332) 

THEWARI12:i  The  chUdren  ol  a 
Vietnam  va  iKevm  Corine* I  (igW  m«r 
erwn  w£4  with  rwghborong  louts 
Overwr  oughi  drama  tiom  Fried  Green 
Trvtiaioes  dvecior  .tan  A-met 
Empire  |017t-437  1234)  MGM 
FuBnm  Road  (017i-3702636i  UCI 
Whtteleys  ©  101 71  -  792  3332) 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  aasoMmanl  of 
trims  In  London  and  (where 
indicated  wtth  the  aymbol  ♦  ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


CURRENT 

ANGELS  AND  INSECTS  (Tfi) 
Procreative  games  si  Mention  England 
Handsome  but  sfttt  drama,  with  Mark 
Rytanco.  Patsy  Kens*  rod  Kilsun  Seem 
Thomas  Director,  PhiSp  Haas 
Ci^iham  Picture  House  (0171-468 
33231  MGM  PIccadBly  (Ot  71-437  36611 
Mtrtema  (01 71  -235  422S)  Hotting  Hill 
Coronal  (8  (0171-727  67Q5) 

•  BABE  lUl  ijicddus.  \nvaciOu6  lamdy 
Mm  about  a  choep-hertflng  csg.  with  a 
cast  oi  tafeng  animals.  Director.  Chris 
Noonan 

Emplra©lf'7^i-437  1234)  MGMa: 
Bakar  Straat  (0171-935  97721  Fulham 
Road  G  (0i  71-370  2636)  Trocadaro 
IS  (0171-434  0u31)Odaon  Swiss 
Cottage  101426  914  098)  PlasajS 
(0171-43712341  UCIWMafeyafeJ 
(0171-762  3332) 

♦  GOLDENEYE  (12)  Prarce  Brosnan 
hvir*tes  as  the  iww  James  Bend  A  np 
nMnro  thrift*  wilh  a  sense  ot  hurtwjr. 
with  Sean  Bean  Orecior.  Martn 
Campbell 

MGMs:  Baker  Street  (0171  935  9772) 
Chelsea  10171  352  50961  Odeons: 
Kensington  iOM26  9146681  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  914096)  West  End 


\014:6915574]  UCI  WhlteteyslS 
(0171-792  3332) 

THE  HORSEMAN  ON  THE  ROOF 

( 15)- Love  and  heroism  roWsr  a  eftotcra 
eontancvr  1830s  Provence  Fumy 
picturei,  but  hide  oomph  Jean-Paul 
/■  Racpeneau  directs  Qtw  Maitnex  and 
Jubene  Beioche. 

Berbtewt  0  (01 71 -638  B89 1 1  Chelaan 
(01 71-351  3742)  Curzon  Mayfair  (£n  71- 
389 1 7201  Lumiara  (01 71  -836  06011 
Otfeon  Kensington  (01426-914  6661 
Richmond  .'013133?  0030)  RRzy 
(0171  737  2121)  Screare-Hm  (01 71-436 
3366) 

♦  SEV91 118|  Unssfliinfl  and  pli-beai 
senal  kJIsr  jhnDer.  Kith  fAygan  Freeman 
and  Brad  Pm  Dreaor,  David  Fmchei 
Bariricanfi  (0171-638  8891) 

Ctapham  Picture  (0171-408  33231 
Gate©  10171-727  4043i  IBGMs: 
Chelsea  10171  35?  S»6I  FullwmIW 
(0171-370  26361  Tottenham  Cl  Rd 

lOl  7 1  -636  6t  481  Odeons:  Kensington 
101426  914666i  Leicester  sq  1014% 

9 15E&3)  Swiss  Cottage  191 426  91 4Q38) 
Rio  (0171-254  6677)  Ritzy  10171-737 
2t21i  ScreatVBaker  St  (0171-935 
2772)  ScraerVGreen  lOl  7 1  -226  352C‘] 
UCI  WNteteya  ©  (CM  7i  792  33Skl'i 

♦  SOMETHING  TO  TALK  ABOUT 

( (Si  Julia  Roberts  as  a  southern  ivie 
iac<ng  her  husband  s  infidelity  Taiky 
l  ale  vvah  small  pleasures  Lasse  HaiF 
sftom  dneers  Oanrus  Ouaid  Rctert 
Duval,  Kyra  Sedgwick.  Ciena  Rowlands 
MGMs:  Fulham  Road  lOl  71  -370 
%36)  Trocadaro©  (01 7  M34  003U 
Odaon  Swiss  Cottage  (0i  426 
91 4098)  UCI  Whltelays©  (0171 -7K 
23321  Warner  ©  (01 71  -  437  4343) 


* 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


ART  GALLERIES 


LARGE  MUSEUM 
PAINTINGS 
FROM  RUSSIA 


ROY  MILES  GALLERY. 
29  Brmoa  Street,  Wl 


DANCE 


sadlsts  wsxsom  totoo 

CQRAZONRAIBtCO 

■Paaateandftre'UotlKlFcO 

&ee731Saa&8.SaO 


OPERA  A:  BALLET 


1 0171 6328300(20*) 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  OPERA 
Tart  7-35(RRSTMGW)  730 
TTEiuacRirrE 
Tamar 730  UjH|  *  wmetti; 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  0171 304 
«C0  far  to  Off  8  Standby  nta. 

WtaaeswbNecothedsy 
Tfes  Royal  Opace 
Toma  7J0~nC  MIDSUMMER 


'naBoyatl 
Sa  ZOO  ffsat  Perioneeuc^  67J0. 
Uor\  Tire.  Wad  730 
■ncatmwaBEAWT 


THEATRES 


TOOREW  LLOYD  WOMB'S 

WBBWePWSUttlE 


SJNSET 

mmm 


Wkioarrf77teyAante 


BESTMD5KAL 

teta  , 

PCTJLA  CLARK 

awlCRBSCWIDBOWHa 

CNL  0171 3*4  CDS  tee) 
QRPB0®K34O33£2(E*B  lea) 
Mr  berime  fee  tar 
■  SteOfiea  Cries 
totMttmMdinnHK 

Mettle  T4S  Mete  Thrr  &  Set  3IB 


ALDWYCHBOiccOITI  4166048 
>o  t*g  m  cc  3<4  4444  Qpe  0t71 
330 6T2a/418B075/4l3  3321 

Tie  FIELDS  of  AMBRQSA 

Altar  lAricri 

"A  atoning  acore"  Shenden  Mgrity 
ReCknad  Price  Prea  torn  Mon. 

_ ftSUbfa - 


AMBASSADORS 

B36  61 11/4200100^344 4444 
LA8T2WEBCS 

TRAINSPOTTING 

Awndvoratog  phy  teat 
tetraWBUi'anorel 
■FowrtsNyFumy-GuwiSan 
MonfiiNBSBl56a30Wadife|al5 


APOLLO  484  5068/344 4444/QO 
0000  Eves  A  tta  TIU  a  Sri5  &  ai5 
RBCORD-BREAKMG  RUN 
EXTENDED  70  MARCH  TS 
HAYLEYMBXS 
“MegnMcanf1  F.T 
JDMY  SEAGROVE 
“hnpeccabW  flmBS 

IffiAD  GUILTY 

Tfctewd  Herrit*  new  ptay  te  THE 

PDUH3CTW » *=w  a-Ttema 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  cc  0171  410 
6055  oc24hrS 0171 344444^(0171420 
0000  Qrps  0T7T  416  607^  413  3321 

Ajxhvw  Uoyd  Webber'a 
NpfpnctacflOA  of 

STARLKfflT  EXPRESS 

“A  RfflORHTOEATFICAL 

DaJGKT'DriyUaS 
moakaucidaiUH  1945  daly 
Toe  A  Set  15ajTdl8teimtl250 


R0ME7BCWES 


aukCLylad 

BAS  COME  0870.. 


THEFUSraMM 

iWrHIIItf.HlMWM 

0171-839  4401 


APOLLO  LABATTB 
fUMNERaMffH  0171 476S068  ce 
344  4444/CO  0000> 
“ANDREW  LLOYD 

tramcps 

BLOCXBUSTBTGdn 
JOSS’H  AND  THE  AMAZMQ 
TECHNBOLOR  DREAMCOAT 
sterling  PHJLUP  SCHORBJD 
FEB  22 -APR  20 


CAMBRIDGE  B0  icc  0171 484 
5D54cC&wtkgte^  312 1982/ 344 
4444  Ops  413  3321/  312 1070/ 
494564 


FAME 

7HEMUSCAL 
“TAME  B  A  FEEL-GOOO 
TRAAfittrl"  MaLfin  Sunday 
“BREATHTAKMO"  Independent 
Eves  7-30-  Mete  W*d&Ste  300 


COMEDY  BO  See  0171 389 1731 

«  017?  420  0000  (no  4*0*8^ 

ZOEWANAMAKERin 

the  glass  menaotie 

by  TENNESSEE  WAUAMS 
Deeded  by  Sam  Mandn 
Eva  730  Mate  Sri  300 
_ L2JTED  SEASON 


CRITERION  SS 1747/344  4444/ 
430000 

JONATHAN  HARVEY’S  ICW 

COMHJYHTT 


RUPERT  STREET 
LONB-Y  hearts  club 
“wfclwfly  tomy-tetanfly 
comic- DAW 
fuwSri  8.  Sal  4.  Ser  3  &  7 
-NB  2  StOi  PBffS  AT  2  A  7“ 
100  BEST  SEATS  AT 
ElOCHTtfPOOR 
DWLYtfiBffGHEPEPF 


I-ASfT  TWO  WEEKS 


DOUBWHUcIcaoea  0171 416 
6060/  0171 420 0000 
0171 416  607^413  22f/raaa» 

gbease 

SsatagRtoHARDCAUON 
OdSMUNIHAMNUS 
TW  WBW  A  tan,  fatal  tafc" 
DrfykSrw 

6a  73d  Mete  Wad  SWapm,, 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  -  APPLY 
DAILY  TO  BOX  OFFICE  _ 


DRURY  LATE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  cc  ®kg  be)  2<fr  7  days  0T71 484 
5000/344  4444/420  0000  Ops  «4 
5454/4133311/3126000 

MSS  SAIGON 

■THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TBE* 

NOW  WITS 

7TH  SENSAHOHALYEAR! 

&es7A5IOSMIed&%tSpn 

Qoodaaate  avaSlorWad  Mat 
A  som  perk -MUX 
PORTBSNIOME/POBTAL 


CALLB4S 

M714M  5060  SKO  Fg) 


DUCHESS  cc  0171 484  5070  CC  3« 
4444  (no  bftg  feril/eO  0000  Ml  lee) 
0171413  3&1  Eves  6pm.  Wed  rat 
3prn,Sri5prnS8to 
-A  SAUCY  COMEDY"  E  Sd 
NOW  M  ITS  5Bt  YEAR 


DON’T  DRESS 
FOB  DINNER 

•Yaoriou«lyOuhapeque"TJX4 


KJKEOFYOWCS0171838 
5122/9837  cc  420  COCO/344 
4444  (24  In.  m  feel 
ROYAL  COURT  CLASSICS 
terry  Goodman  Airing  OTutan 
ftedRaatm  TinWJer 

HYSTERIA 

Troy  Johracn-S  "CUSTARD  PIE  OF 
COHC  BRAiiANCE"  Time  Ori 
Seer  Cranady  Otar  AaroJ 
FOR2WSCSONLY 
&»730,l«Thu 
(25  Jan  orly)  5  Sri  3X0 
Freml  Frixuery 
Devld  Storey's  apt 
THE  CHAMBBIQ  ROOM  _ 


FORTUE  SO  6  CC  0171 836 
2238/0171 3126033 

DAW  AMJREW 

ME  HAV&J. 


THE  WOMAN  W  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Stephen  I  Mtari 
-A  tori  Bari  <*  homa"  S.Ttee» 
HOW  M  ITS  7TH  YEAR 
UroSeiawtaB  Tta  3cm  Sri  jgm 


FORTUNE  Onv J3dn  0171 83B  2238 
BJZASETH  MAN8RELD  H 


MAES 


Bast  Adreao  ta  a  Marica! 

OOrtar  Awards  T9S6 
EVERY  SUMPAr»«^»» 


GAHBCK  0171 484  5006/ 
0171 312  *90  (nettgkri 
WDMEROF 
18  MAJOR  AWARDS 
The  Royal  Hatkwal 


jBPriesttey's 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

-THWJLB40-MUST  BE  SBE»T 
DMtd 

“ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
NTtUOCATINa,  THEATRICALLY 
MAQMAT1VE  EXPBBEHCES 
OF  THE  1990a“LS 
■TWO  HOURS  OF 
BmfiUOLMG,  VISUALLY 
STUNNMQ  DRAMA"D.Tri 
FD4AL  LONDON  SEASON 
Mavfn  7.45,  Sri  500  8  8 15, 
_ Wedmri230 _ 


HAYMARKET  330  6800 
ce  344  4444/420  0000  (Mg  M 

THE  PETSt  HALL  CO^ANY 

Hartte  Shaw  Anna  Carteret 

Peony  Downte  DartdYritend 

Mtehari  Daoteoa  DricteQrey 
OSCAR  WADES 

AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND 

Eva  7  4S,  Mate  Wed  &  Sri  300 
14WraCSOM-Y 
EXTRA  THURS  MAT  TODAY 


m  MAJESTY’S  24hr  W454Q0 
Mg  tael  CC  344  4444/420  0000(bfcg 
tea)  (fo  484  5e^T3  3311/930  6123 
ANDREW  LLOYD  VBSBER’S 
AWARD  WWNWQ  MUStoAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

DtectedbyHAROUJPRWCE 
NOW  BK&  TO  DEC  88 

Eves  7/45  Uste  Wed  S  Sri  30a 

kptert  Bor  Orica  date  lor  Wtuna. 


LOWON  PALLADIUM  00/CC 
0171 484  503V344  4444ptktwv 
del  4200000  apr 0171 420  OfflD 

JHDALE 

FETLFNS  TO  THE  WEST  BO 
“A  MAJOR  THEATRICAL 

EYBfr  DriyMri 


0LIVS2 

2ND  SPECTACULAR  YEAR 
•LJ0W3.  BABTS  MASTSWECE 
YOU  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORE* 
STknei 

Eva  730  Uris  Wed  5  Sri  231 

S0IE  0000  SEATS  AVAL 


LYRIC  Shrite  AvaBO/(x017l  494 
SSBOoeOW  344  4444  (ho  tee} 


Graham  Turner 


H0BS0N*S  CHOICE 

byHKtadBrighoiEa 
-MAGMnceNT^anMrmg  teri 
brims  wih  terghter"  DTta 
“ftank  Hwaarti  detokuly  pqron 
ratal  rs  A  DEUGKT1  Sid 
Eves  730  Mate  Ru&  Sri  300 
LAST  WEEK  BOS  SAT 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171  SB 
2252  Qps  0171  620  074124rir 
cct*B  tee  0171 420  0000 
OLIVIER  TonX  Toma  7.1$  A 
UTTLE  NK3HT  MUSIC  Music  & 
hncs  by  Stephen  Soretwro.  bock  rtf 
KjghWieefer 

LYTTELTON  TonX  Tana  730 
ROSENCHANTZ  A 
OULMNSTEHN  ARE  DEAD  Tan 
Stoppard 

COTTESLOETonT  730  VKXJN 
TME  Kro  Csmpbri.  TonTt6pm 
PLATFORM:  THE  SEN  WHO 
KNOW _ 


NEW  IOM30N  Dnry  Lota  WC2  BO 
0171 405  0072  CC  0171 404  «BS  2#» 
01713444444/4200000 
Gras  0171 4133311/8306123 
TW  AKHEW  UXJYD  WfflBBV 
TARJOTWTBWtoWL 
AWNCWNWGUU9CAL 


CATS 

Eves  7.45  Mels  T)a  A  Sri  300 
LATECOMERS  NOT  ADMTTED 
WHLEALOrtoHUIBM 
MOTON,  PlEASE  BE  PROWn. 
Bare  open  al  645 

UNTIED  Na  OF  8EATB  AVAL 
DAK.Y  FROM  BOX  OFFICE. 


OLD  VC  Oin  82B  6655/312  003* 

The  Royal  Keriota  Ttwaftw'B 

THE  WIND  IN 
'fflE  WILLOWS 

“AN  ABSOLUTE  WWMBTTmB 
Ori 

HATCMfSS 
PEHFQWANCE£_ 
Unsa-Y  ENCHANTOO-A 
SMALL  MASTERPffiCETJaiyMei 
-A  WDKSniL  EVB6MOT.T 
“AN  HWESIS7MLE 
PBCEOFTHEATRe’UB 
Bodfagto30tadiQ96 
Mon-Sri  730pm. 
Wsd8Srimaa23X»Ti 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171-434  0909 
cc34hrs(blqptart0171-344 
4444  Gips  0171 4133311 
THE  WORLDS  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LESMISERABLES 
nowm  rrsimi 
RECOTO-SREAIONO  YEAR 
Eves  730  Uris  ThiA  Sri  230 
lriaxnvs  ntf  arirtttsd 
unfltoeintaral 
LMIE3NO  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DALY  FROM  BOCOFRCE 


PHOEICX  BO/CC  0171 30 1733 
/344  4444/420  0000  (lert 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Oteisr/Onro  *w«s 

PtaysAPtayere/korNwebAwante 

WILLY  RUSSELL’S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

STB>HANE  LAWRENCE 
STEFAN  DENNIS  CARL  WAYNE 
-Bitags  tea  mafience  to  la  leaL 
end  raotog  tts  eppravaT  D  VSai 

Eves  7.45  Tttvs  3  5al  4 


PiCCADALY  0171 388 1734 
cc24hrs  344  4444, 
Grps312  197Q/4T33321 

•WINNER!* 


BEST  MUSICAL 

Enuring  Standard  Award  -M 

BEST  MUSICAL 

BEST  ACTTE8S  M  A  MUSICAL 
Camfcte  OCoroa 
96  OteW  Avoid  Nartnetens 

MACK  &  MABEL 

THE  HOLLYWOOD  ROMANCE 
ItohSri  M  7.45 
Mete  Wed  A  Sri  ri  300 


PRMCE  SIWAIHJ0171  734  B351 
cc(3«¥  no  big  tart  FW  Cri  4200W 
/  0171  344  4444  Groups  930  6123. 

SESTMUSTCAL 
Laurence  OMer  Aarante  S3 
-YOU'D  BE  CRAZY  TO  HISS  IT 
DJfri 


CRAZY  FOR  YOU 

-PUTS  THE  BRUNT  UQHIS 
RACK  M  THE  WEST  BOH 
DAZZUNG  STYLE”  IU  On  Sui 
Evee7.fi.  IMS  Thu  &  Sri  300 
GOOD  SEATS  A  VAttABLE 
THBWEBt 
LASTS  WEEKS 


PRHCE  TOWARD  0171 447  5400 
Fat  Cri  42D  0KD  (24l«  Bkg  tort 
344  4444  &n*s  420  0200 
Cameron  Madontaeh  accents 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

AFtavliuscsJby 

BOLBLLS  SOONEBlG 
FROM  22  MAY  T396  __ 


PLAYHOUSE  0171 839  4401 
/W7?  420  JJD0CiW71  344  4444 
SYLVIA  SYMSJENRY  McGEE 
LYM2A  BARON 
TREVOR  BANMBTBI 
RAY  COONEY.  PETER  BJJS 
RONALDfflDQE 
ft  RODNEY  BEVIES 
H  RAY  COONEY'S 
NEW  COMEDY  MT 

FUNNY  MONEY 

NOMHATED  BEST  COMEDY 
1896  OLIVER  AWARDS 
“LAUGHS  GALORE- 
AWHOBTD  E*p 
“Better  than  Feydeau... 
prfc  etai"D.  Tel 

Mro-SrilU&>taR'»ani,Sri5J0 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  LONDON 

(0171 63B  8691) 
BARBCAN: 

LES  ENFAN1S  DU  PARADIS 
pravcnretan23  Jan 
1>C  PIT:  SLAUGHTER  CITY 
Toil  7.15 

STRATFORD  (01789  295623) 
-RST.  RICHARD  MTOI1730 
5WMN.  FAUST  I  Totoy  300  FAUST 
■  Torft  730 

TOP:  THE  PHOEMCIAN  WOMEN 
Today  130  5  730  __ 


SAVOY  0171  8368883 
cc  0171 420  0100  (no  bhg  tort 

ANGELA  THORNE 
COMMUNICATING 
DOORS 

by  ALAN  AYCKBOURN 


Nominated  Baal  Comedy 
Otvter  Aarante  1996 

-A  IfiLODRAMARC  COhBJY 
1HRlBtWM3B*UlY  RA«Y 
AM)  GENUtB-Y  SCARY*  D.TS 
“Vrih  tne  aritence  n  ftm 
ROMBfi  WITH  LAUGHTER  Al® 
LEAFMG  FORWARD  N  H6GHT 
Mapendari 

Fwa  730  Uris  Wad  &  Sri  300 
OPBTS29  JAM 


atAFTESBUHY  0171 8195309 
0171 344  4444  p4f»/hotfcg  ten) 

.  Gnoupe  01 71  4133321 

TOMMY 

PAULKEATWO  KBIWLDE 
AaTonvuy  AaltaWaBtar 

PrwaTO20FobnBrr-Qp«w5Mrith 


ST  MARTWS  0171 836 1443  (no 
tta  tort  0171 487  5877  p*g  ba) 
Grates  0171 312 1994  (no  teg  toe) 
Eves  6.  Toes  Zfi,  Sri  5  &  8 
44th  Year  ol  Agstea  ChrisUe'a 
THE  MOUSETRAP 


STRAND  TIEATRE  Bn  Oft  &  CC 
(no  lee}  0171  930  MO 
cc  (teg  tea)  0171  344  4444/420  0000 
Groups  0171  413  3321/0171  9300123 

•BUDDY* 

The  Buddy  Hofty  Story 
“BRSUANT"  Sun 


•BUDDY* 

“WONDERFUL  STUFF"  Sun  Tri 

•BUDDY* 

Tuas-Tlurs  80  Fti  530  &  630 
Sets  500  &  930,  Suns  4X0 
ALL  SEATS  1/2  PUCE  FH  530  PBf 

7Wr  HEAVENLY  YEAR 


VICTORIA  PALACE  BO  ft  CC  (no 
toe}  0171 B34 1317  cc  (teg  tee)  0171 
3444444/312  1386/437  9877 
Groups  0171  312 1997  (no  fee) 
/C171 930  6123  (teg  lu/ 

1996  OLIVER  AWARDS 
Nomlnettone 


•BEST  MUSICAL* 
J0LS0N 


•BEST  ACTOR* 

to  a  musical 

BRIAN  CONLEY 
•BEST  SUPPORTING 
ARTISTE* 


(a  a  musical 


JOHN  BENNETT 
V0LS0N* 


“Worth  waBdng  a  nriBan  iritos  to 
aae"Dltai 

Evge  MmSai  730.  Mris  WM  ft  Sal 
100 

NOW  BOOtONB  TO  2M>  SB^f 


VAUDEWLLE  0171 836  9967  cc 
420  COOHOW  4444  (no  teg  tap) 
•Tor  a  spedtSrtg,  effecUonata 

and  hisriotts  availing  fa  tap 

theatre,  go  and  aae 
The  RSC  pradueOwi  of 


THE  SHAKESPEARE 


REVUE" 

TheTmes 

“TWa  hugely  wfoyaHa  show" 
Daly  Triegnph 
Mot-Fn  aOOpm  Sri  830pm 
tea  Wed  230an  Sri  530011 


WlSTEHALL  369  1735/344  4444/ 
4200000 

“BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

lNTOWH_HtlLUANTXtoS 

ROY  0RBIS0N  STORY 

GUEST-STARMG  PJ.  PROBT 
K  PRICE  FRISJOPERF 
TuBsThuB.Fti.Sri530ft830.Sai4 


WYNDHAMS0171 3G9 1736 
(no  ten  tee) 

KBCHAB.  UA 

QAUON  WILLIAMS 

SKYLIGHT 

by  DAVID  HAPE 
Drecled  by  FSCHARD  EYRE 
The  aoUtal  pradadlcn  at  the 
Royri  NattonalThaatra 
now  trenetore  tor  10  teeaka  only 
_ from  14  Feb _ 


WYHOHAirS 389 174^344  4444 

CHEEK  BY  JOWL 

1>E  DUCHESS  OF  MALR 
“Ghnply  Etocbtlytog’^riepaxL 
Last  Two  Weeks 

Eves730Ma>B'Thua&Sal230 


298,000  readers  of  this  section 
go  to  the  theatre  at  least  once 
*  every  2/3  months. 


To  advertise  in  The  Times 
theatre  listings  please  call  our 
sales  team  on  0171  481  1982 
or  fax  0171  481  9313. 


All  major  credit  cards  accepted 


-?-V-..:5.c-5-  --am'— 
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40  BOOKS 


Andrew  Roberts 


_ _  THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY 18 1996 

examines  Churchill’s  wartime  advice,  and  finds  a  hint  of  new  Labour  in  the  Conservatives’  postwar  wandering? 

-  - *~ -  -  -  -  trwAn  imH  hio 


< [lit* 


When  Winston  Chur- 
dull  and  Reginald 
Maudling  sat  down 
to  write  the  Leaders 
Speech  for  die  Tory  party  confer¬ 
ence  of  1947  it  slowly  dawned  on 
Maudling  that,  despite  his  assur¬ 
ances  to  R.A.  Buder  that  spring, 
Churchill  had  not  actually  read  the 
Industrial  Charter,  the  crucial 
declaration  of  party  polity  indus¬ 
trial  matters.  So  Maudling  handed 
him  a  paragraph  summarising  it 
—  centralisation,  high  employ¬ 
ment  produced  by  government, 
strong  trade  unions,  no  denation¬ 
alisation,  equal  pay,  increased 
spending  on  training,  joint  produc¬ 
tion  councils,  co-partnership 
schemes  —  and  Churchill  said  he 
did  not  agree  with  a  word  of  it 
"Well,  sir,"  answered  the  hapless 
speech  writer,  "this  is  what  the 
conference  has  adopted."  “Oh 
well,"  said  Church  Hi.  “leave  it  in." 

For  all  the  possible  self-parody 
in  the  tale,  it  could  serve  as  the 
leitmotif  for  the  postwar  age  of 
Churchill  and  Eden.  Inattention  to 
detail,  lack  of  interest  in  domestic 
issues,  laziness  over  party  policy 
and  a  general  drift  towards  social 
democracy  led  by  Butler  and 
Harold  Macmillan.  Soon  after  the 
charter  was  adopted.  Macmillan 


Drifting  away  from  victory 


THE  AGE  OF 
CHURCHILL  AND 
EDEN 

By  John  Ramsden 

Longman.  £55 

CHURCHILL  AND  THE 
PROF 

By  Thomas  Wilson 

Cassell.  £25 

wrote  to  Butler  congratulating  him 
and  saying  that  its  right-wing 
opponents,  such  as  Waldron 
Smithers,  Sir  Herbert  Williams 
and  Ralph  Ass  he  ton.  thought  it 
“milk  and  water  socialism,  which 
perhaps  it  is.  but . . .  there  does  not 
seem  to  me  much  harm  in  this". 

John  Ramsden’s  book,  the  Latest 
edition  of  the  long-running  and 
excellent  Longman  History  of  the 
Conservative  Party,  is  a  well 
researched,  objective  study  of  the 
locust  years  when  the  Tory  Wets 
took  over  the  party  from  the 


Glad  to  bear 
the  stamp  of 
lowly  origin 


“  r  |  The  proper  study  of  man- 
I  kind  is  man."  I  always 

X  thought  that  ft>pe*  conclu¬ 
sion  represented  a  hopelessly  limit¬ 
ed  view  of  things.  There  was  a  time 
when  I  spent  every  day  chasing  the 
same  pride  of  12:  surely  the  proper 
study  of  mankind  is  lion. 

I  lived  in  an  ebony  glade  which  I 
shared  with  a  troop  of  baboons. 
The  sound  of  their  squabbles  and 
the  sight  of  their  peacemaking  was 
an  aspect  of  daily  routine,  but  I  did 
not  warm  to  them.  They  were  my 
dosest  relatives  in  the  African 
bush;  perhaps  that  was  why  I 
found  them  the  least  sympathetic. 

The  hamadryas  baboon,  revered 
by  the  Ancient  Egyptians  and  the 
subject  of  this  absorbing  book,  is 
perhaps  even  more  disquieting. 
The  males  are  much  bigger  than 
the  females,  and 
wear  an  elaborate 
mantle  of  silky  fen 
but  this  reaches 
barely  to  the  hups 
“leaving  his  bottom 
bare,  and  to  our 
sensibilities,  embar- 
as singly  unprotect¬ 
ed  ...  furthermore, 
the  large  penis  is 
driven  exuberantly 
erect  even  by  friend¬ 
ly  interest  and  the 
red  hindquarters 
are  resplendent  at 
any  time." 

Add  to  this  fe¬ 
males  whose  rear 
ends  swell  and  glow 
when  they  become 
sexually  receptive, 
and  it  is  clear  we  are 
entering  a  minefield 
of  behavioural  pos¬ 
sibilities. 

The  study  of  ani¬ 
mal  behaviour  re¬ 
mains  a  problem  for 
proper  scientists. 

The  search  far  objec¬ 
tivity  too  often  in¬ 
volves  an  act  of 
denial:  they  dare  not 
incline  towards  the 
error  of  sentimental¬ 
ity.  Anthropomor¬ 
phism  is  seen  as  the 
sin  of  witchcraft:  yet  The  han 

all  observers  know  theTuta 

that  understanding  treasure 

can  only  come  from 
sympathy  with  species,  with 
groups,  with  individuals. 

Rummer's  account,  translated  by 
M.  Ann  BiedermaivThorson.  of 
tracking  down  these*  elusive  ani¬ 
mals  in  the  Danakil  Desert  has  a 
thoroughly  enjoyable  amount  of 
speculation  and  subjectivity,  far  it 
is  the  bold  personal  document  of  a 
scientist  whose  reputation  is  safe. 
So:  why  spend  your  life  studying 
monkeys?  Well,  we  can  start  with  a 
narrow  objective,  and  ask  —  as 
Rummer.  Professor  of  Ethology  at 
the  University  of  Zurich,  does  — 
what  the  hamadryas  baboon  teach¬ 
es  us  about  ourselves. 

For  example,  the  baboons  who 
live  in  zoos,  under  conditkms  of 
enforced  idleness,  liberated  from 


The  hamadryas  in 
the  Tutankhamun 

treasure  (1340  BC) 


Simon  Barnes 

IN  QUEST OFTHE 
SACRED  BABOON: 
A  Scientist’s  Journey 
By  Hans  Knmmer 

Prince ron  University  Press,  £20 


(or  crippled  by  the  removal  of)  the 
demands  of  making  a  living  — 
finding  food,  avoiding  becoming 
food  —  have  developed  a  measur¬ 
ably  more  elaborate,  perhaps  decar 
dent,  social  life. 

One  group  developed  what 
Rummer  calls  “the  mantle  cult",  in 
which  the  lone  adult  male*  furry 
doak  became  an  object  of  some¬ 
thing  very  like  veneration:  constant 
and  obsessive  grooming  of  the  male 

_  by  the  rest  of  the 

group  became  a  ma¬ 
jor  part  of  daily  life: 
something  neither 
Rummer  nor  any 
other  observer  has 
seen  in  the  wild.  In 
this  we  can  see 
something  like  sym¬ 
bol,  religion,  and  its 
development  in  “dv- 
flised"  (zoo-like?)  life 
—  if  we  wish. 

But  Rummer 
finds  the  profound- 
est  joys  in  what  he 
terms  "the  Adam  ex¬ 
perience".  the  illu¬ 
sion  of  "an  existence 
before  humans  had 
appeared  and  began 
to  change  every¬ 
thing".  This  is  pre¬ 
cisely  what  I  felt 
mysril.  when  !  sat 
silent  in  the  forest 
with  a  bushbuck  un¬ 
aware  and  five 
yards  from  my  foot 
But  he  still 
savours  “the  zoolo¬ 
gist's  dream  of 
being  accepted  by 
wild  animals,  nour¬ 
ished  by  Kipling’s 
Mowgli  and  Loft- 
frig's  Dr  Do  little". 
These  were  the  he- 
dryas  in  roes  of  my  own 

khamun  youth,  although  I 

1340  BC)  really  wanted  to  be 

Bagheera,  the  black 
panther.  It  is  pan  of  the  dream  of 
improving  the  human  condition  by 
attempting  escape  from  it:  to  seek 
wisdom  beyond  species,  among  our 
fellow-mammals. 

Not  for  what  they  can  teach  us 
about  ourselves,  but  for  their  own 
sake.  And  not  for  the  sake  of  the 
objective  gathering  of  facts  and 
observations,  either.  Rummer 
writes:  “Pure  research  has  its  origin 
in  the  subjective,  in  a  human 
being's  almost  unconscious  but 
powerful  longing  to  feel  at  home  in 
the  greater  order  of  things." 

Religion,  he  says,  is  (he  oldest 
path  for  the  search.  Kummer 
happened  to  choose  the  way  of  the 
sacred  baboon;  why  not?  The 
proper  study  of  mankind  is  life. 


his  scientific  and  economic  adviser 


Germany  fe  the  1930s  and  his 
defencecrf the  Bomba- Command 
offensive.  On  the  debit  side,  per¬ 
haps.  is  his  support  for  Morgen- 
thiirir  plan  to  pastoraltse 
Germany,  his  advocacy  of  aerial 
mines,  his  quarrels  with  Sir  Heruy 
TJzanJ  over  radar  and  almost  all 
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Churchill's  humour  finds  favour  with  Anthony  Eden  at  the  1953  Conservative  Party  conference 


Ch am betl ainites  and  made  it  a 
social  democratic  rather  than  au¬ 
thentically  Tory  organisation. 

If  you  want  to  read  the  charter, 
whose  application  under  Butskell- 
ism  did  so  much  damage  to 


competitiveness,  productivity  and 
sterling,  just  wait  for  new  Labour’s 
election  manifesto. 

One  of  Butler's  braver  ideas  — 
though  not  one  which  he  was  in 
the  end  willing  to  make  a  resigna¬ 


tion  issue  —  was  the  propagation 
of  Operation  Robot,  a  scheme  to 
make  sterling  convertible  in  1952. 
It  was  scuppered  by  Churchill's 
.  memories  of  the  Gold  Standard 
debade  and  the  machinations  of 


Statistical  Office,  Thomas  Wilson. 

Albert  Einstein  called  Unde-  . 
mann  "the  last  of  the  great 
Florentines".  Wilson,  now  Emeri¬ 
tus  Professor  of  Political  Economy 
at  Glasgow  University,  in  a.  book 
that  is  more  a  series  of  essays  than 
a  comprehensive  biography,  ex¬ 
plains  why.  There  was  hardly  a 
significant  political,  scientific  or 
economic  issue  between  1921  and 
1955.  on  which  he  was  not  a 
convinced  and  combative  cam¬ 
paigner. 

uke  any  expert,  he  must  be 
judged- oh  results.  On  the  credit 
side  must  be  his  work  opposing^ 
appeasement,  on  .  the  anti- 
Luftwaffe  aerial  beams,  discover- 
.  ing-  how  to  save  aircraft  from 
spinning  out  of  control  (at  consid¬ 
erable  risk  to  his  own  life),  helping 
Jewish  scientists  to  escape 
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relished  the  politically  utoorrect, 
once  asking  an  idealistic  colleague: 
"What  is  this  foolish  proposal  to 
abolish  hunger?" 

Most  prime  ministers 
have  extra-sped  al 
advisers  —  Ton 
Jones,  Sir  Horace 
Wilson,  Marcia  Falkender  and 
Alan  Walters  all  gave  non-depart- 
raental  advice  free  of  fear  and 
favour.  Lin  demand,  however,  who 
could  in  Churchill’s  words  "ex¬ 
plain  to  me  in  tod^  homely  terms 
what  the  issues  were."  was  the 
greatest  of  them  all.  This  book, 
which  takes  advantage  of  the 
expiry  of  the  30  and  50-year  rules 
in  a  way  earlier  biographiescould 
not.  triumphantly  succeeds  in  fill¬ 
ing  a  pap  in  the  Intellectual  history 
of  the  Second  World  War. 


The  handwritten  scrolls  of  the  Torah,  demonstrating  the  need  to  preserve  Jewish  tradition  (from  Symbols  of  Judaism  by  Marc-Alain  Qualm  in.  Editions  Assouline,  £35) . 


THE  NAZI  attempt  at  genodde  did 
not  destroy  us.  despite  killing  six 
million.  Postwar  anti-Semitism  in 
Eastern  Europe  did  not  destroy  us. 
despite  virulent  attacks  in  Poland, 
determined  suppression  under 
communism,  and  shameful  lan¬ 
guage  in  Croatia  and  Hungary. 
Bernard  Wasserstein  argues  that 
what  is  now  destroying  the  Jews  of 
Europe  is  our  own  apathy.  Our 
birthrate  is  falling.  Our  attachment 
to  Judaism  is  dwindling.  Our 
intermarriage  rate  is  rising.  We  are 
destroying  ourselves. 

Wasserstein  is  an  impressive 
British-born  historian,  teaching  at 
Brandeis  University  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Like  me.  he  finds  a  sense  of 
Jewish  future  —  in  terms  of 
scholarship  —  in  .America,  not  in 
Europe,  though  Jewish  scholarship 
is  growing  slowly  here  owing  to 
dedicated  campaigners.  Jews  and 
non-Jews  alike.  But  the  centre  has 
shifted,  from  the  great  traditional 
centres  of  Eastern  Europe,  and  the 
heights  of  modem,  academic  study 
of  Judaism  in  Germany,  before  the 
war.  to  America  and  Israel,  where 
Jewish  studies  are  commonplace 
on  university  campuses. 

He  likens  the  Jewish  communi¬ 
ties  of  Europe  to  the  andent 
community  of  Kaifeng  in  China. 


The  purpose  of  survival 


Jews  went  there  on  the  Silk  Road, 
and  a  community  persisted  for 
eight  centuries  before  merging  into 
the  surrounding  culture.  We  Euro¬ 
pean  Jews  will  also  persist  by 
analogy,  but  will  eventually  forget 
why  we  still  carry  out  a  few  Jewish 
rituals,  and  gradually  assimilate 
completely  into  the  surrounding 
secularism. 

Or  will  we?  I  take  this  intensely 
personally,  as  a  British  Jewess  of 
German  origins.  Whether  we  dis¬ 
appear  is  up  to  us.  Wasserstein 
suggests  some  ways  out  of  the 
apathy,  including  the  replacement 
gradually,  of  Jewish  religious  ob¬ 
servance.  clearly  on  the  decline, 
with  Jewish  "culture". 

THIS  WAS  first  suggested  serious¬ 
ly  by  the  French  Jewish  intellectual 
Richard  Mariensiras,  who  argued 
that  we  could  be  Jews  without 
necessarily  bring  Jewish  by  reli¬ 
gion  or  by  identification  with 
Zionist  nationalism,  the  two  main 
ways  we  have  identified  ourselves 
since  the  Second  World  War.  His 
answer  lay  in  a  renewal  of  Jewish 
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vanishing  diaspora 

The  Jews  in  Europe 
since  1945 

By  Bernard  Wasserstein 
Hamish  Hamilton,  £20 


languages  (Wasserstein  also  ar¬ 
gues  that  one  cannot  have  “culture" 
without  language)  such  as  Yiddish 
and  Ladino:  in  the  study  of  Jewish 
history:  and  in  a  "cultural  politics 
of  the  diaspora". 

Wasserstein  does  not  believe  this 
is  likely,  thought  he  gives  it  some 
credence.  1  believe  it  is  possible, 
though  languages  will  be  relatively 
unimportant.  If  we  can  get  our¬ 
selves  away  from  an  obsession 
merely  with  surviving,  and  begin 
to  see  a  purpose  in  our  survival,  if 
we  find  messages  in  Judaism  about 
the  nature  of  family,  community, 
and  society  to  be  shared  with  others 
irrespective  of  our  personal  belief 
in  God  or  lack  of  it,  then  we  might 
be  able  to  create  a  “cultural  politics 


of  the  diaspora".  If  we  can  also 
welcome  those  non-Jews  who  mar¬ 
ry  our  children,  drawing  them  into 
our  community  rather  than  seek¬ 
ing  to  deny  than,  we  might  both 
make  a  stab  at  keeping  our 
numbers  up.  and  increase  our 
intellectual  and  moral  strength. 

For  Wasserstein  is  right  when  he 
says,  we  will  not  succeed  by 
sectarian  Jewish  day-school  educa¬ 
tion,  despite  it  being  seen  as  the 
panacea  for  all  fife  by  Jewish 
leaders.  The  experience  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  with  its 
long  history  of  separate  schooling, 
has  not  been  to  increase  obser¬ 
vance,  nor  even  identification.  Nor 
wil  1  we  do  it  by  Zionist  enthusiasm. 
The  survival,  should  it  happen,  has 
to  come  out  of  our  own  conviction 
that  there  is  within  Judaism  —its 
history,  its  cultures,  its  moral 
values,  its  religion,  any  aspect  of  its 
bring  —  that  which  is  worth 
presaving.  We  cannot  maintain 
identity  by  bullying  our  young.  But 
we  should  be  able,  in  our  families 
and  our  communal  organisations, 
to  enthuse  them  for  something  so 
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exdting  intellectually,  spiritually  - 
and  morally  that  they  would  wish  •  / 
to  seek,  it  for  themselves.  If  the  '■ 
excitement  about  values  is  there, 
then  the  absence  of  anti-Semitism,  ■  M. 
the  acceptance  in  the  wider  world.  •: 
will  not  kill  our  community  by  ■- 
kindness.  But  if  we  cannot  find  i-r. 
anything  worthwhile  in  our  heri-  ;  a 
tage,  or  do  not  even  look,  then  we 
will  disappear.  ■  .  ' 

THE  WORLD1  from  which  my 
family  comes,  the  rich  world  of  -  . . 
German  Jewry,  was  destroyed  in  - 
hatred.  The  world  in  which  I  have 
grown  up.  of  liberal  tolerant  Brit- 
ain  with  its  acceptance  of  Jews  post- 
„war;  has  a  place  for  a  culturally,  .. 
religiously  and  historically  diverse 
group  friths  midst,  which  has  a 
contribution  to  make  to  the  com-  \ 
mon  good.  Unlike  Wasserstein,  I 
believe  that  in  Britain  and  France. . '  ^ 
if  our  communal  leadership  were  to  . . 
be  braver,  more  tolerant  of  those  -v 
whose  Jewish  status  is  dubious, . 
and  less  willing  to  give  in  to  those  ' 
who  say  we  must  keep  our  group  . 
“purely  Jewish"  by  dismissing  -v 
those  who  intermarny,  ’we  could  • 
still  have  a  chance  cf  surviving,  k 
and  prospering,  and  bringing  '  ., 
something  of  spiritual  and  moral  - , 
value  into  the  wider  domain.  '  >\ 
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As  the 
butcher 
turns  to 
dust 


Few  novels  of  this  century  have 
taken  on  the  weight  of  mod¬ 
em  myth,  but  William  Faulk¬ 
ner'S  As  I  Lay  Dying  is  one  of  them, 
a  tortuous  masterpiece  about  the 
Bundren  family's  journey  to  bury 
their  mother,  their  lives  unravel¬ 
ling  while  her  corpse  festers  on  the 
back  of  their  cart  Rage,  rivalry, 
illegitimacy,  unwanted  pregnancy, 
madness  and  the  brutal  elements 
conjoin  to  conjure  a  furious  but 
transcendent  vision  of  the 
Bundrens,  and  of  the  American 
South  that  spawned  them. 

In  the  hands  of  an  uncertain 
talent,  any  reworking  of  this  narrar 
tive — and  particularly  a  contempo¬ 
rary,  British  reworking  —  would  be 
folly,  an  invitation  to  bathos;  but 
Graham  Swift's  new  novel.  Last 
Orders  is  a  triumphant,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  redemptive,  adaptation  of 
Faulkner's  classic.  It  too,  is  the  tale 
of  a  journey  to  a  burial  and  in  its 
telling  Swift  has  taken  up  Faulk¬ 
ner's ‘device  of  alternating  named 
monologues.  The  novel  is  punctuat¬ 
ed  with  more  specific  debts  to  its 
predecessor,  both  in  form  and  in 
detail:  and  yet  Last  Orders  is  not 
mere  pastiche.  A  resonant  work  of 
art  in  its  own  right  it  confirms  its 
author  as  one  of  his  generation's 
finest,  with  an  imagination  of  rare 
immediacy  and  vitality. 

As  perhaps  befits  its  English-: 
ness,  the  novel  explores 
largely  die  turmoil  of  an 
older  generation  rather  than  the 
demons  of  the  young.  Four  men 
embark  upon  a  day-trip  from 
Bermondsey  to  Margate  to  scatter 
the  ashes  of  the  deceased  butcher. 
Jack  Dodds,  in  accordance  with  his 
last  request.  The  youngest  among 
them,  his  adopted  son  Vince,  is  over 
40.  a  flashy  car  salesman  who 
spurned  his  father's  trade.  The 
other  three  —  Ray  "Lucky"  John¬ 
son,  a  man  with  a  knack  for  the 
horses;  a  bellicose  fruit  and  veg 
stall  owner  named  Lenny  Tate;  and 
Vic  Tucker,  the  dignified  undertak¬ 
er  —  are  Jade's  closest  friends,  for 
whom  his  death  is  a  reminder  that 
they  too.  are  nearing  the  end  of 
life's  road.  And  yet  they  set  off  in 
Vince's  borrowed  Mercedes,  on  a 
sun-filled  morning,  in  an  aura  not 
of  doom  but-  of  festivity:  “like  it's 
something  Jade  has  done  for  us.  so 
as  to  make  us  feel  special  so  as  to-. 
give  us  a  treat"  ■ 

The  ..route  to  Margate  offers 
unforeseen  detours  —  to  Rochester, . 
to  the  naval  memorial  at  Chatham, 
to  a  country  hillside  in  Kent  and  to 
Canterbury  Cathedral  —  and  pro¬ 
vides  each  of  the  travellers  with  his 
own  winding  path  of  recollection, 
remorse  and  reprieve.  What 
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Graham  Swift  the  deceptive  simplicity  of  his  writing  only  adds  to  the  power  of  his  latest  novel 


emerges  is  not  only  the  pattern  of 
almost  gothic  tragedy  that  has 
touched  them  ail  but  intimations  of 
their  entire  Cockney  world:  of  small 
businesses  passed  from  father  to 
son.  of  Smithfield  market  at  dawn, 
of  hours  in  the  local  pub  and  the 
betting  shop.  In  this  solidity  there  is 
both  solace  and  deadening  limita¬ 
tion,  but  every  man  in  .the 
Mercedes  has  nurtured  his  share  erf 
secret  dreams. 

The.  -  novel  -offers  voice  to  the 
absoit  . women,  too:  to  Mandy. 
Virice’swife  and  above  all  to  Amy, 
Jack's  widow,,  who  has  declined  to 
join  the  men.  “My  own  journey  to 
make.  Their  journey  and  mine  . . . 
this  is  where  1  belong,  upstairs  on 
this  bus . . .  Neither  here  nor  there, 
just  travelling  in  between",  she 
reflects,  on  her  way  instead  to  visit 
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her  severely  retarded  daughter 
June.  June  has  been  the  central 
tragedy  of  Amy  and  Jade's  life,  tire 
wedge  between  them  arid  their 
unbreakable  band.  If  June  is  lost  to 
perpetual  silence,  so  too  are  the 
other  men's  daughters:  Ray’s  Susie, 
long  gone  to  Australia,  Lenny's 
shunned  Sally,  who  once  loved,  and 
was  loved  by,  Vince  Dodds;  and 
Vince’s  own  Kath,  traded  for  a  car 
sale  to  one  of  Vince's  clients. 

As  in  As  I  Lay  Dying  the  funeral 
trip  teases  to  the  surface  the  roiling 


resentments  and  agonies  of  years; 
but  Swift,  in  Last  Orders  allows  for 
reconciliation,  and  even  for  hope. 
And  while  Faulkner’s  talent  was  ro 
write  himself  into  each  of  his 
characters,  to  insert  improbable, 
magnificent  passages  of  articula¬ 
tion  into  tiie  minds  of  his  creations. 
Swift  has  chosen  to  efface  his 
writeriiness  almost  entirely  from 
This  book:  there  is  a  deceptive 
simplicity  in  the  novel's  diction,  a 
captivating  authenridty.  in  the 
voices  it  projects.  This  difference 
may  bespeak  the  distance  between 
the  daring  of  genius  and  the  control 
of  excellence,  between  the  work  and 
the  reworking;  but  readers  should 
be  in  no  doubt  that  Last  Orders  is 
an  extremely  fine  novel,  a  surpass¬ 
ing  testament  to  Swift's  vibrant  and 
powerful  gifts. 


Rachel  Cusk  on  a  strike  at  Martin  Amis’s  domain 

Feeding  time  at 
the  English  zoo 


English  Settlement 
wants  to  be  a  big  book;  a 
very  big  book.  The  big¬ 
gest  book,  as  Martin 
Amis  might  say:  so  this  is  Amis' 
world  we  are  dropping  in  on.  an 
abbreviated  tourist's  trail  around 
the  eschatological  highlights  of 
post-modern  urban  life:  a  morn¬ 
ing  in  the  museum  of  decaying 
culture,  into  the  rotting  heart  of 
the  class  system  for  lunch,  and 
then  out  in  time  to  watch  our 
guide  lift  with  the  toe  of  his 
elegant  boot  the  rock  thar  Eng¬ 
land  squirms  under  and  let  it 
come  thudding  down  again. 

Set  in  a  penumbral.  ubiqui¬ 
tously  littered  1990s  London,  the 
novel  purports  to  be  the  narrative 
of  Scott  Marshall,  an  American 
management  consultant  em¬ 
ployed  by  a  rapacious  City  firm, 
whose  apparently  limitless  appe¬ 
tite  for  sweeping  social  discourse 
propels  us  through  an  unflagging 
and  profoundly  unpleasant  au¬ 
topsy  of  the  country  in  which  he 
finds  himself. 

It  is  ro  D.  J.  Taylor’s  credit  that 
he  doesn’t  even  attempt  to  render 
the  idiom  of  his  narrator,  opting 
instead  for  lofty,  cut-glass  prase, 
occasionally  permitting  the  odd 
Americanism  to  bunk  down  in 
his  exquisitely  furnished  vocabu¬ 
lary;  but  it  does  mean  that  the 
novel  is  awash  with  unattributed 
intelligence,  rogue  perceptions, 
and  a  central  character  so  indis¬ 
tinct  that  he  is  driven  to  telling  us 
what  everybody  else  says  about 
him.  just  so  that  we  know. 

According  to  one  of  these 
assessments.  Scott  is  a  “conceited 
little  prick'*;  but  this  comes  as 
something  of  a  surprise  —  and 
comes,  too,  at  the  novel’s  end  — 
transforms  the  flight  into  a 
gesture  of  disownment.  an  autho¬ 
rial  disclaimer  designed  to  retract 
at  the  last  minute  what  a  few 
pages  earlier  looked  like  becom¬ 
ing  a  grandiloquent  /'accuse. 

Scott’s  story  is  the  old  fash¬ 
ioned  kind,  in  which  strands  of 
mystery  are  amply  paid  out  to  be 
frantically  plaited  into  resolution 
for  a  final  coup  de  thidtre. 
Rumblings  are  heard  of  a  mur¬ 
derous  management  buy-out  at 
the  firm;  an  enigmatic  new 
girlfriend  is  on  the  scene,  the 
frequent  comparison  of  whose 
legs  to  a  pair  of  a  scissors  whets 
the  appetite  for  some  em oscilla¬ 
tory  high-jinks  later  on.  Soon  has 
been  assigned  to  the  accounts  of 
Barry  Mower,  king  of  a  pornog¬ 
raphy  empire  and  now  proprietor 
of  an  ailing  Walham  football 
dub:  and  from  over  the  Atlantic. 
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Scott’s  absentee  Anglophile 
father  is  sending  cryptic  mes¬ 
sages  and  threatening  id  visit. 

Taylors  grasp  of  life  in  die  City 
is  sure:  the  accountant's  argot,  the 
iheisuc  greed,  the  computer- 
game  annihilation  by  which  the 
besuited  become  the  vagrant, 
gathering  their  possessions  into 
black  bin-liners.  Despite  some 


Taylon  artful  but  contrived 


interminable  detours  jthe  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  the  jacket's  promise  of  an 
“insider’s  view  of  how  the  City 
works",  no  doubt)  down  the  long 
and  featureless  corridors  of  cor¬ 
porate  history,  the  brute  smell  of 
a  cruel  and  deeply  masculine 
world  wafts  through;  a  world  of 
the  antipathetical  but  proximate 
instincts  of  group  behaviour  and 
self-preservation. 

Faintly  implausibly. 
Scott's  profession  affords 
him  access  to  the  upper 
echelons  of  English  soci¬ 
ety.  where  he  beds  a  variety  of 
Home  Counties  lovelies;  encoun¬ 
ters  whose  Laura  Ashley  leitmotif 
is  deployed  somewhat  beyond 
endurance  to  entrap  a  world 
which  remains  disdainfully  out  of 
reach.  The  aristocracy,  that  tetchy 
and  slumbering  beast,  swats  ar 
Taylor  with  its  tail;  but  in  this 
lightning  tour  of  our  national  zoo. 
we're  onto  the  next  exhibit  soon 
enough.  A  dunking  gear  change 
from  high  life  to  low  brings  us  to 
Barry  Mower,  the  pom  mogul 


with  a  heart  of  gold  plate  whose 
taste  for  the  unsophisticated  ush¬ 
ers  in  that  other  English  staple, 
football.  Mower  is  a  fine  comic 
character,  but  chapters  devoted  to 
the  subject  of  "How  Barry  does  it" 
make  excessive  demands  on  our 
interest  in  him. 

But  as  with  so  much  else  in  this 
curious  novel.  Mower  and  the 
world  he  occupies  are  described 
rather  than  captured,  with  a  kind 
of  anthropological  zeal  which 
holds  empathy  at  bay.  Taylor 
keeps  die  novel  running  like  a 
documentarisTs  camera,  while 
his  characters  meander  fruitless¬ 
ly  through  their  recollections  of 
times  better,  more  interesting, 
than  these.  “Incredible,  really.'" 
muses  Barry-  "T  mean.  LCC 
development  down  in  the  East 
End.  Old  bomb  sites  down  in 
Poplar  and  Shoreditch  where  the 
council  was  putting  up  fiats  and 
that  ...  fit  a  block  of  flats  with 
duff  circuits,  say.  and  fix  a 
maintenance  deal  with  the  coun¬ 
cil.  it's  always  buggered,  and 
they're  always  having  to  call  you 
in,  but  if  there's  any  trouble,  well, 
you  just  blame  your  suppliers. “ 

Bom  along  on  this  ride  of  fin  de 
si&cle  weariness,  the  novel  look* 
set  to  subside  into  somnolence, 
despite  the  occasionally  buoy  ant 
piece  of  personal  clutter  which 
floats  to  the  surface.  Scon's  fear  of 
choking  —  he  once  nearly  died,  of 
combined  embarrassment  and 
suffocation,  when  a  piece  of 
seafood  lodged  in  his  throat 
during  a  high-octane  Manhattan 
business  lunch  —  is  a  touching 
sign  of  life  in  an  otherwise 
bloodless  landscape,  and  his  tele¬ 
phone  conversations  with  his 
dreadful  brother  in  Montana 
possess  an  animus  lacking 
elsewhere. 

All.  however,  founders  on  a 
rocky  subplot  concerning  a  fe¬ 
male  serial  killer  who  cuts  off 
men's  geniralia  and  daubs  the 
letters  RAM  (Revenge  Against 
Men.  stupid)  on  their  bedroom 
walls:  a  cheap  frill  stitched  with 
such  inanely  winking  irony  to  the 
hem  of  the  plot  that  when 
abruptly  it  falls  off  two  thirds  of 
the  way  through  one  hardly 
notices. 

Even  a  ponderous  citation  from 
Anthony  Powell  (“1  began  to 
brood  on  the  complexity  of  writ¬ 
ing  a  novel  about’  English  life  i 
cannot  give  weight  to  an  occa¬ 
sionally  dazzling.  bur  more  often 
artful,  contrivance.  English  Set¬ 
tlement  sets  out  to  take  the  big 
picture;  but  all  we  end  up  with  is 
somebody  else's  photographs. 


Wan  elegy,  vital  imagery 


Seamus  Heaney's  first 
publication  since  win¬ 
ning  the  Nobel  Prize  is  a 
translation  undertaken  with 
Sranislaw  Baranczak.  from  a 
16th-century  Polish  poet. 
Heaney  has  always  pursued- 
poetry  in  every  shape  and 
form,  but  I  would  be  curious  to 
learn  how  Baranczak,  a  Polish 
scholar  and  poet  and  a  col¬ 
league  of  Heaney's  at  Har¬ 
vard.  got  him  interested  in  the 
enterprise  (always  assuming  it 
was  dial  way  round). 

Laments  are  a  set  of  19  -• 
elegies  by  Jan  Kochanowski 
for  his  daughter  Ursula,  who 
died  at  (he  age.of  two  and  a 
half.  In  his  introduction.  Ba¬ 
ranczak  describes  the  scandal 
caused  by  their  publication  in 
1380.  Contemporary  taste,  it 
appears,  held  that  only  great 
men  were  a  fit  subject  for  elegy 
and  obituary .  One  Is  reminded 
of  the  paintings  of  the  period, 
the  children  lflce  scaled-down 
adults  in  family  groups,  the 
stiff  little  doublets  and 
farthingales. 

Kochanowski  shows  some 
of  that  stiffness  too.  as  he 
mourns  his  daughter  as  his 
“poet-heiress”,  a  well-man¬ 
nered  girl  who  said  her  pray¬ 
ers,  nos  good  to  the  servants 
and  curtsied  nicely.  It  makes 
you  realise  that  childhood  was 
only  invented  much  later. 


either  m  the  century  of  Rous¬ 
seau  or  Mill  or,  most  likely. 
Freud.  Kochanowski's  real 
tenderness  towards  what  is  in 
essence  an  effigy  is  an  awk¬ 
ward  proposition:  he  simply 
doesn't  have  the  words  and 
perceptions  that  would  de¬ 
scribe  a  child 
credibly  to  us. 

And  the  status 
of  the  text  in  the 
original  lan¬ 
guage  is  un¬ 
ci  ear.  Baran¬ 
czak  assures  us 
that  the  poet 
practically  in¬ 
vented  Polish  as 
a  literary  lan¬ 
guage,  when 
many  writers 

were  equally  _ 

proficient  in  Lai-  — . . 

m.  But  even  a 
translation  by  an  English  con¬ 
temporary  of  Kochanowski's 
like  Sidney  or  Ben  J  orison  (the 
author  of  On  My  First  Daugh¬ 
ter  and  On  My  Son.  poems  to 
his  dead  children)  would  not 
have  matched  the  primary 
thrill  of  the  Polish.  The  cou¬ 
plets  of  Heaney  and  Baran¬ 
czak  appear  faithful  enough 
(the  Polish  is  printed  enface.  a 
bold  and  proud  iouch).  but  600 
years  after  Chaucer,  400  after 
Marlowe,  they  do  have  a 
certain  routine  to  them. 
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The  result  is  almost  a  dou¬ 
ble.  mismatched  naivety: 
Kochanowski.  experienced  Re¬ 
naissance  man  and  court  poet, 
going  through  the  gamut  of 
philosophy  and  religion  for 
consolation:  and  the  re¬ 
strained,  uneventful  language 
of  the  transla¬ 
tion.  Only  rarely 
does  it  rise  be¬ 
yond  versifica¬ 
tion.  as  here, 
where  the  com¬ 
pression  is  al¬ 
most  proverbial, 
and  set  off  with 
the  deliberately 
botched  rhyme: 
“We  play  at 
blind  man's 
buff/  Until  hard 
edges  break  into 
m  —  our  path.” 

The  final  la¬ 
ment,  a  five-page  dream 
poem,  perhaps  suggests  why 
Heaney  took  this  on:  there  are 
echoes  of  the  elegies  in  Field 
Work,  of  the  Dante  transla¬ 
tions.  o fStation  Island. 

The  Spanish  poet  Luis  de 
Gongora  (1561-1627,  a  genera¬ 
tion  after  Kochanowski)  is  the 
only  poet  1  can  think  of  whose 
name  has  spawned  a  noun. 
Gongorism,  according  to  the 
dictionary,  is  “a  literary  style 
characterised  by  studied  ob¬ 
scurity  and  the  use  of  various 


ornate  devices”.  And  yet 
Gongora  comes  across  as  a 
poet  of  glittering  images  and 
tremendous  rhetorical 
imagination. 

Michael  Smith's  work  in 
introducing  and  annotating 
the  poems  is  an  admirable  bit 
of  advocacy.  He  quotes  Lorca 
on  the  poet  “Nothing  can  be 
more  misguided  than  to  read 
his  madrigal  to  a  rose  with  a 
rose  in  one’s  hand.  Either  the 
rose  or  the  madrigal  should  be 
sufficient",  to  convey  the  ab¬ 
stractness  and  autonomy  of 
Gongora  *s  writing. 

His  translations  of  the 
poems  —  mainly  sonnets  — 
are  rhymeless  and  unscanned, 
but  they  preserve  the  taut 
grace  of  the  original,  like  these 
lines  on  an  epitaph:  “bur  they/ 
are  honoured  by  immortal 
verse/  that  shall  persist  in 
lettered  tomb,/  Felixmena,  the 
hard  stone,/  Daiiso  the  sculp¬ 
tor,  their  ills  the  chisel.”  One 
would  “buy”  Gongora  just  for 
those  two  last  lines.  The  Amer¬ 
ican  poet  Robert  Lowell  trans¬ 
lated  two  of  Gongora's  poems 
in  the  mid  1960s.  and  they 
show  what  an  im pan  he  might 
have  —  has  had  —  on  English 
poetry:  "The  hours  will  hardly 
pardon  us  their  loss./  those 
brilliant  hours  that  wore  away 
our  days,/  our  days  that  ate 
into  eternity.” 


Delicate  threads 
spun  to  the  past 


THIS  IS  A  memoir  with  a 
difference.  Very  little  of  it 
actually  comes  from  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  author  —  the  French 
historical  novelist  Marguerite 
Yourcenar.  who  was  the  first 
woman  to  be  elected  ro  the 
Academic  Francaise.  and  who 
died  in  1987. 

The  book  is  an  account  of 
her  ancestors,  from  the  An¬ 
cient  Gauls  down  to  her 
father.  In  the  early  chapters, 
she  evokes  the  “virginal  si¬ 
lence”  of  the  wide  Handers 
marshes,  when  they  were  still 
without  gods,  monsters  or 
men.  By  the  15th  century  she 
is  able  to  distinguish  names, 
such  as .  Geenewerck.  which 
figure  in'  her  known  ancestry. 
They  are  like  tiny  figures  in 
the  background  of  a  painting 
by  Bruegel  or  Bosch,  she  says 
—and  with  the  aid  of  history 
she  conjures  up  an  idea  of  how 
they  might  have  thought  and 
lived  under  the  cruel  rule  of 
the  Spanish  crown.  She  estab¬ 
lishes  that  her  forebear  Claire 
Fourment  was  the  niece  of 
bath  of  Rubens*  wives,  and  is 
diverted  into  a  vivid  little 
essay  on  Rubens’s  sensuous 
art — “like  a  lover  in  a  bed.  like 
a  Triton  in  the  water,  he  frolics 
in  a  sea  of  forms”. 

For  her  grandfather*  time, 
she  has  much  more  informa¬ 
tion.  mainly  handed  down  to 
her  through  her  family.  By 
now  their  name  had  expanded 
to  Cleenewerck  de  Crayencour 
{“Yourcenar”  is  an  anagram), 
and  they  lived  in  Bailleul  in 
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French  Flanders,  just  on  the 
Belgian  border.  She  draws  a 
sharp  portrait  of  her  bullying 
grandmother  Noemi,  and  a 


rather  less  sharp  one  of  her 
grandfather  Michei-Charles. 
in  her  unfailingly  literary 
way.  she  evokes  his  life  as  a 
fashionable  young  man  in 
Paris  by  describing  the  dan¬ 
gerous  young  women  in  Bal¬ 
zac  that  he  would  not  have 
met. 

Her  picture  of  her  father 
Michel  is  the  best  and  the 
most  intimate  —  his  escape- 
from  home  to  enlist  in  the 
army,  his  desertion  from  the 
army  to  live  in  England,  his 
desultory  life  of  marriage  and 


amours.  Bui  even  this  part  of 
the  book  is.  like  the  rest, 
wrinen  in  the  historic  present 
tense  —  as  if  all  is  happening 
under  our  eyes,  and  vet  all  is 
just  a  fiction  or  a  dream. 

The  whole  story  has  a 
strange  feeling  of  remoteness, 
and  one  that  is  fortified  by  the 
author's  fatalism  and  irony. 
She  looks  at  photographs  of 
her  father  as  a  child  and  as  an 
old  man.  and  comments  that 
“the  entire  interval  between 
them  seems  a  vain  confusion, 
an  agitation  with  no  point,  a 
useless  chaos  that  makes  one 
wonder  why  it  was  necessary 
to  pass  through  it  at  all.*-  Her 
tale  is  like  a  delicate,  ancient 
spider's  web  that  could  crum¬ 
ble  at  a  touch  —  and  une  rhar 
she  would  be  quite  content  u» 
see  crumble. 


SATURDAY 

BOOKS 


The  trials  of  an 
editor  bringing  a 
book  to  birth; 
Tunku  Varadarajan 
on  a  Vietnamese 
Novel  Without  a 
Name:  Chrisrina 
Odone’s  first  novel; 
plus  paperbacks 
and  more 


Yourcenar  a  dreamlike  telling  of  her  family's  history 
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The  State  We’re  In 

OUT  NOW  IN  VINTAGE  PAPERBACK 


WILL  HUTTON 
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42  RUGBY  UNION 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  18  1996 


Five  go  out  to  fulfil  great  expectations 


Five  Nations* 


Championship 


Lawrence  Dallaglio 


David  Hands,,  rugby  union 
correspondent  profiles  players 
with  the  potential  to  turn 
their  national  teams*  hopes 
into  championship  glory 
over  the  next  two  months 


THE  maturing  of 
90  Lawrence  Dallaglio 
has  beat  one  of  the 
__  more  impressive  as¬ 
pects  of  England’s  recent 
progress.  There  was  a  time 
when  it  seemed  a  bright  young 
talent  might  be  lured  too 
frequently  to  the  sevens  cir¬ 
cuit,  but  the  events  of  this 
season  have  provided  an  ap¬ 
propriate  finishing  school. 

The  pedigree  was  there  — 
England  schools,  colts,  under- 
21.  students  and  A  XV  —  and 
so  was  the  physique.  The 
doubt  was  the  application.  At 
20,  though,  many  a  young 
player's  head  would  have  bran 
turned  by  the  invitations 
which  flooded  towards  the 
England  team  that  won  the 
inaugural  world  sevens  tour¬ 
nament  in  Edinburgh  in  1993. 

It  took  some  time  far  Eng¬ 
land  to  trust  him  with  an  A- 
team  place;  partly  because 
they  were  uncertain  about  his 
best  position.  Dallaglio *5  ca¬ 
pacity  to  play  across  the  entire 
back  row  made  him  an  ideal 
replacement,  though  his  raw 
stalls  were  sufficient  to  im¬ 
press  Jack  Rowell,  then  the 
incoming  manager,  who  took, 
him  with  the  senior  side  to 
South  Africa  in  1994. 

But  with  hindsight,  the 
making  of  Dallaglio  may 
prove  to  be  the  disruptions  at 
Wasps  caused  by  the  autum¬ 
nal  departure  of  Rob  Andrew 
and  Dean  Ryan.  The  dub 
made  him  captain  at  the  age  of 
23.  “I  drew  strength  from  that 
and  I  knew  dial,  if  I  were  to 
fulfil  my  hopes  of  internation¬ 
al  rugby,  I  would  have  to  play 
very  well  every  week." 
Dallaglio.  a  final-year  student 
at  Kingston  University,  said. 

He  gained  a  place  on  die 
bench  against  South  Africa  in 
November —when  he  won  his 
first  cap  after  injury  to  Tim 
Rodber  —  and  was  retained 
for  the  meeting  with  Western 
Samoa  last  month.  He  needs 
time  to  learn  the  different  lines 
of  die  .open-side  flanker  but 
the  three-year  wrangle  as  to 
the  best  occupant  of  the  No 7 
jersey  could  well  be  over. 


THE  New  Zealand 
figSfc  thread  which  now 
runs  through  Irish 
^  rugby  takes  its  physi¬ 
cal  manifestation  on  the  pitch 
from  the  national  side’s 
newest  centre,  Kurt  McQuil- 
kin.  Not  that  McQuiltan 
achieved  All  Black  status  be¬ 
fore  beginning  his  threeyear 
residential  qualification  for 
Ireland,  but  his  understand¬ 
ing  of  die  requirements  of  the 
new  coach.  Murray  Kidd,  will 
be  vital  to  Ireland’s  wellbeing. 

McQuilkin  was  bom  not  far 
from  Kidd  in  King  Country. 
New  Zealand.  He  enjoyed  a 
provincial  career  with  North 
Auckland  and  King  Country 
before  joining  Becdve  Rang¬ 
ers,  the  Dublin  dub  coached 
by  his  father,  Noel;  he  became 
eligible  for  Ireland  last  Nov¬ 
ember  and.  even  at  the  com¬ 
paratively  advanced  age  of  29, 
was  rushed  in  to  the  side. 

His  play  for  Leinster  this 
season  dearly  demonstrates 
wiiy.  Not  only  does  he  have 
the  speed  off  the  mark  and  the 
strength  to  take  his  team  over 
die  advantage  line,  he  per¬ 
forms  automatically  all  the 
humdrum  dimes  which  are 
second  nature  to  New  Zea¬ 
landers  —  the  obvious  defen¬ 
sive  duties,  the  less  obvious 
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V  on  BRIDGE 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

This  is  a  hand  from  a  pairs  event,  shown  to  me  by  my  old  partner 
Chris  Dixon.  It  illustrates  the  theme  of  'side-suit  first’. 

Dealer  East  Love  all  Match  point  pairs 
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Md  IF  you  can  hold  your 
Ilj  own  in  New  Zealand, 
M  die  chances  are  that 
you  can  distinguish 
yourself  in  any  company. 
Christian  Califano.  then  no 
more  than  22,  made  his  first 
international  appearance 
against  the  All  Blades  in 
Christchurch  in  1994  and 
shared  in  France's  memorable 
2-0  series  victory. 

His  first  task  was  to  force 
his  way  ahead  of  vastly  more 
experienced  players  in  Lau¬ 
rent  Seigne,  Louis  Armary 
and  Laurent  BSnfizech  and. 
full  of  confidence  after  being 
named  the  best  tight-head  in 
France  after  his  displays  for 
Toulouse,  he  did.  His  next 
problem  was  his  opponent,  die 
formidable  Richard  Loe,  who 
asks  the  sort  of  questions  — 
not  all  of  them  covered  in  the 
law  book  —  that  few  young 
props  can  answer. 

Califano 's  response  was  so 
successful  that  he.  became  an 
immediate  fixture  in  a  France 
team  which  has  developed  a 
reputation  for  sound  scrum¬ 
maging.  But  his  game  offers 
far  more  than  that.  His  ball 


McQuIIkm:  works  hand 

covering  of  the  weaknesses  of 
others,  the  acceptance  of 
responsibility. 

One  piece  of  work  for  the 
province  against  Pbntypridd 
was  outstanding.  Off  balance 
as  the  Welsh  dub  attacked,  he 
had  the  wit  bath  to  cover  a 
cross  kick  when  his  full  back 
had  been  submerged  and  to 
hook  away  the  clearance,  al¬ 
most  over  his  shoulder.  The 
debut  cap  against  the  United 
States  earlier  this  month  was 
almost  a  matter  of  course. 

He  plays  in  the  position  dial 
Kidd  himself  occupied  as  a 
player.  Since  John  Mitchell, 
the  former  Waikato  No  8,  is 
assisting  Kidd  this  season,  it 
makes  sense  to  follow  their 
tram  of  thought  through  to  die 


Califano  has  quickly  become  a  formidable  addition  to  the  French  armoury 


Thomas:  pace  and  vision 


playing  side  if  possible  and,  in 
McQuilkin,  who  works  as  a 
development  officer  for  the 
Irish  Rugby  Football  Union, 
they  have  the  perfect  vehicle. 
He  will  bring  a  sense  of 
stability  to  die  midfield  which 
has  beat  absent  too  long. 

Ireland  have  an  attacking 
back  three  in  Staples,  Geog- 
hegan  and  Wallace  which  they 
must  use  to  advantage  but 
they  cannot  do  so  without 
precision  timing  from  the 
stand-off  and  inside  centre. 
McQuflkin  is  also  strong 
enough  to  hold  up  die  ball 
until  his  bade  row  arrives  to 
build  the  next  wave  of  attacks; 
if  he  can  do  the  hard  work,  he 
will  be  content  for  the  speed  of 
others  to  cany  them  to  glory. 
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Contract  Five  Chibs  by  South.  Lead:  jade  of  dubs 


At  some  tables  East  opened 
Three  Hearts,  and  when 
South  was  playing  double  for 
penalties  (not  greatly  used 
nowadays)  the  final  contract 
was  Three  Hearts  doubled. 
The  normal  play  in  the  heart 
suit  with  no  other  indications, 
is  to  lead  towards  die  king. 
However,  with  the  likelihood 
that  South  has  all  the  hearts 
East  can  restrict  him  to  two 
tricks  by  starting  by  leading 
low  towards  the  ten.  That  way 
East  makes  nine  tricks  if 
South  doesn't  find  his  dia¬ 
mond  ruff. 

Some  Souths  played  Five 
Clubs,  and  received  die  best 
lead  of  a  trump.  You  might 
think  that  with  ten  trumps 
between  the  hands  it  does  no 
harm  to  draw  a  second  trump, 
but  if  you  did  that  you  are 
guilty  of  a  fundamental  mis¬ 
take,  of  not  counting  our 
tricks.  Say  you  win  the  second 
trump  in  dummy,  and  belat¬ 
edly  play  a  diamond.  The 
defence  wiH  switch  to  hearts  or 


spades,  and  though  after  each 
ruff  in  dummy  you  can  ruff  a 
diamond  in  hand,  by  the  time 
the  fifth  round  is  established 
you  have  no  way  back  to 
dummy. 

The  correct  technique  is  to 
count  your  tricks:  five  trumps 
in  hand,  two  aoes  and  three 
ruffs  -  ten  tricks  in  all.  To 
make  eleven  you  have  to 
establish  the  diamonds,  and 
the  way  to  do  that  is  to  play  a 
diamond  at  trick  two.  Then  if 
the  defence  continue  trumps  to 
thwart  your  cross-ruff  plan, 
you  win  the  trump  in  dummy.. 
Now  you  are  in  the  right  hand 
to  establish  the  diamonds  - 
after  ruffing  a  diamond  you 
cash-  the  major  suit  aces  and 
eventually  at  the  end  of  the 
cross-ruff  the  fifth  diamond 
becomes  established  and  you 
are  in  dummy  to  cash  it 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Philip  Howard 


POGUE 

a.  A  scoundrel,  bounder 

b.  A  bag,  purse,  wallet 
c  A  comfortable  shoe 

RAKSHI 

a.  A  Tibetan  liquor 

b.  A  Japanese  tea-bowl 

c.  A  malignant  demon 


PONTIANAK 

a.  A  Cumbrian  motor-car 

b.  A  type  of  vampire 

c  An  Italian  draw-bridge 

OUNGO 

a.  A  small  nocturnal  mammal 

b.  Sicilian  slang 

c.  A  chat-up  line 

Answers  on  page  46 


By  Raymond  Kjbbne 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

New  league 

At  Simpson’s-m-the-Strand 
earlier  this  week  the  new 
Martell  League  for  London 
dubs  was  launched,  with  Bar¬ 
ry  Martin  as  the  organiser. 

It  will  be  a  knockout  tourna¬ 
ment  and  first-round  pairings 
indude:  Roehampton  Club  v 
The  Savile  Club;  The  RAC  v 
Simpson’s;  Brooks's  Club  v 
Hurlingham;  Chelsea  Arts 
Club  v  RAC  B  team;  East 
India  Club  v  Hurlingham  B 
team. 

The  first-round  opponent 
for  the  BBC  team  is  yet  to  be 
announced. 

Blazing  bishops 

The  following  brilliant  game 
was  played  in  a  subsidiary 
tournament  at  Hastings  this 

rr.  Black  sacrificed  a  rook. 

a  minor  piece  in  order  to 
dominate  the  board  with  his 
bishop  pair. 

White:  Nunn 
Black:  Chemiaev 
Hastings  Weekend  Tourna¬ 
ment,  January  1996 

Sicilian  Defence 
1  e4  c5 

2  NO  Nee 

3  64  cxd4 

4  Nxd4  MB 

5  Nc3  b5 

6  NtfiJS  d6 

7  Bg5  afi 

B  Na3  b5 

9  BxfS  gxffl 

10  Nd5  15 

11  Bd3  Be6 

12  0-Q  Bg7 

13  Qh5  14 


By  Raymond  Keene 

While  lo  move.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Agdestem — Hodg¬ 
son.  Hastings  Premier  1991.  As 
wdl  as  being  a  worid  class  chess 
player,  Norvwigan  grandmaster, 
Simen  Agdestem,  has  also  played 
international  football  Here  he 
demonstrates  his  chess  skill  with  a 
fine  finish.  White  to  play  and  win. 

Solution  on  page  46 


15  Bxc4 

16  Racl 

17  Nb6 

18  NbMD4 

19  NcE 

20  Nc2 

21  Rxc2 

22  Nxe4 

23  Ra2 

24  Rdl 

25  h3 

26  Qg5 

27  Qg4 

28  Nc5 

29  013 

30  Rxd5 

31  Kh2 

32  Rd7 

33  Qb3+ 

34  Rc2 

35  Qd5 

36  RcS 

37  Rd8+ 
White  resign 


Bryan  Redpaih 

POUND  for  pound, 
there  will  be  few 
smaller  players  in 
this,  season’s  championship 
than  Bryan  Redpath,  the  Mel¬ 
rose  scrum  halt  At  a  shade 
over  St  6in  and  11  stone,  he 
represents  one  of.  rugby 
union’s  enduring  triumphs, 
that  of  the  smaller  man  in  the 
land  of  giants. 

More  than  that,  though, 
Redpath,  25,  has  quickly 
emerged  from  the  shadows  to 
become  one  of  the  vital  cogs  in 
the  Scotland  engine.  like 
Graeme  Bachop  for  New  Zea¬ 
land,  his  swift  hands  and 
instant  decision-making  buy 
time  and  space  for  his  col¬ 
leagues,  while  his  physique 
puts  a  premium  an  stall. 

like  so  many  players  these 
days,  his  grounding  in  the 
game  indudes  a  summer  in 
New  Zealand,  where  he  learnt 
that  the  scrum  halfs  reper¬ 
toire  should  indude  a  sound 
defence.  Redpath  has  a  well- 
deserved  reputation  for  tack¬ 
ling.  which  helped  him  initally 
towards  A  caps  and  a  tour  to 
the  South  Pacific  in  1993 
before  his  debut  international, 
as  a  replacement,  against  New 
Zealand  later  that  year. 

Two-thirds  of  his  15  caps 
came  last  year.  Before  that,  be 
had  to  contest  a  place  with 
Andy  Nicol  and  Derrick  Pat¬ 
terson  while  overhead  lurked 
the  presence  of  Gary  Arm¬ 
strong.  It  speaks  volumes  for 
his  character  that  he  has 
shrugged  off  such  challenges 
to  emerge  as  first  choice  in  his 
own  right;  the  self-employed 
joiner  has  become  the  target  of 


mmm* 


Redpath  has  become  the  target  of  several  English  dubs 


several  dubs  south  of  the 
Border. 

The  challenge  for  Redpath 
now  is  to  forge  an  alliance 
with  Gregor  Townsend.  Hith¬ 
erto,  he  has  partnered  Craig 
Chalmers,  his  dub  stand-off 
half,  but  Scotland  have  opted 
for  the  electric  Townsend  and 
so  Redpath  must  help  him  to 
adjust  to  the  demands  of  a 
position  which  he  has  occu¬ 


pied  oily  intermittently  in 
international  rugby. 

Already  Townsend  has  ex¬ 
pressed  appreciation  of  his 
pass;  Redpath  is  confident 
enough  in  his  own  speed  off 
the  marie  to  ask  questions 
himself  of  opposing  defences, 
though  he  will  hope  for  better 
possession  than  that  supplied 
by  his  pack  against  Italy  A 
earlier  this  month. 


handling  is  utterly  secure  and 
his  mobility  about  the  field,  at 
ltistTlb,  makes  him  a  formida¬ 
ble  addition  to  the  French 
armoury. 

Anyone  watching  his  dis¬ 
plays  in  file  Heineken  Cup 
this  season,  notably  in  Tou¬ 
louse’s  winning  final  against 
Cardiff,  will  bear  witness  to 
his  prowess  (the  more  remark¬ 
able  since  a  rib  injury  had 
forced  him  off  the  field  a  week 
earlier  against  Swansea)  and 
one  of  the  cameos  of  the  game 
with  England  on  Saturday 
will  be  his  dash  with  Graham 
Rowntree,  so  similarly 
accomplished. 

Employed  by  Aerospatiale 
Toulouse,  Califano  has  won  16 
caps  in  just  18  months.  His 
secure  technique  at  the  scrum 
in  the  cornerstone  position  is 
allied  to  support  for  his 
jumpers,  which  has  helped  to 
improve  France’s  lineout  so 
significantly.  His  three  years 
with  Toulouse  make  him  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  all-round 
game  that  Jean-Claude 
Skrela.  the  France  coach  and 
himself  a  product  of  Toulouse, 
seeks  to  use  and  his  youth 
ensures  a  lengthy  spell  in  the 
team’s  front  row. 


Justin  Tbomas 

hh  IF  there  is  one  pos- 
EBsa  ition  on  the  field  in 
■Sal  which  a  player  of 
■IB  vision  may  profit,  it  is 
full  back;  if  there  is  one  quality 
with  which  that  player  needs 
to  be  blessed  above  all,  it  is 
pace.  In  Justin  Thomas,  Wales 
have  found  a  happy  marriage 
of  both  — nowail  they  need  to 
do  is  release  him. 

Thomas  stands  at  the  head 
of  the  new  breed  of  youngsters 
who  have  been  fed  in  to  the 
national  XV  over  the  past  ten 
months,  symbolising  the  hope 
that  the  dragon's  fire  can 
indeed  be  rekindled.  He  has 
thrilled  crowds  at  Llanelli 
with  his  poise  and  fluent 
counter-attacking  skills  and, 
above  all,  with  the  confidence 
of  youth  in  a  country  whose 
patience  has  been  sorely  tested 
of  late. 

Thomas,  then  21.  made  his 
debut  in  the  daunting  sur¬ 
rounds  of  Ellis  Park,  Johan¬ 
nesburg,  last  September, 
when  his  slight  frame  looked 
unlikely  to  challenge  the  ram¬ 
paging  South  African  for¬ 
wards.  Yet  Thomas  played  his 
part  in  a  brave  defensive 
display.  His  catching  of  the 
high  ball  is  good  but  It  is  in 
attack  that  his  gifts  really 
come  into  play. 

He  has  the  pace  of  a  wing 
and  the  timing  of  a  stand-off 
half;  although  be  joins  his 
backs  in  a  variety  of  positions, 
his  great  strength  is  inter-play 
with  his  wings,  who  this 
season  may  wdl  turn  out  to  be 
his  club  colleagues,  leu  an 
Evans  and  Wayne  Ptoctor. 

But  he  has  the  footballer’s 
instinctive  knowledge  of  the 
moment  when  best  to  attack 
and  the  place  where  the  enemy 
is  weakest.  Since  he  is  unlikely 
to  break  defences  with  the 
sheer  strength  upon  which  so 
many  modem  backs  depend, 
his  sidestep  is  an  invaluable 
weapon  with  which  to  punc¬ 
ture  the  first  line  and  his  speed 
can  then  carry  him  consider¬ 
able  distances. 

Last  season,  Thomas,  a  dev¬ 
elopment  officer  for  the  Welsh 
Rugby  Union,  was  named  the 
most  promising  player  in  the 
country.  Promise  has  now  to 
be  turned  into  fulfilment  and 
that  will  not  happen  over¬ 
night  When  it  does,  it  will  be 
exciting  to  see. 


Diagram  of  final  position 


England  leave  Richards  in  reserve 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


Times  chess  book 

Improve  your  game  with  Ray 
Keene’s  book.  The  Times  Win¬ 
ning  Chess,  published  by 
Bateford  at  £9.99  (credit  card 
orders  may  be  made  to  01376 
327901). 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


SOMEWHAT  to  his  surprise. 
Dean  Richards  will  find  him¬ 
self  in  Paris  this  weekend, 
though  not  in  the  England 
team  that  will  open  the  1996 
five  nations’  championship 
against  France.  The  Leicester 
captain,  added  to  the  squad  at 
the  weekend,  takes  his  place 
among  the  replacements  after 
the  withdrawal  of  Tim 
Rodber. 

On  Sunday,  there  were 
doubts  over  Rodber,  who  was 
demoted  to  the  bench  after  the 
game  against  Western  Samoa, 
and  Ben  Clarke,  the  chosen 
NoS.  Rodber  damaged  knee 
and  ankle  ligaments  playing 
for  Northampton,  while  a 
scan  revealed  that  Clarke  was 
carrying  a  gran  injury-  When 
England  trained  in  (right 
sunshine  at  Roehampton  yes¬ 
terday,  however,  Clarke  de¬ 
clared  himself  fit 

"There  may  be  repercus¬ 
sions  after  training  but  Ben 
and  the  doctors  are  confident 
he  will  be  fit,"  Jack  Rowell,  the 
team  manager,  said.  "The  rest 
and  some  treatment  have  done 
him  good.” 

It  is  no  criticism  of  Clarke  to 
suggest  that  Richards.  32. 
would  be  a  valuable  asset  at 
the  Parc  des  Princes,  given  the 


rudderless  displays  against 
South  Africa  and  Western 
Samoa.  After  the  defeat  by 
New  Zealand  in  the  Worid 
Cup  semi-final,  there  seemed 
to  be  no  international  future 
far  Richards  but  he  remains 
one  of  file  commanding  fig¬ 
ures  in  the  domestic  game. 

In  training  last  Sunday,  the 
work  of  the  forwards  lacked 
focus  and  even  Rowell  admit¬ 
ted  that  the  qualities  required 
against  the  French  in  Paris  — 
where  England  last  lost  in 
1988  —  were  the  traditional 


English  ones  of  fortitude  and 
discipline,  which  Richards 
embodies. 

"A  lot  of  rugby  is  about 
doing  the  basics  well,  about 
being  efficient  for  SO  minutes, 
and  that's  what  England 
should  be  good  at"  Rowell 
said.  “If  we  do  the  basics  right 
we  have  a  dear  chance  of 
victory  but  we  need  to  fence 
the  French  in.  France  this  year 
look  to  have  a  well-balanced 
team.  They  have  the  frame¬ 
work  in  place  and  all  they  are 
doing  is  in-filling,  rather  than 


Lomu  on  wanted  list 


OVERSEAS  players  of  the 
calibre  of  Jonah  Lomu  and 
Francois  Pienaar  have  been 
approached  to  take  part  in  the 
game  at  Twickenham  on 
April  21  that  will  inaugurate 
the  celebration  of  125  years  of 
the  Rugby  Football  Union 
(David  Hands  writes). 

Leicester,  the  1995  league 
champions,  mil  play  an  RFU 
President’s  XV  designed  to 
indude  two  players  from  each 
of  the  leading  rugby-playing 
countries,  and  certainly  two 
from  Japan,  as  Sanyo  Electric 
will  sponsor  the  match. 


“We  expect  to  receive 
£100,000  from  the  game, 
though  a  lot  depends  on  the 
crowd,"  Peter  Wheeler,  the 
Leicester  chief  executive,  said 
yesterday.  He  is  hoping  for  a 
crowd  of  25.000,  although  if 
the  guest  XV  indudes  players 
such  as  Philippe  Sella  and 
Michael  Lynagh.  who  have 
also  been  approached,  It  may 
be  larger. 

The  bigger  the  crowd,  toe 
more  die  leading  dubs  will 
benefit  as  Leicester  intend  to 
share  some  of  fin  profits 
throughout  the  first  division- 


replaring  the  spine  of  the 
team,  which  is  what  we  are 
having  to  do." 

England  have  prepared  a 
video  which  concentrates  on 
the  two  new  centres,  Thomas 
Castaignede  and  Richard 
Dourthe,  who  made  so  strong 
an  impression  during  the  au¬ 
tumn  series  against  New  Zea¬ 
land.  Rowell  admires  France's 
ability  to  introduce  two  20- 
yearolds  to  international  rug¬ 
by,  though  he  will  look  to  the 
established  pair  of  WHl  Car¬ 
ling  and  Jeremy  Guscott  to 
dose  them  down. 

“If  we  are  underdogs  for  this 
game,  we  have  not  talked  that 
way  ourselves,”  Rowell  said. 
"This  will  be  a  tough  game, 
tough  for  France  too.  They 
have  players  new  to  toe 
championship;  they  may  take 
time  to  adjust" 

Not  if  Jean-Claude  Skrela, 
the  France  coach,  can  help  iL 
Skrela  hopes  his  side  can 
prove  that  victory  in  the  third- 
place  play-off  match  in  the 
World  Cup  in  Pretoria  was  no 
fluke.  “Toulouse  showed  [m 
the  Heineken  Cup  final]  you 
can  impose  your  own  game  by 
playing  total  rugby,"  Skrela 
said.  “It's  up  to  us  to  follow 
their  example." 
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Irish  jockey  extends  title  lead  with  Nottingham  treble 


McCoy  rises  to  first  century 

By  Julian  Muscat  i-  uj-t.  ■  ■  -tt-- .  .  i  — . — - — —> - 


TOW  MCCOY,  the  rising 
star  among  National  Hunt 
jockeys,  reached  a  personal 
landmark  yesterday  when 
hoisting  his  100th  winner  of 
the  season  on  Amber  Valley  in 
the  opening  Bradmore  Nov¬ 
ices’  Selling  Hurdle  at  Not¬ 
tingham.  The  rider  went  on  to 
complete  a  near  22-1 .  treble 
aboard  Maneree  and  Tfeinein. 

It  will  surety  be  the  first  of 
many  centuries  for  McCoy.  21, 
who  crossed  the  Irish  Sea  just 
19  months  aga  But  his  feat, 
noteworthy  though  it  is.  will 
pale  into  insignificance  if  the 
Ulsterman  can  maintain  his 
healthy  lead  in  the  race  for  the 
jockeys’  title.  He  is  20  winners 
dear  of  the  chasing  David 


Nap:  APACHEE  FLOWER 
(3.10  Ludlow) 

Next  best:  Daojing 
(1.10  Ludlow) 

The  77mes  Private  Handicapper 
(Gerald  Hubbard)  top-rated 
Strathmore  Lodge  (8-1)  at  Not¬ 
tingham , 


Bridgwater,  who  drew  a  blank 
at  Windsor. 

“It's  good  to  get  the  hundred 
up  at  last,"  McCoy  said.  “I’m 
certainly  going  to  give  the  title 
my  best  shot  —  I  just  hope  I 
keep  fit  and  sound.  I  thought 
I'd  get  the  ton  before  Christ¬ 
mas.  but  all  the  racing- being 
abandoned  put  a  stop  to  that" 

Indeed,  indement  weather 
robbed  McCoy  of  the  chance 
to  better  Peter  Scudamore's 
record  for  the  fastest  century 
on  record.  Much  of  his  success 
is  down  to  his  willingness  to 
trawl  the  country.  No  jockey 
has  been  more  active  than  die 
hungry  youngster,  who  has 
taken  394  mounts  to  date.  Yet 
his  strike  rate,  at  a  shade  over 


Lay  It  Off  leads  over  the  water  on  her  way  to  victory  at  Windsor  yesterday.  Photograph:  Hugh  Routledge 


26  per  cent,  is  unmatched  in 
the  weighing  room. 

McCoy's  rise  has  been  even 
more  spectacular  than  that  of 
Adrian  Maguire,  who.  like 
McCoy,  stationed  himself  with . 
Toby  Balding  cm  his  arrival 
from  Ireland,  Their  careers 
are  regularly  compared;  while 
Maguire  has  yet  to  be  champi¬ 
on  jockey,  his  adversary  is 
quoted  at  9-4  on  by  William 
Hill  to  prevail  at  the  season’s 
end. 

McCoy,  rode  a  record  74 
winners  as  a  conditional  jock¬ 
ey  last  season  and  only  lost  his 
claim  11  months  ago.  A  mea¬ 


sure  of  his  impact  an  the 
British  scene  was  evident  from 
his  four  rides  at  Nottingham 
yesterday.  All  were  for  train¬ 
ers  other  than  Balding  and 
Paul  Nlcholls,  his  principal 
source  of  rides. 

McCoy  is  at  present  without 
a  ride  in  the  Champion  Hur- 
die.  but  Maguire  wifi  be 
hoping  to  confirm  his  when  he 
partners  Mantelado  in  the 
A1G  (Europe)  Irish  Champion 
Hurdle  at  l^opardstown  on 
Sunday.  Mantelado  has  raced 
over  hurdles  just  once  in  34 
months,  but  was  in  imperious 
form  on  the  Hat  in  October. 


The  gelding  is  quoted  at  9-2 
second  favourite  for  Chelten¬ 
ham  behind  Alderbrook. 

It  could  well  be  a  memora¬ 
ble  Cheltenham  Festival  for 
Ireland.  Sound  Man.  trained 
by  Edward  O'Grady  and  fa¬ 
vourite  for  the  Queen  Mother 
Champion  Chase,  is  to  warm 
up  in  the  Comet  Chase  at 
Ascot  on  February  7,  unless 
the  ground  is  heavy.  Among 
his  possible  opponents  is  his 
compatriot,  the  Paddy  Burke- 
trained  Strong  Platinum,  sec¬ 
ond  favourite  for  the 
Champion  Chase. 

A  clash  between  the  two 


would  amount  to  something 
more  than  a  dress  rehearsal 
and  O Grady  yesterday  con¬ 
firmed  his  intention  to  run  at 
Ascot  “That  is  die  race  I'm 
_  for  and  the  others  can 
what  they  want"  he  said. 
Burke  was  equally  adamant. 
“I  wouldn’t  be  a  bit  tethered 
by  Sound  Man,"  he  retorted. 

It  may  be  early  days,  but  the 
budding  rivalry  in  die  Irish 
camps  could  yet  match  that 
between  the  connections  of 
Danoli  and  Doran’s  Pride  last 
season.  That  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  add  spice  to  an  already 
savoury  Cheltenham  Festival. 


THUNDERER 

2.50  crack  Ori 
3.20  Ganylough 

3.50  AD  Ctear 
4J20  Dress  Dance 


1.20  Kadari 
1 .50  Vafiant  TosW 
Z20  HiH  Trbc 

The  Times  Private  Handjcapper’s  top  rating:  1.20  TTCKERTY’S  GIFT. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (SOFT  IN  PLACES) 
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1  -20  LEVY  BOAIffl  JAIftlAHY  COtffifnOMflL  JW3tEYSHAHttCflPffiJia)tE 

(£2499: 2m  3f  110yd)  (13  ruwss) 


101  113143  GOOD  TIMES  13  (BFJAS)  (Mm  D  fabtoon)  6  Hadl  12-0 _ BWBfl(7|88 


Raaord  nomber.  Sk-fignre  form  (F  — Wt  P—  mur.  BF— beam  twtjuif  ta  lad  ace), 

anetf  up.  U  —  legated  rater.  8  —  braugH  Going  m  wUcti  Ima  Ibs  won  <F  —  fan  good  la 

'bm-  I**1-  G-flnm.  S-Eofl.  good  Id  soft, 
d liquated),  wars  run*.  Leys  snee  tea  .. 

ouMc  F  H  M  (B— bfintajs  V— vis*.  H—  tony).  fara*  at  bradtte  tiwg  md 

Deed  E— Eyosfed  C — awse winner  D—  "wflhi  Kdo  pte  any  totownca.  The  Tones 

efctenra  wwrer.  CD— cone  and  dsbnoa  Private  HantBappers  rafina 


2.50  OF  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  tfURDLE 

(Qualfe  £3,009: 2rh  3f  IfOyri)  (14  runners] 


w 

102 

10? 

104 

105 

106 
ior 
IM 

109 

110 
11} 
172 
113 


WOW  HAM7YLASS  BKICOJF.BSI  (6  ttodtagr  J  Mft  7-11-11. 

-  ~  -  -----  - 


- Otuame  - 

131-454  StARUARKETl  (F.GJ5)  (fete,  P  Jwv.|  N  511-8  HOtHUMBI  80 

1S3FP  ICS  A  KM  38  (C.FJ  (J  Enwyi  C  Pcptam  6-ti-4.^ _ T  Pastorate  01 

013-510  FimHD£TW.12ff,Q(J  Woods)  W  GMT®*f  5-11-4 -  TCMnpby©  BE 

315035  MOW  3E  (VA  (H  Oodny)  W  Chy  7-11-4) - -  Guy  Law  K 

00-5031  frCKEHTYBHFT  15 (VJJS)  (R G L Moan 5-16-10.^-  MJOwtarR}  9 

P5HVP-5  SUKAAB51«(8Rp*]BM  Il-ID-S - IfGWBsti  - 

543115  MSnDWNQWAl^iriO^F^  (Mss  ROmeoalRHidges  5-10-3  J  Harris  (5)  07 

61041-14  MSS  soma  9  ff.S)  (Sena  Pates)  H  Horn  7-1M  — v._ . GTmmey  82 

OSTOO-S  MAYRELD PARX 7 (fi)  (R  Bwwfll C BanreA  1 1-10-0 _ I  totem  (7)  76 

000304  DRAMATIC EV8IT 7 (Sip faacttmQ J Uoon  JJ-1M _ JM«h  80 

P04GQ5  C00CHE  38  (S.CJ)  (S  UeCuataffi  fl  Bator  7-1D-0 . ....SopfeHtotel  63 

1P-P4Q0  SMCKERSNEE 36  (F)  [P FheIQ  Pfimft B-HH) _ M  Moral  (5)  55 


long  farfeap:  Ifcs  Safe  511.  MryBaM  Pah  9-7,  ftanftc  bat  95.  CoaOU  8-11,  SmetanneoB-UJ 
BETTWG.  3-1  Htflltam  Crafei.  4-1  Tided,':  Gft.  11-2  Dunk;  bed.  Kate.  10-1  flea  De  TU.  14-1  tea 
Saw  15-1  otes. 

1995:  MEETING  ABMOOTE)  —  MSN  MMK 


FORM  FOCUS 


HANDY  LASS  bed  Aai  B  M  11  m  12-wwar 
haidieai  Iwnfle  me  engse  and  dttaan  (goad  In 
aftl  on  oaaflmaie  tel  STAR  MARKET  13  9b 
ol  10  in  3ha  in  (anfiap  hurtle  N  Utoder  Bn, 
good  to  ten],  ITS  A  KMG  bed  recert  Mod  Wl 
4id  o)  r  lo  lode  Wind  m  nonce  lurite  bee  (2m 
K  good (o &mj. OBJ* OCTAL txXlim Hook- 
ganlUlm  10-wina  dtewig  tude  N  Bear  (2m 
21,  good]  on  pemflwnate  tet  wtt  COOCHE  f12Bl 


bate  08)  about  331  5H  KADARI  IS  5tt  oi  8  10 
Ptaam  in bnAaobunilo a  Bangui  {3tn.good}. 
HEHUNni CAVMJBT heal Hidto  toy DwilBi 
ISHiiqne  comHM  jockeys  norioa  lootfesp  te- 

daalHenftrt  [2m  3 110)41  good)  on  peraatoa?? 

tel  MSS  S0UTER  bed  UcMhil  9 bTffis 
bantdev  hurft  a  Newton  Abbot  (a»  If.  sofl)  on 
m.  - 
KADARI 


1 .50  PtCXBUDGE  SEUNfi  HURDLE  (£2,036:  2m  11}  (16  nomas) 


201 

202 

M3 

204 

205 
205 
207 
MS 

209 

210 
2H 
212 

213 

214 

215 
716 


831  VALIANT  TOSH  15  AS)  (J  Sate)  11  Plpa  5-11-12 _  D  Brtdgmter  87 

WVRTO  CAH8UAL  HD  38  ffl)  (fa  N  Bed)  K  Ostap  5-11-5 - R  Greene  - 

430033  CflTW'UKER  59  IBJP)  (kkt  I  WebH  H  PUD  5-11-5 _ 5  MUMB  IB 

3P364P  OESERT  PRESBBir  3  (V)  (P  Mooaeyl  R  Hoad  5-11,5  _  .  —  M  Dwyw  74 

HP  IAD  BACK  BEN  34  [5  Stem)  6  Paten  W1-5 _ C  Uaoda  - 

PP  PRESS0tm  44  (B)  (A  ffidiMK)  K  CUteOtet-BiaMi  5-11-5 -  R  Dat&  - 

CP  PlWMG  HCnrny  SB  taa&eb  Rates)  a  Siam  5-11*5-  n  Stonge  - 

550  cxnx  BAR  15  (Ms  A -tart  P  Krtta  6-11-0 _ G  Tonuey  (3)  77 

0  DUAUTY  S  (Us  G  Goal]  S  Cota  5-11-0 . . . G  IfcCmit  - 

TO-0  LH33SXBI  StAR  52  ff-  Hate)  f  HUBS  6-11-0 - D  Ster  p)  - 

oo  mss  rowr  7  i?  woi  R  Roa  6-11-0 _ J  Fma  - 

00-  SCOTTISH  mxm  113  (Ma  G  Btehonj  W  Cby  6-11-0. . .  Guy  Lewis  (3)  - 

Oft-  SETTER  ELLY  465  (9  Can)  T  Wab  6-11-0 _ _  .  M  A  Hzgaialtf  - 

504  COAST  ALOIS  S2F  (T  BnMH  D  Batted  4-10-7 - -  D  J  BatteS  88 

05  KEICHEAM  3W  (T  Kate]  S  Ugld  4-10-7 _ _  S 

5  RB 


SUBfY  FACE  26IF  (J  i*rs£)  R  tetRcs  4-10-7 _  T  DerexaPe 

SET7H&.  S-4  Ittiat  Tod i  M  Cam to.  8-1  Cite  Along.  10-1  fee taw,  12-1  Dkbi  Prestetf,  18-1 
St^sbWadd^  20-1  dare 


FORM  FOCUS 


VALIANT  TDS»  bed  Uno  1)  In  11 -rernw  aflrt 
huifle  al  bufrM  (3a  liftd.  boy)  wttUESS9T 
PRESETENT  f?ft  bate  off)  20yH  4*  . 
ARRIVAL  HD  39  90  o(  II  Jb  AMT  Inn  U 


rewahanSeapltrilBailird 

|  \  I  ?  |  K  -  Caas*  !2n.  gad » 5ret)  55El( 


na«e  teaiag  teedtoal  Wkcnre  On.  gootfi  oo 
.  6W  3al  ol  B  to 


:  BAR  47KI 


5*10113  to  Cdn  Gbs  in  novice  hurdle  a)  Ludlow 
(2m  S  110yd.  good)  on  pMdfimrt  tel  COAST 
ALONG  in  4mol  W  to  Daninlnn'i  Dresn  In 
dabnfng  mu  hedte  oief  aura  and  nfeSaca 

Kin  Rim). KETCHEAN  Am* 441 5#i  oMO  to 
Tea  High  la  oona  testa  a  TaawO  t2n>  & 

Stton;  VALIANT  TOSH 


2.20  STEPHEN  LITTLE  AND  DICK  REYNOLDS  BOOKMAKERS  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (Ei. 199  Am  2t  llOpt)  (ft  runners] 


3C2 


2t£ 
2X 
3 Si 
3S5 
233 
?Ti 
n 


52KW0  EWSSffiE  BOY  12  VXDAS  (Bfcgiwe  Pates)  U  Pipe  13-11-10  D  Mauler  98 
252 ITT  BRKCK3ffiSLD  12  f.G£)  (T  &  J  Caryl  P  »*ofc  ID-11-5-  M  A  ftrgeitfJ  90 
<nt(M  UJCXY  LANE  57  PWLEGS}  lR  fentenl  P  Hotfc  T2-T1-1  -  —  C  Mode  ffi 
B5J16U  GRANGE  BRAKE  5  (FAS)  (US  J  MouM)  II  TaBofrtac  10-11-0  D  Wateti  (5)  37 
I24P-3S  VR3WPT  OE  VALMONT  5  (GJS)(J  aadarelli  P  «cbdls  11-10-10— 

P11FI-P  HRi  IHX  12  JGtS)  ttte  E  Bfa)  A  Bstap  10-10-10 - _  A  Tmy  £ 

4-34422  SUNLEY  RAY  7*  (C.S.5)  (1 *=  U  Bata)  P  Ifcbota  HUM.  -  _  A  PlfcCoy  © 

0-55032  niliSffll  12  &S)  (H  Mates)  H  Mirers  10-10-0 - S  Cmnn  (g  B5 

3P-U5S5  CY1WHE  12  aa  (tel  Gvn  J  GXad  12-100  .  :  - L.Asprf  t5)  g 

MM 63  FBttSJS  flKE  12  fi)  Art  fl  HtntasM  J5-IW . -  Ha  R  Neoteaa  73 

354  ALL  CUP  KAIHS  IS  (Bxterti  Cte)  «  Satege  0-100  ..  W  Hartenys  53 

Long  hartsap.  iCflesSa  54.  Cjaere  54  Rttfos  Pie  8-11.  AO  Dap  H«ii  7-3 
3cTOe.  2-1  5s~a?te  5-1  Boctetfeid,  HB  Tib,  6-i  Rwwfc  Boy.  6-1  lucky  Lem.  S®*y  Bay.  t?-1 
15-1  fiassrjLTS-i  ottes 


FORM  FOCUS 


HACKBffiLD  baa) 
efme  n  V 
lib''  sen  ua  k9B  . 

~  mtecssap  l— 

GRANGE  BRAKE  bad  t._ 
to1!  Sfir  «ta  »  3<jc*r 

C«psSe»  is nv  gw)  to  soft  . 

VAUKKT  !?Vj|  MrdaD  1m  i 

'-^1  bto- 


tef  o0)  (feted  6*l  WL  TRK  ba3l  Ftehflecadi 
21irre9-inneiteiliEapdns8  4iChateilBm<CM 
21 11M.  sob)  on  paretimde  tet  SUNLEY  BAY 
a  2nd  id  H  a  Nonsn  Couuenr  in  tanfcv) 
data  at  Mneantt  On  If  110yd.  good  to  tef) 
HUESHM  2U  2nd  d  72  to  FuTffl  Bate  m 
amon  hmfeap  C*oe  n  Wmncfc  (te  2L  good 
to  soft)  war  PKE  rta  wase  od)  71 3nl 

mi  CYTHSffi  J5to  beta  oft  lOHI  5*u 
SUNLEY 


SefecBoae 


'  BAY  pati 


TAQHim 

IWlOffl 

UNGFIOD 

rmmom 


TRAINERS:  N  EJatobage,  3  winners 

from  9  rumers,  33J3S;  M  Pipe. 
from  170,  24  7%,  P  Hobbs.  19  from 
78.  24.4%;  N  Henderson.  6  from  30, 
30!t  Mrs  S  D  Wfflams,  4  from  27, 
14.8%;  K  Bishoa  5  lrom  37. 13  5%. 


JOCKEYS:  M  Richards,  9  winners 
from  40  ndes,  22.5%;  6  McCoiet,  5 
from  24. 20  8%;  A  McCoy,  fi  from  3 1, 
19  49t;  S  Conan,  3  from  16,  IB  8%:  0 
Bndcwstef.  10  from  66.  155%:  M 
Fazgaald.  18  tram  120,  is  0%. 


401 

402 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 

409 
4QB 

410 

411 
4T2 

413 

414 


(4211  CRACK  ON  U  (B.S)  (D  Pewotl)  P  Hobbs  5-11-10  . . . G  McCoun  9B 

211  MISTER  MOROSE  T  B)  M<V  J  Mould)  N  Trisut-Dwta  5-11  -1 0  ....  CLtetafrn  © 

AKineiHaBMJCKttfudiannG  Ham  5-11-0 . . . .  S  Bcmreftb  - 

.  4711  CHAPRASS1 37  pE)(Bhaprtck)M Pipe  7-11-0 _ _  DBridpHta  - 

640-66  HANGING  GROVE  48  (J  Furtes)  P  tephy  5-11-0  . . . Niton  75 

R  HDU27WfWrT7fllS{ftal)ADwn5-11-0 -  CM**  - 

R  LAUREN'S  TREASURE  7 (ttv  S  WHBane)  Ms S  Mtom  5r11-0. - ATnay  - 

006  PUR8ECK  RAMBLER  48  (Mbs  M  lane)  G  Balding  5-116 - A  P  McCoy  - 

SMART  ACT  27GP  0  Breaai)  I  Bten7-t16 . . MrABnnm  (o  - 

050  SOLRER-6  65  (MaG  Fata)  A  fate  6-116  . . MARzganM  - 

TOM PKH (Mr G Bakhg) G Baitag 7-114 _ _ _ UrABNdng(7)  - 

B84>  CRAVATT  35  (R  WHS)  Mn  J  Mlita  6-106 . . D  Sate  (5)  - 

OP-  afWWRAMUa 412 (M7nBWP fared 6-KM - M Moran (7)  - 

00  LADY PBDRA&0H 45 (J Aidareq) N Sndtti 7-10-8 -  NiMRndda  - 


BFTTW&  M  Mhtar  Moras.  W  Cra4  0a.  4-1  Ctapnssl.  16-1  Haling  &ow.  Toro  PmcJv  30-1  Piabeci 
RaMta.  Lady  Pandagon.  33-1  odm. 


FORM  FOCUS 


CRACK  ON  arereMad  dodde.  tnd  The  Qoy  Friar 

O  to  nonce  bunk  M  Taacesier  (2m,  anil)  MS- 

751  MOROSE  nrepttsJ  ifadfe  bta  Hooded 

Hank  20  to  mica  taffle  a)  Wnearton  pm.  good 

to  Kin.  CHAPRASSI  im  OMf-Yo  71  In  Naboml 

Hurt  Fkl  race  a  Fbtostone  (2m  If  110yd.  good). 

. .  ‘  '  f  18  k  "  ‘ 


HANGING  GROVE  aboU  Z9VH  Ob  oM8  to  Hogh 


Learte  u  now*  (sidle  al  Baler  (2m  2L  Qood  lo 
celt).  SOLKER-a  ted  171 5*1  Ol  18  to  My  Old 
China  in  NtilomJ  Hud  Fla  race  to  Wonasta  On. 
good  b  Son)  on  powlanata  tel  ELEAN0RA 
USE  521 91b  ol  12  to  Cafl  The  Swim  in  nonce 
Indie  here  (2m  U  good)  on  ptratentoe  tel 
SeJaeboK  MBt®  ‘ 


3.20 


BKKENHALL  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£4,177: 2m  3f)  (14  runners) 


501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 

508 

509 
51 D 
51V 

512 

513 

514 


013053  SOUTHAlfTON  9 
■  5FZ-PBF  MAESTRO  RAUL  13  (F 
226014  SUPREME  MUSC  50 


G  Btodtag  6-11-10.  -  Ik  A  Btotag  (71  87 

(H  Radtod  J  Gfflanf  10-11-4.  . .  P  HUt  SO 

Date)  P  Wriwte  7-116 - M  A 

265-24F  6ARRYLDUGH  9(G)  (t  WbUtoy)  D  Gateto  M0-13 _  U 

22P20-2  SWLHBGN  NV3C  48  lAetai 


104-4FF  REESaoCH  15 
F43P-21  COOLRH  30 
2140U1  FBfWCK  42 
Z-0PP1P  CAVAtfiW  13 


Mi 


(AeknSuiicingunuPtoe 510-13  DBrtdgwtoar  05 
M  l)frkx)  A  Tuna*  7-10-11 _ _  5  McNsS  - 


Weston)  p  Nichofc  8-10-10 _  A  P 

S]  (A  Pram)  R  HedDH  9-106 .  T  DoEOMte 

(H  Unrnl  H  Manes  7-10-5 - - S  Gann  (3) 

. . D  BudHl  12-10-2  Guy  Lnnc  (3) 


FD2324-  QIAIMB.  PASfrMc  385  (G)  (Mm  S  WnMngRn)  D  BucheJ  12-10-2  Guy  La 

4P0I514  DUnwGIlM  42 JS)  (Mn  S  BfdUcfe)  hi  Botan  10-106 - C 

♦DGP-fiU  TANGO’S  DELIGHT  36  (E  fa)  D  Etattrti  9-166  . . —  P 


_  ^  fa)  D  Bnwnh  B-1D6  — . .  P  Holey  - 

3-2PQ50  QUEENS  CONTRACTOR  35  W  Fa)  C  (Wan  6-166 -  G  Tamoy  0  - 

06PIW  BROWN  ROBBER  30  (W  Hetowao)  its  ft  Henduson  6-166  D  Satar  (5)  - 

loni)  haulclp:  IVwinflltn  6-12.  Togo's  My)  3-3.  Oupens  Cortaow  9-12  Bnwi  Brtttr56 
BETTING:  96  Contraa.  5-1  Fenncx.  21  Sautanten.  DantnaM.  16-1  Sonraign  Nctie.  IM  Ganyhngh. 
Ctteui  Psuna.  14-1  Mhere 


FORM  FOCUS 


SOUTHAITTON  281  3rd  cM4  to  Are&c  Ktoamn 
to  note  chase  to  Ideate  (So  if.  good  In  sail). 
SOVEREIGN  WCI€  B  W  of  9  lo  Smtem  in 


dose  to  Eaw  (2m  2L  good  to 
•Hfio MeR«  in  £<mm 


ncmces 

good) 


hwdhap  chase  to  SouBmmU 
FENVWStl^BHH 


—  4,t1°P'L 

beat  CTXHflE  0b  bte  oft 


Ml  In  amices  hzndkan  tom  ora  couse  and 
ifctwro  [goal)  CAVALBtD  heal  Mamtee  3f  m 
step  note  nudla  to  Chstew  (2m  fl  110yd. 
SBaj. IxmRKGraN  mi  Crtnel  Conioilnnm- 
kes  ten fop  ebasa  to  FbrtetoJ  (2m  2t  stoD  on 
uNbntoe  start. 

COOLREE 


3.50  YARC0MBE  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

{£2,567:  Zm  ffl  (13  ranerej 


501 

502 

603 

604 

605 


607 

60B 

509 

ffia 

611 

612 

613 


2-421 3F  All  CLEAR  83  &&  (A  Loroji)  U  Pipe  5-126 - - 

LAKE  KMUA  11SF  fr  C*y)  P  Mchtofc  5-126 - 

0PIJ6C3  OOG-S  GOLD  15  (6  Rtofy]  Us  t  ffcfsrtfc  6-116 . - 

4/2B-P4P  BttTSWHOm  BAH)  17  (A  Ctappenm)  D  GantaUa  5-116 
3CV3-P  CARELESS  FARMS  14  (M  Gfcwn)  N  Twe*»6WeS  6-1 1 -C 
03600  AODW  5  Mrs  M  Ueraftn)  B  Ueteyn  5-11-1-. - 

53snt  b  my  Ltway  m  m  btomi)  o  cr>wi  6-10-13 - 

352  HAfDSON  56  (Bdtom  facing)  8  MiUman  4-106 - 

23/P423  HULLO  MARY  DOLL  17  (Ploutfi  Junpen]  S  MBfa  7-104  _ 
'  ■  (P  AfctaO  A  Jonas  8-10-3  fte)_  .. 


04601  MSTANT  HOME  3  (ELS)  (P  IM  A  Jones  8-10-3 

MMJ3  ALLAHRAKHA  17  M  HB]  Mn  J  RetW  5-166. - 

PSD  HUGH  CROSS  31F  (P  VIAgMman)  S  KngM  4-166.  _ 

-  - m  p  PtaW  i  Pajne  10-106-  - 


_  D  BnogMta  92 
...  A  P  McCoy  - 
.—  M  Rfcha*  94 

_  M  Dwyer  91 

...  C  Ueantoya  83 
D  UtotawE  (Sj  97 
.  M  A  FtegsaU  09 
D  Ssta  (5)  80 

_ U  Pom*  a 

_ 5  Cb iron  ffl 


O/PO/P/  KWGS 

Lntig  MtjinktD  6-13.  Hucb  Cress  67.  Kings  Brampton  9-10. 


S  Bumxtfi  - 
Mr  R  P aynfl  - 


BETTWG:  5-2  AO  Cfe*  6?  HUa  Mary  Doll.  7-1  Ofcbrt  Hons.  6-1  C»4bss  farm.  ABtetJa.  10-1  King's 
Gofer,  12-1  totes 


FORM  FOCUS 


ALL  CLEAR  best  tel  beat  2ddd  a.trL^fl 


note  hurtle  to  LBB«a  Bnubund).  LAKE] 

BA  2nd  m  conUnns  ran  to  Goman  PM  (1m  6L 
and).  KBWS  GOLD  I8Jil  Srd  of  (8  to  feodum 
OiSfri*s  n  maden  hordte  to  UnrtMd  Cm  110yd, 
iwary).  HANDSON  71  2nd  nl  14  in  Ytetae  in 


.  hortto  to  Tautai  (2m  11.  good 
DOLL  7M1  3rt  to  18  to  Purbedr 
Cmte  n  notes  totem  Iwnfla  to  En»  (Tm 
B.  sofi)  mjm  HOME  bear  Kndatufe  B  to 
wflmg  handicap  huiHa  to  Lacesfer  (3a  heavy) 
ALL  CLEAR 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

.10 

?1 

12 

13 

14 


CURLAND  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2,864:  2m  If)  (14  runner*) 

223200  IBM  JAY  12  (Of AS)  pmuri  Associaks)  R  Sbwge  6-126  ...  ASbaaqa  90 


1464/26  MARIUS  55  (D.BF.S)  Ms  A  Man)  J  G8kml  6-11-4 - ....  PM  ® 

2S-12  HtHJ)  YOUR  RAMS  65  (05)  (8  Sward)  ft  Fma 

£213521  BUZCS  OF  TODY  1$  (F AS)  (D  Wsoa)  1  Tbcansw  Jones  7-11-3  G  Tntey  p)  91 

ISOM/  PERFAY  723F  P)  (N  Ctoenanl  R  Star  6-116 - y.5™?  ~ 

2-MM  TOE  9LACK  MM(  35  (VJ)^  IPfla  Rate)  M  Pipe  B-116  D  Mflra  ffl 

0242-40  MLDWGO  B  (CDJS)  (G  Prt»)  G  Pte  9-166. _ _ _ _  D  Vfttai  (51  B1 

5U6LQ5  SrtWS  MB»  15  |KW5  H  W»™v(  Ufes  W-  S 

22644B  DRESS  DANCE  17  (Mb  J  POtal)  N  ttetal  E-10-i  —  -  Itete  gl  ® 
400426  IUaC CROWN  96  (CD.&S)  (40^00  Btart  M  5-106  Bfetota  m  W 
UP-402D  MUSTAHL  7  pflfl  (Unuy  tom)  R  Hodgu  7-106  - ...  T  Dxtarta  (5)  BB 

Loop  tortScm  Ncnfec  Crawi  9-12.  Mj9bH  96. 

BCrnNG:  3-1  Btocon  01  Troy.  5-1  Hold  Yon  Ranks.  7-1  Spore  Wen.  Mattos.  6-1  Afler  Wjins.  5oady  Sues. 
12-1  ton  Jay.  i«-l 


FORM  FOCUS 


MAWS  2W  2nd  to  IB  ID  UWte) 


beta  oft  Med  ofl  tWL  HOLD  you?  HWffi 


beat  am  91 15  ID  'fSspJrtfeS 
Nenmi  Abb*  (2m  ft  aft).  BL«™J 


m^nntasuB 


Kttrd  eterr  71  Sad  o)  6  *i tan d  itom 

15  to  Symbol  Ol  Suras  in  1 . . 


to  CtBpsta  (Zm  lifryi  b«4  »  M  «  W  tei 

SMateTwAHUS 


Windsor 

Going:  son 


bte  (C 

(7-2):  3. 


1.10  On  61  UOjrtfrdte/ 1. 

Uissn^n.  11-2):  2.  Fine  a 
Ptengran  (H-4  law)  15  ran  NR  Absolutely 
Average.  II,  201.  N  Gasetee.  To®:  E750; 
ctfloTEiaa  E2.m  of-  etsm  tna 
E2D  BO  CSF:  E2624 


I40(2mhdle)l.  Darter  (S  Ryan.  136  lav): 


2.  BaBvar  (9-2):  3.  Salop  (33-1).  17  nan. «, 
-  ~3le:  E2.30.  Cl 20.  52.50. 


31.  R  Atehiaa  Tote: 

40  DF:  E4.9a  Tno-  Cl 50  90.  CSF  CIO  33 
2.10  C2m  &  tlOyd  hdte)  1.  No  FidcOhg  (P 
Crowley.  3-1  lav).  2.  Little  Oynk  (6&-1I;  3. 
AWyirann  (5-1j  16  ran  0. 12I.M  WBUnson. 
Toe-  £360.  £1 60.  £3250,  £1.70.  DP 
C15BL50.  Trio:  £31120  (per  worv  pool  at 
C39BB3  earned  forward  to  1  40  at  Ludlow 
today).  CSF  £15206 


Quarry  Hcura 
156  lav.  IB  tan.  fct  I2t  J  J  O'Neil  Tore. 
£920.  H  70.  E2.10,  E5B0,  £7.70.  DF: 
£37.50  Tno:  £50  00.  CSF:  ES3  81  TncasL 
£80788. 


3.10  Jj2n^lx)te)  1._Ke*y  Mac  (CjJewelyn. 


>(2m5tch)  1,  No  Pain  No  Gain  |P  Hide, 
taw):  2.  Dorn  Samcwai  (12-1).  3. 
'  _  -  ‘  JGdford 


6-1):  i  Pasisjenl  Gunner  (16-1):  3.  Hshcps 
Caste  (12-1)  Daly  Sport  Gj/i  ji-4  tav.  12 
ran.  Hd.  91.  D  O'Bnen.  Tour  C7.QO;  £2.00. 
£260. £3  30.  OF- £34.50  Trio.  £50.80.  CSF 
£97  85  Tncao:  C1.CG9  8B 
3.40 

4- 7 

HawMield  CIO-1).  18  ran.  14M.  20 
Tote-  £1.70,  El  TO.  £2-30,  £1.60.  DP 
E10.50.  Tno:  £14 10.  CSF  £11.11 
4.10  (2m  4  heto)  1.  Combo  (D  Skyrme. 
S3-1f.  2  Danger  Btojy  (33-t);  2  Ramateh 
(10-1):  4.  Star  Mattel  (12-1).  Nessun  Doto 

5- 1  lav.  18  ran.  n*l.  1!4I  M  Banks  Tote. 

£29.00;  £4  ID,  £11.60.  £2.70,  £4  30.  DF 
£363.10.  Tito.  £4  37 SO  (pan  won;  pool  ol 
£433.48  earned  forward  lo  1  40  a)  Ludlow 
today)  CSF:  E757.32  Tncasc  £9^91  35 
Place  pot  £17020.  QuadpoC  £85.40. 


Nottingham 

Going:  good  lo  sort 

120  (2m  hdte)  l,  Amber  Vrttey  (A  P 
McCoy.  100-30);  2.  Hndatoofa  (70-  fy;  3. 
Zingtet  (5-2  lav)  19  ran  SL  41  D  WShams, 
Tow:  E560;  Cl  60.  E2.4Q.  £120  OP 
£10.80.  Tno:  £1290  CSF-  £40  49  No  bU 
120  (3m  110yd  CM  1.  Mng  Ludter  {A 
Magute.  4-5  lav.  Yhundwer's  nap).  2 
Deee  Merehall  (50-11;  3.  Jackson  Flrt 
|4-i)  12  ran  NR  Andre  Lavto.  Cette  Town. 
Lay  It  Ofi  W.rfist  DNkiialson  Tors  EI  40. 
£110,  £3200.  £120  DF-  E43  60  Tno: 
£17.70.  CSF  £4806.  Alter  a  slewenSs1 
inquiry,  result  stood. 

220  (3m  110yd  ch)  1.  ManetM  (A  P 
McCoy,  B-13  lev.  Newmarket  Coraspon- 
derfr-s  nap),  2  Hairistowm  Lady  14-1):  3. 
Cataaase  (12-1).  5  ran.  21, 1L  N  Callaghan 
Tcte:  £1  60:  £1.10.  £280.  DF:  E230.  CSF 
£326 

220  (2m  51  110yd  ch)  1.  Sprowskm  Boy 
(W  WcxiNngun.  16-1);  2.  Waiartort)  Caste 
(3-1  (art.  3,  ChanErfortianSwaie  (TO-1J.  4. 
Ttoe  CD  Endurance  (20-1).  17  ran.  a.  1«l  M 
Qiapmen.  Tore:  £40  TO:  £330.  n  SO. 
£4  70.  £2830.  DF  £8850.  Tna-  £131.30 
(part  iint  pool  e4  £1B  49  earned  torward  to 
1.40aJLuotowicd3y).  CSF:  £66.19  Tncasi 
£500.09. 

320  (2m  hdtel  1.  Tainan  (A  P  McCoy.  »-4 
lav).  2.  San  Cel  (IB-1):  3.  No  LgN  0-1}. 
12  ran.  5L  4L  T  Forster.  Tote:  £300;  £1  BO. 
£6 OO.  £1.40.  DF: £34  10.  Tno; £6070  CSF: 
£38.31  Tricast  £109  12. 


350  <Sm  51  110yd  hdlo)  1.  Strathmore 
Lodge  (M  Norton,  8-1,  Private  KandBcap- 


par-a  top  rating):  2.  Old  HeMfi  (12-1):  3. 
Unde  Keeny  (10-1);  4.  Campaign  (5-2  lav) 
20  ran.  NR-  Ce»c  Rea.  Megarramch  Nk. 


Meganwcti 

IUI.  JJerterson  Tore.  fn.BCr;  £3.00.  £2.70. 
£320.  £150.  DF.  E10120  Tna  £175  10 
CSF-  £104  70  Trtcssi-  £S24  04 


JatApct  not  won  (pod  of  £3,708:66 
canted  forward  to  Taunton  today). 
PtacepoC  £520.  QuadpoL  £4.40. 


Wolverhampton 


Gang:  srandsid 
220  (2m  46yd)  1,  SfufcJyi  (R  Cbcftrane. 


5-2);  2.  MSngavie  p-l  tav):  3.  BaHymac  Girt 
{10-lj.  8  ran.  6.  Ill  fi  Ho*« 


...  ...  .  .  iraheed  Tote: 

£220.  ei.ia  £130,  £1.70  DF- £2.60. CSF- 
£724  Tricast:  £34.18. 

220  (1m  41)  1,  Old  Provence  (A  Mackay. 
5-21.2,  Mate  A  Note  (5-1):  3,  Pteriy  Dancer 

g -4  tart  B  ran  1KI.  tl  R  Hams.  Tote. 

L50:  El  40.  El. 30.  £1  40  DF-  £720  CSF. 
£1517. 

3.00  dm  rooydl  I.  Ocean  Park  (A  Clark. 
56  lav).  2,  ISoldan  Ported  (15-8):  3.  Rastaie 
(20-1)  8  ran.  3.  a  Ladv  Herrtos.  Tote 
£240; £1  00. £2.10. E3.40  DF:£120  CSF: 
£3 13 

320  (im  40  1.  Magic  Junction  (T  (vet. 
13-1).  2.  Made  Bay  (7-2):  3.  Opera  Butt 
(3-1).  Cur  Tom  5-2  rav  B  ran.  I*,  rtlt  Lora 
Hurdrotlon  Tote-  E1020,  £2.10.  £2.00, 
£1.10  DF-  £9900  Trio  £2820  CSF: 
£5029.  Tricast  Cl 4600 
400  (50  1.  Body  (tana  Wands.  100-30 
(I -tew).  2.  Memo  Street  [100-3  jt-iav):  3.  Red 
A&JBte  113-2)  12»an.2l.  ^LBBaugti  Tote- 
£3 TO; £2 10,  Cl 20  £i  70  DF:£S50.Tito 
£21 2a  CSF- £14  £9  No  bd 
4J30  [70  1,  Brtgenoane  IN  Carlisle.  132). 
2,  Aoed  (2-i  lavfr3.  UyHons  MKtate  CM|. 
0  ran  Nh.  IM  S  Bowiira.  Totr  £920; 
£240.  El  70.  El  10  K1-  £7.40  Trtt>- £18.00. 
CSF- £1831  Trtcasr  £5063 
Ptacepot  £830.  Quadpoc  £530. 


I 


RACING  43 


Tarawa  heads  market 


TARAWA,  impressive  win¬ 
ner  of  the  Lad  brake  Autumn 
Handicap  last  season,  was 
yesterday  made  the  spon¬ 
sor's  favourite  to  open  his 
1996  Flat  campaign  with  a 
victory  in  the  William  Hilt 
Lincoln. 

The  improving  four-year- 
old,  who  won  three  races  and 
finished  third  in  a  listed  race 
between  September  and  De¬ 
cember,  heads  the  betting  at 
12-1,  having  been  set  a  weight 
of  9st  4lb. 

Ladbrokes  make  Tarawa  a 
164  chance  alongside  Delta 
Soleif.  while  Coral  make 
Sharp  Prospect  their  12-1 
joint-favourite  with  Tarawa. 

Tarawa's  trainer.  Neville 

tbouglii  I  wDui^^^^^the 
horse  and  have  a  look.  He 
hasn't  even  cantered  yet.  bat 
he  is  not  die  sort  of  horse 


who  needs  a  lot  of  work.  He 
will  probably  go  straight 
there  without  a  run  on  the 
aO-wealher.  1  am  quite  sur¬ 
prised  that  he  is  favourite. 
That’s  nor  a  good  start,  is  it?" 

The  Mark  Johnston- 
trained  Celestial  Key  and 
Decorated  Hem.  from  the 
John  Gosden  stable,  are 
joint-top  weights  on  9st  101b 


LEADING  WEIGHTS 


Latest*!  Key  6vra6st-H».  DsctMted 
Here  4-9-10.  C«*seuxTtysl  4-96,  Free  To 
Speak  4-8-7,  Tarawa  4-9-4.  Hoh  &pres& 
4-9-4,  Beauchamp  Jazz  4-9-4.  Kayvee  7- 
9-4.  Autumn  An  air  4-9-1.  We*  on  Arsenal 
4-86.  Desert  Greer  7-9-0  Nfttrt  Dance  4- 
96,  Quae nfetet  4-96.  Monro  Arrow  5-8- 
12.  Pinkerton's  Far  56- 12.  AJcateb  <6  It], 
Date  Solon  4  -8-10,  Al  Reel  5-8-9.  AM  46- 
9.  Vffliam  Ten  566.  Rovutq  Minaw  566. 
Cede?  Le  Passage  566.  Billy  Bu&ri- 
wactef  66-7,  NfcjeTa  Lid  466.  Slone 
Ridge  466.  Peeh  Vessure  466.  Hardy 
Durea  465.  Barbaroya  56-5.  Shw  Ftoiri 
665.  Miifrowr  6-8-5.  Ro&sr’ch  Hudson 
465  (Run  at  Ocrwader  (im).  March  23) 


for  the  annual  curtain-raiser 
to  the  Flat  turf  season  at 
Doncaster  on  March  23. 

The  mile  contest  has  at¬ 
tracted  122  entries,  including 
the  Iasi  three  winners.  Rov¬ 
ing  Minstrel  (Sst  Sib).  Our 
Rita  (7st  I  life}  and  High 
Premium  (7st  31b). 

David  Hood,  of  HtDs.  said 
(hat  h is  firm  would  again  be 
sponsoring  the  Spring  Mile 
on  the  Friday  as  a  consola® 
tion  race  for  those  horses 
who  fail  to  make  the  cut  for 
die  Lincoln  proper. 

Hills  bet  12-1  Tarawa.  14-1 
Beyond  Doubt,  16-1  Billy 
Bushwacker,  Decorated 
Hero.  Delta  SoieflL  Sharp 
Prospect.  20-1  Beauchamp 
Jazz.  Bernard  Seven.  Celes¬ 
tial  Choir,  Hand  Craft.  Mov¬ 
ing  Arrow.  Night  Dance. 
Roving  Minstrel.  Samwar, 
25-1  bar. 


THUNDERER 

12.40  Master  Tribe.  1.10  OANJtNG  (nap).  1.40  Take 
A  Flyer.  2.10  Turning  Tree.  2.40  Newhall  Prince.  3.10 
Apachee  Flower.  3.40  Pim barley  Place.  4.10  Potter’s 
Gale. 


GOINS.  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  FIRM  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


12.40  MARSHBHOOK  MAIDEN  HURDLE 

(Div  1:  £2,682: 2m)  (18  runners) 


0  UNWORTHY  LORD  53  C  Poptam  5-11-10 . 

BBEQUEST  313F  C  Mm  5-11-10 _ 

53  BLAZE  OF  OAK  34  J  Bndlcy  5-11-10 _ 

0-00  C0LHMLL  39  A  AJbop  3-11-10. .  -  _ 

0  COUNTOY  MH5TOEL  72  S  Ooudi  5-11-10 . . 

OB  DRAKESTUNE  45  RBnM  5-11-10 _ 

0223  DREAM  RBE 13  (Bn  DMdialson  6-11-10  .. 
0  MASTER  TUBE  44  Ms  J  P8uan  6-11-10 
ORANGE  PLACE  B3F  T  tatfUon  5-u-i0.-_ 
RACWG  TBJEGRAPH  ft  J  Payne  5-11-10 . . . 
056  8AIA70ULLE  RtMO  44  R  Lee  5-1M0  .. 
RBTECTIC  975F  G  Jonas  7-11-10 _ 

13  PI 4-  SEA  SCAMP  243P  (GJ  D  LUy  8-11-10..  . 

14  -03P  US  KHSfflER  54  (F)  0  Stamorf  6-11-10 . 


..  ADobUn  - 
J  Ratal  - 
R  Jotnsoi  (3)  92 
JU/MUnaf  - 
.  IN  juntas  - 
PUcLougMn  - 
-  A  Hagan  ffl 
.  WMaani  79 

.DGabrfe  - 

.  8  Powefl  - 
GHogani 
B  fatal 
.  Mr  1 1 

JDtownc  90 


15  3-PP  WAWSTS  SPORTS  12  P  Htott  7-11-10 _ J  R  Kaunatoi  - 

16  DRUM  BATTLE  11BFWGU Timer  4-10-U.  .  ATtaraon  - 

17  0  MQNUWNT  12  JHnB  4-10-12 _ ....  G  Upton  - 

IB  SMART  GUEST  13FJ  A  Karts  4- 10-T?..  ASSfflUt- 


5-2  Dram  Rta.  5-1  Itate  Trte.  6-1  Btas  Of  Oak.  B-1  Bktqucsl  14-1  Racing 
latoyat*.  The  Borate.  Donga  Place.  20-1  rthtcL 


1.10  MARSHBHOOK  MJUDBI  HURDLE 

(Div  II:  £2,668: 2m)  (18) 

1  BEAU  QUEST  37FBCaMbldge  SMI-10-  TJUapSyp)  - 

2  0  fRMRSTOffr42CBn«i6-1Mfl _  —  JRafltDn  - 

3  20  GONE  FDR  LUNCH  G4  libs  H  KnqM  5-11-10  GFRyanfS)  - 

4  GRSJI  CffiJSADB  1031  (V)  MnvHM 511-10 J R Knagh  - 

5  4024  MAGMA  SOM)  56  B  fan  5-11-10.- . Garylyms  B3 

6  5  QPBffTTO 42 Mra S Iteck 6-11-ID . . GBrafcy- 

7  4- PAQRC POKER B37F A Jmes 6-11-10 . WMvsui- 

B  044  RWeSTAR  57  J  Png  5-11-10 . . . G  llpbl  65 

9  062  ROYAL  SILVER  20  T  fata  5-11-10 . . Atfegrte  75 

ID  OB  70RUR47ll(kslMd(ie5-il-lB . . -LHray- 

U  0  UEEAM  45  A  Brew  5-11-10 _ PMeLautf*)  - 

1?  860  DNElBRE  DtaE  38  JAeotB®  6-11-5. .  ■  Ur  fl  Thornton  (7/  - 

13  300  MRA33RHiitafladMl-5 - IfcaSShmB  - 

14  22  DAMJHG 41  HTSShnaod 4-10-12 . JOsbama  ffl 

15  JUST  FOR  A  REASON  213F  D  Muray  Snilh  4-10-12  D  Gabtote  - 

16  LYNTON LAD 8tf(B)C Boots 4-10-12. _ GBradey  - 

17  U2  TRACK  W»  101FfiJBF|UPi(po  4-18-12 _ J  Liras  84 

II  BRASS  TAPIS  14SFRPtiflB  4-10-7  . . JAIicCta«  - 

54  faiglng.  lt-4  Tragic  Hera.  6-1  Raya!  Staa.  6-1  Gone  Far  LlwSi.  10-1 
Dpaau.  14-1  Lyrtaa  Lid.  Ronsa.  16-1  often 


1.40  NEENTON  SH11N&  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.304:  2m)  (20) 


1  miY  EASTER  BABY  1101  (D.S)PConiWl(M26  -  LHmwy  - 

2  60D0  LAWNSWOOD  JUMOR  7  0)J  Sparing  9-11-12  SRIgitai  (7)  87 

3  364-  MHRHNA SVF 7 toughan 6- (1-11  _  .  OSafeglMr  82 

4  351/  BEAUFAN  B29  (COT  .OS)  B  faitafQO  9-11-7  .  Gary  Lyons  - 

5  0544  KAliARI  34  KD.G)  A  enroll  11-11-2 .  J  R  Uwagli  90 

6  MF  TAKE  A  FLYER  17  JD  J,6)  R  ttadge  6-10-12 .  B  Potato  91 

7  616  PROJECTS  MATE  34 /CD.F.S)  H  Bom  HIM  2  PMcLmgl*!  92 
a  8103  GAFE SECRET 45 IF) ft  BtotaloiiS-10.il  JOtowrae  94 
9  F2F6  REIGHNS  ROYAL  64  D  Burctal  5106  .  ...  ' 

15  IFF  GOrr4Z(W|J(tarinwH06 . 

11  3-PS  RADAR  KMGHT  28  J  Prated  510-6  .  ... 

12  403P  PUSEY  STOKT  BOY  29  (VAF)  J  Bosfa  5155 

li  0250  GE0R8E LANE B4f  Joftoo 5155 . 

14  0260  UAQGALB&)  49  ffl)  JBntow  4-155. 

15  U024  HEAL  POPCORN  M  W  Jenks  510-4 


.  JPnorlT)  89 
_JlMdi  - 
R  Botany  87 
It  Bosky  87 
.  JLodte  90 
R  Johnson  (3)  91 
T  Jenks  90 


16  P)06  MASTER  MURfflY 43 C Bread  7-10-4  ..  WMffiton  - 

17  50-P  SEASOITS  STAR  3G  0  Buthofl  510-4  .  Miss  E  J  Jones  (7)  87 

18  0020  RAFIER-J  3f  J  A  Kaffls  5104. — - ASSntohffl 

19  4100  SEE  YDU  ALWAYS  35  IDT)  6  Oortes-Jras  5153  W  Ifef artw  91 

20  FF-4  PRCEWM»ftP®l9RPra»5H)-2 _ ...Attopte  79 

51  Sate  Secrd.  51  Ftonuu.  7-1  Protad's  Mate.  51  Kikai,  151  Laratsmod 
Ann.  Rograg  RoyaL  12-1  lata  A  Ry»,  14-1  «hss 


2.1  0  TENBURY  HANDICAP  CHASE  (E3.935:  3m)  (9) 

E 1 2  (C£.S)  C  Egator  15126  J 
(D.G£)  MBs  H  KngU  15126 


?6J0sMhi  93 


1  555  DMfT  TELL  THE  WFE  12 

2  3D1F  BISHOPS  ELAM)  7  ( 

GFRwn(5)  90 

3  -S5P  ffTTYBRBWE  29  Elf  .OS)  A  fares  12-116  W  Marsfcn  88 

4  00-1  TURWffi  TIW 13  [C.IL51  P  fteWCon  511-1  .  AMagunC 

5  640P  ULLWALK 12  (0F.GjS)  R  CUfes  15157  ..  .  G  Bmfcy  ffl 

6  4P2P  POHOER BOY  12 (D.F.G) R Hedges  1 1-10-3  ....  BPotnl  85 

7  116  DERRYMOSS  222  (V.COBFW5)  M  Ploa  15106  JUrawSB 

8  -4P0  VSAGA  33  (03,F^)  N  TMSton6«lE  1 5 10-3  .  T  Jeafe  97 

1  6T4U  LUCKY  AGAW  29  1F6)  C  Popham  510-0  .  -  ..ADoUta  9G 

54  Turning  Trte,  51  Bishops  Hand.  51  [tort  TaB  The  We.  51  often 


2.40  LONGMYND  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3.402;  2m)  (8] 

1  1121  NEWHAU  fWNCE  33  (D.f.61  A  Stacks  511-10  Gary  Lyons  ffl 

2  B52  EARLY  DRWBI 35  {&)  0  SteswMd  511-7.  JAMeCartv  51 

3  505P  HUSH  DANIELS  29(G)  B  Pietxe  511-1 _ G  Hogan  (3)  - 

4  3241  DAWN  CHANCE  34  (Di.G)  R  Hodges  151510.. .  B  Powto  W 

5  -OOF  STORWK  ROY 9  A  Iieneii  510-9 .  LHavoy  - 

6  OPFy  LEWTTWi  KX  542  (S)  JPmim  10-10-3- 

7  -424  COLONS.  COLT  34  R  DKUn  510-0 _ _ 

2  IOTP  COUNTRY  PARSON  34  J  Urfuincdue  7-104] . 


DGaCagher  - 
DUuoddi  66 
M  Sharon  - 


6-4  NewM  Pmcr.  52  Ei rtf  Druitar.  7-2  fan  Ch&ct.  7-1  Storming  Ray.  IB-1 
Hugh  fare's.  Lrrtte*  For-  20-1  offers 


3.1 0  WELSHPOOL  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,780.  3m  21  HOyd)  (18) 


F33S  NOW  WE  KNOW  12(05)  M  Stepcart  512-0 .  ..  0  Panel  93 
500  JUST  ONE  CAMLETTO  3B  (5)  N  tmston-fanes5il-9 


TJenft  87 

506  BEE  DEE  EOT  14  (G)  P  Ctata  511-7  . .  B  fatal  (5)  95 

3103  HOODWHCBt  12  IGlWJteta  7-11-6  . ADoMh  69 

000-  CHAROSCURO  281  (5)  C  face  1511-5  Ife  J  Crtoiy  (7)  90 
i(PJA 


6  3TS6  PREQOLB  JUNO  29  (CJ.SJ  0  Durfc-Jones  7-11-4 

WMcFoim  93 

7  0-QP  TARKOVSKY  89  (5)  F  Jorire  11-11-3 . .  J  L odder  98 

3  0300  OU)  MONEY  7  (6)  CBmd  1511-1. - 1  J  Moptiy  (3)  92 

9  PMO  KHAZARI14  (F.G5)  R  Btefterton 511-0  ..  LHavey  SS 

10  -42D  ALTERNAIWN 47 OftPWebbei  7-11-0-  ..  MrPScoS(7)  97 

11  PFSO  SOLOMAN  SPRMGS  13  (VflMrsV  Wan)  51513 

JAKdBBQh  96 

12  -241  APACHEE  FLOWER  76  IG)  H  fare  51512 . A  UaguoE  97 

13  3606  PATOOCUJS  7  (SI  J  Itocloe  11-1511  .  ..  WMarston  90 

14  0-45  5PT5  DELIGHT  45  IF.G)  Ike  A  Horn  151511 .  A  lhortai  - 

15  2305  COPPER  COL  9  W  S  U  Tiara  5159 _ JPtraerf?)  86 

IE  6010  EDWARD  SEYMOUR  35  (C£)W  Jetts  5157 1*  R  Baton  (7j  ffl 
17  502  SR  CRUSTY  13  (FJxS)  C  Jones  14-10-4 . G  Upton  9? 

16  -MU  MGSFWPEHNS.  14  (F)  4  8dt»5TM —  PMcLoutftfn  - 
52  Apidw  Hover.  52  Pauocic.  5i  No*  We  Know.  51  HoflAnta.  151 
Ataitaton.  Edward  Seymour.  14-1  often. 


3.40 


TEFORD  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3.420: 2m  41)  (16) 


1  3-1U  OLYMPIAN  68  (BDJ^l  J  Nwilf  5U-11... .  WMarston  ffl 

2  41R  PWBUEY PLACE  12 (S5)NTwtai fates 511-11  TJwks  * 

3  2-TP  JWSBOn? (Rlir.H PM) 7-11-5 _ Dlafty  - 

4  544  CAPO  CASTAMJU  SO  Mss  HUghl  7-11-5 _ J  Osborne  95 

5  F-62  DANTES  SUN  »  ft)  T  fa*  MI-5 _ AThontaa  B2 

6  W  FATHERTBIO  Jteafla*511-5_^. . WJRyan(7|  - 

I  5f  LUCKY LAWNG 30 Rndfas 7-11-5 . ... _ jRatan  - 

8  510  PRNCETHORPE  47  (F^BfanMta  511-5  ..  fay  Lyons  - 

9  542-  PRBMY  HPER  255  J  fttetenag  7-11-5 . WWotaVon  77 

Ul  GUO,  fUnf045SF4F03erMI-5 - GB*fcy  - 

11  5S3  SWING UGHT 12 (OS) DNttoh* 7-11-6....  Atagrtra  B4 

i:  ErtP  SPARTS FAULT 9 PEnb 511-5 _ Ah  J  Crtay  (7)  - 

13  052F  SfrirrCMT 47 (QOMcCra 511-5 . DlfcCah  - 

14  P-43  LYRICAL  SEAL 56 DBeodiDsK 511-0. _ DGaflaglra  - 

15  2-PS  WARM 42 4 King  10-11-0.- . GUftoo  93 

15  3240  VHIYVEL 17 (ft J Badfa 510-8 _ RJebnson(3)  - 

54  Phnbertty  Ptace.  51  Snug  UgM.  5)  Olynewn.  51  Cjpo  Cadanun.  151 
fattsSui.  151  iteywL  '51  often 


4.10  BONUSPRINT  INTERMEDIATE  NATIONAL  HUNT 
FLAT  RACE  (£T,828:  2m)  (18) 


i 


21  POTTER'S  GALE  33  (FjONWiotsoo  511-9  Rtosey(5|  - 

6  ARRY5U 40 R HoffiMbead 511-7 . MfcaSShanan  - 

0  StfflHELQ  SOY 47  G  Qafessfcnes  5 1 1-7  IB  A  Ctartes-incs  - 
0  O.Y1HA  HU  LAD  14  J  Braky  511-7 .  .. .  R  Johnson  (3)  - 
0  GRUSWiO  57  TGwrgo  511-7  .  ..  Ift  R  Thornton  (7)  - 
23  KALADROSS 33  W Mile 5-11-7  . .  Gfaranp)  - 

KH8Y MDORSOE R Bata 511-7 .  MUfatai*  - 

0  MAMOND  28  N  TtasSOteDwes  511-7  ... .  MfegUey(7)  - 

MYSTIC  MARCH  PRoatort  511-7  _ Mr  Jdftdy  (7l  - 

0  DPTMST1C  AFFAK  14  AStiaaei  511-7.  B  fan&ng  frj  - 
3  SDLMOS  LM  FUN  37  Ifcs  H  Kidgta  511-7  .  G  F  Ryan  (5|  - 
5  5TOFT POKEY 2430 IMlnms 511-7  ..  ..  MCIarte(7)  - 
TUG  YOUR  FDRELOCX  6  JftrconHxflteM  5H-7 

Mas  E  Jtdmm  HougMon  - 

14  0  WHAT  A  STOREY  44  P  Wetter  51 1-7 - tfr  P  ScoO  l?)  - 

15  2  UAYLUMAQC M MMcComre* 511-2  ...  PMeLwotta  - 

16  BATH  TOES  B  IMkran  51D-4  .  .  .  .  MrLJeUort  - 

17  RUSTY  HALL  P  Curtail  4-10-4  .  ..  .  B  Fenian  (5)  - 

18  0  SUPER  BRUSH  13  PJoluson  4-10-4 _ M  UoBoy  (f)  - 

5-4  Poiw  i  Gale.  4-7  Sounds  Lie  Fun.  51  HaUt&oa,  151  Mankind.  Maytir 
Ma»t  12-1  Aimt.  251  ofters. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TOAMBIS:  S  iherwood.  9  rnnnen  hum  33  runners.  27.3S.  D 
Mchtosoa  2i  Iran  79.  26  69b.  u  Pipe.  1 5  ton  73. 20  5%;  P  Hobbs. 
10  kora  51. 196%,  T  Fonlef.  It  bom  62. 17.7V 
JOCKEYS:  6  Powell.  B  winners  tan  36  rates.  2251:  J  Osborne.  10 
tan  47. 213%.  D  Mfeghei.  6  tan  32. 18BV  J  Rafam.  7  tan  39. 
17  91;  A  Thornton.  &  tram  34.  i7.B%. 


BUNKERED  FIRST  TIME  Llngfteld  Parte  1  DO  Goktefl  Puncri  130 
Sharp  ThriU.  OJcK  Mahon  3.00  Mottegue  Dawson.  330  Durham. 
Red  Spectacle.  Sassrver.  LutJtovr  t  10  Tragc  Here.  Greer 
Crusader  1 40  Pussy  S&*at  toy  Taunton  1.50  Desert  PrssJdsro. 
2J20Cyflwre. 


Guest  ZOO  Sweet 
Random.  3.30  Out- 


THUNDERER 
1.00  Jade  Venture.  1.30  S 
Supposin.  2.30  Errant.  3. 
stayed  Welcome.  4.00  MUos. 

Our  Newmarfret  Correspondent  1 .00  Jade  Ventura. 
ZOO  SWEET  SUPPOSIN  (nap).  Z30  Errant 


GOING:  STANDARD  DRAW:  6F-1M,  LOW  BEST  SIS 


1 .00  MORE  HASTE  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(Div  1:  £3,236:  im  20  (9  runners) 


EMPERORS  WOOD  B4J  P  Kayred  5-9-2  _ 
50  GOLDEN  PUNCH  14  (V)  C  CYser  59-3  .. 
5  RED  CHAtNEL  30  T  Casey  55? 

M  THUNDEROUS  7  (B)  J  Bridget  5-52  _  . 

655  TDDO  13  P  Ittrital  5-52 . . 

554  CALL0NE5CY  5  D  CTBnen  4-50 _ 

005  USTER  226  K  UcJUAr  4-50 . 

0  PfiFSTKa  LAD  13 B  Steal 4-50  . 

21  JADE  VSVTURE  544  SIHnfc  5511.  .. 


AUcBone4 


W  fatal  I 
J  liter  6 
_  A  Ctaik  5 
GBafaea2 
.  ..  J  Fortune  i 
S  Sanden  3 
J  WBarer  7 


9-4  Jade  Vatowa.  51  Todd.  7-2  Red  ChatuL  4-1  FjfesU.  52  Cafeorasey.  251 
Emptier,  Wool  JM  nftara. 


1  .30  LITTLE  ACORNS  SELLING  HANDICAP 

(£2.505: 1m4fl(15) 


50)  HARRY  40BJ  A  J  Wtetn  6-510 . -  .  J  Fortjne  3 

054  CABCHARS  BLUE  12  (CJA  T  tafan  4-57  T  AsMey  (7)  6 

2-06  HDGHTH  OF  FAME  B  A  J  Mbm  556 _  6  BanUrek  13 

06P-  QUADRANT  295  (C0J5)  A  Moore  7-55  .  -  Candy  Monte  B 

53-6  SHARP  THRU.  9  (B)  B  final  5-54 _  ..  R  Coctwsna  1 

155  nBMBLE  79 (D.G>C  fronton 4-53 _  AMitay4 

OOOr  FEELING  HOPE  473  M  fanta  552  -  .  AUcOomO 

520  JOBBER'S  FDDU  5  (BJT  D  WUami  4-52  DGtflHs<5)11 
045  5UK1NSE  GUEST  lilt  (CW.G.S1C  Duyir  55-1  MWotrer  12 
495  CARROLLS  MARC  37  IpffS)  C  Munr  55 1 _ JWnrer? 


P50  QUKK  MUDH  IB  (V)  J  UuHies  5-511 

452  I0.TAK  9  P  Item  4-6-6  ... _ 

0-60  7ELEPHDS  9  (COF.G)  B  UAtaft  7-57  .. 

505  MAFUTA9 JS2rahm4-52._ . 

553  DUG8AN  9  (OF.G)  P  Evac  5  7-12 - 

51  UUEk.52!nta)te,5l  JbHmi's  Fiddle.  51  HeaMi  01  Fame.  152  Duggan. 
7-1  bbtata.  151  a ap  Ihnii.  12-1  edm 


JF  Egan  14 
S  Sauen  15 
HRjranarS 

Nfafiste7 

JOtanlO 


2.00  PBtNY  WISE  CLAIMING  STAKES 

(£3.275:  im)  (12) 


1  211-  HHN£TOttB©M{aj/.8)GL  Mot  6-9-6  fl  Latamrai  (7)  5 

2  4-15  RAMBQ  WALTZER  8  (D.Sj  D  Hiderte  4-52  .  Afa  Gnaws  B 

3  12-0  SWEB  SUPPOSM  8  (VXO.G)  C  Dkya  5-52  -  T  Ashby  (7)  2 

4  050  MANABAR  16  m.B)  M  fagb»  4-50  _  .  MRtamr9 

5  051  HAND  OF  STRAW  B  (VAC)  P  Muprty  4-512  S  Orowe  (3)  1! 

6  54-2  PER&.OUS  PLIGHT  7  iCOJ.Gl  W  Mtor  5-51? ..  JWemer4 

7  (W-5  DQ2LEM 7  (BJUrl  J  Ptaton 7-510 _ PUcCatepnO 

8  151  MASNUtt 5JC0i£9) R DTUbon  11-84  .  .  .  ACM  11 

9  DOC-  AM  H.YEB  69  A  Mom  4-54 . .  Candy  monte  i 

18  555  RJUR  LADY  7J  IDJ)  W  E  M  lima  553  C  Adamson  p)  3 

11  532  FAEZB6LOSII ft  Saraaan  WJ-2 -  ....  G  Banted  B 

t2  m  rewiKKM»Re5rsjaOTfaraBn<-r-ii.„  thm(T)t 

7-2  Rmfto  Hum.  51  Ur  HntmdnL  52  Uasajn.  51  Peftus  PIUNL  ll-S 
area  Sowato.  51  fan.  151  bbsabn.  151  often 


2.30  MORE  HASTE  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(Div  II:  £3,218: 1m2f)  (8) 


1  DOIl'  BAY  BOB  3N  T  Coey  7-52 _ 

2  605  BOOST 42JM Ms N Iterer-HM... 

3  5  CULTURAL  CON  236  P  MXdato  4-50. 


....  AitostayS 
..  S  Drowns  (3)  3 
--  A Cbrt  1 


4  42-4  ERRANT  14  D  Cosgme  4-50_ . J  Qutrn  7 

5  005  SVKffT  ALLEGIANCE  59  J  PtndHn  6-511...  PMcCrt*(3)5 

6  6®  lOCfS  W  7HE  SNV  12  A  Jteewrtte  551 1 .  D&fflhs{5)6 

7  056  YOUR  MOST  WBjCOME  7  D  Bronrii  Daire  55li  G  Cater  4 

8  005  GANADOR  94  B  Snarl  4-59  . . R  Codnrat  2 

5-4  Dram.  3-1  Cutua)  ktn.  52  lot  Ural  UWcnma  51  faiadw.  7-1  Hoed 
IM  Bqr  Bob.  I4-i  ufttn. 


3.00 


MANY  COOKS  HANDICAP  (£3,218: 60  (14) 


035  MASTER  HLLFELD  31  (CAF.G)  C  Hd  4-513  J  Wearer  12 
4-1Z  PAGEBOY  9  p.CD^.G)  F  fatoam  7-512  -  ..  .  J  Fortune  4 
050  TEWJfl8(CGlDf6cJuds559. 

4511  ‘ 


005  JAAZIU 
053 
46-0  MONTAGUE 


Atex  Gnaws  B 
)  U  Iftdgtncl  553..  .  A  Eddery  (7)  10 
A®  14  ffl/)  G  Margarnr  4^-13-  .  .  A  Curt  7 
DAWSON  14  (V.COG)  Mn  N  Matautey  4-512 

S  Drama  (S)  11 

7  65-0  RANDOM  14  (C.G)  C  Jane,  5-512..  . .  C  Rutter  t 

8  524  FORT  KNQK  12  (B.CJ.G1  9  Ftaret  5-512 _  D  Biggs  13 

9  04-5  1HCA  AS  TH£«S  12  lOJF.F^)  R  Ttumpun  4-510 

5DWBU1B14 

10  15-2  HALBERT  12  (iff}  p  Bwgoyw  7-8-5  OSWereyfTJi 

11  253  RETTY  FOOTSTEPS  12  S  Campion  4-52 „  __  T  WBbirs  2 

12  354  NEWKG10N  BUTTS  15  B  WtAuffle  6-8-2  . .  .  S  Sanders  9 

13  550  YflfflLVEJCTDHEHALL12DUawSraiti4-7.il  AUackay3 

14  453  N1VASHA  12  R  faad  1-7-11 _  .  ..  j  Oram  5 

4-1  F^peficy.  n-2  fatten.  6-1  Frey  FratrteiH.  Roctaada  152  Fori  Rraa.  51 
Nnrata.  Nerangton  Bids.  51  oftes 


3.30  CAVEAT  EMPTOR  HANDICAP 

(£2,824  2m)  (14) 


l 


254  SB  NORMAN  HOLT  12  IB.CJ:£)  R  O'SnSm  7-10-0  0  Eagre  11 
c  351  MBD  SIRAIVSBIRr  S  (CBIJH  Mss  8  Snider:  r-512  (<toj 

SSwtasl 

3  4/3-  DURHAM  57J  (B)  R  Snpsm  5510 _ _  S  Drawna  (3)  4 

4  40-4  WiamON  IB  P  5511  —  ^  .  -  C  Rutter  9 

5  204-  CALL  ME  ALB  34  <F)  G  L  Uwr,  5510  ACfcrV  3 

6  1-34  RED  SPECTACLE  7  (OF.6)  P  fafam  4-59.  Carol  Danteon  (71 10 
1  534-  OJT5TAYED  WELCOME  30  (F)  M  Haynes  4-5?  MBatrd  15)  7 
8  45-0  S7RAT? LEGACY TB (C/.G) D Artsatad 556  ROWimneB 
B  005  FABULOUS  UTOTO  66  iGlUSaunden  555.  AUc£Um>5 

10  512  WOTTASHAIBLE5  7  ICDJ.G)  L  Monagor  Hal  555  J  F  Egai  1 

11  045  HP®  SOU  UfflY  34  (CELOSI  T  Hatjtai  1-8-4  TAstto  f7)B 

12  050  MISSED  THE  BOAT  14  (FI  A  Neccunttc  57-13 

__  , M*t)nDwy«f(7)13 

13  405  SASSNER  15J  fB.GI  F  Ktfreay  57-12 _  J  CUm  14 

14  550  B08BTS DREAM  13 Miamians 4-7-10 _ GBartfratol? 

11-4  NBA  SBMDHiy.  52  WNtsstentte,  11-2  Fieri  SntcBrie,  51  Call  Ue  AIM 
51  Hsrer  Go#  Lady  15 1  Sir  Norman  Ho#,  Sasrtrer.  12-1  uhas 


4.00 


FRIEND  IN  NEED  HANDICAP  (£3,118:  7f)  (1 1) 

145  HVOCATTON  34  1CDJ.G)  A  Moore  510-0  _ .  J  F  Effra  9 


W  34  ICO,  _  _ _ 

654  BEST  KtPT  SECRET  8  (F.OS)  P  Eton)  5-513  D  Sremey  Ol  10 


156  MLDS  11  (Ct'.F.Gl  T  targHtin  5511 _ TAsNry  ms 

055  SOAXMG  1  )3 (CD/.& P Bngavne 6-510.  .  JWtarerii 
541  ROBBJJON  9  (V.t  J.Gi  D  ArtanM  5510  (Geg  .  RCratewG 

265  TAXE5HI 43  V)  Mte  M-B _ _  ...  J4>teraUw:3 

251  SHARP  M5 12  (B.CDF.G)  R  fa*e  552  -  .  DtaS: 

.  050  MACS  UW 12  (CDG)  P  rtram  4-51)  . .  JFmn7 

9  050  SOLO PRBE  13 5513 _  JOimi 

10  305  COLSIfaC  37  (Fl  C  «#  4-5n . . S  s»kn  a 

11  OM  ITS  SO  EASY  13  (ftGuS)  AJanci5»-:0 _ _ _  MBterdiSjl 

51  Stoop  Ingi.  7-2  RntaftiniL  51  MAk.  52  9ea  feA  SeoS.  51  latora  iw 
iwratoon.  151  Cntoon-C.  151  oftci 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


1BA»KS:  D  MttHy^ffiteL  11  wwws  bom  53  nawzn,  3D»,  k 
UcAuMi 9  toys.  D  NicWte.  5  tan  ».  XLtK.  P  H*am. 

la  taj  79. 16  5V  P  Uftteft.  12  bom  ?3, 154%  R  O’SufaW.  40 
mm  251, 15  » 

JOCKEYS.  J  Wrava.  5i  onwas  tom  223  rates.  J  Fboik.  4 
tan  IB  22  2%,  M  Raima.  9  tan  «.  18  #6:  Aim  Graves.  7  bora 
33,  IT.91.  R  Coctnne.  A2  (ram  2a.  j  /yiiey,  4  uom  24, 
167V 


* 


Uefa  facing 
legal  threat 
over  clamp 
on  imports 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


THE  European  Commission 
said  yesterday  that  it  would 
ask  Uefa,  the  governing  body 
of  European  football,  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  European  Court 
of  Justice  ruling  on  transfers 
and  restrictions  on  foreign 
players  and  would  take  "nec¬ 
essary  measures”  if  Uefa  did 
not  do  so. 

“Nobody  in  the  [European] 
Union  (EU)  is  above  the  law," 
a  Commission  spokesman, 
Nikolaus  van  der  Pas,  said. 
He  said  the  Commission  had 
discussed  a  statement  ty  Uefa 
that  it  was  maintaining  its 
rule  that  limits  the  number  of 
players  dubs  can  use  in  Uefa 
competitions  to  three  foreign¬ 
ers  and  two  “assimilated" 
players  (that  is,  those  who 
have  lived  in  the  country  for 


Arme  Jacquet,  the  France 
coach,  last  night  opened  the 
door  for  Eric  Cantona  and 
David  Ginola.  despite  leaving 
them  out  of  his  squad  to  play 
Portugal  next  week.  “Ginola 
and  Cantona  are  of  interna¬ 
tional  calibre  —  1  cant  shunt 
them  aside.”  he  said.  “It  mil 
depend  on  their  output  be¬ 
tween  now  and  Euro  96." 


five  years  or  played  youth 
football  there}. 

The  Commission  had  decid¬ 
ed  to  write  to  Uefa  asking  it  to 
conform,  van  der  Pas  said.  “If 
its  reaction  is  negative,  the 
Commission  reserves  die  right 
to  take  future  measures." 
Those  could  inlude  taking 
Uefa  to  court  or  fining  it  for 
encouraging  anti-competitive 
practices. 

The  warning  would  be 
included  in  a  letter  that  the 
Commission  is  planning  to 
send  to  Uefa  in  response  to  its 
request,  made  before  the  rul¬ 
ing  in  the  case  of  Jean-Mare 
Beaman,  for  an  exemption 
from  EU  rules  prohibiting 
business  agreements  that  re¬ 
strict  competition. 

After  a  five-year  legal  battle 
by  Bosnian,  a  Belgian  player, 
the  European  Court  ruled  Last 
month  that  Uefa  transfer  fee 
rules  and  restrictions  on  the 
number  of  non-nationaJ  play¬ 
ers  a  team  can  field  infringed 
European  Union  law. 

The  Commission  had  al¬ 
ready  told  Uefa  last  month  it 
had  to  scrap  the  “three  plus 
two"  rule  and  apply  the  Court 


ruling  immediately,  but  Uefa 
maintained  it  did  not  consider 
that  the  ruling  on  the  number 
of  non-national  players  app- 
Ded  to  European  club 
competitions. 

However,  Padraig  Flynn, 
the  EU  Social  Affairs  Com¬ 
missioner.  said  earlier  this 
month:  “it  [the  ruling}  is  quite 
dear,  it’s  explicit  and  it’s  nan- 
negotiable." 

A  Uefa  spokesman  said  the 
Swiss-based  organisation  had 
received  nothing  yet  from 
Brussels  and  could  not  com¬ 
ment  on  the  threat  of  legal 
action,  but  he  pointed  out  that 
the  rule  was  originally  the 
result  of  a  “gentlemen’s  agree¬ 
ment"  between  Uefa  and  the 
Commission  in  1991. 

“it’s  worked  well  in  recent 
years  —  there  have  been  no 
problems."  he  said.  “We  just 
don't  see  the  need  to  change 
it" 

In  England,  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership  has  already  said 
that  dubs  can  field  more  than 
three  players  from  other  EU 
member  states  and  some  lead¬ 
ing  European  dubs,  eager  to 
use  superior  foreign  talent, 
have  pressed  for  the  rules  to  be 
changed  immediately  in 
accordancee  with  the  court 
ruling. 

Rick  Party,  chief  executive 
of  the  Premiership,  said  last 
week  that  he  and  Flynn  had  | 
discussed  ways  of  putting 
pressure  on  Uefa  to  comply 
with  the  court  ruling. 

In  Rome,  the  lower  house  of 
the  Italian  parliament  thwart¬ 
ed  plans  to  allow  their  dubs  to 
fidd  teams  composed  entirely 
of  foreign  players  in  domestic 
games  as  long  as  they  were 
EU  dozens. 

The  measure  was  originally 
introduced  by  the  senate  (the 
upper  house)  last  November 
as  an  amendment  to  a  law  that 
is  passing  through  parlia¬ 
ment.  but  the  lower  house 
intervened  and  voted  to  re¬ 
move  the  dause  and  send  it 
back  to  a  committee  hearing 
for  further  discussion. 

The  amendment,  presented 
by  the  federalist  Northern 
League  party,  said  there 
should  be  no  Omit  on  foreign¬ 
ers  playing  in  any  sport  in 
Italy  as  long  as  they  were  from 
EU  countries. 

Under  present  regulations, 
Italian  clubs  are  able  to  field 
up  lo  three  foreigners  in  a 
match. 


By  David  Madpock 


Cole  celebrates  scoring  Manchester  United’s  late  winner  in  the  FA  Cup  replay  against  Sunderiand 


ANDY  COLE,  flushed  with 
the  successor  a  winning  goal 
against  Sunderiand  in  the  FA 
Cap,  has  set  his  sights  firmly 

on  WembJ^.The  Manchester 
United  -  forward  had-  good; 
reason  to  rejoice  in  his  injiiiy- 
time  headgr  that  derided  the 
third-round  replay  on  Tues-  - 
day  night,  not  least  because  it  . ' 
relieved  som£-of  the  pressure 
thflfha  c  hniTt  np  around  him, 
recently  His .  thoughts, 
though,  when  be  reflected  da 
flie  importance  '  of  the  goal 
yesterday,  were  concentrated 
on  the  prospect:  of  a  final, 
appearance.'  . 

•  Cole  was  forced  to  Sit  and-' 
watch  in  silence  as  his  .  team- 
mates  lost  the  FA  Cup  Final 
last  year  to  Everton.  He  was 
cup-tied  fbr  that  game  after  • 
his  £7  million  move  from 
Newcastle  tMted,  and  vowed 
to  return  as  a  pfayor-Vand  a 

winner/'  • 

“It  was  a  wtmdcrful  feeftng 
.to  score  against  Sunderland" 
he  said  “It  was  'Only  toy 
second  goal  in: the  FA  Clip 
arid.l  would  ready  like  to  do  7 
well  this  year,  f  missed  out  on 
all  tbe  gjory  af  Wembley  last 
year  and  rwonld  ratify  Hke  to 
go  badtthere  tins  time  andfift  . 
‘mat trophy"-  '  - 

It  was  an  important  victory 
over  Sunderiand,-  primarily 
because  .  die’  competition 
presents  United  with-. then-' 
most  realistic  opportunity  to 
win  bosoms  in  nfoat  has  been 
a  faltering'  season.  But  Cole’s 
contribution  was  significant, 
too..  :  '• 

He  has  been  the  subject  of 
many  a  A»r»ii*ri  dissection  in  ’■ 
iecentweeks,  and  the  progno¬ 
sis  has  .  not  been  good.  His  ‘ 
critics;-  of  whom  .there'  are 
mow.  arc  of  the  opinion  that 
Kevin  Keegan,  the  Newcastle 
manager,  pulled  off  some- 
dung  of  a  coup  when  be 


allowed  the  player.to  leave  for 
Manchester  for  what  was 
then  a  British  record  foe,  A 

year  on,- goals  are  few  and  fair 

between,  as  are  convincing 

performances. 

Even,  the  Old  Traflbrri  sup¬ 
porters  have  been.  less  than 
supportive  in-  recent  weeks, 
but  the  goal  should  provide 
some  temporary  respite.  Cole, 
a  stnfle Staminating  features 
usually  cast  in  a  brooding 
darkness,  will  be  uncon¬ 
cerned  even  if  it  does  not 
.  “I  have  learnt  to  live  with 
lie  pressare^lw  said  “I  haw 
bad  it  every  day  since  I  came 
here  and  .  now  I'm  just  not 
bothered  about  it  at  afi.  The 
.fact  is  that  I  cost  £7  million 
and  if  1.  don’t  'score  —  and 
United  don't  win  —  then  1  get 
the  blame." 

The  talk  lately  has  been  of 
the  -  Old  -Traffoid  curse,  a 
.strange  affliction  that  big- 
money  -  forwards  invariably 
suffer  when  they-  go  to  the 
place:  It  stops  them  scoring 
and  quickly  drives  then  in 
search  of  a  cure  elsewhere. 

.  Cate,  however;'  has  been  able 
to  shake  off  its  effects  so  far, 
and'  he  rites  the  support  he 
has  received  as  the  cause. 

His  cririnatums  on  Tues¬ 
day  oigbt  may  have  coutaiaed 
a  due  as  to  how  the  striker  has 
kept  his  sanity,  and-his  frith 
in  an  abdity  that  ihas  been 
strongly  questioned  He  ran 
to  Brian  ' Kidd,’  thtr  assistant 
manago*,  and  embraced  him 
Elfe.a  SofigJastrrelative. 

The  -  team,  /the manager 
and  theSupportos  have  been 
behind  toe  through  every¬ 
thing  ttifa  and  it  has 

helped' me  immensely.  Brian 
Kidd  has  worked  with  toe  and 
supported  me  so  haid,  and 
that  has  made  me  believe  in 
ntysefc  I  just  have  .to  keep 
persevering." 


Derby  fervour  turns  to  fury  as  fans  miss  out 


By  Russell  Kempson 

BRISTOL  derbies,  between  City  and 
Rovers,  often  generate  generous  out¬ 
pourings  of  passion  and  pride  but. 
over  die  years,  few  scenes  can  have 
been  witnessed  similar  to  those  that 
took  place  at  Ashton  Gate  on  Tues¬ 
day  night  Thousands  of  legitimate 
ticket-holders  were  refused  entry, 
which  led  to  angry  exchanges  be¬ 
tween  club  officials  and  supporters.  A 
foil  inquiry  has  been  promised  by 
Bristol  City. 

Problems  arose  when  the  game 
attracted  far  more  spectators  than 
anticipated,  with  the  attendance 
swelling  to  20.007  —  just  below  its 
20.832  capacity.  City  had  sold  tickets 


in  advance  and  also  allowed  pay¬ 
ments  at  the  turnstiles  but  those 
arriving  with  tickets  found  their  path 
blocked  by  queues.  As  kick-off  neared 

—  after  being  delayed  by  IS  minutes 

—  people  became  agitated  at  not 
being  able  to  get  in. 

“We  were  taken  completely  by 
surprise  by  the  fact  that  more  than 
20.000  wanted  to  get  in,”  Scott 
Davidson,  a  City  director,  said.  This 
will  never  happen  again."  Bob  Neale, 
another  director,  said:  “We  have 
already  refunded  many  fans  with 
tickets  and  are  expecting  more  com¬ 
plaints."  In  a  statement  yesterday, 
the  dub  said:  "We  can  only  offer  our 
sincere  apologies  and  a  refund.  With 
hindsight,  it  is  dear  the  match  should 


have  been  all-ticket,  but  no  one,  the 
police.  Rovers  or  ourselves,  expected 
a  capacity  crowd.  That  was  an  error 
of  judgment" 

City  claim  that  safety  was  never  at 
risk  in  the  first  league  derby  between 
the  sides  in  three  years.  Yet  Iain 
Harkins,  a  steward  at  Ashton  Gate 
for  six  years,  said:  There  were  so 
many  crushes  there  could  easily  have 
been  fatalities.  The  dub  is  lucky  it 
didn’t  have  a  Hillsborough-type  inci¬ 
dent  on  its  hands.”  • 

A  female  steward  sustained  a 
broken  leg  as  gates  were  dosed  on 
her  behind  the  Dolman  Stand  and 
one  supporter  called  for  the  City 
directors  to  resign.  “Their  job  is  to 
organise  matches  and  if  they  can’t  do 


that  heads  should  roll."  Flifl 
Oilershaw, 32, said.  -- 

“We  were  queueing  up  and  sud¬ 
denly  the  dons  shut  I  pushed 
through  to  see  what  was  happening 
and  I  was  told  the  ground  Was  full: 
There  was  a  massive  stage  forward 
and  it  could  have  been  very  danger- 
aus.  There were  thousands  of  angry 
people  and  1  blame  an  inept  manage¬ 
ment."  Rovers  won  the  match  2-0. 

After  the  FA  Cup  third-round 
replays,  die  hottest  place :  to  be 
yesterday  was  Elm  Bark.  Reading. 
Manchester  United's  2-1  victory  at 
Sunderiand  earned  them  a  fourth- 
round  neat  dee  Berkshire  club.  Not 
surprisingly,  its  switchboard  was 
jammed  with  callers  requestmg  in- 


V  formation,  an  how  to  buy  tickets.  “It’s 
bedlam.”  a  dub  spokesman  said. 

Although  Oxford  United,  from  the 
Endsleigh  Insurance  League  second 
division,  did  well  to  register  a  1-0  win 
over  MHlwalL from die  first  division. 
Ipswich  Town  provided  the  main 
surprise  with  fteir  victory,  after 
'  extra  time,  af  Blackburn  Rovtirs. 

This  was  the  most  satisfying 
moment  of  my  career  at  Etortman 
"  Road,”  George  Burley,  the  Ipswich 
manager,  said.  To  go  there  with  a 
plan,  and  see  it  work,  was  tremen¬ 
dous.  It  was  a  terrific  display  by  the 
whole  team  and  I’m  particularly 
•  pleased  for  the  fans.”  Burley  won  an 
FA  Cup  winner’s  medal  when  play¬ 
ing  for  Ipswich  in  1978. 


Weah  accused  of  taking  a  dive  to  secure  penalty 


Weah:  won  penalty 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

ALAIN  DA  COSTA  SOARES,  the 
Gabon  coach,  accused  George  Weah. 
of  Liberia,  of  unsporting  behaviour  in 
earning  a  penalty  early  in  his  team's 
2-1  victory  in  the  African  Nations  Cup 
in  Durban  yesterday. 

Krivin  Sebwe  scored  from  the  spot  in 
the  fourth  minute  after  a  foul  by  Pterre- 
Francois  Aubame-Eyang,  of  Gabon, 
on  Weah.  but  Soares  sow  no  infringe¬ 
ment  on  his  player’s  part.  "The  early 
penalty  was  a  major  setback  for  us.  It 
was  clear  Weah  made  a  dive  and  was 
angling  for  the  penalty.” 

However.  Gamal  EJ-Ghandour.  the 


Egyptian  referee,  was  convinced  Weah 
had  been  unfairly  bundled  to  the 
ground  and  had  no  hesitation  in 
pointing  to  the  penalty  spot 

This  setback  did  not  deter  the  Azin  go 
who  pressured  the  shaky  Liberian 
defence,  with  Jonas  Ogandaga  and 
Guy- Roger  Nzamba  on’tfre  left,  and 
Etienne  Kassa-Ngoma.  the  captain, 
and  Jean-Martin  Mouloungui  on  the 
right,  giving  the  Liberian  central 
defenders,  Jenkins  Cooper  and  Henry 
Beeto,  a  hard  time. 

Liberia  scored  again  in  the  54th 
minute  when  a  Sebwe  dummy  gave 
him  the  space  to  set  up  Joe  Nagbe  on 
the  righL  Nagbe  crossed  to  Sarr,  who 


sidefooted  past  the  goalkeeper.  Ger¬ 
main  Mendome.  Gabon  threw  extra 
men  into  attack  and  were  rewarded 
within  five  minutes  when  Nzeng,  the 
defender,  sent  a  25-yard  free  lack  past 
Tokpah  to  reduce  the  leeway. 

Earlier  Mozambique  and  Tunisia 
drew  1-1  in  their  group  D  opening 
game  in  Port  Elizabeth.  Ghana  lead 
the  group  after  defeating  Ivory  Coast 
2-0  on  Sunday.  The  top  two  teams 
advance  to  the  quarter-finals  following 
the  three-match  opening  round. 

In  group  C,  however,  only  three 
teams  were  competing  as  Nigeria,  the 
champions,  are  boycotting  the  tourna¬ 
ment  because  they  have  a  political 


dispute  with  the  host  country.  South 
Africa. 

In  Port  Elizabeth.  Rut  Evora.  the 
Mozambique  goalkeeper,  charged  out 
to  stop  Kales  Kodhbane.  of  Tunisia, 
breaking  through  in  injury  time  and 
secured  a  1-1  draw  for  his  side. 

Manuel  Bucuane  had  given  Mozam- 
bique  the  lead  in  the  fifth  minute  with  a 
fine  header,  but  Tunisia  hit  bade  with 
a  goal  from  Hedi  Ben  Rekhissa  in  the 
36th  minute.  Both  sides  missed 
chances  to  take  the  lead  in  the  second 
half,  with  Belhassen  AlouL  theTunisia 
substitute,  shooting  wide  and  his 
goalkeeper.  Chokri  El  Ouaer.  making 
two  fine  saves. 


James  takes  smart 
step  for  Armani 


By  Russell  Kempson 


DAVID  JAMES  is  tali,  lean 
and  athletic  —  the  perfect 
shape  for  a  goalkeeper  of  FA 
Carling  Premiership  repute. 
He  has  played  in  every  match 
for  Liverpool  this  season, 
conceding  only  21  goals  in  22 
League  games,  and  cannot  be 
far  away  from  the  thinking  of 
Terry  Venables,  the  England 
coach.  James  is  elegant  and 
handsome  too,  according  to 
those  in  the  know,  and  thus  he 
was  strutting  his  stuff  on  the 
catwalk  at  the  Milan  fashion 
week  yesterday. 

It  is  well-known  that  profes¬ 
sional  footballers  have  much 
spare  time  on  their  hands, 
and  that  many  indulge  in  a 
variety  of  pastimes  in  an 
attempt  to  supplement  their 
£5.00(Hhwrek  pay-packets. 
But  modelling?  For  Giorgio 
Armani  the  world-renowned 
designer?  And  at  one  of  the 
indusfty’s  showpiece  occa¬ 
sions  in  front  of  the  eagied- 
eyed  glitterati?  Apparently, 
yes.  yes  and— yes. 

James  is  25,  6ft  Sin  and  a 
svelte  I4st  2ib  when  he  was 
last  weighed  for  reference* 
book  purposes.  That  and  his 
photogenic  qualities  and  gen¬ 
eral  deportment  dearly  capti¬ 
vated  Armani  himself.  after 
be  spotted  James  on  the  cover 


of  Arena,  a  menswear  fashion 
magazine. 

"David  is  an  extraordinaxy- 
looking  man  who  came  to  my 

attention  in  two  ways," 
Annani  gushed.  “Many  of  the 
people  who  collaborate  with 
mein  my  design  studio  foBow 
football  closely  and  they  were 
very  enthusiastic  about  this 
important  player  for  Liver- 
pod.  Then  I  saw  his  picture 
on  the  front  of  the  magazine 
recently  and  I  was  convinced 
he  would  be  a  perfect  image 
for  os." 

James  was  due  to  appear  in 
the  three  Armani  shows  yes¬ 
terday,  although  it  was  un¬ 
dear  how  many  “exits"  he 
would  make  or  by  how  much 
he  would  increase  his  bank 
account.  “I  don't  know  if  he’s 
had  any  training  for  the 
catwalk  but  weVe  just  asked 
him  to  look  as  natural  as 
possible,”  a  spokesman  said. 

Even  if  James  had  fallen 

and  made  a  fool  of  himself,  he 
is  still  guaranteed  at  least  one 
more  Italian  job:  He  has 
signed  up  to  appear  in  adver¬ 
tising  for  the  spring-summer 
19%  Campaign  for  Under¬ 
wear.  The  reason,  according 
to  a  Milan  insider,  is  simple. 
“He's  absolutely  gorgeous," 
she  said. 


_ ATHLETICS _ 

GREAT  BRITAIN  (v  Ruiaa.  tLZXLTji  frcccr 
Arena.  &rmrgh*n.  Oaruar/  271  .Men. 
6PW:  M  ftxry*)S3  JG arterrt 

SaSii.  200rft:  3  WuW  £ 

Turner  iCsniTi  400m  G  BuVkK 
a  Hyrtor  r.Vrcsiy,.  BOOK  E 
i&dyrneriaj.  A  Hart  iCmreflffyi  1.500m:  - 
W1»Ic*t-ct  iGEC).  I  CSWmw 
O.OOtar  j  Mayacfc  i Carnet*:.  N  Cac^r 
iNewmuav1  tom  hurjeu  N  Otsrr 
(Befcrr/oj  B  Tayor  iC'd  Ga>- sr-x-.. 
4ft40Om  relay  jnarii  B uUco.  '+.-»• 
Warai.  A  Pxm  V/mdac:'  K  '.'-ycr 
iNorSA Orymi. P SVta (GEO  rtgh^mp: 
D  Gon  iHairgoyi  S  Smen  :l acrmc-'. 
Long  jump.  £  FhBpi  Z 

Hawaie  iNpatvsn  Triple  parp:  f 
pong  fSTuUKtary  T  riarrn  iHarrcT:5 
Pale  vault  N  Bucrfdd  iCraadeyi  M 
Bdaham  tSatoi  Shot  M  (Ncw- 

’aa:  S  rVHwns  iHsa-gcy:  Wacnen: 
flOnr.  S  EWuctc  {Satoi.  M  fejiaa^cr 
(VAndsori  20&n:  C  iAmrf  (Srjfcstajf 
M  Nar  (GJasoow:  400nt  S  •JkvtSw 
f^iarKtix/t.  L  Owiiau  iWrcan  aoonr.  1 
TaS  A  tlnica  ISaaryirire: 

l^flOnr  A  ZrfTr.  D 

(Artemi  3,000m:  S  (3r^ 

uri.SBert Irr/iareH-cM  eontuiMKJ 
Agyepong  'ShsPcstwr'  C  Cc at 
(&rdTtVtfl  4x400ri  f  *nr: 
UewcCvn.  Ncs!.  Oariau  A 
'Eirbwdf’  Vrtfl.  E  SuiaJte  yi&.ii-e:.  'j 
H3UT  .Qr^irr.'i  jurep-  C1 

Onnwyi  M  lXi*!ey  (Vsne-^J  lonq 
tamp:  0  Lews  (E#c«ie*3T.  a  iHuT 

Trtpie  jump-  M  3 

ArterstP  |Eh3*RstWri  Relo  vpat  L 
Sarton  fflarerianj.  jcjh  Shot  J 
CsHts  prortenj.  M  L/rsr.  'rispi' 

BASKETBALL  " 

NATIONAL  ASSOCWTON  (N3AJ  Twar  ^ 
102  ftvsma  1 1fr  5ea3?  99  Cewtjrt  90 
Cr=*3C  l  Ifi  Phaad^a  134.  San  Antar-i 
121  Etr^ar  97.  Pcrtjpd  P7  Derr<sr  O) 

CHESTABUS 

STAGWCUft  I.PMuller  lS3gc«nc 
Z  Lord  IMoMfly  15439:  1  S  Umtn y 
1S883 _ 

FOOTBALL  _ 

Tueada/9  bte  rasUb 
FA  GUP:  Thad  rewd  nfAts  BdC^wr  3 
bsweh  1  00  sSa  aOre-:.  Ojiws 

UnTcd  1  KfcTntfl  O  Ptrt  7m  «  OyA* 
Potea  3  [wf.  3-3  6Cwi  3w*.-jxjry 
2  Fvf&rt  1:  Gixderiand  1  MaressSsr 
Undcri  2  PiWponad.  oaan  i  Barrel^ 


ENCSl£X»04SURANCEl£AGUE:Seo 
oriel  (Snsere  CSV  0  Rowrc  2 
Oett  Ivsan  Dirt-fTan  1  Doncaster  2. 
iJKdr  *  Le*W>  Orert  0 
BEIL'S  SCCrmSH  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dresorr.  :  AbcnApen  J.  UeobcnmiO 

*-  Pa 0  hLSemun  0  Rret 

Ivaoit  XrSno  t  3:  Mrren  3.  Ov^iefair*  0 
*  nassponcP:  iJ-ariDn  v  Oretfwnv 
l-«  Soccwd  tSMkan  Bon*c«  3  Ayr  Z 
4  Sta^act  2.  Sbr/cuKseuir  3 
Frfs  Thrd  (Mjiorc  A0c<a  3 
Cjirtenseay  2.  Postponed:  Brosren  v 

-rzrz^r-. 

REPRESENTATIVE  MATCH.  FA  «  : 
C^i~*  zfmrs  r 
8EA2ER  HOMES  LEAGUE  Southern 
civsjorL  T-dwt'-’Jji  3  0  De 

Martens  Cup  Thrt  round:  Cmicy  3 
T 5'oroa?  ArC  i.  L*wr  Oran  3 Bdsfor  :. 
tCtS  LEAGUE  Premar  Jtnaon  Post- 
poned;  Grays  *  Canfqftjn  Ffnt  {Smiorr. 

j  aatri  I  TTairrS  cSrtBOrc  PON- 
sene d-  Zsr-tsp^ff  /  Esoom  art  Eee#. 

arc  -refver  t  HaTaC  barton 
Cup:  Thrt  round.  T-rarirt  0  Schop? 
Svr-irt  ».  '3-yirMr.  5  Criord  Cry  3 
ftK&rad  Lo'-a’  PanrarJ  i  FUwct 
CartSn  Trepty  Thrd  round  Bam lead  3 
jo  0  ftsaponed  Carvey  bond 
*  JSr  7HwtosI>  v  Ttojry, 

*i cfZvrrxi  .- 

LEAGUE  OF  WALFS.  Scnfioi  d*y  2 

: 

ULSTER  CUP:  Fiat  Psrrtren  2  LrtsW  2 
vr.  vjtj .» 

FK  HARP  LAGEP.  CUP  first  round 
reptor  i  Srarroc*.  0 

AVCT.  INSURANCE  CCtBINATON:  Brel 
tvEKi  :icfvc  3  llek  i 
PONTPiS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE  First  dv*. 
sen:  'jozu  :  3  SW'itsouic  l  Has 

Cat.*,'  ■  Irr-c.'l  •/.«}  a  a^votunptsr 
i  Seomd  «Sugorr  arasortf  2  Ut&xs- 
a  =*V  ~  Zc-jez?;  4  Rsrharani  0 
CdGsED  COUNTES  LEAGUE  Pro 
mar  Ovsen  3«3xvi  0  DCA  BsSSigOOtifl 
’  Zr^r;rr?2,f<TZr~.~*r  r.  Grtdjfrninn  «XJ 
■Sr.-rTcTJ  *  rVrefett?  R2«*3P»KVale4 

GREAT  tfLLS  LEAGUE,  ftwrdaaioc. 
3 rsK  1  CJsppenham  1 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGLe:  Prenaer  (SvKhjl  Hareach  art 
4  Starrj^ji  1  Pnsaoned 
Ozj  t  letKszft  Hadotfi  v  Tiptoe; 

-•  VrxsE nose.  Waran  v 
A jraesB-r  .‘.'a to*  «  Cqt-vm 
fwSGN  WESSEX  LEAGUE  Ant  dM- 
tion  3  VAi*3fwii  1  Cup:  Qurete- 
Cret  teg:  W^rLomc  1  Lmaigtcn  0 
SCUTH  UDLANOS  LEAGUE 
Premier  dnaon  Kejnas  4 

3  O'BriefrMcXeroe  Bii^are 
Cup;  Thrt  ituno.  leg:  Artsey  0 
-flrtdr  Cc.  V/  4 


NORTH  WEST  COUNUES  LEAGUE  FM 
dvtson:  NeacasSa  Taer  2  KteAreeh  1. 
UNUET  SUSSEX  COumY  LEAGUE  Fir* 
dvteterr  0  Hossode  I 

FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Thtd  round  proper: 
H orefcati  1  EnSdtf  I  PffmUh  Afgyte  2 

ToSenhan  t. 

AFRICAN  NATIONS  CUP:  DurOwr  Group 
C-  Uber<a  2  Gabon  V  Pert  Bafceffi: 
Group  t>.  Turcaa  I  MoanAgus  1 
CONCACAF  GOLD  CUP:  Jkmhmm: 
GroupA:  Guaarrate  3 Sf  Vncrrr  0  Group 
C:  ijneed  Sasca  2  B  S»s!  or  0 
FRENCH  LEAGUE  -Vo ?  7  Naftes  3 
DUTCH  LEAGUE  PSV  BndDoven  4  NflC 
Breda  < 

SPANISH  CUP:  Fburih  round  ft*  Beta  5 
AMom  Mednd  2  ;Ad«ca  err.  3-2  cr.  ago) 
SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Engfleh  Sctwato 
Fftn  Trophy.  Firth  round:  Wartfmg  I 
ue  Own  0  Engtah  Goodyear  under-16 
Trophy  Turrr’ora  Hetftcdture  4  Cardral 
iVoBtren.  Saftwitfag  i 

ICEHOCKEY  ~ 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  iNHU  Hartred  J 
VteC0A«  0:  ficrifia  4  San  Jbs*  V  Nte» 
Jknew25l9ap4  PKOjigrfiZaxtaejryi. 

WJStwsjton  1  Wcr^seg  1  fGF.,  3  Lcua  1 
Edmonton  3.  i.03  AngofeSCar^iy  S  pt) 
Eastern  Conforem 
AlbrtcMsian 

W  L  T  P!»  F  A 
MrRjrterv.  .  M  It  0  64  tZ5  1» 

PsrtS  .  ZS  4  60  J58  JIB 

Pt*3Os*0 tti  M  1?  9  5?  150  IK 

Wssfwas:  20  t3  5  4J.  13)  110 

TaropaBay  10  :3  7  43  IS  tffi 

Joney  19  22  4  4?  |}6  115 

NYWjndes  .  T3  22  B  E  12?  155 

Noriwrt  dvUon 

Pocasif:  77  H  3  57  2!7  140 

Itodul .  .  20  18  6  40  136  140 

Bcwon  19  17  £  -U  149  152 

Btrfteio  ..  IS  22  3  53  129  144 

Harfnd  .  16  a  S  37  1*2  135 
OlLsea  9  33  I  17  3T  173 

»*■  .. - - a - 

Tiuwiin  bomnncB 
Central  dviaiGn 

w  L  T  Ptj  F  A 
Dcrrrt  31  9  3  K  16!  93 

awano  .  C3  M  3  55  164  1*7 

Taranto  ..  .  S  16  7  51  143  131 

St  Lais  .  18  19  B  44  119  1C4 

Winnipeg  —  <9  22  4  42  160 

Ddbs . 11  22  10  32  it?  :&1 

ftdfcdMnon 

Cataroda ...  24  13  S  58  177  1?7 

VswaiMi  ..  .  18  17  11  43  is;  i$f 

LoaAngates  .  16  19  11  43  IS  155 

Cdgery .  15  22  9  3  IV 

Ednontai.  .  16  23  6  38  122  174 

Anrtwrn  16  25  5  37  132  156 

SenJose - ID  3;  «  24  :37  20S 


BRITISH  LEAGLC:  Fret  (Melon: 
Manchester  9  QWmdordl.  •  • 

SQUASH 

6PG8AST0W  PteOftV,  BwnfcigAeffK  QM~ 
ttsfionel  CharoptonsNps:  AgeGroup 
fineter  Uhc  Over-35:  A  Thomson  (Scot- 


!jnd  01 B  Beeson  (Nwrtxrrtna}  ItM,  &€, 
9-3  Over-40:  R  fiud  (Chesttae)  hr  P 
Meroncter  Suft*  9*  94.9-«  Orar-45:  M 
Heial  fLancajhee}  bt  P  Leant  fBedkwftnirtri 
»4.  9.1.  9-1.  OrerSO:  A  Puma* 

tKUnaoseadwer  cr  J  ftsioir  {Hamptftroi  9- 
2.  9-5.  SW  Ovro56  MGronoy  rrodofwq 
tePlGren(Su=aw)  9-3. 9-7.  l&A  Women: 
OrerJS:  L  Brawn  (WtevricAchko)  C  Page 
'Csdjrtgasrmt  7-9  *-S,  9-3.  9-6  Over- 
40:  A  WLrahy  (Etewl  hi  5  Moadews 

(LewasterjH  8-10.  M.  94,98. 0«er-45:  A 
Muctiy  lEssteri  a  B  Orytirt  (Woroestef- 
shroj  4-9. 94. 8-10.  KM.  9-S. 

HDGBY  UNION  ~ 

WTEmATlONAL  MATCH:  Wales  31  u» 
re  (Caro#  Parig 
OS  INSURANCE  COUNTY  CMAMP- 
X3NSHP:  McMrts  firot  Wanwefdhee39 
Noih  uwareft  & 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

STONES  CHAMTONSHP:  Was n  32. 
Brttnlia  ' 

P  W  O  L  F  A  ns 

Wgan  18  16  0  2  740  272  32 

LAMS  1714  0  5  532  371  28 

Kama*  . '  IB  11  1  7  424  439  23 

StttAsiS  IS  11  □  7  BflD  458  22 

S-aJtciJ  18  10  0  8  442  466  20 

Castigftya  19  8  1  TO  398  522  17 

nair^ai  IB  7  012  424  w  14 
.Btjfi&d  19  7  0  12  40*  472  14 

London B  18  7  0  II  404  487  14 

(tow  18  6  0  12  325  500  12 

Wafegen  19  1  0  15  313  593  B 

POOLS  DIVIDENDS  ~ 

LtTTL£WOCOS:  Tr±|o  cftanca  tno  dart 
with  SiCftt .  2W5  000276  03. 22  E973  W, 
2T  El  1040.  20  £11.55,  »  £4.10.  Four 
ft**:  £33  75  TQ  homes:  IS  25.  Fwe 
aeain  ES24& 

VERNONS:  Tiebto  dance  22pto 
Cl!0^2B9a  22  £527.45.  21  £588^20 
10  homes-  caw  Fee  om ays 

B2C00 

ZLTIEHS:  Tnrtochancd  23DbE7.4iaia 
S  £4725. 21  2650. 20  tote.  Four  drerft 
C6000  E^a  rtmes:  £200  Four  Atom: 
556*3  E4sy  SBC  ES300  Gort«  Gun 
£3  C0  tor  SSp  (paw  cm  160  goats)  Urefcv 
tea  30  35  3  re  23  13- 


back  in  favour 


Bv  Russell  Kempson 


THE  Northern  Irdand  dele¬ 
gation  emn-gfri  from  .  five 
hours  of  hard  bargaining  in 
Frankfurt  delighted  with  its 
schedule  for  group  nine  of  foe 
1998  World  Cup  qualifying 
series-  Four  of  Northern  Ire¬ 
land's  first  Jive  fixtures  will  be 
at  home  and  four  of  their  five 
matches  at  Windsor  Park  will 
be  mi  Saturday  afternoons. 

“Getting  off  to  a  good  start  is 
of  -  paramount  importance. 
You  don’t  want  to  get  left 
behind  early  on.”  Jim  Boyce, 
president  of  foe  Irish  Football . 
Association  (IFA).  said. 
“Hopefully,  tins  schedule 
gives  us  a  good  chance  of 
getting  a  few  points  before  we 
embark  on  the  tougher  away 
matches.” 

Boyce;  who  was  involved  in 
negotiations  with  representa¬ 
tives  erf  Germany,  Portugal,  • 
Ukraine.  Albania  and  Arme¬ 
nia,  was  accompanied  by  Bry¬ 
an  Hamilton.  the  Northern 
Ireland  manager,  and  David 
Bowen,  the  ZEA general  secre¬ 
tary.  “It  was  pretty  .tough 
going  but  we  more  or  less  got 
what  we  wanted,"  Boyce  said. 
“Wrte  very  happy  with  the 
outcome." 

It  was  Northern  Ireland's 
home  form  that  cost  them  a 
posable  place  infoe  European 
championship  finals.  Thcyfin- 
ished  joint  runners-up,  on  27 
points,  with  Ireland  in.  foe 


non  but  fast  three  of  their 
games  in  the  Province.  Yet 
mey  were  unbeaten  on  their 
travels,  a  better;  record  than, 
most  of  the  finalists.  . 

'  Northern  Ireland  kick  off 
against  Ukraine  art  August  31 
and  Armenia  an  October  5, 
both  in  Belfast,  before  playing 
away  to  Germany  cat  Novem¬ 
ber  9.  They  then  return  home 
to  meet  Albama  on  December 
T4  and  Batova#  on  Marth  29 
next  year.  Ttey  crodude  their 
programme  with  away  mfi&3v 
es  in  Albania  and  Portugal  - 
When  Ukraias .  arrive  in 
August,  it.wifl  be'afe  Sstfone . 


Windsor  Park  has  staged  a 
Saturday  afternoon  interna¬ 
tional  fixture  since  the  George 
Best  era.  "Well  cancel  all  the  >|j 
other  fixtures  in  the  Province  UJQ 
that  day,”  Boyce  said.  "It  will 
give  people  plenty  of  time  to  ^ 
get  in  from  the  country  areas 
and  plenty  of  time  to  get  home  > 
again.”  . 

Shrewsbury^  fourth-round  'y.- . 
FA  Qip  tie  against  Liverpool  . 
on  January  27  will  go  ahead  at -’c. ,  ' 
foe  second  division  club’s  tiny  ■-■ .  .. 
Gay  Meadow  ground,  despite  -  " :i 
perike  fears  that  ticketiess  :  >.  .r  ■ 
Liverpool  fans  could  create  .a/1  : 

problems. 

One  of  the  biggest  games  in  1 
the  club's  history  was  expected-.--  _ 
to  be  switched  to  Anfield  fear  c 
safety  reasons  after  talks  with  -  - 

local  police. 

The  Shrewsbury  ground  '*'  ^  ' 
has  a  crowd  limit  of  about 
8^00  and  moving  the  tie  to 
Anfield,  capacity  44,000/ 
would  _  have  netted  .  the 
Endsleigh  Insurance  League 
second  divison  side  an  esti¬ 
mated  £100,000.  X. 

But  a  proposed  venue, 
change  failed  to  get  foe  back-^V*. 
mg  of  the  FbotbaJ]  Assod-  V.^* 
ation.  "They  told  us  that  thq  - 
Use  of  Gay  Meadow  for  fotina 
cup-ties  would  be  in  doubt  i 

we  could  not  put  this  one  an,i|^ 
the  -Sirewsbury  chairmanM 

Kay  Baitey,  said.  71  H 

The  Birmingham  manager 
Bany  Fry,  yesterday  critiSec 
his  ieadfog  scorer,  Jonahod^. 
Hunt  who  has  12  goals, 
the  mkffieid  player  was  giver 
atwi>manfobanftirexoeedmiI 
21  disc^jlinary  points.  -  I  H 

Hunt,  vfoo  also  playei^^S 
under  Fry  at  Barnet  am 
Southend,  would  not  be  avail 
abfefor  foe  fourth  round  of  thl| 

FA  Cup  if  Birmingham  gsl  W  — 
through.  .  .  I 

L;  “He  has  been  booked  sevefy^  Vp 
tones  this  season  and  Jfoor< 
foein  have  been  either  faV  '7 
tossent  or  kicking  the  bi 
«wsty.  That  drives  me  ma  h 
and  he^  been  fined  for  eac  ra. 
ane,"Frysaid 


yJ*P  jJ)  C^>  jJ&O 


e  hifrns^ 
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Briton  joins  leading  names  in  early  exit  from  Australian  Open 

Tentative 
Henman 
founders 
under  fire 


From  Stuart  Jones,  tennis  correspondent 

EN  MELBOURNE 


AFTER  the  rise,  came  the  fall: 
after  the  praise,  the  condem¬ 
nation.  11m  Henman,  Brit¬ 
ain’s  lone  survivor  in  the 
singles  at  the  Australian 
Open,  submitted  with  regret¬ 
table  ease  in  die  second  round 
He  was  not  alone,  though,  in 
his  deflation.  Three  men  with 
bigger  reputations  collapsed 
with  equally  spectacular  ra¬ 
pidity  yesterday. 

An  injured  Wayne  Ferreira, 
the  No  9  seed,  lasted  a  mere  78 
minutes.  Andrei  Medvedev, 
the  No  14  seed,  went  out  after 
taking  12  of  the  first  14  games. 
Stefan  Edberg,  twice  the  for¬ 
mer  champion,  also  estab¬ 
lished  a  seemingly  decisive 
advantage  against  a  qualifier 
before  bidding  his  final  fare¬ 
well  to  Flinders  Park. 


Henman:  double  faults 

Henman,  unrecognisable 
from  the  player  who  knocked 
out  Petr  Korda  in  the  first 
round,  managed  to  take  only 
six  games  off  Jonas  Bjorkman, 
a  Swede  he  beat  last  year.  He 
offered  no  excuses.  He  admit¬ 
ted  that  he  played  poorly  and 
that  he  has  yet  to  learn  to  be 
consistent 

That  he  insists,  will  came 
with  experience:  This,  after  all, 
was  the  first  time  he  had 
earned  the  right  to  enter  a 
grand  slam  championship 
without  enduring  die  qualify¬ 
ing  competition  or  receiving  a 
wild  card  and  he  is  still  in  the 
process  of  establishing  himsdf 
among  the  upper  echelons. 

Corapared  to  his  peers,  he 
has  acquitted  himsdf  well 
here.  Ranked  provisionally  in 
the  mid-SOs.  there  are  only  six 
younger  rivals  above  him  and 
four  of  them  —  Marcelo  Rios, 
of  Chile.  Jiri  Novak,  Czech 
Republic,  Sjeng  SchaTken,  of 
Holland,  and  Carlos  Moya,  of 


Spain  —  went  out  in  the  first 
round. 

Another.  Bohdan  Ulihrach. 
of  the  Czech  Republic,  was 
also  eliminated  yesterday.  The 
other  is  Mark  Philippoussis, 
who  was  scheduled  to  play  his 
second-round  match  this 
rooming.  At  19,  he  is  Austra¬ 
lia’s  brightest  talent  and 
Henman  defeated  him  in  Syd¬ 
ney  within  the  past  fortnight.. 

Of  the  six  21-year-olds 
ranked  higher  than  Henman, 
only  one  —  Karol  Kucera.  of 
Slovakia  —  had  by  late  yester¬ 
day  secured  a  place  in  the  last 
32.  He  benefited  from 
Ferreira’s  additional  ailment, 
a  hamstring  pulled  in  the 
opening  set.  to  go  with  an 
already  broken  little  finger. 

The  pity  was  that  Henman 
should  bow  out  so  tamely  in 
“train-spotters  corner",  the 
court  that  backs  out  onto  the 
citys  main  railway  line.  His 
service,  picked  out  by  Korda 
as  an  effective  weapon,  was 
treated  with  disdain.  It  was 
broken  twice  as  often,  as  it  was 
held.  Bjorkman.  a  recognised 
doubles  player,  specialises  In 
low.  precise  returns  and 
Henman  confessed  that  he  felt 
from  the  start  as  though  he 
were  “serving  into  the  wind". 
Under  sustained  pressure,  he 
threw  in  ten  double  faults, 
almost  aU  of  them  at  a  critical 
juncture. 

As  culpably,  he  failed  to 
consolidate  on  either  of  the 
two  breaks  he  achieved  at  the 
opening  of  tile  second  set. 
“There  were  not  many  aspects 
that  went  wen,"  he  said, 
without  overstating  the  case. 
“He  was  better  in  every  de¬ 
partment  and  had  the  answer 
to  everything  1  did." 

Patrick  McEnroe  could 
have  empathised.  He  was  6-0, 
6-2  down  to  Medvedev  but,  a 
professional  for  five  years 
longer  titan  Henman,  he 
knows  hew  to  retrieve  appar¬ 
ently  lost  causes.  On  the  way 
to  claiming  his  first  tide,  in 
Sydney  last  year,  he  saved  five 
match  points  in  the  first 
round. 

Medvedevis,  though,  so 
wildly  temperamental  that  his 
full  potential  may  never  be 
realised.  He  committed  a  re¬ 
markable  SO  unibroad  errors, 
a  quarter  of  them  double 
faults  and,  from  a  seemingly 
impregnable  position,  won 
only  seven  games  in  the  dos¬ 
ing  three  sets. 

Edberg ’s  capitulation,  rwo 
days  before  his  thirtieth  birth- 


Taiango  points  towards  Courier  as  he  demands  action  from  the  umpire.  Photograph:  Rick  Stevens 


day,  brought  to  a  sadly  prema¬ 
ture  conclusion  his  thirteenth 
and  last  Australian  Open. 
Leading  2-1  in  sets  and  2-0 
against  Jean-Philippe 
Fleurian.  he  missed  the  rwo 
break  points  which,  he  reflect¬ 
ed  “would  have  done  i r.  He 
reacted  by  yielding  the  next 
seven  games  in  a  row.  The 
most  popular  foreigner  here, 
he  was  granted  a  standing 
ovation  as  he  left. 

Jeff  Tarango  cannot  expect 
to  be  regarded  with  such 
esteem,  particularly  after 
another  unsavoury  episode. 
The  abrasive  American 
indicated  to  the  umpire  that 
action  should  be  taken  against 
his  compatriot  and  friend,  Jim 
Courier,  for  verbal  and  racket 
abuse,  implying  that  he 
would,  doubtless,  have  been 
penalised.  Tarango  is  still  an 
probation  for  his  infamous 
misdemeanour  at  Wimble¬ 
don,  where  he  was  defaulted. 
So,  remember,  was  Henman. 


SINGLES:  Second  round:  K  Kucera  (So- 
vakfe)  b)  W  Form  [5A|  6-1.  fra,  6-0.  M 
Chang  (US)  bl  J  Htasek  (Swflzl  6-1 . 6-3. 6- 
3;  N  KiAl  (Swe)WC  Costa  [SpJ  6-3. 6-3.6- 
2;  T  Vtootibridge  (Aus)  W  B  UNhrach  (Cz) 
fra,  2-6.  6-2.  54;  G  Raou*  (Fit  UB&- 
v»oO  [Aual  6-3  6-4. 7-6,  MTfisfran  (Sab) 
bl  C  Ruud  (Nor)  6-3.  3-6.  fr-4.  4-6.  6-4;  J 
Courier  (US)  bl  J  Tarango  (US)  7-5. 6-7. 6- 
4.  63: T  Martti  (US)  bf  R  ftorwberg  (U®  6 
2,7-5. 3-6.  7-6;  R  Kraftoak  (Hell  bl  F  Fel- 
tataln  (Den)  B-2.  64.  64.  S  Bryan  (US)  bl 
S  Stole  (Aus)  6-3,  7-6.  6);  P  McEnroe 
(USjbtAMedredev(lAr)£W.2-6.e-2.6- 
3. 6-2;  J-P  Fleurian  (Fr)  MS  Edberg  (Swe) 
64, 2-6, 4-6. 62. 6-3;  T  Muster  (Austria)  W 
J  Frana  (Am)  fr-4.  6-4.  1-6.  7-6;  M 
Ontfuste  (5A)  bt  C  Attorns  (US)  7-5.  7-6. 
3-6. 6-0.  J  Bpriunan  (Swe)  bl  T  Henman 
(GB)  6-1.  6-3,  B-2.  A  Agassi  (US)  bl  V 
Spadea  (US)  fr-4.  62.  63. 

DOUBLES:  Ftret  round:  T  Kronemann  (US) 
and  D  MaePheraon  (Aus)  bt  5  Cannon  and 
F  Montana  (US)  6-31  6-1;  S  Lareau  (Can) 
and  A  O’Brien  (US)  bl  K  Racb  end  K  Jones 
(US)  6-4.  6-3:  M  Tebbutt  and  P  Tranocch 
(Aus)  bl  Tom  Nyssen  (Hon  and  G  van 
Emt irfr  (US)  64,  7-fr-  P  G^bradh  ATS) 
and  A  Olimtjay  (Rugs)  M  L-A  Wahtgrer 
(Swe)  and  F  Wtatei  (Holl)  7-5.  4-6.  66:  M 
Sinner  (Go r)  and  J  Wmrank  (Hoi)  bt  T 
Kemp era  and  S  Noteboom  (Ho*)  6-1,  6-7. 
11-9;  N  Broad  (GB)  and  P  Norval  (Saj  tt  L 
Pmek  (Bel)  and  B  Talbai  |SA)  6-3.  6-2.  L 
Lavalto  (Men)  and  E  Sdnchaz  (Sp)  bi  J  A 


Condo  and  A  Conwja  (Sp)  6-3, 7-5;  l  Lot* 
(Arg)  and  J  SAnchez  (Sp)  bl  W  Arthurs  and 
B  Larkham  (Ausl  64. 6-4.  M  Golner  and  D 
PnnofJ!  (Ger)  bt  A  Kratzmarvi  and  J  Morgan 
(Aus)  6-4. 64:  V  Kaletatov  (Russ)  and  W 
Ferreira  (SA)  M  □  Adams  (SA)  and  P 
Kuhnen  (Gerj  4-6, 6-4. 64;  M  FWfipOousas 
and  P  Ratter  (Aua)  bl  E  Ferrara  ISA)  and  J 
Semerrk  (Hoi)  7-6.  fr-7. 6-3:  J-L  de  Jager 
and  G  Mufler  (SA|  Li  P  KWeny  (Aus)  and  N 
Maiques  (Pol)  6-2. 6-2.  C  SUr  and  D  Vacok 
(Cz)  bl  W  EBack  (3m)  and  D  Mioalon  (US 
6-2.  6-1;  O  Main©  and  F  Santoro  (Fr)bl  B 
Behrens  and  J  Wane  (US  7-6,  fr-1.  R  Leacti 
and  S  MrMe  (US)  bt  H  Framberg  and  J 
Ireland  (Aus)  64  6-3.  J  Bangh  and  P 
Haarhufe  (Holl)  fcr  N  hub  and  M  Urason 
(Swe)  6-3, 7-5;  B  Black  (Zsn)  and  G  Comal 
foar^M  K  Kinnear  and  D  RandaH  (US)  5-7, 


Sngton;  Second  round:  SCadc  (US)  bfS 
Drake  Brockman  (Aus)  fr-2.  7-5:  S  Appet- 
mans  (Ben  bl  I  Sptfea  (Rom)  6-3.  6-3.  L 
Courtcia  (fen  M  J  Kroger  (SA)  63.  7-6.  T 
WwtfnQar  Jones  (US)  M  A  Smashnova 
ter)  5-7  64.  6-2,  N  Arendt  (US)  bl  S 
Farina  (It)  3 -6.  6-3. 8-6;  G  Sabetin  (Arg)  bl 
K  Habsudova  (Slovakia)  64.  63;  I  Majoi 
lOa)  bl  L  McNai  (US)  63.  62;  M  J 
Fernandez  (US)  bl  M-A  Sanchez  Lorenzo 
(Sp)  62.  60:  N  Sawamatsu  (Japan)  W  L 
VWd  (US)  64. 63:  A  Suqiyama  (Japan)  b( 
A  Dechaume-Balterel  (Fr)  62.  62.  M 
&*»  (US)  btK  Studenfcova  (Slovakia)  6 
i.  61;  C  Rubin  (US) «  T  Krtzan  (Stoiraiaa) 


67,  6-2.  63:  J  Halard-Oecuqts  (Fr)  bt  F 
Lubtare  (it)  62. 0^6. 6-2.  K  Schwendi  IGed 
bi  N  Mlyagi  (Japan)  2-6. 62. 6-1;  A  Fusai 
(Fr)  bl  j  waanabe  (US)  7-6.  7-6:  A 
Sdnchez  Vicario  (Sp)  bl  B  Rmner  (Ger)  63. 
62. 

DOUBLES:  First  round:  N  DaNman  (Bn) 
and  C  Wood  (GB)  MR  Grande  (fi)  end  A  Te- 
meevan  (Hun)  64, 62.  K  Boogt-n  (Hot)  and 
N  Bradlkc  (Ausj  bl  V  Late  (GB)  and  L  Pwwi 
(US)  7-6. 7-5.  A  Frazier  and  K  Pb  (ug  M  Y 
Kamo  (Japan)  and  F  Label  (Arg)  64,  7-6. 
K-A  Guse  (Aus)  and  PaWaa  Hy-Boufais 


gram  (Ham)  ana  J  rjinor  [SA1  B-2.  fr-3.  A 
EJwoofl  and  N  FraR  (Aus)  bl  L  Ghsaidl- 
Ffcjbdl  and  S  Pittewsld  (Ft)  4-6,  64,  66;  B 
Sctnit: -McCarthy  fHoff)  end  R  SrubOs  (Aus) 
M  E  Hakerm  and  D  Sort!  (US)  3-6. 60, 61; 
C  Manraz  (Sp)  and  P  Tarabmi  (Arg)  M  L 
Courtote  and  N  Feb«  (Bej)  7-6. 64;  E  Ma¬ 
karova  and  E  Mamokova  (Russ)  bt  J  Hethe- 
nnMon  (Can)  and  K  Radford  (Aus)  63. 60: 
A  Coazer  and  M  de  Sward!  (SA)  M  P 
Stvtvw  (US)  and  E  Smylw  (Aus)  6-3. 26. 6 
i;  MSaeki  and  YYooivda /Japan)  MM  Ffcv 
qfe  (SMtz)  and  l  Majoii  (Cm)  67, 6-0. 63:  L 
Nenteckova  (Cz)  and  D  Szabova  (Stovskiaj 
bt  M  Grzybowska  and  A  Oteza  (Pon  26, 7- 
5.  64;  G  Fernandez  (US)  and  N  Zvereva 
(Beta)  bi  K  Maleeva  (Bu)  and  S  Stafford 
(USl  63, 63;Kr-lagalsiAaand  ASugnrama 
(Japan)  bt  A  Carlssan  (Sure)  and  C  CrsMa 
(Romj  0-6, 62, 61,  E  de  Lone  and  A  Kater 
(US)  bi  K  Godridge  and  K  Sharpe  (Aus)  7-5, 
7-6;  M  McGrath  (US)  and  L  Norland  (Lai)  bl 
S  Cecchin  and  L  Garrore  (hi  63. 64. 


SPORTS  LETTERS 

Undersold  RFU  must  make  better  job  of  gauging  members’  views 


on  overs 

From  Mr  Gerald  Raisin 

Sir.  What  possible  justification 
is  there  for  the  recent  decision 
by  the  Test  and  County  Crick¬ 
et  Board  to  reduce  the  mini¬ 
mum  number  of  overs  on  the 
first  three  days  of  matches  in 
the  Britannic  Assurance  coun¬ 
ty  championship  from  110  to 
104  per  day? 

Wall  we  see  a  proportionate 
reduction  in  players'  salaries 
and,  more  pertinently,  in  ad¬ 
mission  prices  for  the  coming 
season? 

Yours  sincerely. 

GERALD  RATON. 

158  Court  Lane. 

Dulwich,  SE2L 


From  Mr  Ron  Tennant 

Sir,  Contrary  to  the  profes¬ 
sional  pundits’  opinions,  the 
abandonment  of  the  Rugby 
Football  Union's  special  gen¬ 
eral  meeting  in  Birmingham 
(report,  January  15)  was  not 
the  reaction  of  the  grass  roots 
against  the  open  game,  but 
rather  the  reaction  of  a  bored, 
bewildered  and  bothered  au¬ 
dience  looking  for  a  cup  of  tea 
before  travelling  home  after  a 
wasted  day. 

We  were  bored  by  an  inter¬ 
nal  RFU  wrangle  and  bewil¬ 
dered  by  the  lack  of  foresight 
which  kept  everybody  milling 
about  uselessly  for  70  minutes 
while  .the  proxy  votes  were 
cast.  If  this  is  the  best  our 
professional  administrators 
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can  do,  then  the  first  division 
dubs  would  do  well  to  look 
elsewhere  for  guidance  and 
control. 

We  were  bothered  by  a 
pompous  dismissal  on  very 
narrow  semantic  grounds  of 
the  wish  to  express  a  simple 
vote  of  support  or  otherwise 
for  the  open  game  and  form 
some  of  its  more  immediate 
effects.  No  doubt  John  Simp¬ 
son,  a  former  president,  was 
technically  correct  in  his  legal 
interpretation,  but  did  he  have 
to  be  so  patronising  about  it 
and  why  did  he  not  give  the 
incumbent  president  some 
practical  advice  about  how  io 
get  out  of  the  comer  he  put 
him  in? 

*  Our  sympathies  were  with 
Bill  Bishop,  struggling  in  a 
strong  tide  without  a  paddle. 
We  can  forgive  a  president  for 
a  year,  but  professional  ad¬ 
ministrators  tend  to  hang 
about  for  ever.  An  open  game 
must  mean  hiring  and  firing. 
Yours  faithfully, 

RON  TENNANT 
(Hon  Treasurer, 

Brockleians  RFC), 

57  Boveney  Road, 

Forest  Hill.  SE23. 

From  Mr  James  Carter 
Sir,  It  would  appear  that  a 
majority  of  those  present  at  the 
RFU  meeting  were  opposed  to 
the  professional  developments 
within  the  game.  As  a  playing 
member  of  the  University  of 
Derby  rugby  dub.  I  am  totally 
supportive  of  the  game  becom¬ 
ing  open  and  1  have  yet  to 
meet  a  playing  member  who 
has  expressed  opposition  to 
such  developments. 

Could  it  be  that  the  57  old 
farts  are.  jn  fact,  1,000  old 
farts,  committeemen  who  ex- 
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press  their  own  views  rather 
than  those  of  the  playing 
members  they  are  supposed  to 
represent? 

Yours  faithfully. 

JAMES  CARTER. 

]  Peet  Street,  Derby. 

From  Mr  Nigel  Lynch 
Sir,  The  courageous  decision 
of  the  International  Rugby 
Football  Board  (IRFB)  to 
sweep  away  the  hypocrisy  and 
declare  the  game  open  has 
apparently  fallen  on  many 
deaf  ears.  Perhaps  a  major 
contributing  factor  has  been 
the  lack  of  positive  leadership 
shown  by  tne  RFU.  When  the 
first  division  dubs  appear  to 
be  in  control,  it  is  inevitable 
that  the  rest  of  the  game 
should  have  deep  feelings  of 
unease,  so  the  rank  and  file 
vent  their  spleen  by  voting  the 
“non-establishment"  candi¬ 
date,  Cliff  Brittle,  into  the 
important  post  of  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee. 

It  is  apparent  from  Mr 
Brittle^  initial  comments  that 
he  has  no  intention  of  seeking 
to  change  existing  RFU  policy. 
This  is  good  news. 

Ambitious  players  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  move  away  from  those 
dubs  who  wish  to  retain  their 
true  amateur  tradition,  many 
to  return  later  and  exert  their 
benefidal  influence  on  the 
next  generation,  just  as  they 
have  always  done.  The  only 
missing  factor  is  the  hypocrisy 
of  former  years. 

By  insisting  on  a  dear 
definition  of  amateur  and 
professional,  those  who  voted 
for  the  new  debate  seem  to 
want  tb  perpetuate  that  hypoc¬ 
risy,  thus  driving  a  wedge  mto 
the  very  heart  of  the  game  so 
that  dubs,  players  and  offid- 
als  will  have  to  deride  pn 
which  side  of  the  fence  they  lie. 

The  whole  point  of  the  IRFB 
derision  is  that  it  gives  ail  in 
the  game  the  freedom  to  embr¬ 
ace  professionalism  if  they 


have  the  wish  and  ability, 
while  the  majority  continue  in 
exactly  the  same  way  as  they 
have  for  130  years. 

Yours  faithfully. 

NIGEL  LYNCH. 

The  Whins. 

68  West  Common  Road, 
Hayes,  Kent 

From  Colonel  Martyn  Cub  ill 
Sir,  Mr  John  Jacobsen  (Sports 
Letters,  January  12)  is  right  to 
feel  concerned  for  the  survival 
of  rugby  union  as  played  by 
the  middle  and  lower  echelon 
dubs  which  form  the  majority 
of  the  RFU.  However,  the 
existence  or  not  of  a  prescrip¬ 
tive  form  of  amateurism  is  not 
the  real  issue.  In  any  case,  it  is 
just  not  possible  to  put  the 
clock  back. 

A  sport  with  the  profile  and 
image  of  rugby  union  today 
must  have  a  sound  business 
base  at  all  levels  and  this 
cannot  be  ignored.  But  above 
all.  the  game,  as  played,  must 
be  substantially  the  same  from 
children  and  beginners  to 
internationals,  and  any 
changes  to  that  must  only  be 
brought  about  by  a  majority  of 
the  whole  family.  It  must  also 
remain  possible  for  the  highly 
xalented  to  aspire  to  and 
achieve  the  highest  honours 
by  paths  other  than  the  card- 
carrying  professional  one. 

As  chairman  of  the  Army 
Rugby  Union,  it  is  my  aim  to 
keep  one  such  alternative  path 
open  for  the  best  who  want  to 
join  the  Army  and  pursue 
rugby  excellence  with  no  limit 
to  the  goal.  I  know  my  other 
service  colleagues  take  a  simi¬ 
lar  view. 

The  truly  open  game,  em¬ 
bracing  the  best  of  amateur 
and  professional,  is  surety  the 
way  ahead.  To  take  it  will  need 
strong  nerves,  strong  leader¬ 
ship  and  some  faith. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARTYN  CUBITT, 

S5  Fawcett  Close,  SWJl. 


Ginola  short 
of  protection 

From  Mr  fan  Feely 
Sir,  You  are  right  to  draw 
attention  to  the  exrenuating 
circumstances  in  David 
Ginola's  dismissal  in  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  quarter-final 
at  Highbury  (January  12). 

In  the  first  half,  constant 
fouls  on  him  went  unpun¬ 
ished.  They  were  perpetrated 
against  a  background  of  bay¬ 
ing  and  booing  from  the 
crowd  every  time  Ginola  went 
near  the  ball.  The  combined 
ugliness  of  Arsenal’s  crowd 
and  players  was  so  personal, 
vindictive  and  racist  that  the 
evening  was  defiled  as  a 
sporting  event,  even  before  the 
most  shameful  booking  I  have 
seen  in  50  years  watching 
football. 

Gerald  Ashby  did  not  just 
book  Ginola  for  a  dive  when 
he  was  plainly  felled  by  a 
cynical  tackle  by  Winter  bum. 
What  the  referee  did  was  to 
endorse  the  hostility  of  the 
crowd  and  the  challenge  of  the 
Arsenal  full  backs.  The  mess¬ 
age  went  out  these  crafty 
foreign  forwards  deserve  a 
good  English  kicking  and  boo¬ 
ing  because  they  cannot  take  it 

From  that  moment  Ginola 
and  the  game  were  doomed.  1 
willed  Keegan  to  take  Ginola 
off  at  once.  The  foul  on  Dixon 
and  the  sending-off  were  inev¬ 
itable.  As  he  went  off,  the  verb¬ 
al  assaults  of  the  Arsenal  sub¬ 
stitutes  were  added  to  the  tri¬ 
umphant  howling  of  the  crowd. 

And  the  FA  is  to  conduct  an 
enquiry  into  the  reaction  of 
Terry  McDermott  Newcas¬ 
tle’s  assistant  manager,  who 
had  the  temerity  to  let  his 
indignation  show  by  saying  a 
few  choice  words  to  the  Ars¬ 
enal  manager,  Bruce  Rioch. 
Yours  sincerely. 

IAN  FEELY. 

6  Windlesham  Road, 
Shoreham  by  Sea,  Sussex. 


Coach  reported  after 
red-card  rumpus 

CHEN  XINHUA  faces  possible  action  from  the  European 
Table  Tennis  Union  (ETTU)  for  his  behaviour  while  acting 
as  England  coach  for  the  first  time  at  the  Olympic 
qualifying  competition  in  Manchester  on  Sunday.  The 
Yorkshire-based  former  World  Cup  winner  has  been 
reported  for  arguing  with  an  umpire  and  allegedly  insulting 
him  during  the  final  match  involving  the  England  No  1, 
Matthew  Syed.  and  Zoltan  Batorfi.  of  Hungary. 

Chen,  who  has  qualified  for  Atlanta  by  virtue  of  his  high 
world  ranking  at  No  19,  was  upset  when  given  the  red  card 
tty  the  Austrian  umpire,  Roland  Zauner,  for  twice  illegally 
coaching  Syed.  Chen  removed  the  red  card  from  Zauner's 
hand,  argued  for  several  minutes,  then  removed  the 
spectacles  from  the  umpire’s  nose  and  hung  them  over  a 
Wrier.  He  allegedly  made  remarks  about  the  official's 
eyesight. 

Hill  slides  off  again 

MOTOR  RACING:  While  Damon  Hill  slid  off  the  track  at 
Estoril  for  the  second  day  in  succession  yesterday,  his  junior 
partner  in  the  WUiiams-RenauIt  team,  the  Canadian, 
Jacques  Villeneuve,  posted  the  best  practice  time  of  the  week. 
Hill  went  off  at  the  S-bend  while  the  track  was  diy  during 
the  morning  session.  He  was  unhurt  but  the  car  had  to  be 
towed  into  the  pits  with  scuffed  front  tyres.  Vfileneuve’s  best 
time  was  Imin  2U4sec  three-hundredths  of  a  second  faster 
than  Hill.  Alain  Prosl.  the  former  world  champion,  who  was 
testing  as  technical  adviser  for  McLaren-Mercedes.  complet¬ 
ed  14  laps  with  a  best  time  of  Imin  23_24sec. 

Oakes  breaks  record 

ATHLETICS:  Judy  Oakes  will  make  a  record  73rd 
international  appearance  for  Britain  in  the  indoor  match 
against  Russia  in  Birmingham  on  January  27.  The  shot 
putter  will  pass  the  mark  set  by  Verona  Elder,  the  former  400 
metres  runner,  who  is  now  Britain's  team  manager.  Oakes, 
37,  made  her  debut  in  I976and  has  two  Commonwealth 
Games  gold  medals.  Britain  include  six  newcomers  for  the 
match  —  Neil  Caddy,  in  the  3,000  metres,  Doug  Turner  (200 
metres).  Edward  King  and  Andy  Hart  (800  metres).  Ann 
Brooks  (long  jump)  and  Shani  Anderson  (triple  jump). 

Davis  finalises  plans 

SNOOKER:  Steve  Davis,  " 

right,  will  meet  Tony  Drago, 

of  Malta,  in  the  final  of  the  i 

Guangzhou  Masters  in  Chi-  «jg 

na  today,  attempting  to  cap-  uHL  '••••'•Hi 

professional  career  and  the 

first  prize  of  EIZ500.  He  I'B 

the  local  favourite.  Win  the  '  b 

semi-finals  yesterday,  while  V  •  rrj 
Drago  progressed  with  a  ^ 
surprise  6-3  victory  over  ¥.V 
Peter  Ebdon,  the  provision- 

al  world  No 3.  fij  v  i  _ 

Offiah  for  Twickenham 

RUGBY:  Martin  Offiah  is  set  to  play  rugby  union  again  — 
in  the  Middlesex  sevens  for  his  rugby  league  team,  Wigan. 
The  Rugby  Football  League  said  last  night  that  Wigan,  who 
have  just  secured  a  seventh  successive  championship,  have 
been  nominated  to  take  up  the  invitation  from  the  sevens 
organisers.  Wigan,  who  would  not  be  playing  for  money, 
have  confirmed  that  they  will  be  sending  their  strongest 
learn  to  Twickenham  on  May  11.  Offiah  is  a  former  player 
with  Rosstyn  Park  rugby  union  dub. 

English  pair  through 

BADMINTON:  Darren  Hail  and  Peter  Knowles,  both  of 
England,  moved  into  the  second  round  of  the  Japan  Open 
men’s  singles  in  Tokyo  yesterday.  Hall  beat  Mike  Bercs,  of 
Canada.  154.  15-13,  while  Knowles  defeated  Takaaki 
Hayashi,  of  Japan,  15-6, 15-0.  Anne  Gibson  received  a  bye  to 
the  second  round  of  the  women's  event.  There  were  also 
wins  for  the  doubles  pairings  of  Julie  Bradbury  and  Jo 
Wright,  and  Joanne  Davies  and  Nichola  Beck.  However, 
Gillian  Gowers  and  Sarah  Hardaker  were  beaten. 


ENTER  OUR  PRIZE 
DRAW  TO  WIN  A  CAR 
WORTH  £23,400 


Win  a  Honda 

The  Times,  in  association  with  Honda,  is  offering  you  the 
chance  to  be  the  proud  owner  of  a  fabulous  new  Honda 
Shuttle  in  our  exclusive  prize  draw  competition.  The  car  is 
worth  more  than  £23.400. 

Ingenuity  is  the  key  to  the  Shuttle’s  flexibility.  Seats  and 
luggage  can  be  mixed  and  matched  to  suir  any  need. 

Even  in  full  “people  carrier  mode",  with  all  six  seats 
occupied,  the  Shuttle  has  as  much  luggage  pace  behind  its 
rear  seats  as  a  medium-sized  hatchhack.  The  third  row  of 
seats  folds  away  leaving  a  completely  flat  floor  space.  And 
the  centre  row  seats  are  designed  to  be  easily  removed  by 
one  person. 

Even  though  the  Shuttle  has  the  flexibility  to  take  big  and 
awkward  loads,  it  never  feels  like  a  van.  Advanced  Honda 
technology  ensures  it  is  as  smooth  and  comfortable  to  drive 
as  an  executive  car. 

The  Shuttle  comes  in  five  elegant  colours,  protected  from 
damage  by  anti-chip  primer,  and  its  sleek  contours  make  it 
easy  on  the  eye.  It  is  equally  easy  on  the  body:  the  low  sill 
and  floor  height  mean  effortless  loading  and  unloading. 

For  your  chance  to  win  this-prize  coilea  three  tokens  from 
The  Times  this  week  and  attach  them  to  a  prbe  draw  entry 
form  which  will  appear  again  on  Saturday. 
- ^ -  j - - - - - - — T 

can  the  Honda  j  THESSSSfeTIMES  j 

information  centre  on:  1  - 

0845 159 159  ■ 

Id  arrange  a  test  drive  j  , 

and  for  further  details  on  }  wwj  wiraogT  i 

fire  new  Shuttle  and  your  »  _  _  i 

nearest  Honda  dealer  1  TOKKN  5  ‘ 
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Skiing  on  a  collision  course  with  sanity 


WOLFGANG  HATTAY 


BRYANT’S 


• ;  ■  ■  - 
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Downhill  ski  racers  are  a  rare 
breed.  Theirs  is  an  event  for 
the  elite,  the  daredevils,  the 
super-fit  the  reckless.  The  down- 
hillers  are  the  finest,  the  maddest 
the  bravest 

Today  they  are  the  saddest  too. 
For  on  Tuesday,  one  of  Britain’s 
brightest  downhill  hopes  for  the  next 
Winter  Olympics  died  after  crash¬ 
ing.  Kirs  teen  McGibbon.  just  20, 
was  enjoying  her  first  year  as  a 
member  of  the  Great  Britain  alpine 
ski  team.  She  lost  control,  and  her 
life,  on  a  training  run  for  the 
Lowlander  championships  in 
Altenmarkt-Zauchensee.  30  miles 
southeast  of  Salzburg. 

She  was  the  British  champion  in 
this,  the  Blue  Riband  of  skiing 
disciplines:  but  the  grim  reality  <h 
downhill  ski  racing  is  that  one  small 
mistake  can  end  a  career,  or  even 
snatch  away  a  life.  Whenever  this 
happens  in  sport,  it  raises  inevitable 
questions  about  safety. 

For  downhill  skiing  is  the  Formula 
One  of  winter  sport,  with  high-speed 
crashes  a  feature  of  almost  every 
contest.  Ar  times,  almost  everything 
is  sacrificed  to  the  god  of  speed.  a 
sacrifice  that  agonises  some  within 
the  sport  Bernhard  Russi,  a  former 
world  and  Olympic  downhill  cham¬ 
pion,  tells  of  the  problems  he  has  had 
as  a  course  designer  for  the  Interna¬ 
tiona]  Ski  Federation.  “My  greatest 
task,  ”  he  said,  “is  to  fight  to  cut  down 
the  average  speed  of  races."  The 
people  he  has  to  fight  “are  the  skiers 
and  their  coaches". 

Ronald  Duncan,  a  former  British 
downhill  champion,  gives  a  vivid 
glimpse  into  the  mind  of  die  down¬ 
hill  skier.  “You  can  tell  the  very  first 
time  if  it’s  for  you  or  not"  he  said. 
“You  get  to  the  bottom  in  a  strange 
state  —  you’re  both  terrified  and 
exhilarated  at  once.  The  ones  who 
are  just  a  little  bit  more  exhilarated 
than  terrified  are  the  downhill 
skiers.  They  Ye  the  ones  who  go  back 
up."  One  who  chose  not  to  go  back 
up  is  Alberto  Tomba.  the  Italian  who 
has  just  missed  out  on  a  fourth 
successive  World  Cup  slalom  win. 
He  has  refused  to  race  the  downhill 
since  1987  because  it  gives  his  mother 
too  much  worry  and  heartache. 
Competitive  skiing  has  moved  a 


.  ~  -  V.  • ■ a 


m 


.  ■•...f'ir-vi'  JL  -A-W'  . 

%-  -  ;; 

Tomba.  a  slalom  expert  refuses  to  compete  in  downhill  races  because  of  fears  about  their  safety 


long  way  from  the  early  days  when  it 
took  the  English  to  dunk  up  some¬ 
thing  as  unlikely  as  climbing  a 
mountain  simply  to  slide  down 
again  with  feet  strapped  precarious¬ 
ly  to  strips  of  wood.  The  first  Alpine 
ski  races  were  devised  by  the  British, 
and  no  one  played  a  greater  part  in 
promoting  this  new  event  than  Sir 
Arnold  Lunn,  who  dreamt  up  the 
first  downhill  race  in  1911,  at  Mon¬ 
tana,  Switzerland.  In  those  days  the 
skiers  raced  side  by  side,  down  wide 
courses,  with  the  first  past  the  flag 
the  winner.  The  first  safety  measure 
was  die  abolition  of  mass-start  races 


in  favour  of  timing  each  contestant, 
starting  at  one-minute  intervals. 

From  the  early  days  of  wooden 
skis  and  leather  boots,  there  has 
been  fierce  rivalry  among  manufac¬ 
turers  to  produce  better  equipment 
for  the  racer.  As  the  equipment 
improved,  the  skiers  got  faster — and 
the  risks  have  risen.  Like  tennis  and 
motor  raring,  the  sport  has  run  into 
problems  created  by  its  own  advanc¬ 
ing  technology.  In  tennis,  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  the  traditional  wooden 
racket  has  created  serving  monsters, 
such  as  Michael  Stich  and  Goran 
Ivanisevic,  and  dull  matches.  In 


Formula  One.  they  have  had  to  put  a 
brake  on  technology  as  cornering 
speeds  reached  increasing  levels  of 
terror. 

in  siding,  die  skis,  the  waxes,  even 
the  clothing  are  fiercely  researched 
and  tested  —  hi-tech  leotards  and 
helmets  are  refined  these  days  in 
wind-tunnels  before  they  are  let 
loose  on  the  downhill.  The  teams 
who  are  responsible  for  course  safety 
struggle  to  keep  up.  They  are 
constantly  improving  the  safety  net¬ 
ting,  and  foam  padding  has  replaced 
the  traditional  straw  bales,  but  there 
are  many  who  believe  that  just  lining 


Grunigen 
on  line  for 
slalom  title 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

SHY  and  unassuming  Mich¬ 
ael  von  Grunigen  is  an  unlike¬ 
ly  rival  to  die  flamboyant 
Alberto  Tomba  as  king  of  the 
ski  slopes.  The  Swiss  skier. 
26,  strengthened  his  domina¬ 
tion  of  the  giant  slalom  with  a 
spectacular  victoty  on  Tues¬ 
day.  It  was  his  fourth  of  the 
season  and  set  him  on  target 
for  the  giant  slalom  title. 

Tomba.  meanwhile,  stayed 
away  from  the  event,  com¬ 
plaining  of  flu  and  conserving 
his  energy  for  the  slalom  race 
this  weekend  in  Switzerland. 
The  Italian  has  been  strug¬ 
gling  to  regain  last  season's 
record  form  and  has  said  his 
main  goal  is  the  world  cham¬ 
pionships  in  Sierra  Nevada, 
Spain,  next  month. 

Like  Tomba.  von  G rum- 
gen’s  skills  tie  in  the  technical 
disciplines,  and  he  has  to 
make  do  without  downhill 
and  combined  competition 
points  in  the  World  Cop 
standings.  Despite  that  he 
now  lies  in  second  place 
behind  Lasse  Kjus,  of  Nor¬ 
way.  in  the  overall  standings. 
The  Norwegian's  266-point 
lead  is  unlikely  to  hold  if  his 
injury  keeps  him  out  of  com¬ 
petition  much  longer. 

After  being  dogged  by  inju¬ 
ry  last  year,  von  Grunigen  is 
on  form.  “I  am  in  such  good 
form  that  I  could  practically 
do  no  wrong."  he  said  after 
securing  his  win  on  Tuesday 
by  a  wide  margin  —  nearly 
two  seconds.  He  claimed  the 
best  times  in  both  runs,  dock¬ 
ing  Imin  lfxbOsec  and  lmin 
(3J6sec  for  a  combined  time 
of  2min  29.96sec. 

His  fellow  Swiss.  Urs 
Kaelin.  winner  of  the  previ¬ 
ous  giant  slalom  in  Fbtauui, 
Austria,  ten  days  ago,  was 
second  with  2m in  St.Tfeec 
while  Tom  Stiansen,  of  Nor¬ 
way.  captured  third  place  — 
his  first  podium  position  — 
with  a  combined  time  of  2min 
32.70sec 

Hie  men’s  circuit  now 
moves  to  to  Veysonnaz  in 
southern  Switzerland  for  two 
downhills,  a  slalom  and  a 
combined  this  weekend  — 
rescheduled  because  of  the 
lack  of  snow  at  Wcngen. 

Between  the  races,  won 
Grunigen  is  likely  to  spend  , 
time  with  his  wife  and  infant 
son.  He  avoids  the  glamour  , 
that  often  accompanies  the  ski 
dreuft. 


New  Zealand  fail  to  force  the  issue 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

NEW  ZEALAND'S  attempts 
to  force  a  result  in  the  rain- 
affected  first  Test  match 
against  Zimbabwe  were  in 
vain  as  the  game  ended  in  a 
draw  in  Hamilton  yesterday, 
but  only  after  both  teams  had 
a  chance  to  win. 

Set  a  target  of  257  in  two 
sessions  for  victory,  Zimba¬ 
bwe  ended  the  day  at  208  for 
six.  New  Zealand  declared 
their  second  innings  dosed  ar 
222  for  five  at  lunch.  Lee 
Germon,  the  captain,  making 
his  second  declaration  of  the 


Cairns:  impressive  bowling 


match.  Both  teams  had  a 
chance  to  win  in  the 
final  session  after  Zimbabwe 
went  into  tea  at  113  for 
two. 

Grant  Flower  and  Stuart 
Carlisle,  the  Zimbabwe  open¬ 
ing  batsmen,  made  a  dashing 
start,  bringing  up  the  50  in  the 
eleventh  over  before  Carlisle 
was  caught  at  first  slip  by 
Stephen  Fleming  from  the  first 
ball  of  Dipak  Patel's  first 
over. 

Guy  Whittall  joined  Flower 
to  maintain  the  run-rate  at  the 
required  mark  of  around  four 
per  over.  After  reaching  20. 
Whittall  gave  Roger  Twose  his 
first  Test  wicket  when  he 
pulled  a  catch  to  Robert  Ken¬ 
nedy  at  mid-wicket  Chris 
Cairns.  New  Zealand's  best 
bowler  in  the  match,  dis¬ 
missed  Flower.  He  was  caught 
behind  off  a  fine  ball  for  an 
aggressive  59  after  the  rea 
interval. 

When  the  veteran.  David 
Houghton,  haring  passed 
1.000  runs  m  Test  cricket,  was 
trapped  leg-before  by  Twnse. 
and  Alastair  Campbell  was 
caught  behind  by  German  off 
Ptitel.  the  shutters  went  up. 
Campbell  looked  unlucky  to 
be  given  out  as  television 
replays  dearly  showed  the 


Answers  from  page  42 
POGUE 

fb)  A  bag,  purse,  wallet  or  container.  Also  by  metonymy,  money,  takings. 

(Perhaps  related  to  Fnugh.l 

RAKSHI 

(a)  In  Nepal  or  Tibet  a  1  iquor  distilled  from  rice  or  grain.  (From  the  N'cpali 
min'  and  the  Tibetan  rog-a.)  Feeling  thirsty.  Chris  Bennington  in  /  Chose 
To  Climb  remembers  bow  "the  Sherpas  have  settled  down  to  a 
crlabraiory  binge,  consuming  huge  quantities  of  rakshi.  a  potent  spirit 
distilled  from  barley  or  rice". 

PONT1ANAK 

|b)  A  type  of  vampire.  (A  Malay  word  from  pati-onak.  diiWJdller.)  C 
Shutttewonh  in  Malayan  Safari  note  that  "perhaps  the  most  fearsome  of 
an  superstitions  is  that  of  the  pontianafc  or  vampire,  widely  prevalent 
throughout  Malaya". 

OUNGO 

(a)  A  small  nocturnal  mammal  of  ihe  genus  Bassancyon.  belonging  to  the 
family  Pnxyonidae,  native  to  ihe  forest  regions  of  Central  and  South 
America .  and  distinguished  from  die  kinkajuu  by  a  straight  tail  which  is 
not  prehensile.  (An  American  spelling  from  the  native  name.)  in  his 
Games  With  Wild  Animals.  Keith  Breene  says  that  “never  before  [have  I J 
seen  something  so  bushy,  nor  a  muzzle  so  pointed." 

SOLUTION  TO  W1 NNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I  fog?  Rxg4  2  Bfb  and  mate  is  inevitable. 
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ball  brushed  against  his 
forearm  and  not  his  glove  as 
he  went  to  sweep  the  off- 
spinner. 

Caims  then  trapped  Heath 
Streak  leg-before  for  six,  at 
which  poim  Zimbabwe  were 
in  some  danger  at  177  for  six 
but  Andy  Flower,  the  captain, 
and  Paul  Strang  played  out 
the  draw  with  Flower  ending 
the  day  cm  58  not  out. 

When  New  Zealand  made 
their  declaration  earlier  in  the 
day.  Adam  Parore  finished 
unbeaten  on  84  and  Germon 
was  on  22.  Cairns  was 
dismissed  for  seven  in  the 
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fifth  over  of  the  morning, 
but  New  Zealand  went  on  to 
score  93  runs  in  the  first 
session  off  19  overs  at  a  rate  of 
nearly  five  an  over.  Parore 
reached  his  fourth  Test  half- 
century'  from  128  balls  in  167 
minutes. 

Only  some  tight  bowling  by 
Streak  and  Paul  Strang  in  the 
20  minutes  before  lunch 
stopped  New  Zealand  posting 
a  bigger  score  os  Germon  and 
Parore  added  82  runs  for  the 
sixth  wicket. 

The  second  and  final  Test 
begins  in  Auckland  cm 
Saturday. 


ZIMBABWE.  Fust  torengs  196 IGJ  Whn- 
tal  54.  P  A  Krang  ffl  CL  Cidms 
4-56) 

Second  innings 

G  w  Floret  c  Germon  b  Cams  -  59 

S  V  Cailfcte  l  Fleming  b  Patel _  19 

G  J  WWHa#  c  Kennedy  b  Twose  .  .20 
D  L  Houghton  ttnv  b  ivww  31 

■TA  Flower  ruS  ou:  ..  ....  58 

ADR  Campbell  ■-  Germon  b  PaJal  .  3 

H  H  Sacufc  Ibw  b  Cams .  6 

P  A  Srnmg  not  cut  . 0 

Extras  (to  4.  nb  7.  *  1)  . .  .  .  _  12 

Total  (8  wtasl  _ 208 

H  R  Ol anga.  E  A  Brarxfcs  and  B  C 
Strang  efid  nd  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-56.  2-99.  3-IJS. 
4-143.5-151  5-177 
BOWLING-  Cams  1M-43-2-  AflaP  7-0- 
4M.  Kardedw  5-0-19C  PSe;  21  «-57- 
2.  Twose  1 00-36-2. 


the  course  id  .catch  tsn-af-contrd 
skiers  is  no  real  answer. 

Downhill  men  can  reach  9Qmph 
or  more  these  days,  and  women 
regularly  attain  speeds  illegal  on 
British  motorways.  At  these  speeds, 
women  run  into  physiological  prob¬ 
lems  —  they  don’t  have  -die  same 
muscle  strength  and  bulk  in  their  , 
legs  and  so  get  tired  more  quiddy.- 
Unable  to  "hold  the  racing  tuck  as 
long  as  the  men,  they  face  danger 
earfier. 

Todays  racers  aQ  tern  ofen  reflect 
the  fashion  for  artificial  and  over- 
groomed  downhill  course  settings, 
where  eve^thing  is  sacrificed  to 
speed  and  all  the  Dumps  and  jumps 
are  shaved  and  flattened  in  the  name 
of  safety.  These  racers  are  gliding 
machines  an  skis;  weight  and  size  is 
an  advantage  and  their  legs  are 
developed  like  tree-trunks  to  give 
them  strength  to  hold  the  tuck.  Tbe 
champions  of  previous  generations 
were  less  muscularly  developed  but 
more  able  to  deal  with  the  rolls  and 
bumps  of  less-manicured  courses 
that  demanded  balance  and  agility 
just  as  much  as  courage. 

In  those  days,  of  course,  the 
bumps  meant  that  plenty  of  the 
top  skiers  fell  over.  These  days, 
the  trend  is  to  sanitise  the  piste  of 
almost  all  irregularities,  with  the 
result  that  the  courses  are  faster 
because,  in  some  repects,  they  are 
easier  to  ski.  But  when  the  skiers  do 
crash,  they  inevitably  crash  faster. 
From  the  spectator's  point  of  view, 
much  of  the  drama  of  downhill  has 
been  lost. 

There  are  those  who  fear  that  in 
the  65  years  since  Lunn  started  it  all. 
downhill  ski  raring  has  become 
over-groomed,  too  technical,  over- 
specialised  and  boring.  Lunn  him¬ 
self  came  to  despise  what  he  saw  as 
the  artificiality  of  much  modem 
riding.  “The  decline  of  mountain 
siding,'1  he  wrote,  “is  closely  associat¬ 
ed  with  the  devdopment  of  piste 
raring."  .. 

Lunn,  “The  Father  of  Skiing",  had 
his  own  ideas  on  what  made  real 
alpine  skiing.  His  seventieth  birth¬ 
day  treat  was  to  be  flown  by 
helicopter  to  the  summit  of  Mont 
Blanc  so  that  he  could  ski  down. 

You  might  think  they  do  not  make 
them  like  that  any  more,  but  in  May 
of  this  year,  a  man  called  Davo 
Kami  car.  who  styles  himself  as 
Slovenia's  leading  extreme  skier, 
plans  to  lead  a  small  team  without 
oxygen  to  the  top  of  Everest  They 
will  cany  lightweight  rids  on  their 
backs,  and  when  they  get  there  they 
will  ski  back  down  to  the  Tibetan 
border  via  the  north  face  of  the 
mountain.  Now  thaTs  what  you  call 
downhilL 

JOHN  BRYANT 


^  Australian 

*»  security 
first  stepped  up 

rore  AUSTRALIA'S  players  are  to 
half-  be  provided  with  extra  seo- 
i  167  inity  during  cricket's  World 
Cup,  which  starts  on  Febru- 
g  by  ary  14.  Some  are  fearful  of 
i  the  retribution  after  recent  con- 
arch  troversies  involving  Pakistan 
ting  and  Sri  Lanka. 
and  “Our  players  are  concerned 
■  the  for  their  safety.  The  Austra¬ 
lian  Cricket  Beard  shares  that 
Test  concern  because  we  feel  they 
on  have  genuine  cause."  Graham 
Halbish.  the  board's  chid1 
executive,  said. 

The  team  will  be  protected 
24  hours  a  day  by  armed 
guards  at  their  hotels,  while 
there  will  be  extra  security  at 
grounds  and  airports  during 
the  tournament,  which  is 
59  being  staged  in  India,  Bakl- 

-  a,  stan  and  Sri  Lanka. 

"  31  Several  Australian  players 

r  58  have  recently  received  threat- 
6  ening  letters.  “Some  of  the 
'  o  stuff  has  been  quite  frighten- 

-  J2  ing."  Halbish  said. 

■J*®  Meanwhile,  the  row  over 

TV  coverage  for  the  matches 
125.  being  played  in  India  nun- 
bles  on.  with  the  Supreme 
^5?  Court  refusing  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  plea  to  adjudicate. 

(VMEPoHrsPrS^iff^ 


Weather 
(5pm)  Last 
"C  snow 


iHTE 


ANDORRA 

Sokleu 

AUSTRIA 

KjJZbuhd 


Depth 

(cm) 

ueneUons 

Runs  to 

U 

Prslo 

Cf?,'p 

resort 

too 

goad 

crusty 

fair 

FRANCE 

Fiaine 

Megew 

UP-agne 

Evater  60 


ITALY 

Cervine 


10  70  icy  cam  doted  fine  0 

(Pass  turn  Best  other  pistas  cy  or  harct-packael) 

40  30  good  crust  icy  sun  1 

iffeswf  busy  di/e  »  good  snow  30  of  34  Hits  open} 

10  55  fair  patchy  dosed  sun  -3 

*SfJ  seme  sco d  sw«g  to  be  found  S&etlau  best} 

25  145  lair  crus  worn  line  -2 

!Ko  change  r.  condAors.  sUi  rocky,  icy  and  no ml 
10  80  lax  tax  worn  sxi  3 

(Meed  ccndiocns  seme  runs  good  others  i cy  or  worn) 

55  125  fair  moguls  worn  sun  1 

(Varied  piste  ccndticrs.  Seme  good  snow} 

EDO  good  vaned  icy  sun  -412/1 
{Superb  siting  on  sumy.  unaowded  stapes! 

M  85  icy  varied  dosed  fine  3 

(Good  slung  avai'afee.  Snow  machines  topping  up} 

120  280  good  varied  good  •  fine  -2 

/Pates  firm  ana  <n  great  chape  Good  sitting} 


SWITZERLAND 

OnndeteMd  0  4Q  fair  crusty  dosed  fine  -3  7rt 

(r>rst  area  slang  ms.  Frssurs  wotting  hard) 

Ktastws  15  80  f*  varied  tar  fine  0  8/1 

tPorssnn  m  good  shape.  Pans  to  low  vtSagos  dosed! 

V«t»ar  &3  100  fair  vaned  worn  sun  0  7/1 

(V,jffexJ  corrcWiars  good  high  up.  wim  or  toy  (ewer  down) 

Viflars  10  7Q  lair  moguls  closed  •  fine  3  7/1- 

rRosorf  and  pistes  quief  Best  snow  on  high  runs) 

Source  Slo  Club  of  Great  Britan  L  -  fawsr  slopes.  U  -  upper,  art  -  ariStaal. 


The  Road  to  Toledo.  Radio  3.  SJJQpnt- 
fall  complement  of  musicians,  journeyed  LOOP 


MM 


1  *! )  ,:'!f  ‘ 1  ^ *  .7**  r:TT 


Moonbeam  and  Mrs  Pat  Radio  4 ,2XJ0pnc 
I  expect  the  fact  that  the  title  of  Peter  ling's  play  gives  a  Pekinese 
precedence  over  that  formidable  actress;  Mrs  Patrick  Campbell,  vml 
be  welcomed  with  cries  of  “and  quite  right  too!"  own  dog  lovers,  nut, 
to  be  honest,  Moonbeam  has  very  little  to  say  or  do  except  emit 
squeaky  little  barks  whenever-  the  conversation  gets  round  to  him. 
Mrs  Campbell  adored  her  per  who  was  faithful  to  her  unto  death 
(hers,  not.  Ms).  Although  his  role  is  minimal,  he  dres  inspire  one  or 
Ling's  wittier  lines  at  the  end  of  the  play.  Imelda  Staunton  plays  Mrs 
Pat.  Vocal  ageing  on  radio  is.  not  easy,  bui  with  Staunton.  I  could 
almost  hearme  wrinkles  proliferating.  Peter  Davafle 


RADIO  1 

WORLD  SERVICE  j 

FM  Stereo.  440am  CBvb  Warren  640 
Chris  Evans  9J»  Sttnon  Mayo  12h0 
Use  F  Anson,  fnd  at  12^0-12^5pm 
NewEbooi  and  at  1.15  The  Net  SLOO 
Nicky  Campbefl  4jOO  Marti  Goofier,  Ind 
5^0-5^45  NewsbeaL  6.15  the  Net  7J00 
Evcntoq  Sessjon.  Tricky  9-00  CoSns  and 
Macorfe’s  HS  Pamela  1000  Mate 
Radcfite  MkfnlgM  Oaire  Stwgess 


HI  Stereo.  GbOOam  Sarah  Kennedy 
6.15  Pause  for  Thou^V  7 JO  Wake  Up 
to  Wogan  9.15  Pause  lor  TTxxjgM  9J0 
Ken  Bftjoe,  Ind  allOJO  Pick  of  the  Hits 
11J0  Jbrrny  Young  2.00pm  Debbie 
Thrower  3J0  Ed  Stewart  5.06  John 
Dunn  7J0  For  Better  of  farWorea.  A  new 
six-part  corrwjy  series  7  JO  David  Allan 
9  JO  Paul  Jones  lOJO  Ladno  Nuevo 
iqjo  The  Jamesons  12.06am  Steve 
Madden,  bid  at  1  JO  Pause  for  Thought 
3.00  Alex  Lester 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


SJSam  Mommg  Reports  6JD0  The 
BiesMast  Programme  8J5  The  Maga¬ 
zine,  ind  10J5  Euronews  IIJO.Oul 
Reaction  12J0  Mdday  with  Wair,  ind. 
12J4fnn  Moneycheck  1.15  Entertabr- 
ment  News  8J5  Rusooeron  Five,  bid  at  _ 
3.15  Prime  Minister's  Question  Time 
3A5  Enteridnment  News  4J0  John 
bTU«daie  Nationwide  7 JO  News  Extra. 
7.36  Cricket's  World  Cup.  The  one-day 
event  bi  19B3  8J5  Women  on  Top  ®JS . 
SportsAmarica  10J5  News  Talk  11  JO 
Night  Extra  12J5am  The  Scott  Inquiry 
2JB  Up  AS  Night 


5J0  Europe  Today  6J0  Newsdsy  6J0 
Europe  Today  7  JO  News  7.15  Of  the 
Shelf  7  JO  Network  UK &J0  News  8.10 
Worrte  of  F«bh  8.15  Composer  of  Ihe 
Month  546  Good  Books  9J0  News  In 
German- -9.16  Sport  IQJO  Newsdesk 
ttUO  BSC  English  1045  Off  the  Shed; 
The  Faint  11  JO  Newsdesk  11  JO  Man, 
Machine  aid  Musk:  12J0  World  News 
12J5pm  World  Business  12.16  Britain 
Today  12J0  Assignment  1.00 
Nemahoir  2J0  World  News  2JB5 
Outlook  2J0  Muffitradc  X-Press  3J0 
News  in  German  3.15  The  Learning 
Wortd  3J0  Network  UK-4J0  News  4.1 5 
The  WbrW  Today  4JQ  News  in  German 
5 JO  BaopeToday  S  JO  Wodd  Business 
Report  5AS  Sport  5J0  Newsdesk  5J0 
News  in  German-  7.00  News  7J1 
OUttook  7 SB  Words  of  Faith  7  JO  John 
Pete  &XW  Nevnhou  9 JO  News  9.05 
World  Busfeiese  Report  5.15  Britain 
Today.  9J0  ‘Meriden  iqjo  Nswdesk 
10J0  Tbe  World  Today  1045  Sports 
Roundup  ^1  JO  News  11.10  Taka  Five 
11.15  Network  UK  11j45  Heatti  Mkl- 
nlght  Newsdesk  12J0am  On  the  Move 
1245  Brflofn  1  JO  News  1.10  Press 
Review  1.15  SurvMng  the  20th  Century 
145  Globed  Concerns  2J0  Nmsday 
2.30  Drama:  The  VaeOtOong  of  Poppy 
Caroiv3J0  World  News  3.15  Sport  3J0 
Faith  4J0  Newsdesk  4J0  Europe 


TALK  RADIO 


SJOwn  Sandy  Werr  7 JO  Sbtion  Bates 
10  JO  Jonathan  Nng  1200- Tommy 
Boyd  2J0pni  Anna  Radbum  4JO  Scott 
Cluhobn  and  Lowrt  Tomer  7 JO  Sean 
Boiger  9J0  Maz  Dee  ID  JO  James . 
Whate  1.0tK6J0am  Ian  Cofins 


Sl55boi  Weather  6J0  On  Aar. 
Purctei  (Coronation  Anthem,  ‘ 
My  heart  i&ioditiriQj;  Stanford 
(Piano  Concerto  No  1  an  G); 
Faut  (Begy);  Smetana 


introduction  and  Afegro); 
Taverner  (Vftssa  Smcti 
WBheimi,  Smafl  Devotion 
Mass) 

9  JO  Morning  Collection  with 
Paul  GambaccfnL  Wagner 
(Overture.  Die  Metotarsngar); 
auck  (DMnUs  du  Styx, 
Atoeste):  ScariStU  (Sonatas,  in 
D.  KK506;  in  D  minor,  KkSllfl: 
Rs«l  (VUS8S  nobles  et .  .  . 

sentrnentales);  Tchaikovsky 
.  (Plano  Concerto  No  3  In  E 
flat) 

10J0  Musical  Encounters.  Bart6k 
.  (String  Quartet  No  3);  Zetonka 
(Lftane  lauretenaa,  Steus 
infinnamm};  Rameau  . 
iQuatrifime  concert.  i1i6cas 
de  davedn  an  concerts): 
Britten  (Variations  on  e  theme 
of  Frank  Bridge) 

1200  Composers  of  the  Week:  . 
Vffia-Lobos  and  Ginastefa. 
Induing  GJnastsfa  (Danzas 
Argentines:  Rondo  on 
Argentinian  CMdren’s  Ft* 
Songs! : Vffla-Utoos  (Chores 
No  1;  Chores  No  2;  Chores 
No  7;  Chores  No  10) 

1  jqpwi  The  BBC  Orchestral. 

BBC  Rflharmonic  under  Yan 
Pascal  Torlefier.  with  Jean- 
YVbs  Thtoaudet  pour, 
performs  Faure  (Suite,  PoUdas 
et  M^Ssande;  bi  F 
sha^j  tor  piano  and 
orchestra):  Ravel  (Concerto  - 
.  for  piano  (eft  hand) 

2  JO  Schools'  Radio  Showcase 

2J6  In  the  News  2JS 
Something  to  Thmk  About 
240  Musfc  Workshop 


SJSam  Shipping  (Lw  arm)  6J0 
Newsfinemg  6.10  Famwig 
Today  6JS  Prayer  tor  the  Day 
6J0  Today,  ind  7 JS.  025 
Sport  7J5  Thought  for  the 
Day  &AO  Yesterday  in 
Parfiament  8J8  Weather 
9J0  News  9.06  Face  the  Facts 
with  John  Wake  frj 
OJOFhet  Person  PhitnL  Third  at 
four  audio  diaries 

10. 00-10  JO  ftows;  Journeys  into 
Space:  Rrat  Men  In  the 
Moon  (FM  only):  The  first  of 
Joe  Duraop'5  four-part 
adaptation  of  the  novel  by 
H.G  We«s 

IQJO  Defly  Sendee  (LW  orWT 
10.15  TW*  Scapbr'd  late  (LWoniyl 
IQJO  Women's  Hour  Jemi  Murray 
laBcs  to  the  aiBtor  Mary 
Momsey  about  her  book 

Matter  of  Peart  wHch  begins 
a  12-pan  swirtraaon  today 
11  JO  From  Oar  Own  M 

Correspondent 
12JO  News;  You  end  Yours 

UL25pm  Joanwys  inlo  Space  To 
Boldly  Go.  Kevin  Day  chairs 
the  first  of  tour  fighth^nted 
aci^  qutess  1ZSB  Weather 
1  JO  Tbe  Wodd  at  One  vtth 
Shcena  MacOonaJd 
IjdOTho  Archers  « 1JB 
Shipping  Forecast 
2.00  News;  Moonbeam  and  Mrs 
Pat  SeeChofce 

3.00  NaWK  Tha  AQemoonShift 
wBi  DaLre  Brehan 
4J0  Nates  4JS  KaWdoscope. 

.  •  PautAflea  views  the  opening 
.  epfeode  of  the  television 
drama  ftr  ffiaritls  to  ff» 

.  North  and  reviews  Ttapetfs 
opera  The  Mdsuronar 

4J6  ShortStrxy:  TheTraehotfse 
by  Nawai  ebJafta.  Road  by 
Patar  McQueen 


4J0em  Mark  Griffiths  6JO  Nick  Batoy 
BJO- Henry  Krifly  12J0  Susannah 
Simons  -2Jppm  Concerto  3J0  Jamie 
Crick  6J0  Nawsnigtt  6J0  Sonata  7.00 
Travel  8J0  Brerang  Concert  IQJO 
Michael  Mamin  IJOem  Mei  Cooper 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


6J0am  Graham  Daria  S  JO  Richard 
Skfrawr  12.00  Mark  Forrest  4.00pm 
rficky  Home  7  JO  Pate  Coyle  10J0 
Jangy  Lae  Grace  2J0em'Rabfn  Banks 


3JD  The  Roap  to  Toledo  See 

Choioe' 

3J0  The  BBC  Orehestras.  BSC 
National  Orchestra  of  Wales 
-  tender  Mark  Wlggtesrarth. 
wfth  Stephen  Hrartei.  piano, 
performs  Wagner  (Piti  jda  to 
Act  1,  Parsifal);  Tchaikovsky 
:  (Overture,  Romeo  and  Juliet); 

1  Brahms  (Piano  Concerto  No  1 
’  to  D  minor}' 

5.00  The  Music  Machine  with 
Russian  folk  enserribte  Kebak 

5.15  In  Tune,  presented  by 
Humphrey  Carpenter 

7  JO  Dvorak’s  Stabat  Meter 
.  Luba  Orgonaaova,  soprano, 
Anne  Sofie  von  Otter,  mezzo, 
Anthony  Rode  Johnson,  tenor, 
Abates  Miles,  bass. 

Edinburgh  Festival  Chorus 
and  the  Phittarmonia 
Orchestra  under  John  EHot 
Gardiner 

9-05  Metamorphoses 

(Metamorphosed).  Pate 
Mtedoon  reads  The  Lydans 
and  Charles  TomlbsOT 
recounts  The  BaBad  of  loti 
and  Dryope 

9.10  Ptsenaelat the  Court  of 
Dresden  including  Benedetto 
Marcaffo  (Double  Concerto  in 
F);  Vivaldi  (VWtn  Sonata  in  G 
maw,  RV26);  Pisendd 
(Concerto  b  E  flat  for  two 
oboes  and  bassoon;  Sonata 
In  A  minor  far  solo  vWn: 

Vtofri  Concerto  in  D) 

■  Ttt25  Keystrokes  introduced  by 
Stephan  Montague 
10.45  ti  ght  Waves 
11  J0-12J0am  The  BBC 

Orchestras  B8C  Philhar¬ 
monic  under  Matthias  Bamart 
Komgold  (Overture,  Sursumm 
corcia;  Sintonirfla) 

1.00-2.00  Night  School  Together 
Stories  1  JO  Music  tor  Danoe 


5J00  PM  5J50  Shipping  Forecast 
SJS5  Weather 
6J0  Six  CfClock  News 
6.30  The  Airport  Comedy  series 

7  JO  News  7  J5  The  Archers 
7  JO  The  Missionary  Position . 
David  Lodge  travels  to 
Albania  Ip  meet  the 
meswnarlea  who  fek  drawn  to 
the  country 

8.00  Asia  Goto.  In  the  third  of  four 
programmes  on  Asia's  new- 
tound  economic strength, 
Edward  Stourton  visits  the 
kanipongs,  factoriasand 
squatter  camps  in  eastern 
Mafaytete  By  ensuing  that  Ihe 


priority  over  ri#fe,  ctf 
indiviautes  the  autoemttes 
teSave  they  can  (ustftably 
oaim  that  Assn  values  are 
morafiy  superior  to  those  of 

theWast 

645  Aesthete’s  Foot  The 
Scottish  humourist  John 
-McKay  remembers  hfs 
-  adolescence  [2/6] 

9J0  Does  He  Take  Sugar? 

9  JO.  KaWdoscope  (r]  BJSB 
Weather 

laoo  The  World  Tonight  with 
Robin  Lusbg 

HL4S  Bor*  to  Bedtime:  Love  In 
tha  Ttoe  of  Cholera.  Robert 
ftawl  reads  Gabriel  Garda 
Manjuez'a  novel  (4fl5) 

11.00  Thfrty  Minute  Thetore: 

■ .  -  Cwsr.RacowrytjySWte 

H-30-12.00  Today  fo  Padlanwnt 
(LWorty) 

12.00  News  and  vreatiw 

12J0  The  Lata  Book:  Maybe  the 
Moon  by  Anmistead  Mafiffi 
(a/'DJIZ/W  ShippifW 
1  JO  As  Wodd  Service 


FREQUENCY  GUIDE.  RADIO  . 1.  PM  97.8-99J,  RADIO  2.  FM  88.CL 
902.  RADIO  3.  FM  90*924.  RADIO  4..FM  924-94.ft  LW  198:  MW 
720-  RAW3  5  Lhf.  SSWld  MW  648;  LW 

196  02.4S-5.56em}.  CLASSIC  HI:  FM  100-102.  VIRGIN  RADIO.  FM 
106.8;  MW  1197,  1215.' TALK  RADIO  UK.  MW  lO^IOBMWevblon' 
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TELEVISION  47 


Mind  your  body  language  in  Hollywood 


First  there  was  Hollywood 
Women.  Then  there  was 
Hollywood  Kids.  Now  we 
have  Hollywood  Men  (TTV).  What 
next,  Hollywood  Pets?  Spot  on 
apparently  —  ITV  does  indeed 
plan  to  bring  us  Hollywood  Pets 
later  this  year.  Now  there's  a  date 
for  your  diary. 

Call  me  a  cynic  but  as  I  settled 
back,  for  yet  another  dose  of  high 
speed,  thre&seajnd-and-cut  tele¬ 
vision.  the  word  “formula"  sprang 
mysteriously  to  mind.  Nothing  as 
complex  as  our  old  friend  Fermat 
you  understand.  No,  the  truly 
marvellous  proof  unearthed  by 
David  Green  arid  his  tram  at 
September  Films  is  this:  Holly¬ 
wood  plus  just  about  any  collective 
noun  equals  showtime,  folks,  and 
ITV  will  buy  as  much  as  he  can 
make. 

The  question  is,  are  we  happy  to 
watch  as  much  as  he  can  make? 
Despite  ray  best  high-minded  in¬ 
tentions,  the  answer  for  the  first 


two-thirds  of  last  night's  opening 
instalment  (improbably  there  are 
three  more  to  come)  is  yes.  What 
happened  in  the  final  third?  Well 
get  to  that  later  —  you  might  still 
be  eating  your  breakfast. 

'  The  format  was  utterly  predict¬ 
able  (lots  of  Hollywood  hunks 
talking  abour  their  favourite  sub¬ 
jects  —  themselves)  and  so  was  the 
content  of  an  episode  entitled 
Vanity  and  Vulgarity.  For  while 
tinsel  town’s  women  worry  about 
the  two  Ts  {tits  and  teeth,  darling) 
its  menfolk  obsess  over  die  two  Ps 
—  pecs  and  pates.  Actually,  there 
was  a  third  P.. .but  no,  I  still 
dont  think  we  Ye  quite  ready  for  iL 
.  What  rescued  trie  formula  was 
the  humour.  Most  of  the  subjects 
knew  they  were  likely  to  be  gently 
sent  up  arid  if  They  didn't  —  welL 
Stephanie  Beacham  and  Roseanne 
Barr  were  around  to  do  a  more 
brutal  job.. 

And  very  good  fun  it  all  was, 
with  the  familiar  and  famous 


being  mixed  in  with  a  likeable 
bunch  of  unknown  wannabes, 
variously  captioned  as  actor/strip¬ 
per,  actor/ Limo  driver  and,  even, 
actor/world  kick  boxing  champi¬ 
on.  Collectively  they  talked  us 
through  their  high  maintenance 
lifestyle —the  visits  to  the  gym.  the 
dentist  ( if  you're  worried  about 
bad  breath,  check  out  the 
Hafimeter)  and  the  hairdresser. 
That,  of  course,  is  assuming  you 
still  have  your  own  hair. 


Unless  you  are  Bruce  Willis, 
being  bald  in  Hollywood 
can  seriously  damage  your 
wealth  —  fouptes,  wigs,  weaves 
and  implants,  we  saw  them  alL 
But.  as  Roseanne  observed,  there 
is  a  curious  hierarchy  to  this  hairy 
artifice:  “The  more  powerful  you 
are,  the  worse  your  rug  can  be." 
She  had  the  pictures  to  prove  it 
But  as  we  moved  on  to  plastic 
surgery  (and  learnt  that  one  of  the 
side-effects  of  male  face-lifts  is 


Matthew 

Bond 


having  to  shave  behind  your  ears) 
1  had  a  nasty  feeling  I  knew  where 
we  were  heading.  Sure  enough, 
part  three  was  entirely  devoted  to 
the  third  P:  the  penis.  Now.  perns 
augmentation  is  a  subject  that  has 
been  extensively  covered  on  Chan¬ 
nel  4”s  late  night  schlock  shows  — 
and  the  later  the  better  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned.  It  is  a  seriously 
horrid  operation,  with  a  yuk  factor 
approaching  infinity. 


Far  less  forgivable,  however, 
was  the  change  of  pace  that 
accompanied  the  shift  south.  Sud¬ 
denly  the  film  slowed  to  a  crawl,  as 
an  assortment  of  sad  chaps  held 
forth  at  disproportionate  length 
about  the  unproven  rights  and 
painful  wrongs  of  a  particular 
surgeon’s  technique.  The  humour 
had  gone,  tire  energy  had  gone 
and,  shortly  afterwards,  so  had  !. 

Alternative  therapies  were  on 
offer  as  Under  the  San  (BBC2) 
continued  its  stimulating  run  with 
The  Witching  Tree.  Problems  with 
polygamy?  Then  M  pa  pane  is  your 
man. 

Mpapane  is  an  inyanga ,  a  South 
African  witch  doctor — part  healer, 
part  herbalist,  part  agony  aunt  — 
and  the  film  revealed  an  unexpect¬ 
ed  line  of  common  sense  running 
through  the  rituals  that  surround 
his  work. 

Faced  with  a  man  who  was 
having  trouble  with  two  wives 
("they  keep  fighting  bur  I  love  them 


both  equally*).  Mpapane  consult¬ 
ed  the  bones,  only  to  announce: 
“You  must  go  home  and  settle  the 
matter  yourselves." 

Understandably  under¬ 
whelmed.  the  patient  sprang  his 
own  surprise:  “1  don't  have  any 
money  —  not  even  for  this  session.” 
Mpapane  looked  an  unhappy  in¬ 
yanga.  although  he  did  cheer  up 
later,  when  170  workers  from  a 
sawmill  turned  up  for  help  in  set¬ 
tling  disputes  at  work.  Pragmatic¬ 
ally.  he  identified  the  foremen  as 
witches,  the  penalty  for  which  was 
to  be  stripped,  fined  and  covered  in 
oil.  That  counted  as  getting  off 
lightly,  the  film's  rather  unques¬ 
tioning  narration  revealed  that 
more  than  100  people  were  burnt 
to  death  as  witches  last  year. 

This  film,  too.  had  a  pretty 
high  yuk  factor,  with  a 
number  of  cures  involving 
sharp  encounters  with  rusty  look¬ 
ing  razor  blades.  But  these  were  as 


nothing  compared  to  the  help 
meted  out  to  an  elderly  gentleman 
looking  to  put  an  end  to  a  run  of 
bad  luck  that  included  a  behead¬ 
ing  attempt.  He  had  a  scapegoat 
(the  original  bleating  variety)  sac¬ 
rificed  right  cm  top  of  him.  Lots 
more  chanting  and  lots  more 
common  sense  from  the  man  wifi) 
the  knife:  “Kneel  over  there,  so  you 
don't  get  blood  on  your 
underpants." 

For  the  first  20  minutes  or  so. 
there  seemed  to  have  been  a  big 
improvement  in  Video  Nation 
(BBC2),  the  camcorder  volunteers 
for  which  now  range  from  Lord 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu  to  a  home¬ 
less  beggar.  But  as  we  progressed 
through  their  collective  view  of  the 
alphabet  of  modem  communities 
(A  is  for  apathy.  B  for  belonging)  it 
was  clear  we  were  not  going  to 
stop,  as  the  title  had  suggested,  at 
N  ts  for  Neighbours.  Long  before 
we  finally  got  there,  I  knew  exactly 
what  Z  stood  for:  zzzzz. . . 


6_0Oam  Business  Breakfast  (50050)  - 

7.00 BBC  Breakfast  -Nan.  (Ceefax) 
(29806128) 

9.10  KIkoy.  Studio  discussion  (s)  (2942789). 

10.00  News  (Ceetax),  regional  news  and 
weather  (8794875)  10.05  Can’t  Cook, 
Wont  Cook  (s)  ■  (B1 B9876) 

10-30  Good  Morning  wflh  Anne  ami  Nick  (s) 
(48147) 

12.00  News  (Geefax),  regional  news  and 
weather  (6225857)  12.05pm  Pebble  RBI 
with  Ross  King  ,{a)  (9456963)  12-50 
Regional  News  and  weather  (13168418) 

1.00  News  (Ceetax)  arid  weather  (91708) 

1.30  Neighbours  (Ceetax)  (s)  (64220944) 
1.50  The  Hying  Doctors.  Australian 
medical  drama  (Ceaiax)  (s)  (139541B) 

2-35  This  Is  Your  Life  (r).  (Ceefex)  (s) 
(4474321)  3X15  Timekeepers.  Quiz  (s) 
(5680673) 

3^0  The  New  Yogi  Bear  Show  (r)  (7516296) 
3J3S  The  Morph  Hies  (s)  (2928760) 
330  Peter  Pan  and  the  Pirates  (r). 
(Ceetax)  (s)  (1904708)  4.10  Highlander. 
(Ceetax)  (s)  (1213091)  4.35  The  Really 
Wild  Show.  (Ceetax)  (s)  (9944673)  . 

5.00  Newsround.  (Ceetax)  (4319895)  5.10 
The  Demon  Headmaster.  The  final 
episode.  (Ceetax)  (s)  (7560586) 

5-35  Neighbours  fi).  (Ceetax)  (s)  (201876) 

6X10  Six  O’clock  News  with  Anna  Ford  and 
Jennie  Bond.  (Ceetax)  Weather  (401) 

6.30  Regional  News  Magazines  (383) 

7.00  Top  of  the  Pops.  (Ceetax)  (s)  (7499) 

7.30  EastEnders.  (Ceetax)  (s)  (895) 

8.00  The  Vet  A  Btt  of  a  Chance.  Drama 
sales  about  a  Devon  veterinaiy  practice. 
(Ceetax)  (s)  (537321) 

8^0  Animal  Hospital  Heroes.  Rolf  Harris 
remembers  some  heartwarming  stories 
from  previous  visits  to  the  vets  and  pets 
of  the  Harmsworth  Hospital  in  London. 

-  (Ceetax)  (s)  (596944)  .- 

9.00  Nine  O'clock  News  wflh  bfchael  Buerk. . 
(Ceetax)  Regional  news  and  weather 
(9602)  *  .  . 

9.30  French  and  Saunders,  Dawn  and 
Jennifer  with  another,  collection  of 
comedy  sketches.  Tonight  they  pay 
irreverent  homage  to  the  Italian  fUm 
director  Federico  FelW.  With  guest 
appearances  by  Kate  Moss,  Sue  Barker 
and  FeBdty  Kendal  (Ceetax)  (s)  (66925) 

™.00fll£5fa  Inside  Story:  A  Band  fe 
rerWS  Bom.  (Ceetax)  (s)  (697079). 
WALES:  10L00  The  State  (59147)  1030 
Inside  Story  (843321)  11.20  Question 
Time  (167673)  1220am-1-50  FBm:  Mai 
on  Fire  (21B7887) 

1050  Question  Time  wKh  David  Dfmbfaby 

from  Bristol  The  panel,  includes  Joan 
Ruddock.  MP.  Max  Hasthgs  and 
EHzabeth  Meehan.  (Ceetax)  (570963) 

1 150  FILM:  Man  on  Rre  (1987)  starring  Scott 
Glenn.  A  drama  about  a  former  CIA 
operative  who  takes  on  ths  pb  of 
bodyguard  to  a  wealthy  ItaSan  couple 
and  their  12-year-old  ch8d.  When  foe  kid 
is  kidnapped  he  must  use  afl  hte  training 
to  rescue  foe  youngster.  With  Jade  Malle, 
Joe  Pesri,  Brooke  Adams  and  Jonathan 
Ptyce.  Directed  by  EBe  Chouraqui  (s) 
(251741)  1.20am  Weather  (6232221)  - 


fLOOaun  Business  and  Work  A  new  dawn  ri 
Rewtenstafl  (72760)  630  No  More 
.  Casualties  (51692) 

7.00  Breakfast  News.  (Ceetax)  (6279963) 
7.15  Lassie  (3393741)  7.40 Teenage  Mutant 
Hero  Turtles  (r)  (7457296)  8X15  Blue 
Peter  (r).  (Ceetax)  (s)  (5400012) 

8-35  The  Record  (9691147)  9.00  For  the 
Love  of  It  (r)  (6541857) 

9X15  Seeing  Through  Science  (4284012)  9,30 
Lemexprass  (3338944)  SL45  Over  the 
Moon  (3333499)  10.00  Ptaydays 

(6188147)  1025  Storytime  (7339031) 
10.45  The  Experimenter  (4394708)  11X15 
Space  Ark  (9400215)  11.15  Healthe  3 
(1378514)  11.35  Landmarks(2604234) 
•  "  12-00  Pathways  of  Belief  (3106050) 

12.15pm  Clementine  (4526586)  12-30 
Working  Lurch  (77031)  1.00  LBeschool 
(32950654)  1-25  Technology  (28086505) 
1  j40  Numbertime  (64242166) 

2X)0  Tales  of  the  Tooth  Fairies  (r) 
(61428708)  2.05  Puppydog  Tales  (r) 
(61427079) 

2.10  The  Andrew  Nefl  Shaw  (s)  (5624296) 
3X10  News  (Ceetax)  and  weather 
Westminster  with  Nick  Ross.  (Ceetax) 
(s)  (7347760)  335  News  (Ceetax)  and 
weather  (5303383) 

4.00  Today’s  the  Day.  History  quiz  (s)  (296) 
430  Ready,  Steady,  Cook  (s)  (708) 

5.00  The  Oprah  Winfrey  Show.  (Ceetax)  (s) 
(7995760)  5j40  Stfll  in  Business,  (a) 
(381227)  535  My  VIHsge  Wefl-dressing 
in  foe  Derbyshire  village  of  Eyam 
-  (586892) 

6L00  Star  Tmlc  Deep  Space  Nine.  (636925) 
6.45  They  Who  Dare.  Frenchman  Alan 
Robert  cfimbs  skyscrapers  (s)  (263499) 
7.00  Waiting  for  God  (rj.  (Teletext)  (s)  (B 741). 

WALES:  7.00  Pound  For  Pound 
7.30  First  Sight  Money  to  Play  Wtth-The 
-  -  "nursery  'vouchers"  scheme  (437). 
'  WALES: 7 30 Whatever  Happened  to  the 
Lftafy  Lads?;  EAST:  7.30  Matter  of  Fact; 
MIDLANDS:  7-30  Midlands  Report; 
NORTH:  7.30  Close  Up  North;  SOUTH: 
7.30  Southern  Eye:  Kide  on  Loan;  WEST, 
.  SOUTH-WEST:  730  Ctose  Up 


Inside  Story:  A  Band  Is  Born 

BBCl.  lOJOOpm 

if  Take  Thai  can  sell  eight  million  records 
and  videos  in  a  ridiculously  short  time,  why 
not  Christopher.  Giles,  Jamie  and  Richard 
who  are,  respectively,  a  fast  food  waiter,  a 


Rise  and  fall  of  John  Spiers  (a  00pm) 

8X10  g5jSgg3  My  Brflflant  Cerate:  John 
bMW  Spiers  —  The  Patients' 
•  Champion  (Ceetax)  (s)  (4789)  . 

8-30  Jeremy  Clarkson's  Motorwortd. 
Switzerland.  (Ceetax)  (s)  (3296) 

9.00  SM  Traces  of  GuBfc  The  Last 
Rygffl  Defence.  (Ceetax)  (s) 
.(703383) 

050  Patted  Histories  (Ceetax)  (3)  (345031) 
10X10  Game  On  (r).  (Ceetax)  (57789) 

10.30  Newsnlght  with  Knsty  Wark  (375505) 
11.15  Late  Review  (s)  (249876) 

1135  Weather  (155708) 

12.00  The  Midnight  Hour  (36345) 
103Cam-6.00  The  Learning  Zone 


the  rode  world's  new  boy  band.  Luckily  and 
unexpectedly,  they  can  sing  as  well  as  look 
good  but  whether  their  voices,  singly  or 
collectively,  will  be  what  the  public  wants  is 
another  question.  There  is  also  the  not 
inconsiderable  matter  of  finding  a  potential 
hit  song.  The  film  offers  a  searching  progress 
report  on  the  four,  eventually  called  Upside 
Down,  from  initial  wrangles  about  contracts 
to  their  first  public  performance  during  a 
concert  in  Cardiff.  It  all  comes  down  to 
whether  the  young  women  in  the  audience 
scream  loud  enough. 

Traces  of  Guile  The  Last  Defence 
BBC2. 9.00pm 

The  forensic  science  series  turns  to  one  of  the 
trickiest  tasks  for  a  defence  lawyer,  of 
persuading  a  jury  that  a  killer  was  not 
responsible  for  his  actions.  This  can  be  the 
last  chance  to  turn  a  murder  charge  into 
manslaughter  or,  in  the  United  States,  to 
commute  a  death  penalty  to  life 
imprisonment.  Cases  from  Britain  and 
America  illustrate  the  difficulties.  After 
Roger  Degarmo.  who  shot  a  young  woman 
in  Texas,  spent  many  years  on  death  row.  his 
lawyer  secured  a  retrial  by  arguing  that  a 
head  injury  suffered  long  before  the  crime 
had  changed  his  client’s  personality.  A 
personality  disorder  was  also  d aimed  as 
mitigation  for  “Sammy”,  who  suffocated  a 
woman  neighbour  while  trying  to  rob  her 
house.  But  because  the  demands  of  the  law 
and  the  findings  of  science  do  not  necessarily 
coincide,  such  defences  are  never  watertight. 

My  BriDfant  Career 
BBC2.  8Wpm 

Another  engrossing  film  in  the  series  with 
the  deeply  ironic  title  features  John  Spiers 
and  his  bumpy  three  years  as  chairman  of 
Brighton  NH5  Trust  A  brash  and  successful 
businessman  used  to  running  his  own  show. 
Spiers  arrived  in  the  job  convinced  that  the 
medical  establishment  needed  a  good  shake- 
up.  He  pretended  to  be  a  wheelchair  victim 
to  expose  a  hospital's  uncaring  attitude  to  its 
patients.  The  story  was  picked  up  by  the 
national  press  and  the  consultants  were 
outraged  by  what  they  saw  as  a  cheap  stunt. 
From  then  on  itwasdontiict  all  the  way,  until 
Spiers  sealed  his  fate  by  describing  breast 
cancer  specialists  as  bog-standard  meddlers. 
He  says  his  only  concern  was  for  patients, 
but  admits  he  tried  to  go  too  fast  Spiers's 
aunt  and  unde  provide  a  Greek  chorns-style 
commentary  on  his  rise  and  falL 

Survival:  Cliff  Hangers 

nv.7J0pm 

It  is  the  ideal  opening  gambit  for  a  wildlife 
film:  show  a  bare,  dry  landscape  where 
nothing  apparently  can  live  and  then  reveal 
that  nature  is  there  in  surprising  variety.  The 
location  is  the  Colorado  Plateau  of  the 
United  States,  which  centuries  of  wind  and 
water  have  carved  into  spectacular  canyons 
with  sheer  diff  faces.  For  700  years  American 
Indians  lived  there,  until  forced  out  by 
drought  in  the  13th  century.  Now  the 
inhabitants  indude  frogs,  lizards,  bighorn 
sheep  and  ringtail  cals,  with  golden  eagles 
and  ratoons  poised  for  attack  from  the  air.  In 
telling  a  story  of  predators  and  prey, 
breeding  cycles  and  artful  ways  of  staying 
alive;  the  film  pushes  m  closer  than  the 
human  eye  can  possibly  hope  to.  Andrew 
Sachs  narrates.  Peter  Waymark 


6.00am  GMTV  (2739760) 

9.25  Win,  Lose  or  Draw  (s)  (4282654) 

9.55  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (6165296) 
ia00 The 7lme...tfie Placets)  (1939692) 
10.35  Thb  Morning  (Teletext)  (57170302) 
1220pm  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (6214741) 
12-30  UN  News  and  weather  (Teletext) 
(6528963) 

12-55  Shorthand  Street  (9504857) 

1.20  Coronation  Street  (r)  (Teletext) 
(32963128) 

1.50  Home  and  Away  (Teletext)  (76093128) 
230  Chain  Lettered)  (18938)47) 

2-50  Vanessa  (Teletext)  (s)  (4465673) 

320  UN  News  (Teletext)  (21 17147) 

325  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (2116418) 
330  The  Riddiers  (2930505)  340  Wizadora 
(r)  (s)  (7521128)  350  Rupert  (1171645) 
420  Mike  and  Angelo  (s)  (7518483) 
4.45  Reboot  II  (Teletext)  (s)  (9935925) 
5.10  A  Country  Practice  (S)  (6095128) 

5.40  ITN  News  and  weather  (727499) 

6.00  Home  and  Away  (r)fTeletexl)  (859050) 
625  HTV  News  (Teletext)  (458234) 

7.00  Emmerdale  (5895) 


As  HTV  WEST  except: 

625pm-7.00  Wales  Tonight  (458234) 
720-8.00  Swansea  Festival  (963) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1225pm  Chain  Letters  (6503654) 

125  Emmerdale  (32962499) 

1.55-225  Home  and  Away  (76092496) 
225  Vanessa  (18937418) 

225-320  A  Country  Practice  (1699895) 
313340  Home  and  Away  (6095126) 
300-7.00  Westoountry  Live  (89876) 


As  HTV  West  except 

1225pm  Home  and  Away  (6503654) 

125  Chain  Letters  (32962499) 

125  A  Country  Practice  (64225499) 

220  Vanessa  (18938147) 

220-320  High  Road  (4465673) 

3105.40  Shortland  Sheet  (6095128) 
625-7.00  Central  News  (458234) 

1220am  Live  from  the  LUydrome  (6773987) 
2.45  Shift  (7347277) 

325  Hie  Crime  Hour  (1577797) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1225pm-12S  Chain  Letters  (6503654) 

125  Home  and  Away  (32962499) 

220  Vanessa  (18938147) 

220-320  Behind  the  Scenes  with 
Penelope  KaHh  (4465673) 

5.10  Home  and  Away  (6095128) 

300  Meridian  Tonight  (499) 

630-7.00  Getaways  (609) 


625am  Think  Tank  (r)  (Teletext)  (s) 
(5819925) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (74031) 

9.00  Fifteen  to  One  (r)  (Teletext)  (s)  (54692) 
920  Schools:  Middle  English  (3323012)  9.45 
Place  and  People  (1765063)  10.05 
Scientific  Eye  (1589321)  1025  Geog¬ 
raphical  Eye  Over  Britain  (73314%) 
10.45  Quest  (1954925)  11-00  History  in 
Action:  Hypothetical  (4528037)  1120  Ri 
Ra  (8634925)  11.40  The  German 
Programme  (5351708) 

12.00  House  to  House  (41 128) 

12.30pm  Sesame  Street  (76741)  120 

Hullaballo  and  Chlgley  (61470)  2.00 
Augusta’s  Birthday.  Animation  from 
Hungary  (61413876) 

2.05  FILM:  Blossoms  In  the  Dust  (1941) 
staring  Greer  Garson  as  a  widower  who 
founds  a  Texas  orphanage  Directed  by 
Mervyn  LeRoy.  (Teletext)  (437418) 

420  Backdate.  Time  traps,  trivia  and  tests 
with  Valerie  Singleton  (Teletext)  (s)  (692) 
420  Countdown.  (Teletext)  (s)  (876) 

5.00  Rfcki  Lake:  I  Object  to  This  Marriage. 

(Teletext)  (s)  (7143050) 

345  Terrytoons  (1 34906) 

620  Home  improvement  Comedy  with  Tim 
Aden.  (Teletext)  (s)  (741) 

330  New  Gamesmaster  featuring  the  Latest 
computer  games  (s)  (321) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (Teletext)  (850963) 
720  The  Slot  Viewers'  soapbox  (653418) 
300 The  Pulse.  Medical  magazine  presented 
by  Shahnaz  Pakravan.  (Teletext)  (s) 
(9857) 


The  bobcat  statics  Its  prey  (720pm) 
Survival:  CBff  Hangers 


720  BKflfltgES  Survival:  CBff  Hangars 
KffreSl  (Teletext)  (s>  (963) 

300 The  Bilk  No  Assistance  Required, 

Datia  finds  her  sett  the  object  ot  unwanted 
affections  from  a  cMc-minded  admirer 
and  Loxton's  desire  to  settle  an  old  score 
arouses  the  suspicion  ot  Monroe 
(Teletext)  (1215) 

820  Bhies  and  Twos:  Make  Pumps  Five 

Documentary  series  aboul  the  work  ol  foe 
erorgency  services  This  week’s 
programme  looks  at  liiefighters  in 
Gerards  Cross  (Teletext)  (s)  (3050) 

9.00  Taggart  Devil's  Advocate.  In  the  final 
episode  another  two  victims  are 
murdered  and  Jardine  and  Reid  are  fast 
running  out  of  suspecJs.  Starring  James 
MacPhereson  (Teletext)  (s)  (37 89) 

1300  ITN  News  at  Ten  and  weather  {Teletext} 
(44215) 

1020  HTV  West  Headlines  and  Weather 

(583147) 

10.40  RLAk  Knight  Moves  (1993)  starring 
Christopher  Lambert.  A  chess  player  tries 
to  unravel  cunningly  efisguised  clues  from 
a  serial  killer  who  challenges  him  to  a 
bizarre  psychological  game.  Directed  by 
Carl  Schenke!  (Teletext)  (82099708) 
1220  Not  Fade  Away:  Sorts  (s)  (4238287) 
120  Shift  (6176451) 

2.40  tTV  Sport  Classics  (2404258) 

3.10  On  the  Uve  Side  (1 7798432) 

330  The  Crime  Hour  (58074) 

420  The  Time...  the  Place  (61616) 

5.00  The  New  Mr  &  Mrs  Show  (46819) 

520  ITN  Morning  News  (51600) 


Starts:  720  The  Big  Breakfast  (74031) 

9.00  Fifteen  to  One  (54692) 

920  Middle  English  (3333012) 

9A5  Place  and  People  (360128j 
9.45  The  Way  Things  Go  (1765963) 

10.05  Scientific  Eye  (1589321) 

1025  Geographical  Eye  (7331499) 

1025  Quest  (1954925) 

1 1 .00  History  In  Action  (4528037) 

1120  Rm  Ra  (8634925) 

11 .40  The  German  Programme  (5351708) 
12.00  House  to  House  (41128) 

1220pm  Madeline  (79499) 

1.00  Slot  MaKhrin  (84418) 

120  Him:  The  Big  Trees  (33013166) 

310  Scuba  Duba  Do  (2119505) 

3.15  Rfcki  Lake:  My  Mother  Hates  the 
People  I  Date  (5703963) 

420  Backdate  (692) 

420  Travelog  (876) 

5.00  5  Pump  Uned  5  (3873) 

520  Countdown  (128) 

6.00  Newyddion  (213234) 

6.15  Heno  (167470) 

7.00  Pobol  Y  Cwm  (954499) 

725  Pwy  DI  Pwy?  (736944J 
300  Y  Fereh  Drves  Nesa  (9857) 

820  Newyddion  (1692) 

9.00  A  55  (4031) 

1020  Wy  Mlsus  (42857) 

1020  FILM:  A  Stranger  Among  Us 
(64777418) 

1225am  Dispatches  (2104548) 


Hand-ro)Bng  cigars  in  Cuba  (820pm) 

820  A  Taste  of  the  Caribbean.  The 

engagingly  chaotic  cookery  series  looks 
at  Cuba,  its  cuisine  and  its  customs 
(Teletext)  (s)  (1692) 

9.00  The  Real  X-Bles.  An  Equinox  special 
about  how  the  American  intelligence 
forces  have  trained  and  deployed 
psychics  tor  espionage  missions  (r) 
(Teletext)  (s)  14031) 

10.00  FILM:  Butterbox  Babies  (1994). 
Television  film  based  on  foe  true  story  ol 
Lila  and  WiHiam  Young,  who  founded  the 
Ideal,  Maternity  Home  m  Nova  Scotia 
during  the  Second  World  War.  Starring 
Susan  Clark.  Peter  Macneill  and  Michael 
Riley.  Directed  by  Don  McBrearty 
(Teielext)  (s)  (210215) 

1120  Cutting  Edge:  Sexual  Harassment  (ri 

(Teletext)  (s)  (31392) 

1220am  Dispatches  (r)  (Teielext)  (2973819) 

125  Rebellion  of  the  Hanged.  A  Spanish 
drama  set  in  Mexico  Engfish  subtitles  HI 
(6225093) 

305  FILM:  Signal  7  (1984)  Improvised 
comedy  about  tailed  actors  turned  San 
Francisco  cabbies.  With  BBI  Ackridge  and 
Dan  LeeganL  Directed  by  Rob  Nilssons 
(658141).  Ends  at  420 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the.  Vision  sup¬ 
plement,  published  Saturday 
SKY  ONE _ V 

7 Mam  Bated  Egg  and  SokSera  (2075789) 
7,01  X-Men  (6&aoS05)  725  Crazy  Crow 
(3S69321)  7.45  Trap  Door  (3SK6B57)  BXO 
Wgfay  MorpUri  Power  Rangarc  (91147) 
820  Press Your  Luck  (90418)  8X0  Ccut TV 
(74470)  920  The  Oprah  Winfrey  Show 
[E292S 1020 Concentrator  (70654)  11 HO 
SaBy  Jes3y  Raphael  (3370$  12X0  Jeopar¬ 
dy!  ,' 94334)  1230pm  Murphy  Browi 
C22SG5)  1X0  The  Wafcons  (10760)  2X0 
GeraMo  ,’95147)  3X0  Court  TV  (1234)  320 
foe  Oprah  Wfcdtwy  Shoe  £2065215)  4.15 
Undun  (7036731  4.15  Mghty  Mocphin 
Power  Rangers  (8668566)  4X0  X-Men 
<3221676)  5.00  Star  Trek:  The  Nod 
Generator!  (2535)  6X0  The  Sfthpsons 
19535)  620  JeepWN*  (444?)  7X0  LAPQ 
1-3215)  720  M*A-S*H  (9741)  &XD  The 
Desert  Ptece  (57215)  0X0  the  Commted 
[77079)  10X0  Star  Trek:  The  Neal  Genera¬ 
tor  (70166)  1 1X0  Law  and  Order  (14673) 
12X0  Late  Shoe  with  David  Letsermsn 
16140819)  1245m  foe  Urtouctefetas 
(6427722)  120  The  Edge  (70987}  2X0  HR 
16*  Long  Play 

SKY  HEWS _ 

Naws  on  the  hour . 

*£»  Suwse  {95968951  020  Beyond 
2030  (19331)  KL30  ABC  lihpaljno  (78396) 
11X0  Nbu  and  Business  840H8  12X0 
NMS  Today.  (62334)  120  CBS  Newt 
rSilSaso  Pariamo*  Lhe  (6418)  3X0 
MW*  SB76)  320  Psrtamert  Use  (1963) 
*i»  News  and  Busmue  (34876)  5X0  Lire 

em+ao  TmgK  (& <sw 

Rasas  Repas  (90121  uo  News  and 
Bu»e=Ste|a21)1l.aQCBS  News  (92S71) 
ABCNeiB  S90S3)  120  TorsgW 
TO29J  Sspats  (525S7)  330 

faslw  14381%  430  CBS  «e« 
(42616)  it  J04L001IBC  Mac 

SKY  MOVIES 

6-OOen  42nd  8&*atn933)  (32702)8X0 

»»ww«*faWBiA»(no) 
ftpgg  1&M  A  CMdfc  Cry  far  He* 
12632*)  «J»  Tito  Mac*  of 
CteMPstkitan*  35050)  2Xdpna  Tbe 
Mb  .{1981}  (51418)  4X0 
rihiwfatM  t16WH7418HM0  A  Cfaf»  . 


Cry  Tor  Help  (1904)  (25322550)  7X0  US 
Top  Ten  {781878)  8X0  The  Faw  (1904) 
(53499)  10X0  Gunmen  f!904)  (657857) 
1126  Caught  to  Cweaflra  (1»4) 
(422418)  1.10am  Tha  Good  PoBcauan 
(1993)  (6203513)  225  Somaona  Stto 
Known  (1S94)  (3489068)  4X5  Time 
Dear  Dapatted  (1987)  (724155) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 

4X0mn  Tha  Haireaa  (10«)  00501  6X0 
Tha  Damned  Don't  cryl  (J95t9  (23296) 
6X0  The  AaaasaknSon  Bureau  (1966) 
(28741)  10X0  Enemy  Mne  (ia8S) 
(770147)  1125  Tha  KKara  (1946) 

(231622)  1. AOmn  The  fUmtng  TWanSaa 
(1839)  (655304) 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 

BXOam  Ypgf  Bear  and  Ibe  Magic  ROM 
oMha  Spcooe  Ooose  (83050)  8X0  The 
Oorefcan  BrotJm*  (2 73211  8X0 
Rytaa  Sorcerer  (1974)  (12X0  1M0 
WeYe  No  Angola  (1864)  <24963?  12X0 
My  ram By-  Tneeeanr  (1903)  (93682) 
2.00pm  Show  Duafcwae  (1M4)  (52760) 
4X0 Tha  CwaSoaet  SraBiars  (29944)  5X0 
7he  Sorcerer  (1974)  {5299  6.00 

My  Rudy  Treasure  (1903)  (49298)  6X0 
Maverick  (1993)  (44741)  10X0  Tha 
Movie  Show  (88673)  1020  Carittea  Way 
77993}  18656061  IXOam  Contoaalon*  ol 
•  Driving  Instructor  (1075)  (31258)  220 
Eacape  from  Terror  The  Tareea  SJaejp- 

ar  Story  (1994)  (85223)  4X04X0  Arcade 
(1993)  (48364) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

Sky  MortaaGoWtekea  over  tom  10pm 
to  4am. 

BXOam  Under  the  Umhrete  Ties 
(31954944)  620  Fraggb-ftack  (3822B186) 
7X0  The  Non  Adventures  ol  VWravw  Via 
ftau:  (7233073)  720.  Dw*m*js 

(97123370)  6X0  Chy>  'n  beta  Rescue 
Haraera  (4971MS9)  020  Advsnues  m 
Wtntertmi  (497Q2470)  9X0  Walt  Disney 

Presms  awexsei  iqxo  under  me 
Urnmfe  Tree  (44523578)  1020  Fraegte 
Rock  (497222341  11X0  Muppel  Babies 
(69098418)  1^ 1 20  WBtcrano  to  ftooh  Comet 
(M0S9I47)  IZXOOuadc  Acacfe  *©713386) 
1220pm  Duna»'9  Circus  1148425781 1X0 
Adventures  in  Vtariettend  (73 726514)120 
The  antwd  Show  (15292019)  2X0  foe 
Tarftefeara  (20108857)  Z30  Fa ene  Tale 
foaare  (I865716B)  180  The  Nw  Mwn- 
fcxta  0)  VWnrfottB  ftjort  I8B4885W)  4X0 
mask  i 23383483)  420  Duddaies 
C7S33W7)  SXD  Cwp  r-  Onto  Rasore 


Rangers  (20122437)  520  Danger  Bay 
(23^4117)  6X0  Tarzan  (1SB38S501  620 
DtntMaure  (22933942)  7X0  F6M.  The 
Ernest  Green  Swy  (89897050)  6.15  Erter- 
twvnert  Spedat  John  and  Veto's  kne^ie 
(45259031) 

EUROSPORT _ 

720am  EteesJrtantsrn  (35944)  820  Ra»y 
Raid  (38878)  920  Snowboard^  (81383) 
10X0  Temts  (7915437)  6X0pm  Lire 
Footoa*  (10708)  8.00  FootoaB(1 1437)  9X0 

TerrK  (B5673)  ia00  Pro  VWcsttng  (94780) 

11.00  FoctbaD  133682) 

SKY  SPORTS  _ 

7 -00am  Sky  Sports  Centre  (41741)  720 
Raong  New  (80876)  8X0  Westing 
Sopere«87S  (70437)  9X0  Aerobics  Ctz  Siyte 
(£9296)  920  Gran3  Roob  Rugtflf  (96215) 
10X0  The  Big  League-  Wigan  v  Bradford 
(12012)  1120  BaOmbpon  Cup  (6721073) 
1220pm  inanaDcmi  Cricket  HigrtgNs 
(14963)  220  Futtrd  Mundffll  (4 682)  3.00 
Beach  VoUeybe*  (79895)  5X0  Weettng 
(8302J  6X0  Sports  Centre  (£321)  620 
Rugby  Union  (8673)  7X0  right  Unea 
(749383)  725  Sports  Centre  (821 B67)  8X0 
Ice  Wamore-  MBon  Krynes  tonga  w 
Nomnghem  PaflMis  (97857)  10X0  Spans 
Centre  (7D7B9)  1020  Tight  Unes  (25673) 
1120  Cndte  Show  (M416)  12X0  lea 
Wamors  (13529)  2XOW  Sports  Centre 
(10616) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ _ 

7.00am  Rugby  CUj  (BB7248S)  820 
Netowtrra  (5750741)  10X0  Trans  World 
Sport  (498229£)  11.00  RuptY.  CU> 
(2258296)  1220pm  World  Spon  Special 

(3918451) 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CHANNEL 

flfftarn  LMng  Wald  5X0  Kennelh  Cope- 
land  520  Kiaz  TV  SA5  t3encrai  Chrtsrtan 
Enttnatanert  al5  Co*n  DywWata  up 
Europe  645-7.00  Wust 

SKY  SOAP _ 

7X0*17  &MSng  LlfiH  P39B7K3  7»  AS 
the  World  Tuns  (9030079)  Psylon 
Piece  (126S609)  920  Dap 
f78S0eCP)  10.10*11X0  AnOfoer  World 
(BZ76973) 

SKY  TRAVEL  _ 

11.00am  6kafceBOSe«  ! *518760  1120 


Jorte  Foster  and  Mel  Glhson  In  Uaverfek  (Movie  Channel,  B.QOpm) 


Roads  10  Freedom  (4526799)  18X0  Dis¬ 
cover  Yolt  World  (11D457B)  1220pm 
Frugal  Goumei  (5976128)  1X0  Around  the 
Wend  (7508437)  120  Travel  Grade 
(5376499)  2X0  Ski  Spec*)  (2306037)  3.00 
Getaway  (B0237B0)  320  Kids  Down  Linder 
(2151437) 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

4.00am  The  Cnee:  Days  cl  CX»  Century 
Dictrews  (4506012)  .5X0  The  Changng 
Face  Of  Brtekr:  B"“sh  C*v  Trampoti 
(B014012)  6X0  Biography  Bet*  Dawa 
(5964147) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

IXOpni  Sataip  ThfW  (7Z7Z726)  120  flay 
Brxfcury  Theatre  (B 156600)  2X0  FILM 
NigN  Staves  (5743906) 


9X0ran  Parting  |65)070B)B20  Grmi  with 
Joe  (7950750)  taoo  Twi  Countty 
(7350031)  1030  Out  House  (6509682) 
11X0  foe  Pawed  House  (5863673)  1120 
Riming  ftoaira  (58843021  12X0  JJ* 
Ovkl  16590944)  IZXOpdi  The  F.ngtl 
Gorans  (7961876)  1X0  Yen  Cart  Cook 
(8033128)  120  On  tha  Edge  (7960147) 
2X0  Dogs  wm  Dirt*  (2487215)  220  TNs 


Secret  Gardens  (1764079)  3X0  Two's 
Country  (3409050)  3204X0  The  C«d 
House  11736296) 

UK  GOLD _ 

7.00am  Angcis  1803631 5)  720 Netgtibtxre 
(8048050)  8X0  Sons  ax)  DaurtBtt 
(6SS&215)  820  EostEndere  (ffiSS566)  9X0 
The  B8l  (6512166)  920  The  Suttvans 
(7909418)  10X0  All  Creatraes  18044234) 
11X0  Juliel  Bravo  (8034470)  12X0  Sons 
end  Oaughtors  (G592302)  1220pm  Neigh¬ 
bours  (7963234)  1X0  EastEnders 

(8035586)  1  JO  The  BJ  (79625(B)  2X0  The 
SuTWrs  (61114031)  225  Are  You  Being 
Scrvocf?  (2333234)  3.00  Angris  (24067061 
320  Eldorado  (1738654)  4.00  Casustty 
(35512925)  S.OS  Generation  Game 
(77412302)  6.15  Comic  CiCs  (8B7841B) 
S2S  EttstEndens  (6092352)  7.00  Eldorado 
(2490789)  720  Happy  Ever  After  (1 747302) 
8X0  George  and  MMred  (2409437)  B20 
htome  James  (2488944)  9X0  Mnder 
(47559261  10X0  foe  Bi  (B79Q934)  1025 
Ctesic  Sport  (15827012)  1120  KYIV 
(1285654)  1220BOI  EverytoOy's  Equal 
(4479971)  1220  FU4:  DeepereW 

(76996074)  2X0  Shopping  (3446635) 


6X0am  Swan's  Oossing  (B86381  620 


Ftigwal's  Summer  (18050)  7X0  Ready  « 
Noi  (57437)  720  CaStomia  Dreams  (36944) 
8.00  Sweet  Vt£tay  hhgh  (96741)  820  Tmy 
TCC  (557327061  12.35pm  Tny  TCC 
(2853505)  1225pm  Little  B nw  (49743825) 
220  Animal  Show  (BOSOl  3X0  Strtc  (6708) 
320  New  Plr*  Farther  (8645)  4X0 
Catftome  Dreams  (9302)  420-5.00  Siweei 
Vatfey  H^jh  (5568) 

NICKELODEON _ 

6X0sn  henry's  Cre  (5430654)  6.1  S  Blue. 
Chid  aUhi  Earth  (473895)  6.45  Toucan  Te. 
(9181147)  7.00  Bfflfr*  (7240128)  7.05 
Gnmmy  (6007302)  725  Breaktsst  Feast 
(1103505)  9X0  AJvn  and  toe  Chpttunfcs 
(801661 020  Pee- Wee's  Playhouse  <94857) 
10X0  Banana  Sandnich  (57302)  11X0 
Chddien's  BBC  (77166)  12X0  Mage 
School  Bus  (60302)  1220pm  Gnmmy 
(98673)  1X0  Global  Guts  (48654)  1.30 
VEtonanes  (97944)  2.00  Ch4dien's  BBC 
(32505)  3X0  The  Unless  Pel  Shop  (S692) 
320  Teenage  Muians  Hero  Turtles  (4079) 
4X0  The  ferats  (35861  420  Rugrais  and 
Doug  (2470)  5X0  Saret  S«er  17437)  S20 
Nancy  Drew  (6050)  6X0  Ren  and  Stimpy 
(3963)  820  Peie  end  Pete  (4215)  7X0  foe 
Odyseey  17673)  720  Dracuia  (B439I 

DISCOVERY _ 

«X0pm  Tud'ar  Man  11748031)  420 
FVe  11744215)  5X0  Treasure  Hirter. 
(2401895)  520  Ten  a  *  (1768895)  6X0 
tnvenllan  [1766708)  620  Beyond  2000 
19629960)  720  Artora  C  Ctarie's  Mysteri¬ 
ous  Universe  (1745944)  8X0  foe  Proles 
sionate  (4766031)  9.00  GUI  War  (4786895) 
10X0  Classic  Wheels  (4756854)  1 1 XO  GUI 
War  (80435051 

BRAVO _ 

12X0  FILM  Night  ol  the  GhoUt  (6757079) 
120pm  Death  VeTey  Days  (7957673)  2X0 
Dinger  Man  (7355586)  3X0  foe  Bucca¬ 
neers  (2493876)  320WBamTg6  (1756050) 
4X0  FILM  Efectoc  Dreams  (2497692)  6X0 
Dead  el  21  11752234)  620  Jason  King 
(5029906)  720  The  Protectors  ri732470j 
BXO  Space  1999  (4760657)  9X0  foe 
Prisoner  (4773321)  10X0  FILM. 

Dreantcape  (5861215) 
PARAMOUNT _ 

BXOam  Eraenanmert  Tonrgft  (6321)  BXO 
The  Odd  Cam-  I2IZ&!  9X0  Brsfoers 
{76H7B)  920  Laveme  and  9*ley  (10437) 
10.00  Enurtammen  Trangra  1 61031)  1020 
Dr  Kjg  (87079)  11.00  ten  and  Smpy 


(71321)  1120  The  Guyver  G07B0J 12X0 1 
Love  Lucy  (18387)  1220pm  foe  Odd 
Carte  (456691 1  XO  Brothers  (83857)  120 
Laveroe  and  Stiriey  (14345)  2X0  Enlenam- 
mem  Ttwgw  (18358;  220  Dr  Katz  (2TO93) 
3.00  Ren  and  Swnpy  (877CO)  320  The 
Guyver  (11345) 

UK  LIVING _ . 

6.00am  Agony  Hour  (5486031)  7X0  Kfltoy 
(9518963)  8X0  Esther  (9146128)  620 More 
Front  Gardens  (9145499)  9X0  Gournisi 
Ireland  P077S4JI  925  Nate  and  AOe 
(2274857)  10X5  Jerry  Springer  (8218166) 
11X0^ Your®  and  Resile*  (86202151 1125 
Brertsde  (6252302)  1220pm  Dangerous 
Women  (5927352)  120  Oosswns 

(B2020121 2X0  Agony  Hour  £896383)  3X0 
Live  at  Three  (18239441 4X0  Intatuabon  UK 
(1368215)  420  Crossvufts  I3SG0B76)  5X5 
Lngo  (82330296)  520  Lirtv  Ladders 
(1388079)  6X0  Bewitched  (1378892)  620 
Brcolside  (2977925)  7X5  Rhodes  Around 
Bm.wi  (2720166)  7X0  foe  Joter's  WHd 
(1888768)  SX5  Young  and  Resde&s 
(S908079)  9X0  FILM,  foe  Pleasure  Pnrea- 
pfe-  (85744701  11X0  Scot  Ue  (1843708) 
1120  More  Se«.  Lite  (2824166) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

7X0un  Ocean  Odyssey  (7833925)  520 
Tinlm  (450215)  5X5  Barman  (745756)  620 
C&chptrase  (8401/  7X0  Thrsugn  the 
Keyhole  14019)  720  My  Two  Dads  (62l5» 
BXO  McKenna  (37499)  BXO  Ruth  tendei 
1409631 10X0  Treasure  Hras  (430601 11.00 
Neon  Rider  (338S7)  12X0  Rmn  (54703) 
1220pm  Bordertorm  (41797)  1X0  Batman 
(36093)  120  Rhoda  (50161)  2X0  Big 
Brother  Jate  (54074)  220  Neon  Fader 
(22345)  320  Rhula  (57161)  4.00  Big 
Brotoer  Jahe  (72426)  4.30-5.00  Occor. 
Odyssey  (24256) 

MTV _ 

fiXOam  Aurte  On  toe  WOdstoO  (£6616) 
720  The  Grind  138302)  8X0  3  from  1 
12008227)  8.15  Aurtfi  on  toe  WCdstde 
(20484701  9X0  Must  vaeix.  (319C960 
12X0  fnJ  (48692)  iXOpm  Greatest  His 
(24012)  2X0  Muac  Non-slop  (0084466) 
3.153  Irani  134837891 320  Sports  (9925) 
4X0  DneManc  (8425395)  4.1B  Hanging 
Out  *4158844)  5X0  News  (4259925)  5.15 
Hangtog  OU  (4084944)  520  Dial  MTV 
(8296)  6X0  Boom'  Top  Ten  line  (44076) 
7-DO  Hanging  Gu)  £M7)  720  The  Pulse 
(8673)  B.00  Greatest  H4t  (39057)  0X0  The 
Wont  p)  Most  Warned  (14050)  B20  GJde 
to  Aftemabvc  Mustc  (35147)  1020  Baavts 


and  But -head  (1B863)  11X0  News 
(965741)  11,15  CtneMatic  (908892)  1120 
Aeon  Flux  1 340 73)  1220am  foe  EncP 
(39277)  120  Videos  (5503221) 

VH-1 _ 

7X0am  Power  BreaXfest  (7507708)  9X0 
CaMW-1  (8461654)  12X0  Hean  and  Sou 
(5980321)  IXOpm  Tha  Vinyl  Yaan 
(596B741)  2X0  Ten  ol  the  Best  Anhui 
Baker  (7918005)  3X0  Into  the  Musar 
(2082760)  6X0  VH-1 -2-3  UB40  (5986505) 
7X6  VH- 1  (or  You  (49353831 0X0  Thursday 
Review  (4904031)  9X0  Meattoal  (4924B&5) 
10X0  The  Vinyl  Years  (4E64654)  1 1X0  foe 
Bridge  (8275050)  1.00am  Chas  and  Dave 
(2236074)  2X0  Dawn  Patrol 

CKT EUROPE _ 

Country  muse  bom  6am  io  7pm 

ZEE  TV _ 

7.00am  Asian  Morarn  (86825470)  820 
Ylds  Lave  Stories  (15553578)  9X0  Bengal 
FILM:  Dec-  Dee  Baran  [15055437)  1120 
Super  D&at.  (42S89692)  12X0  Dckh  Fnai 
De+li  (11953514)  1220pm  India  Shew 
(53010605)  1.00  Hind  Furr  Bang 

(82344147)  4.00  2ue  Top  Ten  (42E79215) 
5X0  Zeo  Zone  (37181695)  520  Punpu 
Ft*  (11827654)  6X0  Countdown  its  Crrt^t 
(119578051  620  Zee  and  U  (11948147) 
7X0  Anratenan  (371410311 720  Gabtce? 
(11937031)  6X0  Nevra  (371670791  820 
Andaz  (57146586)  BXO  Urdu  Sena) 
157998147)  10X0  Zee  Honor  Show 
(10503073)  1020  Your  Snda®  [385038931 
11.00  Commander  (42570944)  1120  Sn 
Krishna  (78753383) 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

ConUnuotto  cartnoBa  from  Sam  to  7pm, 
then  TNT  mm  n  Mow. 

7xopm  Young  Be»  (193a)  |*es>79eii) 
9X0  TIM  Twemy-FBto  Hour  (1967) 
I667®857)  11,45  The  Only  Wiry  (ivto) 
(6B512789I  120m  Watch  on  the  Rhine 
(1903)  (742706 00)  320-5X0  Tomorrow 
We  Live  (1943)  (75436242) 

CNN/QVC _ 

CHH  provides  24-hour  news  end  QVC  ta 
foe  home  shopping  channel. 

PERFORMANCE _ _ 

7XOpcn  PVicmcaa  0X0  Masai's  La  Fwta 
tStarcfcvera  12X0-2X0m  Hariinfc — Bertaz 
and  SrauRdcv's  foe  Flood 
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RUGBY  UNION  42 

ENGLAND  LEAVE 
RICHARDS  IN 
RESERVE  FOR  PARIS 


TENNIS  45  |i 

HENMAN’S  FAULTS  ' 
SERVE  TO  HASTEN 
HIS  DISMISSAL 
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Donald  adds  to 
England’s 
one-day  woes 


From  Simon  Wilde  in  Durban 


DURBAN  (South  Africa  won 
toss):  South  Africa  beat  Eng¬ 
land  by  five  wickets 

AFTER  all  the  brave  talk  of 
fightbacks.  England’s  cricket¬ 
ers  went  very  quietly  last 
night  Outperformed  with  bat 
bail  and  in  the  field,  they  were 
beaten  with  ease  by  South 
Africa  in  the  fifth  one-day 
international  at  Kingsmead 
and,  by  going  4-1  down,  sur¬ 
rendered  the  seven-match  se¬ 
ries  with  two  games  to  play. 

It  was  England's  first  defeat 
in  a  one-day  series  since  they 
were  beaten  3-2  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  two  years  ago.  Michael 
Atherton’s  first  full  series  as 
captain.  Since  then  they  have 
beaten  New  Zealand.  South 
Africa  and  West  Indies,  al¬ 
though  they  failed  to  qualify 
for  the  World  Series  Cup 
finals  in  Australia  last  year. 

South  Africa's  match-win¬ 
ners  were,  with  the  bail.  Allan 
Donald  and.  with  the  bat. 
Hansie  Cronje  and  Jacques 
Kallis.  who  broke  their  coun¬ 
try's  third-wicket  partnership 
record  in  one-day  internation¬ 
als  with  a  stand  of  IIS.  Kallis 
played  the  innings  that  will, 
perhaps,  be  remembered  long¬ 
er,  but  it  was  Cronje  who 
broke  the  shackles  imposed  by 
the  England  seamers  after 
Cork  had  dismissed  Kirsten 
and  Hudson  with  his  first  nine 
balls. 

Kallis  scored  a  fine  67.  his 
maiden  half-century  at  inter¬ 
national  level,  and  revealed 
himself  to  be  a  player  with 
both  an  excellent  tempera¬ 


ment  and  a  wonderful  range 
of  strokes.  He  is  the  third 
player  of  outstanding  promise 
to  emerge  for  South  Africa 
during  England's  tour,  after 
two  bowlers,  Shaun  Pollock 
and  Paul  Adams. 

Kallis  is  20.  PbiJock  22  and 
Adams  IS.  By  way  of  contrast, 
the  only  players  England  can 
claim  to  have  unearthed  are 
Peter  Martin,  who  is  27  and  of 
less  obvious  pedigree,  and 
Jade  Russell,  32,  who  has  re- 
emerged  from  the  shadows  as 
a  one-day  player.  Yesterday 
Russell  played  his  third  valu¬ 
able  innings  of  the  series,  a 
sprightly  21  from  36  balls  that 
helped  pull  round  an  England 
innings  of  184  all  out  strewn 
with  careless  dismissals. 


arcs-.T. 


Thorpe:  defiant 


ACROSS 

1  Satan;  an  old  march  (7) 

5  Soiar  System  visitor,  bright 

tail  (5) 

S  Biographer  of  Socrares  (5) 

9  Criminal  (5.2) 

10  Lack  of  practice  |12) 

12  Be  living  example  /of) 

(6) 

14  Sun  god;  moon  mission  (6) 
17  Politician  with  no  local 
roots  1 6-*>) 

21  Coming /unpleasantly) 
dose  (7) 

22  Beau  edible  seeds  (5) 

3  23  Take  a  dip  (5) 

24  General  pardon  f7) 


DOWN 

1  Unevenly  balanced  (8) 

2  Ardently  desire  (5) 

3  Old  mugger  (7) 

4  Prize  (6) 

5  Identical  genetic  copy  (5] 

6  Amazing,  inexplicable  (7) 

7  Offensive  vehicle  liquid 
container  (4) 

il  Abstemious  state  (S| 

13  Shew  (truth  of)  (4,3) 

15  Enclosure  for  baby  and  toys 

(71 

16  Mark  of  disgrace  (6) 

18  High  self-regard  (S) 

19  Heraldic  red  (5) 

20  (Large)  solid  block  (41 


|  PRIZES:  JM 

I  THE  WINNER  will  receive  a  return  ticket  SSESSffSjf 
i  travellinB  economy  dass  to  anywhere  an  ~ 
i  I  British  Midland's  domestic  or  international 

THE  RUNNER-UP  will  receive  a  return 

ticket  to  anywhere  on  British  Midlands  n  . 

■  domestic  network,  British  Midland  offers  ontanMnaansj 
an  extensive  range  of  departure  and  destination  points 
i  throughout  the  UK  as  well  as  Europe.  As  the  UKs  second  largest 
t  scheduled  service  airline  and  Heamrows  second  biggest  user,  it  l 
1  I  operates  a  fleet  of  35  aircraft  rat  over  1200  flights  per  week  j 
j  throughout  (he  UK  and  Europe-  i 

|  AH  flights  are  subject  to  availability. _ j 

post  you1  entry  to  Times  Two  Crossword.  PO  Box  6886. 
London  E28SP  to  arrive  by  next  Mon  day.  The  winners' names 
j  and  solution  wifi  appear  on  Wednesday. 

Name/ Address - _ - - - - - - 


SOLUTION  TO  No  660 

ACROSS:  6  Squeeze  7  April  9 Taper  10  Galleon  II  Crystal  ball 

14  In  cold  Wood  17  Tumbler  19  Abide  21  Duels  22  Flat  out 
DOWN  1  Quip  2  Betrayal  3  Height  4  Rail  5  Free  hand  6  Site 
8  Lonely  11  Cucamher  12  Lot*  away  13  Gifted  15  Bereft  16  Rest 

15  Last  20  Icon 
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England  finished  the  game 
as  listlessly  as  they  did  the 
previous  one  at  Centurion 
Park  last  Sunday,  with  Ather¬ 
ton  rotating  his  bowlers  in 
desperate  search  for  a  break¬ 
through  while  bowling  to  de¬ 
fensive  fields.  While  this  went 
on.  the  South  Africa  batsmen 
did  much  as  they  pleased. 

Even  so.  it  might  have  been 
a  different  outcome  had  Eng¬ 
land  fielded  as  do  South 
Africa,  which  is  to  say  breath- 
taldngly.  They  dropped  Cron¬ 
je  three  times  and  Kallis  once, 
three  of  them  the  sort  of  sharp 
chances  South  Africa  take  in 
their  sleep — one  of  which  split 
the  webbing  on  Stewart’s  left 
hand  and  required  four  stitch¬ 
es  —  and  the  fourth  an 
absolute  sitter.  The  culprit  was 
DeFrdtas  and  the  recipient 
Cronje,  who  was  on  29  at  the 
time. 

It  was  a  battle  fought  out 
among  the  seamers,  although 
England  made  a  late  throw  of 
the  dice  with  Hick’s  off  spin. 
Having  examined  the  pitch 
under  heavily  overcast  skies, 
Atherton  took  a  last-minute 
decision  to  leave  out 
Illingworth  in  favour  of 
DeFrdtas. 

South  Africa  recalled  de 
Vflliers,  who  showed  no  sign 
of  rustiness  after  his  recent 
injury,  and  McMillan,  despite 
an  announcement  earlier  in 
the  week  that  he  would  not 
appear  again  in  the  series. 
Cullinan  was  again  incapaci¬ 
tated  by  his  calf  strain. 

As  usual  the  real  difference 
between  the  two  bowling  sides 
was  the  destructive  pace  of 
Donald,  whose  spell  of  four 
wickets  in  27  bails  wrecked  the 
promising  start  made  by  Ath¬ 
erton  and  Stewart  who  put  on 
SI  for  the  first  wicket  in  15 
overs  before  both  fell  in 
Donald’s  second  over.  Donald 
soon  added  the  scalps  of  Hick 
and  Smith,  after  which  it  was 
always  going  to  be  an  uphill 
fight  for  England. 

Not  for  the  first  time  in  this 
series.  Thorpe  was  left  to 
supervise  the  later  stages  of 
England's  innings.  He  began 
in  typically  pugnacious  fash¬ 
ion,  by  pulling  Donald  for  two 


j«r: 


Rocket 


SB  ARE  TH£  CHEO? 


Donald  is  jubilant  after  bowling  Stewart  during  the  sped  that  destroyed,  the  England  battirig  yestexd^.  Photiogrsqth:  Graham  Morris 


fours,  and  remained  the  domi¬ 
nant  partner  in  stands  of  54  in 
14  overs  with  Write  and  32  in 
seven  with  Russell  but  his 
dismissal  for  63,  his  third  half- 
century  in  four  innings, 
started  a  collapse  that  showed 
the  tail  at  its  feeblest 
After  Thorpe  was  out  in  the 
44th  over,  only  20  runs  were 
added  and  Cork,  DeFreitas 
and  Gough,  who  was  out 
attempting  the  only  shot  he 
seems  to  know,  the  nurdled 
leg  glance,  all  failed  io  hit  out 
in’  the  way  lateorder  players 
must  in  one-day  cricket 


The  accuracy  of  Donald’s 
supporting  cast  was  an  object 
lesson.  They  rarefy  strayed 
from  the  straight  and  narrow, 
so  that  when  England's  frus¬ 
trated  batsmen  were  driven  to 
taking  liberties,  they  often 
paid  the  price.  Indeed,  nine  of 
England’s  wickets  were 
bowled  or  caught  behind  and 
the  tenth  —  the  run-out  of 
Russell  —  was  also  down  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  bowler. 
Pollock  kicking  the  ball  with 
his  right  foot  into  the  stumps. 

Draw  in  Hamilton,  page  46 
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Sooth  Africa  won  toss 

ENGLAND. 

A  Atherton  c  Rfchatteon 

b  Donald _ _ 17 

A  J  Stewart  b  Donald . 31 

R  A  Smith  c  reehatdaon  b  Donald.  8- 
G'A  Hick  c  Richardson  b  Donald...  6 

G  P  Thorpe  b  Mathews.. ...... - 63 

C  Wtfe  b  Rota* . . 46 

tR  C  Russefl  run  out_...... — ...-  21 

D  G  Cork  b  Matthews . — ...  1 

PAJ  DeFteflasb  Pofock _ 3 

D  Goutfi  b  da  Vffias _ _ : . 3 

P  J  Martin  not  out . — - 1 

Extras  (b  1.  b  4,  w  6) - - -11. 

Total  (48,5  overs}—.. - 184 


FALL' OF  WICKETS:  T-Sl,  2-52. 3-61, 
4-78,  5-132,  6-164,  7-170,  8-177,  9- 
178. 

SGWUNG:  Polock  10-1-31-2:  Ma¬ 
thews  10-1-37-2;  da  VBera  15035-1; 
Donald  10-0-41-4;  Mcftflton  8-0-25-0; 
Cronje  2-08-0. 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

.  ACHudwn'ibwhCbrk.-..™-;.-.^.  "5 

GHratenc  RusseS  b  Cork.... . 0 

*WJ  Cronje  bWhfte _ 78 

JH  Halted HticbDefteBitt  .......  67 

BN  McMSon  c  ttbk  b  DaFrattas--  13 

J  N  Rhodes  not  out . . . 12 

;  SM  Pollock  not  out - - 0 

Extras  (lb  2;  w  A  nb  4) - ,__^0 

Total  (5  wkta.  4&2  awra) - 185 


tD  J  Rfchareteon.  P  S  da  ViBiera.  C  R 
Matthews  andAADonald  did  not  bsL 
FALL  OF  WICKETS;  1-1.  2-S,  3-127. 
4-150.  5-183. 

RESULTS  SO  FAR:  Jan  ft  Cape 
Town:  South  Africa  won  by  six  runs. 
Jan  11:  Bloemfontein:  England  won 
by  fhra  wickets.  Jan  18:  Johannes¬ 
burg;  South  Africa  won  by  three 
wickets.  Jon  14c  Pretoria:  Souh 
Africa  won  by  seven  wtetets:  Jan  17i 
Durban;  South  Africa  won  by  five 
wickets. 

MATCHES  TO  COMB  Jan  1ft  East 
London.  Jan  21:  Port  ESzabath. 
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FA  happy  with  fixture  balance 
for  World  Cup  qualifying  task 
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By  John  Goodbody 

ENGLAND,  notoriously  ill- 
at-ease  in  international  fix¬ 
tures  soon  after  the  start  of  the 
domestic  season,  will  have  to 
play  their  first  game  on  Sep¬ 
tember  1  this  year  when  trying 
to  qualify  for  the  l*WS  World 
Cup  finals.  They  will  begin 
their  campaign  by  visiting 
Moldavia  for  the  first  time. 

The  initial  home  game  will 
be  against  Poland,  at  Wem¬ 
bley  on  October  9,  and  the  last 
match  will  be  against  Italy,  in 
Rome  cm  October  II.  1997. 

Teny  Venabfes,  who  will  be 
handing  over  as  England 
coach  after  the  European 
championships  in  June,  and 
Graham  Kelly,  the  FA’S  chief 
executive,  spent  four  hours  a: 
a  meeting  in  Warsaw  yester¬ 
day  reaching  agreement  with 
representatives  of  Italy.  Po¬ 
land.  Moldavia  and  Georgia. 
Only  the  winners  of  the  group 
are  certain  of  a  place  irt  the 
finals  in  France,  in  which  52 
nations  will  compete. 

“Even  if  you  picked  out 
right  perfect  solutions,  some- 
one  could  find  holes  in  it 
because  it  is  sn  difficult  to 
negotiate  the  ideal  strategy.’* 
Venables  said. 

England  wilt  play  four  of 
their  qualifying  games  at 
weekends,  which  is  a  change 
in  the  usual  patient.  "I  think  it 
will  help  the  dubs  a  great  deal 
because  they  will  now  gel  their 
players  back  for  a  week  before 
they  have  to  play  again. “ 
Venables  said. 

David  Davies,  the  FA'S  di¬ 
rector  of  public  affairs,  said: 
"Our  priority  going  into  these 
negotiations  was  to  deliver  a 
balanced  programme  erf  fix¬ 
tures.  balanced  in  alternating 
home  and  away  games,  bal¬ 
anced  in  giving  time  between 
fixtures  and  balanced  in  build- 


ENGLAND 


Sun  Sep  1;  tJWrtana  (a) 
WatCWftPoJarHiW 
Sat  New  9:  Georgia  (a) 


Wed  Feb  1ft  Raiy  ftrt 
Wed  Apr  30:  Georga  (M 
SaS  fctay  3t:  PWand  fat 
Wed  Sep  10:  Moatsmi  it ij 
Sal  Oct  11:  Katj  'at 


ing  momentum  and  spreading 
the  games. 

"We  also  wanted  to  avoid 
the  worst  of  the  weather  in  our 
opponents’  countries.  Some  of 
our  rivals  had  the  same  priori¬ 
ties  and  Italy  have  a  similar 
start  to  us  —  away  to  Molda¬ 
via  and  a  similar  alternation 
of  fixtures.  However,  the  reali¬ 
ty  is  that  we  have  achieved  our 
main  aim." 

After  meeting  Moldavia. 
England  wff]  play  Poland, 


Sal  Aug  31;  Ausftra  (a) 
Sat  Oct  5:  Lanra  (a.i 
WadOcfftEsomaiBj 
Sun  New  10:  Smden  (h) 


Srt  Mar  2ft  Estonia  (h) 
Wad  Apr  ft  Austria  (h) 
Wed  April  30:  Sweden  fa) 
Sun  June  8:  Betorussa  (a) 
Sat  Sep  6:  Betaussn  (fc) 
Sat  Oct  11:  Latvia  (hi 


World  Cup  rivals  of  old.  a r 
Wembley  and  then  complete 
their  aurumn  campaign  with  a 
match  in  Georgia,  another 
weekend  fixture,  on  Novem¬ 
ber  9. 

The  FA  derided  not  to  play  a 
game  in  March  1997,  after  a 
request  from  the  Premier 
League,  because  of  the  busy 
Easter  programme.  Instead 
Italy  will  visit  Wembley  on 
February  f2.  The  home  match 
with  Georgia  is  on  April  30,  a 


Dumitrescu  agrees  to 
sign  for  West  Ham 


I  LIE  DUMITRESCU  will 
end  his  unhappy  spdl  at 
Tottenham  Hotspur  by  join¬ 
ing  their  London  neighbours. 
West  Ham  United,  today  in  a 
deal  worth  £1.5  million. 

After  signing  their  second 
foreign  international  io  a 
Fortnight,  however.  West 
Ham  wiU  have  to  wait  for  the 
Romania  World  Cup  forward 
to  be  given  a  new  British  work 
permit,  which  could  take  up  to 
two  weeks. 

Slaven  Bilk,  the  Croatia 
centre  back  who  joined  West 
Ham  from  Karlsruhe  for  a 
dub  record  El. 65  million  earli¬ 


er  this  month,  is  also  awaiting 
a  work  permit,  applied  for  ten 
days  ago. 

"lire  has  to  reapply  after 
changing  dubs  but  we  are 
hopeful  it  wont  take  more 
than  a  fortnight,”  Peter 
S tonic,  the  West  Ham  man¬ 
aging  director,  said.  “The  fee 
has  been  agreed  and  so  have 
his  personal  terms.  Now  it  is 
just  a  question  of  completing 
the  medical  examination." 

Mark  Walters,  32,  the  for¬ 
mer  England  winger,  has 
joined  Southampton  after 
being  given  a  free  transfer  by 
Liverpool 


month  before  the  difficult 
away  fixture  in  Poland. 

At  the  draw  in  Farts  last 
smith,  the  European  coun¬ 
tries  were  split  into  nine 
groups  for  the  qualifying  tour- 
namenL  The  nine  winners  and 
the  best  runner-up  qualify 
automatically  for  the  finals. 
The  other  eight  runners-up 
will  be  paired  for  the  play-offs 
with  only  the  winners  going 
through. 

Scotland,  who  are  in  a  six- 
nation  group  with  Austria, 
Latvia,  Estonia.  Sweden  and 
Betanissia.  have  avoided  play¬ 
ing  any  ties  before  the  Euro¬ 
pean  championship  finals  in 
England  this  summer. 

Instead,  they  will  start  on 
August  31,  in  Vienna,  where 
they  defeated  Austria' In  a 
friendly  two  years  ago.  The 
Scots  have  a  tradition  -of 
winning  their  opening  match 
while  frying  to  qualify  for  the 
World  Cup.  They  will  then 
play  an  away  doubfofreader, 
against  Latvia  on  October  5 
and  against  Estonia  on  Oct¬ 
ober  9. 

Scotland's  first  home  game 
will  be  against  Sweden,  the 
probable  group  favourites,  on 
November  10.  Ibis  is  the  first 
of  three  successive  hone 
games.  Estonia  will  visit 
Hampden  on  March  29, 1997 
and  Austria  an  Wednesday. 
April  2.  Both  visiting  countries 
will  have  just  come  out  of 
winter  breaks. 

The  Scots,  who  were  repre¬ 
sented  at  their  fixtures  meet¬ 
ing  in  Vienna  yesterday  by 
Craig  Brown,  the  team  mate 
ager.  and  Jim  Farry.thfi  SEA'S 
chief  executive,  will  visit  Stock¬ 
holm  on  Wednesday,  April  30, 
followed  by  a  trip  to  Belorus- . 
sia  on  Sunday,  June  S.  Their 
final  home  matches  are 
against  Beksussia  and  latyia 
in  September  and  October, 


Jermyn  Street  quality 
at  affordable  prices 

You  do  nor  have  to  pay  Jermyn  Street  prices  for  a 
superbly  finished  shirt  By  dealing  direct  we  avoid 
London's  expensive  West  End  overheads  and  pass  the 
benefit  onto  you.  Yet  we  forfeit  none  of  die  quality. 

The  finest  British  fabrics 

Oor  cotton  shins  are  made  from  pure,  two-fold 
cotton  poplin,  the  shirt  fabric  cfidsenby 
tbc  world's  most  famous  shirtmakers. 

.  Its  rich  lustre  and  silken  feel  niate  it 
cool  and  comfortable  to  wear  sfl  year 
k  round  yet  this  quality  of  cotton  poplin 
stands  up  to  years  of  use. 

Wide  range  of  dotfaing 
Our  free  colour  brochure 
illustrates  our  wide  range  of 
clothing  including  shirts,  trousers, 
nightwear  and  knitwear. 


Choice  of  op  to  seven 
sleeve  lengths 

_  By  offering  a  choice  of  up  to 

^  mil  ^  sIeeve  lengths  we 

"V  l  ft  /  l  ensure  your  shirts  fit  you 

1  /'/•;/  /  perfectly.  We  combine  this 

with  generous  cut,  long  tails 
and  superb  fimshinj  m  bring 
you  a  British  shin  which  will 
rival  foe  finest  made-to- 

- —  . - —  measure  tiun  you  caa  buy.  • 

Embroidered  initiate  -  the  ultimate  distinction 
Your  own  initials  erobroidered  on  your  shirt  give  it  that  ultimate 
distinctive^ Enoch.  This  and  out  24  hour  despateharebadipartof  ota- 
commitment  to  service. 
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Russians  launch  onslaught  on  rebels  after  declaring  there  is  no  hope  for  captives 
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A  Grad  rodcet  is  fired  by  Russian  forces  yesterday  towards  the  village  of  Pervom ai skoye  as  they  kept  up  the  military  pressure  on  the  Chechen  rebel  hostage-takers 


rain  on  hostage  village 


\ 
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:  IN  MOSCOW 

and  Our  foreign  Staff 


RUSSIAN  forces  set  out  to 
level  the  village  of  Fervo- 
mai skoye  yesterday  with  a 
b  lizard  of  rockets,  saying 
there  was  “little  hope”  for  any 
hostages  after  three  days-  of 
bloody  fighting  with  Chechen 
rebels. 

In  blowing  snow'  on  the 
steppes  around  die  -rained 
village,  hundreds  of  weary 
federal  troops  ‘pulled  back, 
and  the  Russians  unleashed 
volley  after  volley  of  powerful 
Grad  rockets.  The  duster  of 
small  buildings  came  under 
rocket  attack  from  helicopter 
gunships  and  was  strode  by 
rounds  of  artillery  shells. 
Heavy  machinegun  fire  in  the 
late  afternoon  signalled  con- 


dnued  Chechen  resistance. 
“We  are  pulling  the  troops 
out"  said  the  commander  of 
the  Alpha  special  forces  unit 
wearing  the  distinctive  green 
helmet  fitted  with  a  two-way 
radio  and  mouthpiece. 

Twice  SOBR  went  in  and 
twice  they  withdrew.”  he  said, 
speaking  of  the  Interior  Minis¬ 
try's  rapid  .  reaction  unit 
which  lead  the  attempt  to 
overran  the  village.  They  had 
heavy  machineguns  every¬ 
where.”  he  said  of  the 
Chechens.'  explaining  why 
Russian  forces  failed  to  hold 
their  positions. 

Others  described  the  Che¬ 
chens  using  an  intricate  sys¬ 
tem  of  trendies  for  protection, 
along  which  they  moved  then- 
heavy  machineguns.  “It  was 
tough,”  said  another  .special 


forces  officer.  “We  took 
losses.”  The  officer  said  that 
there  were  still  a  few  hostages 
alive  of  the  70  or  so  remaining 
in  the  village.  He  saw  two 
dead.  There  are  some.  They 
are  sitting  in  cellars  in  holes 
they  have  dug  themselves.” 

His  men.  their  faces  grubby 
under  their  helmets,  their 
cheeks  speckled  with  red 
marks  from  firing  their  rifles, 
climbed  on  to  waiting  buses. 
“We  are  all  getting  out  and 
then  we  are  going  to  screw 
them  with  the  Grads,"  said 
one  of  the  commandos. 

Reporters  were  expelled  by 
Russian  military  authorities 
from  Pervpmai  skoye  and 
neighbouring  villages  yester¬ 
day.  The  region,  in  the  repub¬ 
lic  of  Dagestan,  is  just  across 
the  border  from  Chechenia. 


The  Russians  began  storming 
the  village  on  Monday,  break¬ 
ing  a  five-day  standoff  and 
refusing  the  Chechen  de¬ 
mands  for  safe  passage  to 
their  homeland.  At  the  time, 
authorities  said  they  resorted 
to  force  because  the  gunmen 
were  killing  hostages  —  an 
allegation  denied  by  separatist 
leaders  in  Chechenia. 

Earlier  yesterday,  Russian 
officials  again  claimed  that 
they  escalated  the  conflict 
because  hostages  were  being 
killed.  Major-General  Alek¬ 
sandr  Mikhailov,  a  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  Russian 
intelligence  service,  said  the 
gunmen  planned  to  kill  the 
captives  and  try  to  escape. 
“Because  the  situation  is  be¬ 
coming  more  complicated,  we 
have  derided  to  conclude  the 
operation,”  he  said.  Asked 
about  the  hostages,  he  said: 
“We  have  little  hope  for  them." 


On  the  road  leading  to 
Pervomaiskoye,  he  said  lacon¬ 
ically  that  there  were  “no 
hostages”  left  in  Pervomai¬ 
skoye  and  the  military  had 
derided  to  “conclude”  the  op¬ 
eration  by  force.  "We’re  no 
longer  talking  about  a  hos¬ 
tage-freeing  operation.”  he 
said. 

The  Russians  said  that  41  of 
an  estimated  116  hostages  had 
escaped  the  battle  unhurt 
Ibey  admitted  having  18  sol¬ 
diers  killed  and  60  wounded, 
but  the  real  figure  may  be 
much  higher. 

President  Yeltsin  has  been 
under  intense  pressure  to  end 
the  crisis  decisively,  but  the 
political  initiative  has  been  all 
on  the  side  of  his  opposition. 
Duma  deputies  yesterday 
lambasted  Mr  Yelisin  for 
botching  his  whole  policy  on 
Chechenia.  “Neither  the 
people,  nor  the  generals,  nor 


WHERE  ARE  THE  CHECHENS? 
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Centuries  of  cloak-and- 
struggle  scar  turbulent 


Since  their  defeat  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century  the 
Chechens  have  been  driven  from  their  homeland 


By  Michael  Bjnyon 
diplomatic  editor 

EVEN  in  ancient  times,  the 
Blade  Sea  was  regarded  as 
dangerous  and  hostile.  It  was 
known  as  the  Pbntus  Axeinus 
—  die  inhospitable  sea 
because  of  its  remoteness  from 
the  Graeco-Roman  world  and 
its  violent  storms  which  blew 
up  unexpectedly  and  wrecked 
many  ancient  ships. 

The  sea  was,  from  ancient 
times,  a  vital  trading  route, 
and  Greek  colonies  were  es¬ 
tablished  along  die  northern 
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shores:  indeed,  as  it  became 
better  known,  the  name 
changed  to  Euxinus  —  the 
opposite  of  its  earlier 
appellation. 

For  hundreds  of  years,  the 
mountainous  and  fertile  lands 
around  the  sea  saw  a  constant 
swirl  of  war.  emigration  and 
conquest,  as  invaders  from  the 
east  and  south  reached  the 
edge  of  Europe.  But  for  70 
years,  after  1917.  all  trade 
across  the  sea  virtually  ceased: 
the  northern  littoral  was 
sealed  behind  the  Soviet  fron¬ 
tier  while  Turkey,  which  con¬ 
trols  the  vital  Bosphorus  exit, 
became  a  staunch  member  of 
the  Western  Alliance. 

After  the  collapse  of  commu¬ 
nism,  trade  resumed  at  a 
redoubled  rate.  Russians 
poured  across  into  Turkey  to 
buy  consumer  goods  by  the 
easeful  and  take  them  home 
on  overcrowded  ferries,  at 
great  profit  The  scale  of  this 
unofficial  “suitcase  trade”  is 
now  so  great  that  Turkey 
estimates  if  was  worth  about 
£4*2  billion  last  year  — 
making  Russia  Turkey's  sec¬ 
ond-largest  trading  partner. 
In  1995,  an  estimated  one 
million  Russians  visited  Tur¬ 
key  —  as  traders  or  tourists 
enjoying  the  resorts  of  the 
northern  coast 
.  The  Black  Sea  is  now  the 
centre  of  a  new  regional 
trading  group,  underpinned 
by  Turkey,  which  brings  to¬ 
gether  Russia.  Ukraine,  Mol¬ 
davia,  the  Transcaucasus, 
Albania.  Romania.  Greece 
and  Bulgaria  to  the  advantage 
of  this  new  cooperation  bloc 
that  cuts  across  old  alliances. 

Throughout  history,  howev¬ 
er.  the  Black  Sea  has  been  a 
strategic  prize,  viral  ro  the 
interests  of  nations  at  war.  The 
Bosphorus,  no  more  than  750 
yards  wide  at  its  narrowest  is 
by  far  the  most  vital  water¬ 
way.  and  the  cause  of  count¬ 
less  wars  and  diplomatic 


tussles  beiween  Turkey  and 
Russia.  Its  use  is  now  strictly 
regulated  by  the  1936  Mon- 
treux  Convention,  but 
throughout  the  Soviet  era 
Moscow  was  constantly  test¬ 
ing  die  will  of  the  Ttirks  to 
enforce  the  accord. 

The  initial  determination  of 
the  hijackers  to  sail  to  the 
Bosphorus  and  blow  up  the 
ferry  there  was  a  quick  way  of 
focusing  world  attention  on 
the  Chechen  grievances  by 
causing-  maximum  damage 
and  disruption.  The  tanker 
traffic  through  the  waterway 
has  now  reached  almost  satu¬ 
ration  point  and  accidents  and 
collisions  are  an  increasing 
risk.  An  explosion  in  the  heart 
of  Istanbul  would  not  only 
block  vital  traffic  it  could  kill 
hundreds  along  the  populated 
banks,  or  set  off  disastrous 
fires.  The  first  priority  for  the 
Turkish  Government  must 
therefore  be  to  prevent  the 
ferry  reaching  the  Bosphorus. 

The  Chechens  have  been 
resisting  Russian  rule  for 
some  200  years,  attempting  in 
vain  to  protect  their  indepen¬ 
dence  in  the  swirl  of  tattle 
between  the  Russians  and  the 
Turks.  Although  only  half  the 
size  of  Switzerland,  their 
homeland's  strategic  location 
has  made  it  an  almost  perma¬ 
nent  battleground;  in  the  Sec- 


Sham  yl:  waged  war  on 
Russians  for  20  years 


the  soldiers  are  responsible  for 
this.”  said  Ramazan  Abduiati- 
pov.  a  deputy’  from  Dagestan. 
The  politicians  are.” 

A  statement  adopted  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  of 
deputies  condemned  the 
Chechens  for  “using  extreme 
forms  of  terrorist  acts”,  but 
called  on  the  Government  “not 
to  permit  unjustified  actions. 
which  lead  to  the  deaths  of 
wholly  innocent  people". 

Gennadi  Seleznev,  the  Com¬ 
munist  candidate  for  Speaker, 
was  elected  with  231  out  of  a 
possible  450  votes  at  the  third 
attempt  His  job  carries  no 
great  constitutional  powers, 
but  it  will  give  the  Commu¬ 
nists  immense  leverage  over 
the  new  parliament 

Russian  Public  Television, 
the  main  state  network,  can¬ 
celed  all  entertainment  pro¬ 
gramming  last  night  because 
of  die  fighting. 

dagger 

region 

ond  World  War.  the  Chechens 
were  accused  of  aiding  Ger¬ 
man  invaders  trying  to  secure 
the  Caucasus  oil  reserves,  and 
in  1944  Sralin  deported  the 
entire  population,  and  the 
neighbouring  Ingush  people, 
to  Central  Asia.  Some  200.000 
died  during  the  mass  exodus; 
the  survivors  were  allowed 
tack  only  in  1957. 

Today's  strategic  impor¬ 
tance  ties  in  the  main  oil 
pipeline  that  runs  close  to 
Grozny:  the  Russians  are  bid¬ 
ding  to  carry  huge  oil  exports  ‘ 
from  the  Caspian,  and  are 
determined  ro  safeguard  the 
pipeline  route. 

In  their  fight  with  the  Rus¬ 
sians.  the  Chechens  and  other 
turbulent  Caucasian  groups 
have  looked  to  the  West, 
es peri ally  to  Britain.  They 
appealed  to  Queen  Victoria  for 
help,  and  the  Russo-Turkish 
wars  preoccupied  Palmerston 
and  the  British  Government. 

In  the  1840s.  the  Russians 
began  to  suspect  that  British 
agents  were  operating  among 
the  Circassians,  supplying 
them  with  arms  and  advice. 
Indeed,  there  was  one  En¬ 
glishman  who  was  actively 
helping  them:  James  Long- 
worth,  a  special  correspondent 
for  The  Times .  which  support¬ 
ed  the  Circassian  cause,  spent 
months  with  the  Mujahidin, 
not  only  reporting  the  fighting 
but  organising  resistance  at 
the  same  rime  as  Imam  Sha- 
myl.  the  great  guerrilla  hero, 
•was  stirring  revolt  across  the 
mountains  in  Dagestan. 

Shamyl.  under  the  banner 
of  muridism,  a  brand  of  Sufi 
mysticism,  spent  more  than  20 
years  in  warfare  with  the 
Russians,  taking  advantage  of 
the  Crimean  war  and  plotting 
with  the  allies.  As  Peter 
Hopkirk.  the  author  of  The 
Great  Game,  makes  clear,  the 
cloak-and-dagger  struggle  in 
the  Caucasus  was  for  years 
intimately  United  to  the  ritantic 
battle  between  the  British  and 
the  Russians  for  control  of 
Central  Asia.  Terrorism,  then 
as  now.  played  a  key  role. 


Removal 
of  ‘last 
reformer* 
hits  $9bn 
IMF  deal 

C  jegonomy  : 


By  Thomas  de  Waal 

A  VISIT  to  Moscow  by  an 
International  Monetary  Fund 
delegation  was  in  confusion 
yesterday  as  negotiations  to 
sign  a  $9  bQlion  loan  package 
coincided  with  the  resignation 
of  the  last  man  to  symbolise 
radical  reform  in  the  Russian 
Government. 

The  enforced  departure  of 
Anatoli  Chubais,  sole  surviv¬ 
ing  Minister  from  President 
Yeltsin's  reforming  team  of 
1992,  has  sent  Western  finan¬ 
cial  institutions  and  embassies 
in  Moscow  into  shock.  Shares 
on  the  emerging  stock  market 
lost  7  per  cent  to  10  per  cent  of 
their  value  on  the  news.  As 
First  Deputy  Prime  Minister 
in  charge  of  the  economy,  he 
was  seen  as  the  patron  of 
Western  investment 

“Chubais  made  an  amazing 
contribution  to  the  progress  of 
the  Russian  economy,  both  by 
pushing  through  the  largest 
privatisation  in  any  post-Com- 
munist  country  and  by  stabil¬ 
ising  the  inflation  rate,”  said 
Richard  Layard.  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  School  of  Economics,  who 
advised  the  Russian  Govern¬ 
ment  in  1992  and  was  in  Mos¬ 
cow  as  Mr  Chubais  was  re¬ 
signing.  “He  will  be  very 
difficult  to  replace." 

Mr  Chubais'S  removal  is  a 
clear  sop  to  voters  for  the  Com¬ 
munist  feriy.  which  topped 
the  poll  in  last  month’s  el¬ 
ections.  One  of  the  1992  reform 
team,  he  has  long  been  a  hate- 
figure  for  the  parliamentary 
opposition.  Yesterday  he  said 
“rite  President  takes  decisions 
not  because  of  macroeconomic 
results,  but  because  of  the 
mood  the  electorate".  The 
economy  has  shown  signs  of 


Chubais:  departure 
cut  share  prices 

stabilisation  in  the  past  six 
months.  The  monthly  inflation 
rate  dropped  to  3.2  per  cent 
last  month  from  almost  20  per 
cent  at  the  start  of  1995  and 
economic  indicators  suggest 
industrial  production's  fall  is 
bottoming  out.  Now  investors 
fear  much  of  that  may  be  in 
jeopardy. 

Another  Western  economic 
expert  in  Moscow  said  Mr 
Chubais’s  departure  was  bad 
news  because  he  was  the  “last 
protector"  of  junior  ministers 
who  were  reforming  the  econ¬ 
omy.  Without  his  patronage 
their  positions  were  virtually 
untenable,  he  said. 

The  embarrassment  is  all 
the  greater  for  the  IMF  delega¬ 
tion.  Its  head.  Yusuke  Hori- 
guchi,  reportedly  said  the  deal 
was  unaffected,  but  even 
before  the  resignation,  IMF 
officials  had  signalled  their 
worries  about  a  change  in 
economic  policy  after  the 
Communists'  election  success. 
The  package  is  worth  $9 
billion  over  three  years  and  is 
the  second  largest  in  the 
organisation’s  history. 

The  deal  was  negotiated  by 
Mr  Chubais  and  there  may  be 
a  strong  temptation  for  the 
IMF  to  try  to  renegotiate  parts 
or  to  “backload"  payments, 
offering  the  Government  a 
small  tranche  this  year  in  the 
hope  of  ensuring  budgetary 
prudence  while  promising 
bigger  payments  next  year. 

For  the  first  time  since  1991, 
Mr  Yeltsin  is  without  a 
Western-leaning  economist  in 
a  high  government  position. 
In  the  past  ten  days  he  has 
also  got  rid  of  his  generally 
pro-Western  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter.  Andrei  Kozyrev,  and  his 
liberal  chief  of  staff.  Sergei 
Filatov. 


Rights  group  set  to  reject  Moscow  again 


By  Michael  Binyok 

THE  Council  of  Europe  is  likely  again  to 
reject  Russia's  application  for  member¬ 
ship  because  of  the  fighting  in  Chechenia. 
The  38*mcmber  body',  considered  the 
yardstick  and  guarantor  of  democratic 
standards  in  Europe,  had  postponed 
accession  because  of  fighting  in  the 
breakaway  Russian  republic  last  year. 

The  council,  under  whose  aegis  the 
European  Court  of  Human  Rights  hears 
cases  of  human  rights  violations,  will 
meet  nexi  Thursday  in  its  Strasbourg 
headquarters  to  consider  Moscow's^png- 


-  STRASBOURG 


standing  application.  One  council  official 
said  yesterday  that  the  renewed  fighting 
would  inevitably  influence  the  decision. 

Daniel  Tar&chys,  the  Sweetish  secre¬ 
tary-general.  arrives  in  Moscow  today. 
He  will  be  accompanied  by  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  Denmark,  which  now  holds  the 
chairmanship  of  the  council. 

President  Yelisin  has  pressed  hard  for 
full  membership  of  the  council,  and  has 
expressed  anger  that  other  former  com¬ 
munist  countries  have  been  admitted 


while  it  has  had  only  special  guest  status 
since  its  original  application  in  May  1992. 
Moscow  sees  membership  as  proof  ihat 
the  West  has  fully  accepted  Russia  as  a 
democratic  partner,  and  is  increasingly 
furious  at  being  kept  in  the  waiting  room. 

On  December  20  the  political  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  council’s -parliamentary  assem¬ 
bly  voted  in  favour  of  Russian  accession. 
But  the  entire  assembly  needs  to  ratify  the 
vote.  In  1994,  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky,  the 
leader  of  the  right-wing  Liberal  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  caused  outrage  by  his  anti- 
Semitic  outburst  during  a  visit  to 
Strasbourg. 
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Ministers  accused 
of  corruption 
quit  Rao  Cabinet 


From  Christopher  Thomas  in  Bombay 


THREE  Cabinet  ministers 
and  the  leader  of  India's  main 
opposition  party  resigned  last 
night  as  police  moved  to 
prosecute  them  in  a  E12  mil¬ 
lion  bribery  scandal. 

The  action  against  seven 
politicians,  including  a  former 
Deputy  Prime  Minister,  has 
stunned  the  political  establish¬ 
ment  in  Delhi.  Those  who 
resigned  last  night  were 
Madhav  Rao  Scmdia.  the 
Minister  for  Human  Resource 
Development,  and  Vidya 
Charan  Shukla,  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Affairs  Minister,  ac¬ 
cording  to  local  news  agencies. 

Mr  Sdndia  and  Mr  Shukla 
were  two  of  the  three  ministers 
against  whom  federal  police 
on  Tuesday  had  requested 
permission  to  begin  prosecu¬ 
tions  in  connection  with  the 
scandal  Balram  Jakhar.  the 
Agriculture  Minister,  had  re¬ 
signed  earlier  in  the  day. 

The  resignation  of  Lai 
K.  Advani.  leader  of  the  oppo¬ 
sition  Bharatiya  Janata  Party 
(BJP).  as  an  MP  to  put 
pressure  on  the  named  minis¬ 
ters  to  quit  dearly  had  the 
desired  effect  He  said  he 
would  not  contest  the  general 
election  expected  in  about 
three  months  unless  he  had 
been  cleared  of  the  charges. 
The  BJP  has  seized  on  allega¬ 


tions  of  corruption  in  P.  V.  Na- 
rasimha  Rao's  ruling  Con¬ 
gress  party  as  a  key  plank  in 
its  campaign  for  the  polls. 

The  Central  Bureau  or  In¬ 
vestigation  said  he  and  the 
other  accused  were  involved  in 
a  650  million  rupee  bribe 
scandaL  The  bureau  operates 
under  the  direct  authority  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  giving 
him  a  powerful  tool  to  investi¬ 
gate  his  political  enemies.  It  is 
inconceivable  that  the  bureau 
would  have  acted  without 
consulting  him. 

The  Indian  Express  report¬ 
ed  yesterday  that  Mr  Rao  had 
"pulled  off  a  coup  of  sorts  with 


Advani:  says  the  case 
has  been  cooked  up 


Aids  campaign  move 


By  Christoph  er  Thomas 


INDIA  has  set  up  a  national 
Aids  committee  to  co-ordinate 
an  erratic  campaign  against 
the  spread  of  HIV. 

The  first  official  attempt  to 
tackle  growing  infection  rates 
has  meant  sidestepping  some 
taboos:  there  Is  now  official 
admission  that  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  prostitution  are  wide¬ 
spread  and  that  India  is 
becoming  the  epicentre  of  the 
world  Aids  crisis. 

With  65.000  prostitutes  in 
red-light  areas  In  Bombay,  for 
example,  and  an  estimated  90 
per  cent  not  insisting  on  their 
clients  using  condoms.  India 
is  heading  for  an  Aids  epi¬ 
demic  worse  than  Africa's. 
The  Indian  Health  Organis¬ 
ation  says  that  there  will  be  20 
million  to  50  million  HIV- 


positive  people  in  four  years. 
Dr  I.  S.  Gilada.  the  seoretaiy- 
general  of  the  organisation, 
said  an  estimated  85  per  cent 
of  transmissions  of  HIV  were 
through  heterosexual  contact. 
Homosexuals  accounted  for  3 
per  cenL  5  per  cent  came  from 
transfusions  of  infected  blood 
and  most  of  the  rest  from 
intravenous  drug  abuse. 

He  added  that  the  stigma 
associated  with  extramarital 
sex  in  India  prevented  people 
from  having  Mood  tests  until 
the  infection  was  advanced. 
In  1986,  die  Government 
broadcast  foreign-made  Aids 
warnings,  but  these  were  con¬ 
sidered  too  explicit  and  with¬ 
drawn.  Since  then,  there  have 
been  no  public  service 
messages. 


the  CBI  filing  a  charge  sheet 
against  his  political  oppo¬ 
nents".  Mr  Rao  was  asked  if 
Congress  would  be  tainted  by 
the  scandal.  “It  will  tarnish  die 
image  of  all  those  parties 
involved,"  the  Prime  Minister 
said. 

Devi  Lai.  the  former  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  who  is  one  erf 
those  charged,  said:  "Charges 
were  framed,  keeping  in  mind 
the  main  challengers  to  the 
Prime  Minister's  chair.” 

The  allegations  stem  from 
public  interest  litigation  filed 
by  an  investigative  journalist 
alleging  illegal  payment  of 
foreign  funds,  or  hawala,  to 
public’ servants  from  1988  to 
1991. 

The  bureau  said  the  politi¬ 
cians  were  charged  with  “abet¬ 
ment  to  corruption",  which 
meant  accepting  illegal  gifts  or 
bribes.  About  115  leading  poli¬ 
ticians  and  civil  servants  have 
been  named  in  a  petition 
before  the  Supreme  Court 
The  accused  say  that  the 
charges  have  been  brought  as 
a  pre-election  pfay. 

Dipankar  Gupta,  the  Solici¬ 
tor-General,  told  a  threejudge 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court 
“Investigations  against  the  re¬ 
maining  politicians,  bureau¬ 
crats  and  others  is  continuing 
and  further  action  is  expected 
to  be  taken  shortly." 

The  allegations  relate  to 
foreign  currency  transactions 
involving  overseas  firms  that 
won  large  government  con¬ 
tracts.  The  Supreme  Court  in 
1993  ordered  the  bureau  to 
pursue  investigations  into  the 
case  after  journalists  filed  a 
public  interest  petition  saying 
that  the  inquiry  had  been 
hatted  because  it  involved 
prominent  people. 

The  court,  in  upholding  the 
petition,  ordered  that  progress 
in  the  case  should  be  reported 
every  month  to  the  Chief 
Justice. 

Mr  Advani  led  a  protest 
march  by  supporters  of  his 
Hindu  right-wing  parry  from 
the  parliament  building  in 
Delhi  yesterday. 

“The  BJP  is  the  principal 
challenger  in  the  coining  elec¬ 
tion."  he  said.  “These  charges 
have  been  filed  on  the  eve  of 
the  election.  It  is  a  cooked-up 
case,  a  frame-up." 


Flamingo  flocks  like  this  are  disap¬ 
pearing  at  an  alarming  rate  from 
Kenya’s  Rift  Valley,  raising  fears 
that  pollution  could  be  threatening 
the  birds'  survival  —  and  tourist 
income  (Sam  KIley  writes]. 

Most  badly  hit  is  Lake  Nakuro. 
One  of  the  wonders  of  the  natural 
world,  the  rose-coloured  carpet  of 
lesser  flamingos  feeding  there  has 


Mystery  of  missing  flamingos 


been  reduced  to  a  tea  toweL  A  census 
last  week  showed  numbers  had  folka 
from  J.9  million  to  30,000.  People  in 
the  area  blame  a  drastic  drop  in  the 
lake’s  water  level  and  sewage  and 
industrial  poHution.Toiirfgt  lodges  in 
Lake  Naknrn  National  Park  have 


laid  off  workers  because  of  a  40  per 
cent  fall  in  visitors  to  see  the  buds 
feeding.  "There  is  no  conclusive 
evidence  yet  about  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  chemistry  of  the  [highly 
alkaline}  lakes."  ^aid  Oliver  Nasirwa 
from  Che  National  Museum  of  Ke¬ 


nya's  department  of  ariiithology: 

Lakes  Bogoria  and  fSfemendita.  far 
front  large  towns,  have  also  suffered  flW* ; 
a  drop  in  flamingo  numbers  of  up.to  j  s*'-'  ■' 
80  per  cent  '  H  ' 

This  weekend  there  W3I  be  a  census 
at  Lake  Magadj  near  the  Tanzanian  -wv- 
border.  Mr  Nasirwa  said:  “We  sim-  7?*-  :• 
ply  don't  know  where  they  have 
gone." 


Portugal  saves  ice  age  engravings 


From  Edward  Owen  in  porto 


s “perm 
lalFbui 


ly  postponed"  a  half-built  E300 
million  dam  that  would  have 
destroyed  the  world's  largest 
site  of  ice  age  engravings. 

The  engravings  were  dis¬ 
covered  in  a  remote  valley  just 
over  a  year  ago  and  archaeolo¬ 
gists  already  believe  the  area, 
in  ihe  northeast  near  Foz  Coa. 
may  unlock  secrets  not  only 
about  what  Stone  Age  man 
did.  but  what  he  thought. 

A!  the  launch  in  Porto  of  a 
600-page  book  on  the 
engravings,  Manuel  Maria 
Carrilho,  the  Culture  Minister 
in  the  three-month-old  Social¬ 
ist  Government,  thanked  The 
Times  for  leading  the  interna¬ 
tional  campaign  to  save  the 
thousands  of  engravings  from 


the  hydroelectric  scheme.  He 
added  that  die  area  win  be  a 
national  park. 

Senhor  Carrilho  accused  the 
previous  Government  of  being 
arrogant  about  the  controver¬ 
sy.  saying:  “There  is  no  doubt 
that  if  the  SDP  [Social  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party]  had  won  the 
elections,  they  would  have 
continued  the  dam  ...  the 
country  was  divided  fifty-fifty 
over  the  engravings  because 
there  was  much  local  news¬ 
paper  speculation  that  sup¬ 
ported  the  SDP  and  ques¬ 
tioned  the  authenticity  of  the 
engravings.  But  international 
experts  [consulted  by  The 
Times]  had  weight  and  public 
opinion  shifted  in  our  favour. 

“Now  we  will  create  a  park 


as  part  of  a  regional  develop¬ 
ment  plan.  Ir  will  have  a  cul¬ 
tural  centre,  youth  hostel  and 
young  people  will  be  trained 
as  guides.  We  will  continue 
studying  the  engravings  and 
protect  them.  They  are  our 
history,  our  heritage  and  our 
roots.  We  must  preserve  our 
patrimony." 

It  is  understood  unofficially 
that  the  Government  will 
eventually  force  the  state  elec¬ 
tricity  company  to  abandon 
the  dam  project.  Antonio 
Guterres,  the  Prime  Minister, 
wants  to  protect  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  rethink  a  massive 
construction  programme  that 
has  been  transforming  Portu¬ 
gal,  not  always  for  the  better, 
since  the  country  joined  the 


European  Union  in  1986.  Joao 
ZHhao,  39,  who  is  Professor  of 
Prehistoric  Archaeology  at 
Lisbon  University,  will  co¬ 
ordinate  the  park  project  He 
has'  a  budget  of  about  El 
million  and  expects  up  to  a 
thousand  visitors  a  day  from 
this  summer. 

He  said:  “What  is  unique  is 
that  the  state  of  the  territory 
lias  been  .  essentially  un¬ 
changed  since  palaeolithic 
times. 

“One  can  see  how  people 
used  the  landscape.  Like  the 
Aborigines  in  Australia,  they 
did  not  build  monuments  but 
turned  the  whole  landscape 
into. a.  monument.  Cfia  is  the 
only  place  tn  the  world  where 
we  can  see  this." 


ORANGE  PHONES 
NOW  COST  LESS 
AT  ESCOM 


With  Orange,  phone  calls 
cost  you  less.  But  now, 
when  you  call  into  ESCOM,  the 
phones  themselves  cost  you  less 
too.  Right  now  there’s  £50  off  the 
Motorola  mrl,  making  it  just  £49.99 
What's  more,  when  you  buy  any 
Orange  phone  and  connect  to  Talk  00 
or  above,  you  will  receive  a  Tree  UCi 
Cinemas  pass-  giving  you  unlimited 
movies  for  a  year. 

And  of  course,  with  Easyware. 
we  always 
the  phone 
are  right 
your  needs. 

So  before 
gel  a  phone, 
come  and  get 
the  facts. 


■  Popular  flip  design  ■  Up  to  11 
hours  standby/60  minutes  talktime 
■  90  name  and  number  directory 
Desktop  charger  included 
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26  CINEMAS 


lb  receive  your  free  pass  to  a  year’s  unlimited  movie*  at  UCI  cinemas, 
just  ask  in-store  for  full  details.  Offer  ends  29th  February  1996. 
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Hubble 
captures 
death  of 
a  star 

ByNigelHawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

A  STAR  in  its  death  throes  has 
been  photographed  by  the 
Hubble  space  telescope,  pro¬ 
viding  a  foretaste  of  (he  Sun's 
fats.  The  image  of  planetary 
nebula  NGC  7027  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  an  American  Astro¬ 
nomical  Society  meeting  in 
San  Antonio.  Texas,  this  week, 
showing  a  huge  gas  cloud 
blown  off  around  a  star  as  it 
reaches  die  end  of  its  life  and 
dies  to  form  a  while  dwarf. 

NGC  7027  is  about  3,000 
light  yeans  away  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  constellation  Cyg- 
nus.  Once  it  was  a  star  about 
the  same  size  as  the  Sun,  but 
when  it  ran  out  of  hydrogen  to 
burn  it  began  burning  helium 


Violent  end:  the  demise  of  Nebula  NGC  7027 


and  expanding  to  form  a  red 
gianr  50  times  larger  than  its; 
original  size.  When  helium 
burning  stopped,  the  star  con¬ 
tracted.  blowing  off  the  outer 
layers  to  form  a  series  of 
concentric  layers.  The  ex¬ 
tremely  hot  core  was  then 
exposed,  cooling  to  form  a 
white  dwarf.  "When  we  saw 


the  photograph  we  were  as¬ 
tounded  try  the  exquisite 
wealth  of  detail,"  said  Dr 
Howard  Bond  of  the  Space 
Telescope  Science  Institute  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  The 
Sun  of  cur  solar  system  has 
five  bfllkm  years  to  go  before  ft 
begins  to  turn  into  something 
like  NGC  7027. 


'Cosmo9  succumbs  to  appeal 
of  younger  woman  editor 


From  Quentin  Letts  in  new  yoke 


HELEN  GURLEY  BROWN, 
the  pioneering  women’s  advo¬ 
cate  and  author,  is  m  step 
dawn  as  editor  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Cosmopolitan  after  30 
years. 

The  departure  of  Mrs 
Gurley  Brown.  73,  from  the 
magazine  through  which  she 
transformed  the  image  or 
young  women  was  presented 
as  a  gracious  withdrawal. 
However,  soirees  suggested 
that  the  circumstances  of  her 
move  were  not  so  benign.  She 
was  said  to  be  finding  it  hard 
to  work  for  a  new  boss  —  a 
woman. 

Under  the  Gurley  Brown 
editorship,  "Cosmo"  not  only 
became  the  most  successful 
women’s  magazine,  tut  also 
vivaciously  cast  aside  the  mor¬ 
al  bodies  of  the  1950s.  Mrs 
Gurley  '  Brown,  glamorous 
and  zestful,  urged  women  to 
enjoy  themselves  and  to  de¬ 
ploy  every  tactic  bestowed  by 
their  gender. 

Not  for  her  the  man-hating, 
plain-fa  «d  doumess  of  cer¬ 
tain  feminists.  Her  1962 
bestseller  Sex  and  the  Single 


Girl,  based  on  h er  experience 
in  17  secretarial  jobs,  became  a 
guidebook  for  the  1960s.  In 
recent  months  Cosmopolitan, 
which  a  is  published  in  27 
countries  under  separate  edi¬ 
tors,  has  lost  sates.  Circulation 
dropped  from  three  million  to 
2Jb  million,  and  advertising 
revenue  declined  at  least  8  per 
cent  in  the  past  year. 

Hearst  Magazines,  which 
publishes  Cosmopolitan,  re¬ 
cently  appointed  a  new  presi- 


Guriey  Brown:  pioneer 
of  1960s  sexuality 


dent  Cathleen  Black,  who  Is 
expected  to  make  changes  to 
.  improve  the  company's  perfor¬ 
mance.'  Reports  suggested  that 
she  and  Mrs  Gurley  Brawn 
bad  thefr.  differences. 

Competition  from  other 
women's  magazines  has  in¬ 
creased,  with  many  rivals 
.  using  the  Gurley  Brown  for¬ 
mula  of  sex,  fashion  and  tips 
on  how  to  keep  your  man.  Mrs 
Gurley  Brown  is  well  qualified 
on  that  point,  having  been 
married  to  the  same  husband 
for  37  years. 

The  next  editor  of  flie  Ameri¬ 
can  Cosmopolitan,  was  .an¬ 
nounced  as  Bonnie  Fuller,  39. 
editor  of  the  American  Marie 
. Claire .  Hearst  Magazines 
said'  that  the  two  women 
would  work  alongside  each, 
other  for  18  months,  with  Mrs 
Gurley  Brown  training  Fuller. 

One  commentator  said  that 
the  time  lag  gave  Mrs  Gurley 
/Brown  “enca^h  ropefo  hang 
her  successor”,  hot  other 
sources  wonder  how' tong  the 
older  woman  wffl ;  be  aWe  to 
end  ure  the :  arrangement,  and 
'  expect  her  to  leawearty. 


Iraqi  offer 
surprises 
oil  traders 

New.Yoric  Iraq offered  yester¬ 
day.  to  renew  talks  with  the 
United  Nations  on  selling 
limited  amounts  of  ofl  to  buy 
food  for  its  suffering  pqpula- 
,  tion  ^ame$.Bone  writes). 

The  move  by  Baghdad 
threw;  the  oil.  ..market  into 
confusion  and  prompted  spec¬ 
ulation  that  President  Saddam 
Hussein's'  regime  was  run¬ 
ning  out  of  cash. 

But  it  was  unclear  whether 
Iraq  would  agree  to  the  “oil- 
forfood"  scheme  spelt  out  by 
the  Security  Council.  The  reso¬ 
lution  permits  Iraq  to  sell  $1 
billion  (£649  million)  worth  of 
oil  every  three  months  provid¬ 
ed  most  of  thEcrude  is  shipped 
by  pipeline  across  Turkey,  and 
some  proceeds  go  towards 
helping  the  Kurds. 

Alan  Bond  heads 
for  fraud  trial 

Perth:  Alan  Bond,  once  one  of 
Australia’s  richest  men,  has 
been  ordered  to  stand  trial  m 
March  for  what  prosecutors 
daim  is  the  country's  biggest 
ever  corporate  fraud  case.  Mr 
Bond  and  co-accused  Peter 
Mitchell,  an  executive  from 
his  now  defunct  Bond  Corpo¬ 
ration,  have  pleaded  innocenL 
The  two  men  are  accused  of 
conspiring  to  defraud  another 
company.  Bell  Resources  Ltd, 
of  $Ausl  billion  (about  £500 
urillian). 

HIV  woman  may 
bid  for  Congress 

Washington:  Judith  Billings, 

56,  the  schools  superintendent 
in  Washington  State  who  be¬ 
came  HIV-positive  more  than 
a  decade  ago  while  trying  to 
become  pregnant  by  using 
donor  sperm,  may  run  for 
Congress  this  year.  The  liberal 
Democrat,  who  will  decide  by 
March  whether  to  challenge 
tiie  sitting  Republican,  said: 
“We  need  grown-ups  in 
Congress." 

Chun  tries  to 
overturn  law 

Seoul:.  Chun  Doo  Hwan,  the 
former  South  Korean  Presi-  • 
dent  on  trial  for  plotting  a  - 
coup  16  years  ago,  began  a‘ 
battle  to  nullify  the  law,  adopt¬ 
ed  last  month,  that  excluded 
presidential  terms  from  the  15- 
year  statute  of  limitations.  He 
Called  it  retroactive  and  thus 
unconstitutional.  (AP) 
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E  /  Ed  bctli  ’s 
story 


■  Today  we  continue  our 
exclusive  serialisation  of 
Elizabeth,  with  an  insight 
into  the  way  in  which  the 
turbulent  marriages  of 
Charles  and  Andrew 
brought  the  Queen  to  the 
very  brink  of  despair 


TOMORROW 


Marriage,  the  early  days 


‘The  Queen 
did  not  like 
Diana  much’ 


DIANA  AND  SARAH:  RELATIONSHIPS  ON  THE  ROCKS 
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iizabeth's  indul¬ 
gence  of  her  daugh¬ 
ters-in-law,  the 
Princess  of  Wales 
and  the  Duchess  of  York,  was 
a  worry  to  the  Royal  House¬ 
hold. 

Whenever  they  wanted  any¬ 
thing,  Diana  and  Sarah  would 
simply  go  to  her  over  the 
heads  of  the  Household  and 
V  -tei*  wheedle:  “Oh,  Ma'am,  please. 
■“  *  ttLt!  just  this  once  ...  the  House- 
hold  hate  me,”  and  so  on.  If 
approached  from  the  other 
side,  Elizabeth  would  say:  “1 
can’t  interfere  in  my  children's 
lives.” 

Although  aware  of  the  ru¬ 
mours  about  Sarah's 
behaviour  with  the 
« r, .  Texan,  Steven  Wyatt 
i['i  (which  her  husband 
Prince  Andrew  stead¬ 
fastly  refused  to 
believe),  Elizabeth 
did  not,  apparently, 
know  of  the  pact 
which  both  her 
daughters-in-law 
had  made  to  separate 
from  their  husbands, 
according  to  Sarah's 
father.  Major  Ronald 
Ferguson,  who  told 
his  mistress  Lesley 
Player  about  it  in  the 
spring  of  1991.  But  at 
Sandringham  that 
Christmas,  Andrew 
and  Sarah  told  her  of 
their  decision  to  sepa¬ 
rate  on  the  grounds 
of  incompatibility. 

Calm  but  openly 
“disappointed”,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  asked  them  to  wait  six 
months  before  taking  an  irrev¬ 
ocable  decision.  Privately, 
however,  she  was  stunned.  “I 
*  can’t  understand  ray  child¬ 
ren.”  she  told  a  friend.  "She 
|Sarah]  didn't  even  try  to  be  a 
naval  wife . . .” 

For  Elizabeth,  the  per¬ 
iod  she  had  spent  in 
Malta  as  a  young 
naval  wife  had  been 
one  of  the  happiest  experiences 
of  her  life.  Although  there 
were  other  aspects  of  the 
failure  of  the  marriage  which, 
sadly,  she  did  comprehend, 
her  daughter-in-law's  selfish 
have-h-all.  grab-it-ail  attitude 
was  simply  alien  to  her.  Her 
eyes  were  beginning  to  be 
opened  as  far  as  the  Duchess 
of  York  was  concerned. 

“Fergfe  isn’t  as  nice  as  you 
think  she  is."  a  royal  relation 
•  •  said.  Sarah  wanted  sex. 
money,  fun  and  excitement 
and  she  was  prepared  to 
sacrifice  everything  in  order  to 
get  them.  Incredibly,  this 
woman  was  capable  of  self- 
delusion  to  the  extent  that  she 
told  her  father  later  "I'm  34, 
nearly  35.  and  I  haven't  lived 
my  life  at  all . . 

Even  as  Elizabeth  delivered 
her  Christmas  1991  broadcast 
she  knew  that  her  family  life 
was  crumbling  around  her, 
although  she  was  not  fully 
aware  of  the  extent  of  the 
dissolution. 

One  phrase  of  that  broad- 
,  _•  cast,  intended  as  an  affirma¬ 
tion  of  her  continuing 
determination  to  go  on  serving 
the  nation  after  40  years  on  the 
Throne,  was  to  come  back  to 
haunt  hen  “With  your  prayers 
and  your  help,  and  the  love 
and  support  of  my  family,  1 
shall  try  and  help  you  in  the 
years  to  code.'  /This  was 
interpreted  by  various  sections 
of  the  press  as  a  slap  in  the  face 
for  Charles,  sending  a  public 
signal  that  she  did  not  intend 
y  rt»  abdicate  in  his  favour.  It 

was  no  such  thing:  Elizabeth 
never  has  had  any  intention  of 
‘  r  abdicating  and  never  will.) 

There  had  already  been  one 
-  marital  splii  in  the  family 
when,  in  1Q?9,  Anne  had 
separated  from  Mark  Phillips; 
there  had  been  a  certain 
amount  of  xcafrdaL  first  con¬ 
cerning  one  of  Anne's  detec¬ 
tives.  then  when  letters  written 
to  her  by  one  of  the  Palace 
equerries,  her  future  husband. 
Commander  Tun  Laurence, 


were  stolen  and  taken  to  a 
tabloid  newspaper. 

Meanwhile,  Mark  Phillips 
bad  his  own  problems  with 
allegations  of  affairs  and  a 
love-child.  But  Anne’s  popu¬ 
larity  as  one  of  the  hardest- 
working  members  of  the  Royal 
Family  (particularly  for  the 
Save  die  Children  Fund)  had 
seen  her  through.  Mark  Phil¬ 
lips  behaved  with  dignity;  the 
split  had  been  amicable  and 
the  marriage  was  to  be  legally 
dissolved  in  April.  Now  Eliza¬ 
beth  knew  there  was  to  be  a 
second  marriage  failure. 

The  publication  of  Andrew 
Morion's  book  Diana:  Her 


which  had  made  them  rich 
and  celebrated. 

Elizabeth  went  on  as  usual, 
publicly  serene  but  privately 
both  furious  and  deeply 
troubled. 

The  traditional  ceremony 
for  the  celebration  of  her 
offidal  birthday.  Trooping  the 
Colour,  went  ahead  as  if 
nothing  bad  happened,  with 
the  Princess  of  Wales  part  of 
the  family  party  on  the  Palace 
balcony  for  the  RAF  fly-past. 
Privately,  however,  both  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  Philip,  who  had  been 
at  pains  not  to  take  sides, 
rallied  to  Charles,  and  Philip 
wrote  him  a  “long  and  syrapa- 

m 


Private  anguish:  Elizabeth  and  Diana,  a  daughter-in-law  she  never  understood 


True  Story  ended  any  sympa¬ 
thy  Elizabeth  might  have  had 
for  her  other  daughter-in-law. 
She  had  beat  aware  of  Di¬ 
ana*  difficulties  and  had  had 
several  private  talks  with  her 
.  over  the  past  years.  She  herself 
had  often  found  her  son's 
behaviour  unsatisfactory. 

Philip  had  also  been  sympa¬ 
thetic  to  Diana,  as  he  had  to 
Sarah  in  his  own  way. 
Because  of  his  own  position, 
he  had  an  insight  into  their 
problems  on  marrying  into  the 
Royal  Family  and  he  was 
always  responsive  to  pretty 


Sarah  wanted 
sex,  money,  fun 
and  excitement 
—  and  she  was 
prepared  to 
sacrifice 
everything 


women.  As  Major  Ferguson 
had  written  insinuatingly, 
even  when  photographs  had 
surfaced  of  Wyatt  with  Sarah 
and  her  two  daughters  in  the 
•  South  of  France,  the  Duke's 
response  had  not  been  hostile 
but  rather:  "There,  but  for  the 
grace  of  God.  go  I.” 

~  At  times  when  Diana,  in  the 
throes  of  her  psychological 
difficulties,  had  fits  of  panic 
about  going  into  a  room  to 
meet  a  crowd  of  strangers. 
Philip  had  jollied  her  along, 
seizing  her  round  the  waist 
Now  Diana  bad  "gone  public” 
with  the  Morton  book  in  a  way 
which  the  Royal  Family  found - 
impossible  to  forgive.  The 
whole  royal  myth  which  Eliza¬ 
beth  had  worked  so  hard  to 
build  up  had  starred  to  unra**- 
el  because  of  the  "me"  im¬ 
pulses  of  two  young  women 
who  had  voluntarily  entered 
the  aide,  enjoyed  all  its  privi¬ 
lege,  and  then  lumed  on  the 
system. 

Sarah’s  indecent,  uncon¬ 
trolled  blundcrings  seemed 
more  forgivable  than  Diana’s 
shrewd  manipulation  of  the 
media  and  her  appeal  to  the 
wider  public  who  adored  her. 
Neither  of  them  seemed  to 
have  given  a  moment's 
thought  to  the  institution 


thetic  letter”  praising  his 
“saint-like  fortitude”. 

At  Royal  Ascot  the  following 
week,  Philip  for  the  first  time 
showed  hostility  towards  Di¬ 
ana,  refusing  either  to  look  at 
her  or  speak  to  her.  In  private, 
Elizabeth  and  her  son  dis¬ 
cussed  for  the  first  lime  wheth¬ 
er  he  should  take  the  initiative 
and  separate  from  his  wife.  He 
consulted  Lord  Goodman,  a 
celebrated  lawyer  and  “fixer” 
about  the  implication  of  such  a 
move,  but  for  the  moment  did 
nothing; 

At  Ascot  the  disgraced  Sa¬ 
rah  took  her  daughters  to 
wave  to  their  grandmother  as 
the  royal  procession  moved 
down  the  course  before  the 
races.  Elizabeth  waved  but 
inwardly  she  must  have  felt 
despairing  at  yet  another  pub¬ 
lic  manifestation  of  what  the 
press  now  liked  to  call  her 
“dysfunctional”  family  (on  the 
following  race  day,  Andrew 
loyally  joined  his  wife  and 
daughters  on  the  rails). 

The  royal  show  went  on  as  if 
nothing  had  happened,  but 
behind  the  scenes  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  could  have  been  cut 
with  a  knife.  Guests  at  lunch 
nored  that  Elizabeth,  unsur¬ 
prisingly.  seemed  to  be  “in  a 
pretty  bad  temper”.  There  was 
an  awkward  atmosphere  and 
before  lunch  the  Queen  stood 
alone  with  a  semicircle  of 
guests  around  her.  none  of 
whom  were  brought  up  to  talk 
to  her.  With  the  exception  of 
Blair  Stewart  Wilson,  the 
Master  of  the  Household, 
royal  staff  made  no  attempt  to 
put  the  guests  ar  their  ease. 

At  the  end  of  the 
month  the  Waleses 
attended  a  dinner  to 
celebrate  the 
Queen’s  fortieth  anniversary 
at  which  five  British  Prime 
Ministers  were  present.  In 
August,  after  a  hrief.  disas¬ 
trous  anempt  at  a  family 
holiday  on  the  Greek  million¬ 
aire  John  Latsis*  yacht,  they 
joined  the  family  at  Balmoral. 

In  the  early  days.  Elizabeth 
had  done  little  to  make  her 
daughter-in-law  feel  at  home. 
Diana,  she  quickly  realised, 
was  not  her  type  of  girl.  She 
was  turning  out  to  be  emphati¬ 
cally  not  the  country  lover 
Charles  had  thought  she  was. 
She  was  interested  in  clothes, 
pop  music,  dancing  and  shop¬ 
ping.  Horses  and  dogs,  hunt¬ 
ing.  shooting  and  fishing,  the 


royal  pastimes,  bored  her. 

"The  Queen  didn't  really 
like  Diana  very  much,”  an 
aide  said.  Later,  when  the 
Princess's  behaviour  became 
eccentric  to  the  point  of  rude¬ 
ness.  Elizabeth  simply  did  not 
understand  her. 

Although  a  kind  person,  she 
is  not  an  imaginative  one. 
Since  Buckingham  Palace  had 
never  seemed  intimidating  to 
her.  she  assumed  wrongly'  that 
Diana  would  adapt  to  its 
atmosphere.  She  was  unused 
to  close  contact  with  girls  of 
Diana's  age  and  had  little  idea 
of  how  they  might  react  to 
these  unusual  surroundings. 

Although  the  grim 
facts  of  the  marriage 
were  already  widely 
known  or  guessed  at, 
the  Prime  "Minister's 
announcement  to  the 
Commons  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1 992 of  their  sepa¬ 
ration,  which  was 
carried  on  all  the 
television  networks, 
was  still  profoundly 
shocking.  John  Ma¬ 
jor  took  pains  to 
emphasise  that,  in 
his  view,  “the  deci¬ 
sion  to  separate  has 
no  constitutional  im¬ 
plications";  The  im¬ 
plications  of  this 
statement  brought  a 
collective  gasp  from 
M  Ps.  and  no  wonder. 
It  was  nor  merely 
papering  over  the 
cracks  but  wallpa¬ 
pering  them  with 


fluffy  flock. 

The  idea"  that  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  living  apart  from  her 
husband  and  at  daggers 
drawn  with  him,  might  be 
crowned  Queen  Consort 
struck  most  people  as  absurd. 
The  bald  statement  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  succession  as 
head  of  the  Church  of  England 
was  also  unaffected,  although 
strictly  constitutionally  cor¬ 
rect,  also  required  some  swal¬ 
lowing  and  it  was  not  long 
before  leading  clerics  came  out 
publicly  to  say  so. 

Unfortunately  for  the 


Diana  was  a 
shrewd 

manipulator  of 
the  media,  with 
an  appeal  to  a 
wider  public 
who  adored  her 


Queen,  within  weeks  of  the 
announcement,  the  leaking  of 
a  taped  conversation  labelled, 
inevitably.  '‘Camillagate*'. 
made  it  quite  clear  that  Di¬ 
ana's  fears  about  Camilla 
being  her  husband's  mistress 
were  completely  justified. 
While  to  the  sophistics  led. 
Charles’s  dirty  talk  about  liv¬ 
ing  inside  his  lover's  trousers 
or  being  a  Tampax  appeared 
pathetic  and  puerile,  the  back¬ 
bone  of  middle  Britain  was 
shaken  to  the  core. 

it  was  having  its  effect  on 
the  senior  members  of  the 
family.  Even  Elizabeth,  who 
invite!  Diana  to  Sandring- 


Public  smiles:  Elizabeth  with  Charles  and  Diana  —  but  her  son’s  new  fiancee  never  felt  accepted  by  the  Palace 


ham  for  Christmas  1993.  was 
seen  to  be  “filming”  when  the 
photographers  massed  to  take 
pictures  of  Diana  and  packed 
up  as  soon  as  they  had  done 
so.  ignoring  the  rest  of  the 
family.  Although  normally  un¬ 
interested  in  publicity,  she 
now  took  their  attitude  as  a 
slight. 

Inside  the  house  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  was  tense  and  quarrel¬ 
some.  At  tea  over  Victorian 
tables  loaded  with  delicious 
cakes  and  scones,  there  were 
family  spats.  Charles,  the 
proud  father,  boasted  how 
William  had  shot  20  pheas¬ 
ants.  “That's  rubbish,”  shout¬ 
ed  Andrew,  “f  know  it  was 
only  15."  Fhilip.  who  in  the 
wake  of  the  Waleses'  separa¬ 
tion  had  written  his  son  some 
tough  and  unpalatable  letters, 
for  once  leapt  to  Charles’s 
defence:  "Andrew,  why  do  you 
always  have  to  be  so 
tiresome?” 

Easter  that  year  had  been  a 
low  point  for  Elizabeth.  For  a 
person  who  so  rarely  revealed 
her  feelings,  she  made  it  clear 
at  small  private  dinner  parries 
how  depressed  she  was  by  the 
family  situation  and  its 
repercussions. 

•  Edited  extracts  from  Eliza¬ 
beth.  A  Biography  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  to  he 
published  by  William 
Heinemann  on  January  34, 
£20. 
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Book  offer 


Copies  of  Elizabeth  can  be 
bought  by  readers  of  The 
Tories  at  a  special  prior  of 
£15  each  (posi  and  package 
free)  from  Reed  Book 
Services.  PO  Bra  5. 
Rushden.  Northani«  NNtO 
6XJ  (01933414000).  Cross 
cheques  and  make  payable 
to  Reed  Books  Services  Ltd. 
with  name  and  full  address 
un  the  back,  quoting 
reference  MJ2S.  Allow  up  to 
28  days  for  delivery  from 

January  24. 


Renewing  your  home  insurance 
in  January  and  February  ? 


If  you’re  50  or  over, 
just  see  how  much 
you  can  save  with 
Saga  -  call  us  NOW! 

You  will  know  how  expensive 
home  insurance  can  be  -  thankfully, 
if  you’re  aged  50  or  over  you  can 
benefit  from  Saga  Homecare  -  a 
superior  household  insurance  that's 
only  available  to  mature,  responsible 
people  like  you. 

Because  of  this.  Saga  Homecare 
can  offer  you  genuine  savings  over 
other  policies,  while  giving  you 
cover  that  fully  protects  your 
home  and  possessions. 

The  Saga  Price  Promise 

If  you  find  another  comparable 
policy  at  a  lower  price  within  2 
months  of  taking  out  Saga 
Homecare.  we"  11  refund  you  the 
difference. 

SAGA 

Services  Ltd 

Saga  Sen-ices  Ltd.  FREEPOST  7?  I 
Middelburc,  Square.  Folkestone  CT20  1AZ 

SagaSernr«  Lia  would  l*c  io  send  you  MfcrnvdWi  odoui  servers 
ptovtifld  by  JhB  Saga  c&mpanies  and  p3ss  ifcia*  to  ms* 
ompanies  to  to?  ift-m  to  do  so. 


•  Exclusively  for  people 
aged  50  or  over. 

•  Cover  is 
comprehensive  and 
low  cost. 

•  Free  pen  with  your 
quotation. 

•  Low  Excesses. 


Call  us  today! 

For  vour  free 
no  obligation 
quote  simply  cull 
us  on  the  number 
below.  We  will 
be  pleased  to 
answer  any  questions  you 
have  on  Saga  Homecare. 

0800 
414  525 

ext.  2166 

Lines  open  Munday  to  Friday 
9am  -  6pm.  Saturdays  9am  -  1pm 
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AndAvhy  not  ask  us  about  our  competitive 
MOTOR  INSURANCE 
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Miners’  compensation  may  lead  to  more  claims 
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White  with  anger  . 

HE  miners  have  won  their  *  than  in  men.  Dr  Caro?  Blade,  a  MM  ■ ■  Wf  I  ^  ■  I  I  I  I 

ise  to  receive  compensation  for  met: ;CT>  consultant  in  rheumatology  at  Kb/  ML.  w 


Florence  Nightingale  a|p;;‘ 


THE  miners  have  won  their  j— 
case  to  receive  compensation  for 
white  finger  disease,  also 
known  as  Raynaud's  phenome¬ 
non  of  occupational  origin  or 
vibration  induced  white  Rogers 
(VWF). 

Although  occupational  VWF 

was  first  described  in  1911.  when 
it  was  noticed  that  American 
workers  who  used  pneumatic  MEDICAL 

chisels  for  stone  cutting  devel-  RPTFCTWr; 

oped  arterial  spasm  in  their  BKiUfllNlJ 

fingers,  its  relevance  to  mining  — — 4 - 

was  only  realised  comparatively  DrThnma^ 
lately,  in  Britain  in  the  1930s  launuij 

people  who  used  pounding  otUttclIOTU 

machinery  in  boot  and  shoe  —^=2= 

factories  often  developed 
Raynaud’s.  Initially,  all  those  who  suffered  The  ea 
had  been  using  tods  which  were  power  change 
hammers.  Later,  those  like  the  miners,  who  fingers 
used  cutting  equipment  which  had  a  revolv-  The 
ing  action,  also  became  victims.  unknoi 

Any  machine  which  causes  a  rapid  suffers 
vibration  may  be  a  cause,  since  arteries  can  In  seco 
respond  adversely  to  a  wide  range  of  machir 
vibrations.  One  of 

As  well  as  shoe  workers,  stone  cutters,  disorde 
people  using  polishing  machinery  in  the  cent  of 
aerospace  industry  and  chainsaw  operators,  tissue  i 
a  host  of  other  workers  in  smaller  trades  ing  oft 
must  have  also  developed  VWF  and  can  Arteria 
expect  to  suffer  dead  painful,  useless  fingers  lungs, 
if  they  go  out  into  the  cold  or  if  they  become  and  he 
stressed.  The  miners  may  have  set  a  In  c 
precedent  for  a  great  many  claims.  seconds 

However,  there  are  more  cases  of  betabia 
Raynaud’s  in  cigarette  smokers  than  in  tracepti 
miners  and  it  is  found  more  often  in  women  other  d 


™j|  than  in  men.  Dr  Caro?  Black,  a 
consultant  in  rheumatology  at 
the  Royal  Free  Hospital 
London,  whose  great  interest  is 
Raynaud's  disease,  says  that 
there  may  be  ten  million  people 
in  tiw  United  Kingdom  who 
show  some  of  its  features.  Suf¬ 
ferers  mil  notice  that  their 
fingers  turn  white  or  blue  and 
CAL  red  The  change  in  colour,  and 
iTlVr1  with  it  a  loss  of  sensation. 
i  tingling  and  pain,  can  be  trig- 

-  gered  by  exposure  to  the  cold  or 

SM4P  emotional  stress, 
r 11  J  The  symptoms  are  the  result 

lord  of  spann  in  the  small  arteries  in 
the  fingers  and  occasionally 
arteries  in  other  extremities. 
The  ear.  nose  and  tongue  may  show  similar 
changes.  Repeated  attacks  may  leave  the 
fingers  looking  shiny,  smooth  and  daw-like. 

The  cause  of  this  primary  Raynaud’s  is 
unknown  and  as  many  as  90  per  cent  of 
sufferers  are  female,  usually  young  women, 
in  secondary  Raynaud's  the  use  of  vibrating 
machinery  is  only  one  of  the  many  causes. 
One  of  the  most  important  is  the  rheumatic 
disorder  systemic  sclerosis,  afflicting  10  per 
cent  of  all  sufferers  with  progressive  loss  of 
tissue  in  their  fingers,  coupled  with  tighten¬ 
ing  of  the  skin  in  the  fingers  and  on  the  face. 
Arterial  changes  in  the  vessels  leading  to  the 
lungs,  oesophagus,  intestinal  trad,  kidney 
and  heart  can  also  occur. 

In  other  instances  Raynaud's  can  be 
secondary  to  the  use  of  drugs  including 
betablockers,  nicotine  and  oral  con¬ 
traceptives.  and  to  a  wide  variety  of 
other  diseases. 


A 


missed 


Facing  a  shock 
in  the  mirror 

n  ONE  OF  my  patients  is  a 
personable  but  lough  Scottish 
.  -/  international  salesman.  He 
attributes  his  success  to  his 
'•  open  face  and  ready  smile. 
One  night  last  autumn  he 
went  to  bed  suffering  from  a 

- — slight  cold.  Next  morning  he 

was  horrified  to  find  that  half  his  face  was 
paralysed:  one  of  his  eyes  would  not  dose 
properly  and  his  enriching  smile  was 
replaced  by  a  lop-sided  grimace  and  drooling 
mouth.  He  had  Bell’s  palsy,  paralysis  of  the 
musdes  supplied  by  the  fecial  nerve. 

Although  the  onset  of  the  palsy  is  often 
associated  with  a  cough,  cold  or  minor 
infection,  the  root  cause  is  unknown,  but  the 
possibility  that  it  follows  a  viral  infection  has 
always  been  considered  likely.  Now  research¬ 
ers  in  Japan  suggest  that  the  cause  is  the 
herpes  simplex  vims,  which  is  responsible  for 
the  common  cold  sore  and  genital  herpes. 
They  report  in  the  Annals  of  Internal 
Medicine  finding  evidence  of  herpetic  infec¬ 
tion  in  J1  out  of  14  cases  of  Bell’s  palsy.  It  is 
suggested  that  treatment  should  indude 
acydovir.  an  anti-viral  agent,  together  with 
heavy  doses  of  steroids. 


Alarms  about 
heavy  metals 


IN  Stradbroke.  Suffolk,  there 
is  a  worry  about  lead  in  the 
glazing  on  porcelain  beer 
mugs:  in  America  anxiety 
still  centres  on  mercury  in 
tooth  fillings.  Whatever  its 
nature,  concern  about  heavy- 
metal  poisoning  has  been  a 
source  of  alarm  for  centuries.  Dental  sur¬ 
geons  deny  that  the  standard  amalgam 
filling,  a  mercury  alloy,  can  result  in  mercury 
poisoning:  and  sdentific  evidence  supports 
them.  But  in  America,  demand  for  gold 
fillings  rose  by  almost  20  per  cent  last  year. 

Popular  mythology  suggests  that  chronic 
mercury  poisoning  from  tooth  fillings  can 
undermine  a  person's  sex  life,  min  their  gums 
and  cause  loss  of  memory.  In  the  past  30 
years  there  have  been  major  outbreaks  of 
poisoning  from  eating  Osh  caught  in  mercu¬ 
ry-polluted  seas  or  bread  made  from  seeds 
sprayed  with  mercury  dressings. 

Chronic  mercury  poisoning  causes  a  stag¬ 
gering  walk,  a  tremor,  difficulty  in  speaking, 
sore  gums  and  mouth,  and  a  loss  of  intellect. 
The  term  “mad  as  a  hatter”  comes  from  the 
insanity  that  used  to  afflict  hat-makers  who 
used  mercury  in  preparing  felt 


diagnosis  can  be 
serious.  Dr 
James  LeFanu 
on  the  illnesses 
that  often  get 
overlooked 

IT  IS  A  great  misfortune  to  be 
afflicted  by  some  malady  for 
which  neither  doctors  nor 
their  panoply  of  sophisticated 
tests  can  find  a  cailse.  Sooner 
or  later  it  will  be  made  dear 
that,  as  they  can  find  nothing 
wrong,  the  symptoms  must  be 
psychosomatic  or  a  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  hypochondriasis.  But 
what  if  this  verdict  is  wrong? 
The  consequences  are  well 
illustrated  by  two  cases,  the 
first  of  which.  Florence  Night¬ 
ingale,  is  remembered  as  one 
of  history's  more  famous 
invalids. 

The  reputation  of  this  re¬ 
markable  woman  has  always 
suffered  from  the  charge  that 
her  personal  life  was  the 
antithesis  of  the  virtues  she 
promoted  in  public.  Her  aims 
may  have  been  loving  and 
humanitarian,  her  adminis¬ 
trative  gifts  exceptional,  her 
writings  a  masterpiece  of  lu¬ 
cidity  and  common  sense,  but 
her  personal  relationships 
were  odd  and  her  attitude  to 
others  tyrannical. 


These  personality  traits 
became  particularly 
marked  after  her  re¬ 
turn  from  the  Crimea 
at  the  age  of  37,  when  she 
became  a  chronic  invalid, 
rarely  rising  from  her  bed.  It 
has  been  alleged  by  her  biog¬ 
raphers  that  this  was  a  sophis¬ 
ticated  form  of  malingering,  a 
means  by  which  she  could  the 
better  manipulate  those 
around  her. 

“Her  indeterminate  illness¬ 
es  did  not  give  her  doctors 
much  to  work  on,"  observes 
the  historian.  Professor  F.  B. 
Smith.  “It  remains  indisput¬ 
able  that  whenever  Miss 
Nightingale  announced  her¬ 
self  to  be  ill.  she  was  busy." 

History,  it  seems,  owes  Miss 
Nightingale  an  apology.  Her 
illness  was  genuine,  the  cause 
of  not  only  great  physical 
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Natural 

Healthcare 


Starve  a  fever,  feed  a  cold  -  traditional  advice 
(or  colds  and  fiu.  But  that's  not  alL 
Traditionally,  high  strength  garlic  has  also 
been  prized  for  its  ability  to  help  relieve 
the  symptoms  of  the  common  cold.  And 
there's  no  more  effective,  convenient,  and 
socially  discreet  way  to  benefit  from  the 
goodness  of  garlic  than  Hotels  one-a-djy. 
Available  with  or  without  added  parsley, 
Hofels  one-a-day  can  usually  be  found  right 
under  your  nose  since  it's  available  from 
stockists  everywhere. 


After  her  return  from  Crimea.  Florence  Nightingale  became  a  chronic  invalid.  But  heriDness  was  genuine 


distress  but  also  of  a  profound 
melancholia  which,  together, 
more  than  explain  the  change 
tn  her  personality. 

The  vital  due,  argues  Dr 
Davjd  Young,  formerly  princi¬ 
pal  scientist  at  the  Wellcome 
Foundation,  lies  in  the  severe 
feverish  illness  to  which  she 
succumbed  while  in  the  Cri¬ 
mea  and  which  left  her  emaci¬ 
ated,  pale  and  extremely  weak. 
Though  labelled  Crimean  Fe¬ 
ver  at  the  .time,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  this  was  __ ___ 

brucellosis,  caused 
by  milk  contami-  fc'Xll6 
na  ted  with  the  bru¬ 
cella  .bacterium  cllll 

which,  though  rare 
in  Britain,  remains 
an  occupational  •U1 

hazard,  esperially 
for  farmers.  ac 

After  the  acute  *r 

illness,  brucella  k-TU 

persists  in  the  p 

body.  According  to  1“’ 

Dr  Young,  the  de-  ^ 

script! on  of  Miss 
Ni^itingale’s  invalidity  on  her 
return  to  England  is  consistent 
with  the  chronic  form  of  the 
infection,  punctuated  by  re¬ 
lapses  every  few  years. 

Brucella  attacks  the  nerves 
and  joints,  especially  of  the 
lower  badu  leading  to  severe 
and  at  times  incapacitating 
pain.  It  can  also  cause  less 
specific  symptoms  which  may 
be  misinterpreted  as  psychoso¬ 
matic.  including  depression, 
loss  of  appetite,  palpitations 
and  nervous  tremors. 


The  vital 
clue  lies 
in  her 
severe 
Crimean 
fever' 


Following  a  relapse  in  1861. 
Miss  Nightingale  was  bed¬ 
ridden  for  the  next  six.  years 
with  spinal  pain  so  severe  she 
was  unable  to  change  position, 
and  which  was  eventually  only 
relieved  by  opium  injections. 

Finally,  around  the  age  of 
60.  the  illness  burnt  itself  out 
“Gone  was  the  cold,  obsessed 
tyrant  who  rejected  as  inade- 
'  quale  the  devoted  services  of 
her  closest  allies."  Dr  Young 
observes.  “As  her  character 
blossomed  in  its 
.  benevolence,  this 

Vital  emaciated  woman 

became  a  dignified, 
lipe  stout  old  lady  .with 

a  large  good-liu- 
p-r-  moured  face." 

1  1  Nowadays,  bru- 

cellosis  can  be.  di- 
c  agnosed  with  anti- 

p_n  body  tests  and 

Icctll  cured  with  anobi- 

,  otics,  but  some- 

er  times  -  the 

symptoms  of  a 
chronic  infection 
can  be  dismissed  as  hypo¬ 
chondriasis. 

As  the  editor  of  the  Finnish 
Medical  Journal,  Dr  Bdca 
Vartiovaara  had  excellent 
medical  connections  but  they 
proved  to  be  of  little  help 
when,  in  1987.  he  developed  a 
range  of  puzzling  symptoms.  It 
started  with  pains  in  the  joints, 
followed  by  a  permanent  sen¬ 
sation  of  cold,  then  an  alter¬ 
ation  in  the  sensation  of  the 
skin  and  deteriorating  eye¬ 
sight  Possibilities  such  as 


multiple  sclerosis  and  brain 
cancer  were  considered,  alarm 
with  other  illnesses,  but  aS 
scans  and  tests  proved, 
negative.  . 


He  recalls  in  The 
Lancet  “I  knew  I 
was  seriously,  fll, 
but  transferring 
this  belief  to  my  colleagues 
was  not  easy:  I  feft  nrysdf 
gradually  beaming  a  ‘prob¬ 
lem  patient'.  The  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  of  my  doctors  could  be 
dearly  read  between  the  lines, 
in  their  words  and  the  furrows 
an  tfreir  feces.  Eventually,  tire 
hospital  said  there  was.  noth¬ 
ing  more  they  could  da" 

But  his  luck  had  not  com¬ 
pletely  run  out.  Dr  Vartio¬ 
vaara  mentioned  •  to  '  an 
American  correspondent  how, 
test  before  the  start  of  his 
Alness,  lie  had  beat  bitten  bya. 
bed-bug  while  attending  an ' 
international  conference  in 
Vancouver.  She  immediately 
suggested  lyme  disease  — 


caused  by  the  tick-borne  bacte¬ 
rium  Borrelia  burghdorferi. 
“Soon  afterwards  I  found  my¬ 
self  in  hospital.  1  still  felt 
awful,  but  also  good  because  1 
knew  why  J  was  so  ill” 

'  Lyme  disease  is!  cnrable 
with  high  doses  of  antibiotics 
injected  directly  into  the  vein, 
but '  for  Dr  Vartfovaara  the 
delay  in  his  diagnosis  proved 
.to  have  been  too  long  as  the 
bacterium  had  already  caused 
irreparable  damage: 

Lyme  disease  and  brucello¬ 
sis  have  much  in  common. 
After  the  acute  phase,  they 
tend  to  attack  the  muscles  and 
nerves  causing  pain  which, 
though  only  too  obvious  to  the 
sufferer,  may  be  difficult  far 
others  to  interpret  They  also 
cause  irritability  and  depres¬ 
sion  which  can  convince  doc- 
tore  that  the  problem  lies  in 
the  mind  rather  than  the  body. 
But  the  consequences  of  felling 
to  make  the  correct  diagnosis 
can  be  devastating  —  as  these 
two  examples  show. 


Back  Pain? 

Painful  Sleep? 

Your  sleeping  posture  is  more 
important  than  you  think. 


OLIVER 

SACKS 

‘Astounding  tales  from  the  unexplored 
jungles  of  the  human  mindT 

*  Indrpmdent 

OUT  NOW  IN  PAPERBACK  . 


Tension  free  sleep  is  vital  to  y<mr  health. 


The  Tempur  Mattress  and  Pillow  mould  to  ike  body 
resulting  in  optimum  distribution  of  pressure. 


SI.KF.P  ()\  ri  I  dm 
M(.n  i  s  \vn  n  <  omim  i  1 1- 
B  U’k  (il  Alt  \NTEE 

...  yon  can  onfv  «■;'» 


The  Tempur  Mattress  and  Pillow  are  recommended  by 
mote  dan  15/300  medical  professional 


Please  send  ok  details  on  the  Tempur  Mattress  & 
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Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 
on  the  latest  political  storm 

A  slip  which 
could  cost  Dole 
the  presidency 


THE  BUZZARDS  that 
■have  swathed  Washington 
in  3ft  of  snow  daimed  their 
most  political  victim  this 
week  when  Elizabeth  Dole, 
wife  of  the  leading  Repub¬ 
lican  presidential '  candi¬ 
date.  slipped  on  ice  and 
fractured  her  wrist  while 
out  walking  the  dog. 

For  Mis  Dole,  who  has 
briefly  left  the  presidency 
of  the  American  Red  Cross 
to  pursue  her  husband's 
Goal  attempt  at  the  White 
House,  the  injury  has 
proved  a  minor  irritation 
that  should  heal  in  time  for 
the  campaigning  ahead. 

A  simultaneous  political 
storm,  emerging  from  a 
long  career  that  has  left  a 
trail  of  policy  decisions  and 
private  financial  transac¬ 
tions,  is  unlikely  to  blow 
away  with  such  ease. 

Already  The  New  Yorker 
magazine  has  turned  its 
spotlight  on  her  past,  sug¬ 
gesting  she  had  benefited 
financially  from  special 
treatment  because  of  the 
political  activities  of  her 
husband.  Sena¬ 
tor  Robert  Dole. 

Elizabeth  Dole 
at  59  is  fast  be¬ 
coming  the 
most  compel¬ 
ling  feature  of 
her  spouse's 
campaign,  the 
Republican  an¬ 
swer  to  Hillary 
Clinton. 

Before  the 
fracture,  Mrs 
Dole  had 
started  a  tour  of 
the  countiy.  Not,  as  in  Mrs 
Clinton's  case,  to  promote  a 
soul-searching  book  on 
children  and  consciously 
deflate  an  image  of  hard¬ 
ened  harridan,  but  rather 
to  insist  on  a  new  role  for 
America's  First  Lady. 

At  each  stop,  after  a 
reading  of  the  impressive 
credentials  of  the  only 
woman  to  serve  in  separate 
Cabinet  posts  for  different 
Administrations,  hosts 
would  introduce  Mrs  Dole 
with  the  identical  mantra: 
"She  plans  to  return  to  her 
post  as  president  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  upon 
her  husband's  election." 

Mrs  Dole;  married  for  20 
years  to  the  current  Senate 
majority  leader,  puts  it 
slightly  differently.  “There 
will  be  two  President  Doles 
if  Bob  is  elected.  He  will  be 
President  of  the  United 
States,  and  ill  be  president 
of  the  Red  Cross." 

While  some  see  Mrs 
Dole's  approach  as  refresh¬ 
ing,  it  has  already  created 
its  own  set  of  problems  and 
conflicts  of  interest 


Elizabeth  Dole 


The  New  Yorker  contro¬ 
versy.  raising  issues  that 
surfaced  during  Mr  Dole's 
presidential  campaign  in 
1988,  centres  on  David 
Owen,  for  20  years  one  of 
the  senator's  closest  aides 
in  Kansas  before  he  was 
convicted  of  tax  fraud. 

He  spent  much  of  that 
time  managing  Mrs  Dole's 
personal  investments,  plac¬ 
ing  them  in  a  blind  trust 
while  she  served  in  govern¬ 
ment  The  magazine  sug¬ 
gests  that  Mrs  Dole  was 
given  special  treatment  on 
several  occasions. 

Mrs  Dole  has  dismissed 
the  allegations  and  Mr 
Owen  has  said  she  was  not 
actually  told  of  blind-trust 
investments  prior  to  any 
transaction. 

The  Doles  have  made 
every  attempt  to  minimise 
the  relationship  they  once 
had  with  .  Mr  Owen,  a 
course  strikingly  similar  to 
that  taken  by  the  Clintons 
with  once-favoured  asso¬ 
ciates  in  Arkansas. 

More  than  that,  the  reve¬ 
lations  have 
come  at  a  time 
when  American 
politics  is  being 
governed  by  se¬ 
mantics.  If  pun¬ 
dits  throughout 
the  country  are 
debating  wheth¬ 
er  60  hours  of 
work  in  Arkan¬ 
sas  by  Hillary 
Clinton  can  be 
described  as 
“minimal”, 
should  not  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Dole,  a  trained  law¬ 
yer  with  top-flight  degrees 
from  Duke  and  Harvard 
who  spent  time  at  Oxford, 
be  expected  to  read  her 
own  financial  statements? 

This  may  be  the  first 
electoral  reminder  that  be¬ 
neath  the  charming  south¬ 
ern  veneer  of  Elizabeth 
Dole  lies  an  ambition  that 
has  already  taken  her  to  the 
top  of  the  departments  of 
transportation  and  labour, 
as  well  as  the  American 
Red  Cross.  She  has 
harboured  ambitions  for 
the  presidency  as  well  as 
the  vice-presidency  and. 
since  student  days,  has 
wanted  to  be  married  to  the 
President  of  the  United 
States. 

Until  now,  die  woman 
described  by  Lyndon  B. 
Johnson  as  “a  sugar-coated 
magnolia"  has  managed  to 
disguise  her  single-minded 
intent,  but  just  as  conserva¬ 
tive  America  thought  it  had 
seen  the  back  of  one  dab¬ 
bling  First  Lady,  another  is 
apparently  waiting  diame- 
I  eon-1  ike  in  the  wings. 


How  I  wrote  the  book,  got 
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little  did 
Valerie  Grove 
know  how  big 
an  impart 
writing  Dodie 
Smith’s 
biography 
would  have  on 
her  own  life 

"I  WRITE  THIS  sitting  in  the 

kitchen  sink."  Until  recently  1 
had  never  read  the  famous 
opening  line  of  Dodie  Smith'S 
I  Capture  the  Castle ,  but 
every  woman  1  met  (and 
several  men)  had.  It  had  been 
in  print  for  45  years,  a  favour¬ 
ite  with  young  girls  and  their 
mothers.  Antonia  Fraser  told 
me  it  contained  the  most  erotic 
scene  ever  written;  Armistead 
Maupin  based  a  novel  on  its 
format;  and  even  the  unro- 
mantic  Alan  Brien  (the  least 
sentimental  man  in  the  world, 
as  his  wife  Jill  Tweed  ie  said) 
thought  it  a  strangely  beguil¬ 
ing  work. 

Then  l  was  asked  to  write 
Dodie  Smiths  biography  by 
the  novelist  Julian  Barnes,  her 
literary  executor. 

I  had  imagined  the  dog- 
loving  Dodie  to  be  a  sweet 
little  old  lady,  the  author  of 
1930s  plays  like  Dear  Octo¬ 
pus .  later  an  admired 
autobiographer  of  her  flapper- 
girl  youth  on  the  stage,  and  as 
a  salesgirl  at  Heat’s  in  the 
1920s. 

Early  in  1991  I  happened  to 
be  interviewing  Gwen  Ffrang- 
con-Davies  on  her  100th  birth¬ 
day.  for  The  Times.  After 
leaving  her  cottage  I  was 
driven  back  to  Audley  End 
station,  and  we  passed  a 
thatched  cottage,  closed  and 
shuttered:  That  was  Dodie 
Smith's  house."  She  had  died 
six  months  before.  "What  hap¬ 
pened  to  her  last  dalmatian?"  1 
asked.  1  was  told  that  Charley 
had  died  of  a  broken  heart 

A  few  months  later  Julian 
Barnes  rang.  The  hall  of  his 
house  was  now  cluttered  with 
Dodie*s  papers,  to  be  shipped 
to  Boston  University.  Carmen 
CalllL  Julian  said  wanted  to 
publish  a  biography.  She  told 
me:  “Read  I  Capture  the 
Castle,  then  you'll  do  it" 

She  was  right  l  was  capti¬ 
vated  like  so  many  others  from 
page  two,  where  Rose,  the 
more  beautiful  of  the  two 
sisters  who  live  in  penury  in  a 
Suffolk  castle,  says  she  will  go 
on  the  streets  if  necessary,  to 
make  some  money,  and  Cas¬ 
sandra  retorts  briskly  that  she 
can’t  very  well  go  on  the 
streets  in  the  depths  of  Suffolk. 
It  was  sharp  and  witty  and  full 
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PREMIER  W800  WASHING  MACHINE 
MRP  £795  SAVE  CAS 
NOW  £750 


S3 101  VACUUM  CLEANER 
MRP  £159  SAVE  £10 
NOW  £149 


G595SC  DISHWASHER 
MRP  £1,200  SAVE  £201 
NOW  £999 


KI348S  LARDER  REFRIGERATOR 
MRP  £375  SAW  £26 
NOW  £349 


WORKS  OF  ART  THAT  ARE  NOW  PRICELESS 


Anything  else  Is  a  compromise 

Sale  ends  2Wi  Febnury  1‘Wfi  For  dctriU  oTulc  models  idJ  your  nrava  Mirfc  "TocluL  plcnc  telephone  >ul  235)  5>H!M 


Dodie  Smith  and  Charley,  her  last  dog:  nagged  by  her  lost  fame,  she  wrote  The  Hundred  and  One  Dalmatians  in  a  state  of  furious  resentment 


of  bizarre  characters  —  and  I 
knew  that  Dodie  herself  would 
be  an  interesting  character. 

1  did  not  realise  how  inter¬ 
esting.  After  reading  all  her 
books  and  meeting  her  surviv¬ 
ing  friends.  I  got  to  snow¬ 
bound  Boston  in  February 
1994.  Her  diaries,  which  ran  to 
millions  of  words,  revealed 
that  the  lover  she  had  called 
"Oliver"  in  her  published 
memoirs  was  in  fact  Sir  Am¬ 
brose  Heal,  the  Terence 
Conran  of  his  day.  He  already 
had  a  wife  and  a  rather  grand 
mistress.  Lady  Maufe.  but 
Dodie  told  him  shamelessly 
she  would  be  content  with 
“crumbs  from  a  rich  man's 
table".  The  character  of  “a 
young  girl  poised  between 
childhood  and  adultery"  re¬ 
surfaced  again  and  again  in 
her  novels. 

There  was  also  the  fag- 
haggery.  Dodie’s  tirde  of 
friends  were  almost  all  gay: 
Isherwood,  John  van  Druten, 
Noel  and  Btnkie  etc.  She 
preferred  her  menfolk  un¬ 
trammelled  by  wives  and 
children  —  she  never  wanted 
children  herself.  Isherwood 
regarded  her  as  one  of  the  few 
people  he  could  discuss  his 
work  with.  When  she  came 
home  from  her  long  exile  in 
America,  she  became  fascinat¬ 
ed  by  Julian  Barnes,  who 
arrived  in  1969  at  her  cottage 
aged  22,  a  friend  of  her 
husband's  half-sister  Laurien: 
hence  his  literary  executor¬ 
ship. 

Several  reviewers  have 
remarked  on  what  an 
unsympathetic  crea¬ 
ture  Dodie  was  — 
selfish,  egotistical  nagged  by 
her  lost  fame  and  success 
when  plays  like  Dear  Octopus 
were  superseded  by  angry 
young  playwrights.  But  for  a 
biographer  this  was  a  rich 
vein.  It  was  in  a  state  of  furious 
resentment  that  she  wrote  The 
Hundred  and  One  Dalma¬ 
tians  in  1956.  When  Disney 
bought  it  for  his  cartoon  film, 
one  of  the  most  successful  and 
money-spinning  ever,  it  kept 
her  going  financially  for  years. 
And  Pongo  and  C  rued  a  de  Vil 
have  joined  the  immortals  of 
children’s  literature. 

There  are  two  cheering  post¬ 
scripts  to  my  story  of  a  story¬ 
teller. 

The  first  was  that  the  mo¬ 
ment  I  finished  the  book.  I 
acquired  a  dalmatian  puppy 
whom  we  named  Beezle 
(Dodie’S  married  name  was 
Beesley)  who  happens  to  be 
the  bat-looking,  best-narured 
dog  in  the  world.  • 


The  other  postscript  is  cine¬ 
matographic.  When  the  origi¬ 
nal  Disney  dalmatians 
cartoon  came  out  in  1961 
Dodie  wrote  to  Walt,  peevishly 
complaining  about  the  small¬ 
ness  of  her  credit  at  the  end.  "If 
you  write  me  another  of  your 
cute  little  stories,"  Disney 
wrote  back.  "I  will  see  that 
your  credit  is  plenty  large." 
Dodie  at  once  sent  him  / 
Capture  the  Castle  —  it  had 
been  optioned  many  times 
since  its  publication  in  1949  — 
which  Disney  snapped  up  for 
$5(X000  as  a  vehicle  for 
Hayley  Mills.  But  although 
screenplays  were  written. 


tire  film  was  never  made. 

At  last,  while  I  was  writing 
the  book.  Dodie’s  estate  man¬ 
aged  to  exchange  the  rights  to  / 
Capture  the  Castle  for  Dis¬ 
ney’s  right  to  remake  101 
Dalmatians. 

When  I  heard  this, 
last  February,  I 
wrote  to  the  film 
director  Mike 
Newell,  who  was  in  Holly¬ 
wood  because  of  Four  Wed¬ 
dings  and  a  Funeral's  Oscar 
nominations.  1  picked  Newell 
because  he  had  used  my 
drawing-room  to  shoot  a  scene 
of  a  previous  succ£s  fou  of  his. 


Enchanted  ApriL  I  thought  he 
dealt  beautifully  with  Eliza¬ 
beth  von  Amim's  exquisite 
novel  about  four  women  who 
leave  dreary  London  for  an 
Italian  palazro.  and  I  thought 
he  might  work  a  similar 
translation  to  the  screen  for 
Dodie'S  oddly  beguiling  little 
masterpiece. 

Last  week  I  heard  the  thrill¬ 
ing  news  that  Mark  Shivas 
has  secured  I  Capture  the 
Castle  as  a  feature  film  for 
BBC  Films,  and  Mike  Newdl 
is  indeed  going  to  direct  it.  L 
wonder  who  will  play  the  17- 
year-old  Cassandra?  A  terrific 
role  for  some  budding  mega¬ 


star.  (In  1954,  when  it  had  a 
brief  run  as  a  play  at  the 
Aldwych  Theatre.  Cassandra 
was  played  by  Virginia  Mc¬ 
Kenna,  who  won  plaudits  even 
from  hard-hearted  critics  like 
Ken  Tynan.) 

We  shall  see.  It  is  certainly 
going  to  be  a  very  good  year 
for  Dodie  Smith  —  her  cente¬ 
nary  year.  And  she  would 
have  loved  seeing  /  Capture 
the  Castle  on  screen  at  last. 

•  Dear  Dodie  by  Valerie  Grave 
published  this  week  by  Chat  in  £< 
Windus  at  £20.  There  is  a 
Kaleidoscope  Special  on  Dothc 
Smith  on  Radio  •/.  Satuniav 
7.30pm 
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Drinking  himself  to 
-  an  Oscai?  Nicolas 
Cage's  performance 
.  inXeavmgLaS  ;  . 
Vegas  is  reviewed 
I-  by  Geoff  Brown 
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Brother  have  the  best  selling 
range  of  6ppm 
laser  printers  in  the  UK. 

(Shouldn't  that  tell  you  something?) 


It  should  tell  you  char  if  you  buy  a  firoeber  HL-600  series 
laser  printer,  you've  made  the  right  choice. 

What?  You  need  mote  convincing? 

Well  they  offer  truly  high  performance,  a  superfast  first 
page  out  coupled  wich  six  page  per  minute  output. 
They  are  fully  networkable  and  happy  printing  directly 
from  both  Windows  and  DOS  environments. 

They  are  jam  packed  with  features  too.  many  more  than 
we  have  room  for  here,  just  look  at  tbe  panel  cm  the  right. 

Still  not  convinced?  PC  Magazine  were,  they  awarded 
the  HL-630  the  coveted  title  of  Best  Printer. 

Now,  doesn't  that  tell 
you  something? 


Call  now  on  0345  535  100 


Quoting  Rdi  TMD22 


brother. 
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Government 
by  patriots, 
not  quislings 

Max  Beloff  calls  for  a  coalition 
against  European  federalism 

We  find  ourselves,  at  have  a  Government  which  has 
the  beginning  of  arrived  painfully  at  a  full 
1996,  in  a  very  mud-  understanding  of  what  is 


MOSES  COMING  DOWN  FROM  MOUNT  SINAI 


We  find  ourselves,  at 
the  beginning  of 
1996,  in  a  very  mud¬ 
dled  political  situation,  in 
which  serious  argument  has 
little  place  and  much  time  and 
energy  are  devoted  to  shadow- 
boxing,  both  between  parties 
and  within  them.  One  reason 
is  that  the  commentators  on 
whan  we  rely  to  explain  what 
is  going  on  are  inhibited  by  a 
political  vocabulary  which 
does  not  fit  the  current  picture. 
Why.  after  alL  should  we, 
more  than  200 years  after  they 
were  first  coined  in  relation  to 
France's  revolutionary  assem¬ 
bly.  go  on  using  “Left”  and 
“Right",  as  though  all  the 
issues  that  divide  us  could 
conveniently  be  encompassed 
by  these  terms?  They  barely 
help  with  understanding  the 
Labour  Party;  they  make  no 
sense  at  ail  when  applied  to 
the  Conservatives. 

The  reason  is  not  just  the 
passage  of  time,  but  the  fact 
that  the  all-important  question 
of  the  day  to  which  answers 
are  required  concerns  Brit¬ 
ain^  relations  with  the  rest  of 
Europe.  How  that  question  is 
answered  determines  every¬ 
thing  else.  The  fact  that 
"Europe"  usually  appears 
quite  low  down  when  the 
voters  are  polled  on  what  they 

think  of  as  most  _ 

important  merely 
indicates  that  our  We  1 
leaders  have  not  so  , 
far  managed  to  ex-  Uanj 

plain  why  this  ques-  i 

non  is  so  crucial  —  lOaUl 

though  there  is 
same  evidence  that, 
both  here  and  on  free 

the  Continent,  un- 
derstanding  of  the 
matter  is  beginning  to  make 
strides. 

The  reason  the  importance 
of  the  issue  is  still  underesti¬ 
mated  is  that  a  question 
cutting  across  lines  of  class 
and  party  is  very  rare  and 
usually  confined  to  wartime. 
The  fashionable  comparison 
of  divisions  in  the. Conserva¬ 
tive  Party  to  the  Com  Law 
crisis  of  the  1840s  is  absurd. 
That  crisis  was  the  product  of 
circumstances  and  personal¬ 
ities  unique  to  that  juncture  in 
the  nation's  affairs.  The  deci¬ 
sion  to  embark  upon  a  policy 
of  free  trade  had  repercussions 
upon  other  political  derisions 
still  to  come,  but  it  did  not 
determine  them. 

The  question  raised  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  Britain’s  European  role 
is  of  another  order  of  magni¬ 
tude.  It  is  the  kind  of  question 
that  nations  usually  confront 
only  when  at  war.  The  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  a  country  overrun  by  a 
conqueror  have  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  accepting  his  authority 
(collaboration)  and  denying  it 
(resistance  in  the  hope  of 
liberation).  The  arguments 
can  be  ambiguous  in  their 
translation  into  action,  as  the 
recent  reminders  of  the  late 
Francois  Mitterrand's  role  in 
the  Vichy  period  have  made 
abundantly  plain. 

What  is  dear  also  is  that  all 
other  questions  of  policy  fall 
into  abeyance  for  the  con¬ 
quered  nation,  since  its  poli¬ 
cies  will  be  determined  by  the 
will  of  the  conqueror.  From 
Napoleon's  Europe  to  Hitler’s 
Europe,  the  lesson  is  the  same. 
If  that  is  not  understood  in 
Britain  today,  it  is  only 
because  Britain's  fighting  men 
saved  this  country  from  both 
experiences.  We  seem  to  breed 
quislings  in  peacetime. 

After  long  experience,  we 


We  are  in 
danger  of 
losing  our 
national 
freedom 


have  a  Government  which  has 
arrived  painfully  at  a  full 
understanding  of  what  is 
really  at  stake.  If  we  were 
to  accept  the  views  of  Jac¬ 
ques  Santer,  the  European 
Commission  President,  on 
what  the  forthcoming  inter¬ 
governmental  conference 
(1GC)  should  do  —  and  in 
particular  the  extension  of 
majority  voting  —  and  if 
Britain  were  to  accept  entry 
into  a  single  currency,  we 
would  have  surrendered  our 
remaining  powers  of  demo¬ 
cratic  decision-making  in  two 
vital  aspects.  Both  our  legisla¬ 
tive  capacity  and  our  control 
over  foreign  and  defence  pol¬ 
ity  would  have  been  given  up 
to  bodies  in  which  we  would 
have  only  a  minority  voice. 

Entry  into  the  proposed 
single  currency  would  mean 
that  no  future  British  gov¬ 
ernment  would  be  able  to  have 
either  a  monetary  or  a  fiscal 
policy  of  its  owtl  Since  Conser¬ 
vative  governments  would  not 
have  the  freedom  to  follow 
their  own  preferences  and 
Labour  governments  would  be 
equally  constrained,  it  would 
hardly  matter  whether  the 
dominant  mood  was  for  the 
"Right”  or  for  the  “Left". 

No  doubt  there  are  individ¬ 
uals  in  all  three  of  our  parties 
_  who  would  not  ob¬ 
ject  to  this  outcome; 
re  in  but  they  can  only  ! 

r  preserve  their  polit¬ 
er  OI  ical  role  by.  indulg- 

y  r  ingin  obfuscation — 

■3  pretending  that  one 

3nal  could  have  and 

maintain  a  single 
lom  currency  while  al- 

______  lowing  individual 

governments  to  de¬ 
ride  upon  interest  rates  or  the 
levels  of  taxation.  But  experi¬ 
ence  makes  it  unlikely  that 
they  can  continue  to  maintain 
their  credibility. 

What  happens,  how¬ 
ever.  if  at  the  IGC 
and  the  future  Euro¬ 
pean  summits  Britain  proves 
to  be  isolated?  It  will  then 
become  a  question  of  whether 
the  effort  to  remain  within  the 
European  Union,  if  it  survives, 
is  still  worth  making.  It  may 
be  that,  before  the  aid  of  the 
century,  a  British  government 
will  be  obliged  to  embark 
upon  the  difficult  task  of 
disentangling  itself  from  the 
Treaties  of  Rome  and  Maas¬ 
tricht  in  order  to  work  out  a 
new  —  and  one  hopes  happier 
—  relationship  with  its 
neighbours. 

It  is  likely  (opinion  polls 
notwithstanding)  that  the 
problem  will  be  confronted 
initially  by  a  Conservative 
government.  But  the  issue  is  so 
serious  that  it  might  prove 
more  desirable  for  the  final 
steps  to  be  taken  by  a  National 
government,  in  which  ele¬ 
ments  in  the  Labour  Party 
who  would  still  wish  to  see 
Britain  seif-governing  could 
be  brought  into  a  Cabinet 
which  would  have  this  as  its 
sole  or  major  task. 

To  prepare  for  such  an 
eventuality  and  to  follow  what 
is  actually  happening  in  Eur¬ 
ope  and  beyond,  rather  than 
repeating  the  empty  rhetoric  of 
a  generation  ago.  seems  to  be 
the  proper  task  for  the  coming 
years  of  all  those  to  whom 
British  identify  is  more  than 
an  empty  shell. 

Lord  Beloff s  book  Britain  and 
European  Union:  A  Dialogue 
of  the  Deaf  mil  be  published 
in  the  summer. 


The  tiger  and  the  dragon 


Hong  Kong  is  one  of  the 
great  cities  of  the  world  at 
a  peak  moment  in  its  his¬ 
tory.  Rome  at  the  time  of 
the  Emperor  Augustus.  Venice  in  the 
age  of  Titian,  London  in  the  year  of 
Waterloo.  New  York  in  the  Roaring 
Twenties  must  all  have  had  this 
heady  feeling  of  unlimited  energy,  of 
being  the  city  of  the  future.  The 
energy  seems  never  to  cease,  by  day 
or  night  1  awoke  early  on  my  first 
morning  here;  the  clock  on  the  Star 
Ferry  terminal  was  showing  6.15am. 
well  before  dawn;  the  Hong  Kong 
traffic  was  almost  as  busy  as  at 
midday.  Modem  Hong  Kong  makes 
any  European  city  seem  feeble  by 
comparison.  It  is  the  strongest  pos¬ 
sible  symbol  of  the  rise  of  Asia. 

Yet  Hong  Kong  faces  an  imminent 
event  which  no  world  city,  when  ris¬ 
ing  to  the  height  of  its  power,  has  ever 
had  to  experience  before.  On  July  1. 
1997,  just  18  months  away,  the  sover¬ 
eign  power  will  pass  from  Britain  to 
China.  This  transfer  will  occur  with¬ 
out  the  people  of  Hong  Kong  being 
consulted,  without  the  option  of 
independence,  and  it  will  take  Hong 
Kong  from  a  democratic  to  a  nan- 
democratic  authority.  The  transfer 
will  be  followed  by  the  disillusion  of 
the  partly  democratic  Legislative 
Council,  the  appointment  of  a  new 
chief  executive  and  the  threatened 
change  to  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

The  majority  of  the  people  of  Hang 
Kong  have  not  been  given  the  right  to 
a  British  passport  We  are  leaving 
them  with  no  protection  to  fall  back 
on.  It  is  an  extraordinary’  and  in  some 
ways  a  shameful  transaction.  Neither 
the  people  of  Hong  Kong  nor  of 
Britain  believe  that  it  could  have  been 
avoided  —  the  nationalist  determ¬ 
ination  of  China  to  regain  Hong 
Kong  could  not  have  bon  resisted. 
But  it  is  still  shameful  for  Britain, 
because  the  colonial  government  was 
itself  a [raid  of  democracy,  or  even  of 
equality  of  opportunity,  for  Far  too 
long.  Only  in  the  late  1970s.  a  bare  20 
years  ago.  did  Chinese  people  gain 
equal  opportunities  in  the  higher  civil 
service.  The  China  experts  who 
advised  successive  British  govern¬ 
ments  appeased  the  Chinese  fear  of 
democracy  almost  right  up  to  the  end. 
Only  the  last  Governor.  Chris  P&nen. 
has  been  a  genuine  democrat  in  his 
heart. 

Hong  Kong  opinion  itself  is  div¬ 
ided.  There  is  a  very  wealthy  eHite. 
which  has  benefited  from  high  real 
estate  prices  and  low  taxes,  who  are 
at  little  risk  themselves.  They  have 
their  overseas  passports :  they  have 
large  offshore  funds.  Some,  though 


Chris  Patten’s  popularity  proves  that 
Hong  Kong  will  survive  1997 


not  all  of  them  have  joined  the  chorus 
of  Chinese  criticism  of  Chris  Patten, 
protesting  against  the  modest  ad¬ 
vances  towards  democracy  he  has 
tried  to  make.  There  has  been  much 
talk  of  the  potential  loss  of  business, 
some  of  it  exaggerated.  In  feet  these 
Hong  Kong  business  people  are 
increasingly  optimistic  about  the 
deals  they  will  be  able  to  do  with 
China  —  the  Hong  Kong  Stock 
Exchange  has  been  rising  sharply. 

Chris  Patten  has  followed  policies 
which  Britain  ought  to  have  pursued 
at  least  a  generation  ago.  He  came 
too  late  to  his  office  for  his  policies  to 

have  become  irre-  _ 

versible.  But  he  did  _ 

win  and  has  kept  W/Xll 
the  support  of  tire  JJ/'  7/J 
mass  of  the  Hong  vv 

Kong  people,  partic-  LJ  /)/)? 

ulariy  of  those  who  i,VfruJ 
do  not  have  the  • 

security  of  foreign  -  - 

passports,  overseas 
bank  accounts  or  second  homes  in 
Vancouver.  His  approval  ratings  in 
the  opinion  polls  have  never  fallen 
below  50  per  cent,  and  now  stand  at 
the  extraordinary  level  of  74  per  cent, 
despite  the  well-understood  feet  that 
his  power  is  waning  as  the  Chinese 
takeover  comes  nearer.  He  is  proba¬ 
bly  now  the  most  popular  head  of 
government  in  any  significant  coun¬ 
try  on  Earth,  three  or  four  times  as 
popular  as  Alain  Juppe  or  John 
Major,  and  five  times  as  popular  as 
Boris  Yeltsin.  That  is  because  the 
ordinary  people  of  Hong  Kong  know 
that  he  believes  in  the  democracy 
which  Britain  failed  in  the  past  to 
give  them,  and  which  China  certainly 
intends  to  deny  them.  They  see  Chris 
Patten  as  being  on  their  side,  despite 
the  fact  that  he  is  the  representative  of 
the  colonial  power  which  will  not  give 
them  the  security  of  passports,  and 
even  though  he  is  not  Chinese  and 
does  not  even  speak  their  language. 

The  future  of  Hong  Kong  will  be 
decided  by  the  future  of  China.  For 
the  past  15  years  China  has  enjoyed 
unprecedented  economic  growth  as  a 
result  of  liberalisation,  though  that 
has  not  been  accompanied  by  pro¬ 
gress  towards  political  democracy.  In 
wealthier  provinces,  the  economy  has 
been  expanding  at  around  IS  per  cent 
a  year,  which  means  doubling  every 
five  years.  The  open  economy  has 
spread  through  most  of  China  — 


Rees~Mogg 


Coca-Cola  reckons  it  can  reach  85  per 
cent  of  tire  Chinese  market  —  but  the 
growth  has  been  very  unequal.  Prob¬ 
ably  about  60  per  cent  of  the  Chinese 
population  live  in  what  can  now  be 
called  a  Second  World  economy,  and 
40  per  cent  in  Third  World  condi¬ 
tions.  Hong  Kong  of  course  belongs 
to  the  most  advanced  world,  more 
advanced  than  Britain  is  now. 

This  economic  growth  is  likely  to 
continue  for  another  15  years  or  so.  if 
China's  modernisation  has  the  same 
30-year  time  scale  as  Japan's.  So  long 
as  growth  continues,  the  Communist 
regime  is  likely  in  seme  form  to 
_  survive  —  an  over¬ 
all  growth  rate  of 
■  around  10  per  cent 

f/7/m  solves  many  prob- 

y  j  lems.  Nevertheless, 

\AnfTfT  the  Chinese  regime 

is  notoriously  ner- 
OO  vous.  reacting  to 

—  —  foreign  events  m  an 

insecure  and  ag¬ 
gressive  manner.  Why  should  it  be  so 
nervous,  apart  from  the  feet  that  it 
has  no  democratic  base  and  lades  the 
political  authority  of  papular  elec¬ 
tion?  Certainly  the  leaders'  behaviour 
is  counter-productive,  and  has  dam¬ 
aged  China’s  international  relations 
with  most  countries  in  Asia  and 
outside. 

To  borrow  an  analytical  tool  from 
Marxism.  China’s  growth  causes 
contradictions,  particularly  the  clas¬ 
sic  Marxist  contradiction  of  generat¬ 
ing  a  rising  dass  whose  interests  are 
hostile  to  those  of  the  existing  power 
structure.  In  15  years’  time,  China 
will  have  an  advanced  bourgeois 
dass  of  business  people,  profession¬ 
als.  educators,  sdentisis  and  so  on,  of 
at  least  300  million  people.  They  wfll 
have  completely  open  access  to  world 
information.  Their  average  standard 
of  living  will  be  high — many  of  them 
will  earn  between  $50,000  and 
$100,000  pier  household,  in  current 
real  terms.  Such  a  transformation  of 
Chinese  society  will  be  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  Chinese  economic 
development,  but  it  is  a  Iso  a  condition 
for  this  economic  growth.  Without 
such  a  dass.  no  nation  can  belong  to 
the  modern  world,  into  this  new 
dass.  Hong  Kong  will  fit  perfectly, 
much  better  than  it  fits  into  the 
transitional  China  of  the  mid  1990s. 

This  is  nor  the  only  contradiction. 
China’s  economic  growth  has  been 


There  is  still  roam  for  an 
optimistic  view.  Hong  Kong 
is  very  robust,  as  all  the 
great  trading  dties  of  history 
have  been.  London  has  been  burnt 
down  three  times  in  Z000  years,  by 
Boudioca,  by  the  Great  Fire  of  1666 
and  by  Hitler's  Luftwaffe,  and  it  has 
recovered  each  time.  In  the  past  60 
years.  Hong  Kong  has  been  brutally 
occupied  by  the  Japanese  and  has 
survived  decades  with  Chairman 
Mao  as  a  threatening  neighbour. 
Hong  Kong  will  survive  whatever 
happens  in  China,  and  will  recover 
even  if  the  worst  occurs.  China's 
Government  may  be  excessively  ner¬ 
vous  and  defensive,  but  policy  does 
not  all  move  in  one  direction.  Ibis 
wed;  has  seen  further  repression  of 
religion  generally.  That  is  negative-  It 
has  seen  “the  full  threat  of  army 
action”  against  Taiwan.  That  too  is 
negative.  But  the  Foreign  Ministry 
has  also  given  a  press  conference  to' 
announce  that  the  National  People’s 
Congress  is  going  to'limit  detention 
without  trial.  The  police  will  in  future 
only  be  able  to  hold  suspects  for  a 
month,  and  for  certain  reasons.  i 
Hong  Kong  is  the  city  of  success  j 
about  to  come  under  the  control  of  a  -i 
nation  in  a  turmoil  of  change  That  j 
will  be  an  alarming  experience,  but  it 
will  offer  opportunities  as  well  as 
dangers.  -  In  the  scale  of  China’s 
future,  the  wealth,  the  people,  the - 
ideas  and  the  energy  of  Hoag  Kong 
can  all  be  put  on  the  positive  side. 


Tight  ship 


THE  QUEEN  looked  to  her  family 
archives  before  making  it  quite 
dear  to  the  Duchess  of  York  that 
Buckingham  Palace  would  not  step 
in  to  clear  her  debts.  Another  royal 
debtor  was  given  similarly  short 
shrift  by  the  monarch. 

Princess  Mary  Adelaide,  the 
Duchess  of  Tedt  and  mother  of 
Queen  Mary,  was  a  woman  with  a 
girth  as  large  as  her  overdraft  with 
Coutts  &  Co.  She  also  owed  vast 
sums  to  tradesmen. 

Eventually,  in  1878,  she  took  her 
begging  bowl  to  her  cousin.  Queen 
Victoria,  who  was  far  from 
amused.  “If  once  it  is  done,  it  will 
be  asked  for  again  and  again.” 
declared  Victoria,  who  ordered 
FYincess  Mary  to  give  up  either  her 
home  in  Kensington  or  White 
Lodge  in  Richmond  Park,  "It  was 
far  too  much  for  her  to  undertake 
to  keep  up  two  houses,"  comment¬ 
ed  die  Queen  acidly. 

The  sad  lesson  for  the  Duchess 
of  York  is  that  financial  cutbacks, 
even  huge  ones,  didn’t  get  the 
Princess  out  of  a  scrape.  With  her 
husband  and  her  daughter,  she 
was  forced  to  go  abroad  and  live  in 
villas  borrowed  from  friends. 


Her  daughter.  Queen  Mary, 
consequently  lived  a  life  of  fruga¬ 
lly.  commenting  towards  the  end  of 
her  life:  "My  parents  were  always 
in  short  street"  Her  thrift  set  the 
example  for  subsequent  genera- 


Princess  Mary  Adelaide:  civil 
list,  but  uncivil  reply 


rions  —  as  the  Prince  of  Walts  can 
readily  attest  He  was  once  ordered 
by  his  mother,  who  keeps  her  but¬ 
ter-wraps  in  the  fridge,  to  scour 
Sandringham's  grounds  for  many 
hours  for  a  lost  Corgi  lead.  “Corgi 
leads  cost  money,"  insisted  Her 
Majesty. 

Burns  night 

THE  WORLD’S  oldest  entertainer 
is  too  ill  to  attend  his  IGGth  birth¬ 
day  celebrations  this  week.  A  tout 
of  'flu  has  kept  him  confined  to  his 
home  m  Los  Angdes  since  his  last 
outing  as  a  guest  at  Frank  Sina¬ 
tra’s  Christmas  party’. 

George  Bums,  the  dear-wield¬ 
ing  comedian  known  to  friends 
and  admirers  as  God.  was  due  to 
attend  a  gala  dinner  in  his  honour 
on  Tuesday  in  Beverly  Hills.  In¬ 
stead  be  sent  his  regrets.  “As  this 
big  day  came  doser  and  closer 
people  kepi  asking  me  what  I 
would  like  for  my  100th  birthday." 
the  vaudeville  veteran  said  in  a 
statement  read  to  300  guests  at  the 
Four  Seasons  Hotel.  "What  do  you 
give  a  man  who's  been  so  blessed? 
Another  100  years?  A  night  with 
Sharon  Stone?" 

•  Should  that  staiker  ever  catch 
up  with  Madonna,  he  mil  find  her 


well  prepared.  She  has  started  a 
course  of  boxing  lessons  with  a 
martial  arts  instructor  and  law- 
budget  movie-siar,  Paul  Morm- 
ando,  who  is  a  tenth  degree  black 
belt.  Already,  she  can  fell  a  man 
with  one  blow. 


Nellie’s  way 

CAMILLA  Parker  Bowles's  broth¬ 
er,  Mark  Shand.  has  marital  diffi¬ 
culties.  He  has  been  trying  to  fix  up 
Tara,  the  female  elephant  he  owns 
in  India,  with  a  husband  —and  the 
road  to  the  altar  is  proving  bloody. 

First  off,  the  groom  Shivaji 
works  in  a  national  park  and  so  is 
officially  recognised  as  a  govern¬ 
ment  employee — a  mass  of  Indian 
bureaucracy  had  to  be  negotiated 
before  he  could  meet  bis  bride. 


Then,  when  everything  seemed 
set,  Shivaji  got  the  urge.  "He  was 
in  a  sexual  frenay.  Killed  two 
people  and  gored  another  cow,” 
says  Shand.  who  was  at  London 
Zoo  yesterday  publicising  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  save  the  Arabian  Oryx.  "I 
hope  he  has  calmed  down  and  well 
soon  hear  the  thunder  of  tiny  feet” 

•  He  was  nothing  if  not  candid, 
the  late  Richard  Cobb.  Orfartts 
former  Professor  of  Modem  His¬ 
tory.  As  chairman  of  the  Booker 
Prize  in  1984,  he  appalled  Lon¬ 
don's  literati  by  boasting  about 
having  read  only  two  pages  of 
Proust's  A  la  recherche  du  temps 
perdu  before  flinging  it  aside  for 
something  racier.  “ Just  like  every¬ 
one  else  who  says  they  have  read  - 
it,”  he  explained. 

New  balls 

THE  RED-BLOODED  trade  min¬ 
ister  who  reportedly  enjoyed  a 
healthy  canoodle  with  a  topless 
model  last  year  is  keen  on  his 
manly  pursuits.  As  captain  of  the 
Commons  and  Lords  rugby  team. 
Philip  Oppenftcim  is  faking  his 
players  to  Paris  tomorrow  for  the 
annual  match  against  the  French 
Parliamentary  team. 

‘This  is  a  grudge  march."  spite. 


rencii  | 
historian  e^\0 
at  Oxford  l 


accompanied  by  increasmg  corrup¬ 
tion.  tty  an  excessive  enrichment  of 
die  political  dass,  and  has  resulted  in 
growing  hostility  between  the  richer 
and  poorer  provinces,  and  between 
the  cities  and  the  peasants.  In  China, 
more  than  anywhere  else  an  Earth, 
the  economy  of  the  21st  century  is 
running  side  by  side  with  the 
economy  oftfte  Middle  Ages.  There  is 
also  a  dangerous  division  between 
the  Communist  power  structure  and 
the  People's  liberation  Army.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  there  is  pressure  from  the 
ethnic  and  religious  minorities,  of 
which  Islam  is  the  largest  and  most 
militant  but  Tibet  has  the  strangest 
international  appeal.  This  week  a 
Deputy  Party  Secretary  announced 
in  Tibet  that  "We  must  further 
strengthen  control  over  tempi  esand 
monasteries,  continue  the  patriotic 
education  of  monks  and  nuns -and 
take  control  of  other  religious  sites." 
That  sinister  ’  pronouncement  was 
reported  in  The  South  China  Morrti' 
ing  Post,  which  is  sympathetic:  to 
China,  and  it  hardly  gave  reassur¬ 
ance  in  Hong  Kong. . 


“Derek  has  a  cunning  ploy  to 
extendi  overdraft 


the  Amber  Valley  MP.  “The 
French  initially  refused  to  play  us, 
but  we  humiliated  them  into  agree¬ 
ing  by  leaving  abca  of  tennis  balls 
outside  the  French  Embassy,”  —  a 
reference  to  Shakespeare’s  Henry 
V.  in  which  the  Dauphin  gives  the 
Riglish  king  a  gift  of  the  same  as 
an  insult.  “I.rs  not  the  playing  that 
counts  —  but  the  winning."  - 


PH’S 


Norman  Stone 

salutes  the  spirit 
of  Richard  Cobb 

At  a  grand  reception-  for  the 
visiting  French.  President,  the , 
royal  equeriy  inquired  after 
Professor  Cobb,  saying  the  Queen 
would  like  to  meethim.  "Ah,  perhaps 
■  not,"  he  said,  when  be  saw  the  : 
professor1  in'  an  alcove,  much  the 
•  worse  for  wear.'  That  scat  of  thing 
happened  quite  often  ,  to  Richard 
Cobb,  who  died  this  week  aged  78. 
Indeed,  it  has  happened  to  a  long  line 
of  distinguished  scholars,  not  least 
tiie  great :  18th-century  Cambridge 
classicist  Richard  Person  —  to  be 
seen,  if  Trinity  legend  has  ft  right, 
insensibfeih  the  arms  of  two  bargees. 
Nowadays,  heroic  drinking  of  this 
dass  isqufte  out  of  order,  but  it  was  a 
part  of-wfoat  made  Richard  Cobb  tkk. 
He  knew  the  French  Revolution 
inside  out  wasan  outstanding  teach¬ 
er.  and  wrote  some  of  the  finest  Eng¬ 
lish  historical  prose  of  this  century. 

1  remember  my  first  reading  of. 
Cobb,  ft  was'a  volume  of  essays 
called  A  Second  ldehtity,  which  had 
an  extraordinary  breadth,  . fantastical 
erudition,  and  a.  style  as  memorable 1 
•as  Orwdl’s.or-AJP.  Taylor’s.  “De¬ 
spite  much  fiafting  and  whirring,  this 
crenellated  narrative  never  quite  gets 
off  the;. ground,",  he.  said  of  one 
otherwise: weBrreceived  book. 

Cobb  had  heen  sent  to  a  French 
family  in  the  Thirties.  He  loved  the 
ease  of  soaal  life  there,  free  from  the 
..  cramped  worlds  ofTunbridge  Wells 
and  Shrewsbury;  being  taught  how 
to  behave  badly,  while  learning  to 
speak  and  write  French  superbly. 

Ms  youthful  experience  of  France 
contrasted  with  a  more  painful  one  in 
DoUfus^S  Austria.  His  mother  had 
sent  him  to  learn.  German  in  the 
house  of  Mix  Salieri,  the  author  of 
Bambi.  but,  with  Quaker  sympa¬ 
thies,  had  given  him  subversive 
literature- to  distribute  around  the 
woriting-dass  districts.  He  was 
picked  up  by  policemen  with  fealher- 
-  brushes  m  their  hats,  and-kicked  all 
along  the  Ottakringer  Hauptstrasse. 
as  women  with  huge,  baleful  faces 
stared  out  of  the  tenement  windows. 
their  dhows  ensconced  in  an  el  bow- 
accommodating  device  known  as  ac- 
coudmrs.  Thus  he  acquired  a  hatred 
of  bossy  governments. 

When,  after  tire  war,  he  went  bade 
to  France,  he  lived  for  years  —  legend 
|  has  it  —  more  or  Jess  as  a  dochard, 
looked  after,  for  a  time,  lty  the  French 
Communist- Party.  It  did  not  know 
what  it  was  doing,  far  it, never  had  a 
worse  English  enemy  ,  than  Cobb; 
how  he  mucked  its  dinners,  where  he 
would  spoon  his  way  down  to  the  end 
of  the  soup  and  gradually  see  tiie  face 
erf  Picasso’s  Stalin  (“the  coryphaeus  of 
the  arts  and  sdenoes^  emerge  at  the 
bottom  of  the  plate. 

“Napoleon,  tint  shit,"  he  would 
say.  You  might  have  expected  him  to 
revere  Napoleon,  who,  after  all,  re¬ 
introduced  order  after  tiie  Terror.  For 
Cobb,  Napoleon  was  just  a  big  bully, 
the  sort  of  power-crazed  monster 
whom  revolutions  create.  You  were 
much  better  off  in  tiie  world  of  the 
festering  anden  regime,  said  Cobb: 
you  could  rely  cm  it  for  a  laugh,  and  it 
would  in  the  end  be  human.  For 
another  of  Cobb’s  dislikes  was  the 
technocrat,  offering  concrete  build¬ 
ings  and  dead  prose  and  fussy 
bureaucratic  inquiries.  He  truly  hat¬ 
ed  what  had  been  done  to  the  Paris  of 
Jus  youth  by  ghastly  products  of 
schools  of  administration. 

Gobb  was  very  French  in  his 
hatred  erf  stroll  nationalities. 
To  this  subject  he  devoted 
same  of  his  best  invective.  He  wrote 
an  essay  about  the  Belgian-Flemish 
fascist.  Joris  van  Sever en;  the  rudest 
and  mosr  literate  thing  ever  written 
about  Planish  nationalism,  which 
Cobb  detested.  It  drew  endless  pro¬ 
tests  in  the  7LS  afterwards.  But  he 
knew  what  had  happened  in  Belgium 
during  the  war.  and  could  not  see 
why  van  Severen,  a  fransqidUon  with 
perfect  French,  could  ever  bother 
with  tinpot  nationalism. 

He  spent  some  years  a i  Aberyst¬ 
wyth.  and  hated  Welsh  nationalism 
with  equal  venom.  His  dislike  of  Irish 
nationalism  underlay  perhaps  his 
most  notorious  book.  A  Classical  . 
Education,  in  which  he  described  the  ' 
murder  by  an  Irish  school  fifend  of 
his  mother.  Since  Cobb,  then  an 
undergraduate,  knew  something 
about  this,  he  found  himself  wanted 
for  extradition,  and  Bed  abroad  — ’  the 
best  excuse  of  ail  time  for  postponing  . : 
.a  tutorial 

Whar  made  Richard.  Gobb  pos-.-: 
sible?  Thai  he  was  pari  of  an  elite  .: 
.  mattered:  friends  wuuid  cover  up  for 
the  eccentricities;  a ltd  loved  hub  for 
them.  He  was  also  very  weH  educat-  ,  / 
ed,-  with  an.  astoundingjy,  broad-;  - 
knowledge  of  English  and  .Rrerxfr 
literature.  His  finances  were 
chaotic,  but  when  he  got  his. Oxford  . 
chair,  hecould  still  just  aboutaffbrda  * 

house  within  walking,  distance  of  to 
college  He  needed  to  waJk.-tfiebank  , 
threatened  to  foredose  -until  fte'was 
awarded  an  CB_E. , . .  -  ~  ... 

Nowadays,  He  would 'not  firid  if  ' 
easy  to collect  half- a  dozen  under-,  y. 
graduates  for.asperial  subjectirrvolv-  - 
mg  French  as  a  foreign  language  ‘ 
and  would  be  having  to  fill  oot  forms  >;  | 
designed  by  technocrats  vobercadhf  :  ■ 
computers,  listing  his  “research  -* 
output".  So  the  litde  Napoleons  woo.  -  - 
But !  have  a  feeling  that  tiie  wodxxf  ■ 
of  Richard  Cobb  will  dteer  toy 
country’s  posterity  up  when  They li* 
a-rrxHikJering  in  their  concrete.  V  \  ; 
The  author  is  Professor  ofModah-  J 
History  at  Oxford,.  :  -  — 
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SEA  OF  TROUBLES 

Yeltsin  is  drowning  —  and  the  West  must  look  beyond  him 


The  hammer-blows  inflicted  by  last  month's 
Russian  parliamentary  elections  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  take  their  toll.  Andrei  Kozyrev,  the 
longest-serving  libera]  in  President  Yeltsin's 
Cabinet,  resigned  on  taking  up  his  Duma 
seat,  and  has  been  replaced  as  Foreign 
Minister  by  Yevgeni  Primakov,  an  old-style 
aparatchik.  who  promptly  indicated"  a 
return  to  more  confrontational  policies.  On 
Tuesday  Anatoli  Chubais,  virtually  the  sole 
economic  reformer  left  in  Russia's  Govern¬ 
ment.  quit,  unceremoniously  forced  out  by 
Mr  Yeltsin's  denunciation  of  his  record  in 
masterminding  mass  privatisation.  More 
resignations  are  expected  of  key  figures.  The 
purge  of  the  reformers  is  virtually  complete; 
Mr  Yeltsin  is  looking  more  and  more  like  a 
traditional,  conservative  Soviet  leader. 

The  reshuffle  was  not  an  automatic  result 
of  the  elections,  which  brought  back  in  force 
the  reconstituted  Communists  and  gave 
Vladimir  Zhirinovsky's  virulent  nationalists 
the  second  largest  block  of  seats.  Mr  Yeltsin 
still  has  huge  residual  powers  to  govern  by 
decree  and  to  determine  the  make-up  of  his 
Cabinet  But  he  has  sensed  the  shift  in  mood, 
the  disillusion  with  reform  and  the  increas¬ 
ingly  vocal  anger  directed  at  all  those 
associated  with  pro-Western  or  pro-market 
policies.  With  his  popularity  at  an  all-time 
low  and  amid  a  corroding  cynicism  about 
the  “sick  old  man"  in  the  Kremlin,  he  has 
jettisoned  his  former  affies,  his  principles 
fnd  his  promises  in  an  attempt  to  save  his 
own  vainglorious  bid  for  re-election. 

Economists  maintain  that  the  dismissal  of 
Mr  Chubais  is  less  of  a  disaster  than  it  might 
seem.  He  has  been  an  unusually  successful 


minister  —  so  much  so  that  most  of  Russia's 
retail  trade  is  now  in  private  hands,  and 
even  the  transfer  from  state  control  of 
arthritic  heavy  industries  is  now  limping 
forward.  No  one  has  yet  shown  any  will  to 
re  institute  the  command  economy;  even  the 
Communists  are  not  calling  for  a  return  to 
classic  communism.  However,  almost  all 
Russians  are  exasperated  by  the  way  state 
concerns  are  being  replaced  with  private 
monopolies  controlled  by  criminals,  mafia 
interests  and  the  former  nomenclature;  a 
change  of  responsibility  for  reform  may  be 
the  best  way  of  preserving  the  main  body  of 
tiie  reforms  themselves. 

What  matters  now  is  the  smack  of  firm 
government,  however  irrelevant  to  the  real 
demands  of  growth  and  reform.  For  the 
hammer-blows  are  coming  not  only  from  the 
clamorous  Duma,  hut  from  the  crash  of 
rockets  and  the  mounting  death  toll  in 
Chechenia.  The  hijacking  of  the  Turkish 
ferry  and  the  inevitable  broadening  of  this 
bitter  feud  into  an  international  incident 
increases  the  pressure  on  the  Russian  leader 
to  show’  himself  unbending  and  implacable. 
For  this  reason  also,  the  new  Foreign 
Minister  is  talking  a  language  that  the  West 
has  not  heard  for  years — crude  nationalism 
that  is  seeking  to  rebuild  old  alliances  with 
enemies  of  the  West  Saddam  Hussein  in 
Iraq  and  the  mullahs  in  Iran.  Mr  Yeltsin,  in 
a  desperate  attempt  to  keep  ahead  of  the 
disasters  rolling  over  his  Government,  is 
seeking  shelter  in  old  attitudes  and  old 
policies.  The  West  must  soon  ask  whether  it 
should  still  offer  such  visible  support  for  a 
man  floundering  in  such  contradictions. 


PUBLIC  COMPANIES 

The  City  should  be  cautious  when  deciding  Granada  or  Forte 


In  the  days  since  our  last  comment  on  the 
Granada/Forte  corporate  soap  opera,  its 
progress  has  strengthened  its  hold  on 
viewers.  Gerry  Robinson,  the  chief  of  the 
Coronation  Street  maker  Granada,  has 
raised  his  bid  for  the  Forte  hotel  empire  from 
£3.3  billion  to  £3.8  billion.  Sir  Rocx»  Forte 
has  split  the  role  of  chairman  and  chief 
executive.  New  characters  have  appeared, 
the  latest  being  John  Hoemer,  best  known 
for  picking  up  and  dusting  down  what  Sir 
Ralph  Halpem  left  behind  at  Burton  Group. 
The  saviour  of  Burton  is  backing  Sir  Rocco 
and  has  agreed  to  join  the  board  as  a  non¬ 
executive  director. 

In  the  City,  where  the  serious  action  takes 
place,  Granada’s  stockbrokers  have  spent 
almost  £400  million  acquiring,  with  some 
"  difficulty,  9.9  per  cent  of  Forte’s  equity.  The 
founding  Forte  family  still  control  some  8 
per  cent  of  the  shares.  New  and  influential 
brokers' circulars  yesterday  favoured  the  old 
management  being  given  another  chance. 
Everything  is  to  play  for  come  next 
Tuesday's  1pm  deadline. 

One  source  of  City  nervousness  is  the  role 
of  Mercury  .Asset  Management,  the  pension 
fund  specialist  that  is  the  main  shareholder 
tn  both  Granada  and  Forte.  Mr  Robinson 
would  hardly  have  begun  his  hostile  tilt 
without  sounding  out  his  company's  prin¬ 
cipal  owners.  What  fascinates  the  City 
cognoscenti  is  to  what  extent  MAM  may 
have  encouraged  Granada  in  its  controver¬ 
sial  bid  for  Forte  and  what  MAM'S  own 
clients  may  think  about  their  pension  funds 
being  used  in  this  way;  if  Forte  could  be  a 
target,  what  about  them,  they  may  think. 

Mr  Robinson’s  method  of  getting  to  his 
favoured  parts  of  Forte  represents  an  asset- 
stripping  exercise  that  would  not  have 
disgraced  the  greatest  days  of  thai  art.  The 
conglomerate  that  Mr  Robinson  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  build  will  start  life  with  some  £4 
billion  of  borrowings.  In  order  to  shrink  this 
debt  burden  to  more  acceptable  levels, 
Granada  will  then  embark  on  some  £2 


billion  of  asset  sales  at  prices  unlikely  to  be 
enhanced  by  the  visibility  of  the  plan.  The 
price  is  no  longer  cheap:  the  decision  for  all 
shareholders  will  be  close.  The  City  will 
make  big  profits  from  the  fees  of  all  these 
transactions.  But  what  still  worries  viewers 
outside  the  City  is  that  such  highly- 
leveraged  bidders,  a  breed  which  they 
thought  went  out  after  the  excesses  of  the 
Eighties,  are  still  at  large  and  active. 

The  voices  of  this  criticism  are  more 
popular  than  political,  more  likely  to  be 
found  among  customers  and  small 
shareholders  than  in  Government  or  Oppo¬ 
sition.  The  Labour  party  was  unlikely  to 
rush  to  the  defence  of  an  empire  that  was  so 
staunch  a  supporter  of  Margaret  Thatcher 
the  Tories  could  hardly  campaign  for  so 
generous  a  friend.  The  saga  has  not, 
however,  gone  unnoticed  on  the  Opposition 
benches  —  and  the  City,  with  an  eye  on  the 
next  election,  should  take  note.  Labour  has 
long  toyed  with  strengthening  the  roles  of 
the  Office  of  Fair  Trading,  the  Department 
of  Trade  and  Industry  and  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission.  It  sees  debt 
mountains  as  only  rarely  auguring  well  for 
consumers  or  employees. 

Sir  Rocco  Forte  and  Mr  Robinson  are  now 
delivering  their  final  presentations  to  City 
institutions,  pension  funds  and  insurance 
companies.  These  bodies  traditionally  cast 
their  votes  at  the  last  minute.  It  is  also  a  trad¬ 
ition  that  the  institutions'  vote  is  kept  secret, 
unless  the  financial  house  chooses  to  stand 
up  and  be  counted.  Perhaps  this  latest  battle 
will  mark  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  such 
anonymity.  Will  pension-holders  at  last  de¬ 
cide  to  ask  what  their  fund  is  doing  with 
their  money?  The  public  has  no  reason  to  en¬ 
courage  higlily  leveraged  asset-stripping  ex¬ 
ercises  and  a  host  of  reasons  to  oppose  them. 
Fund  managers  should  bear  in  mind  on 
Tuesday  that  they  are  entrusted  with  the 
public's  sa\ings,  the  public  confidence  in  the 
City  and  a  good  deal  else  of  public  interest 
besides. 


SEIZE  THE  TIME 

MPs  must  keep  the  Butterfill  Bill  alive 


Governments  whose  parliamentary  major¬ 
ity  has  dwindled  to  almost  nothing  over  a 
long  period  in  power  Jose  their  nerve  easily. 
The  present  Cabinet's  feebleness  in  the  face 
of  trouble  or  pressure  has  rarely  been  as 
plain  as  in  the  miserable  saga  of  the  Private 
Member’s  Bill  on  daylight  saving  which  re¬ 
turns  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  Friday. 
No  sooner  had  the  Scottish  Secretary,  Mr 
Michael  Forsyth,  threatened  ministers  with 
predictions  of  electoral  damage  north  of  the 
border,  than  Mr  Major’s  cringetog  colleagu¬ 
es  caved  in  and  refused  to  back  the  measure. 

Mr  John  ButterEU*5  Bill  to  create  an  extra 
hour  of  afternoon  daylight  and  to  bring  Brit¬ 
ain  in  line  with  continental  European  time 
will  die  without  government  help.  The  only 
question  remaining  is  how  soon  Mr  Forsyth 
succeeds  in  killing  ft.  The  Bill  will  only  have 
a  chance  of  a  second  reading  and  a  few  more 
months  of  life  if  at  least  hundred  MPs  take 
part  in  a  vote  to  keep  it  alive  tomorrow. 

The  Bill,  even  if  doomed  by  the  Cabinet's 
weakness,  deserves  longer  in  die  public  eye: 
MPs  should  rake  the  trouble  to  turn  up. 
Changing  the  clocks  has  already  been  a  long 
haul  and  will  fake  more  time  yet.  A  few 
^months  more  of  debate  will  keep  the  issue 
alive.  Altering  the  nation's  docks  does  not 
belong  with  what  President  Bush  called  the 
vision  thing".  Mr  Butterfiii’S  Bill  is  a 
comrrxmsense  thing.  Research  suggests  that 
between  100  and  300  deaths  on  the  roads 
might  be  saved  across  the  whole  of  Britain 
each  year  by  delaying  the  start  of  darkness. 
Crime  rates  should  fall.  Old  peoples'  lives 


should  be  lightened.  Sport  tourism  and 
trans-European  businesses  would  all  gain. 

The  Government  has  made  no  attempt  to 
dispute  the  mountain  of  evidence  which  has 
now  been  gathered  —  much  of  it  by  White¬ 
hall  agencies  —  in  favour  of  daylight  saving. 
Mr  Forsyth  musters  no  statistics  but  merely 
blusters  "that  changing  the  clocks  would  be 
“deeply  damaging  in  Scotland".  His  col¬ 
leagues  have  meekly  accepted  that  the 
rhvthmn  of  their  day  and  night  should  be 
governed  by  the  truculent  Scots.  Members  of 
the  Government  have  been  instructed  to 
abstain  on  Friday  and  the  whips  have  put 
out  the  word  that  support  for  Mr  Butterfill 
would  be  ill-regarded.  Scottish  ministers 
will  be  allowed  to  vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  strength  of  feeling  in  Scotland  is  not 
in  dispute;  the  question  is  whether  emotion 
north  of  the  border  should  settle  the  quest¬ 
ion.  The  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  num¬ 
ber  is  beins  sacrificed  to  save  the  seats  of  Mr 
Forsyth  and  a  handful  of  his  colleagues.  The 
Scottish  Secretary'  should  bear  in  mind  the 
words  of  Edmund  Burke:  "Parliament  is  a 
deliberative  assembly  of  one  nation,  with 
one  interest,  that  of  the  whole;  where  not 
local  purposes,  not  local  prejudices  ought  to 
guide,  but  the  general  good,  resulting  from 
tiie  general  reason  of  the  whole."  TTie  best 
rebuke  that  MPs  of  all  parties  con  deliver  to 
the  Government’s  limp  cowardice  is  a  large 
enough  presence  in  the  House  on  Fnday 
morning  to  prolong  the  debate.  This  Bui 
may  not  succeed,  but  one  day  the  change  wiil 
be  made.  Tune  is  on  the  side  of  sense. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I  Pennington  Street.  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-792  5000 


Prison  cuts  as  threat  to  education,  humanity  and  safety 


From  Lady  Andrew,  Chairman. 
Prisoners'  Education  Trust 

Sir,  I  regret  that  in  speaking  out 
against  the  swingeing  cuis  in  prison 
expenditure  which  are  planned  for  the 
next  financial  year  (report.  January  15) 
most  commentators  have  emphasised 
the  impact  on  security  and  risk  to  the 
public:  This  serves  to  inflate  public 
fears  and  reflects  the  language  now 
common  in  discussions  of  crime  and 
penal  policy. 

Security  is  an  important  consider¬ 
ation.  It  is.  however,  obscuring  other 
vital  maners  which  the  Prison  Service 
should  bear  in  mind,  such  as  rehabili¬ 
tation  and  the  reduction  of  recidivism. 
In  this  context,  the  education  of  off¬ 
enders  should  surely  have  some  pri¬ 
ority. 

The  National  Prison  Survey,  1991, 
showed  that  43  per  cent  of  offenders 
have  no  qualifications  and  that  over  SO 
per  cent  left  school  by  16.  A  survey  of 
over  600  prisoners  in  1905  found  that 
58  per  cent  had  no  chance  to  improve 
their  educational  qualifications  while 
in  prison.  It  has  been  calculated  that 
almost  half  of  prisoners  have  low 
levels  of  literacy  and  even  more  have 
difficulties  with  numeracy. 

Education  gives  them  something 
constructive  to  do  during  their  sen¬ 
tences,  a  training  in  ihe  discipline  of 
study  and  a  boost  to  their  self-con¬ 
fidence.  It  can  lead  to  gaining  quali¬ 
fications,  without  which  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  find  work  on  release. 
The  Prison  Service  Rule  29  begins: 
“Every  prisoner  able  to  profit  from  the 
educational  facilities  provided  at  a 
prison  shall  be  encouraged  to  do  so." 

We  in  the  Prisoners’  Education 
Trust  see  that  there  is  a  steady 
demand  for  education  which  is  too 
often  thwarted.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  logic  of  forcing  gov¬ 
ernors  to  make  cuts  in  education 


departments.  In  one  London  prison, 
teaching  hours  will  be  reduced  from 
over  9.000  to  about  3.500  in  a  year. 

Education  can  provide  a  cost-effect¬ 
ive  means  of  attacking  the  cycle  of  re¬ 
offending.  The  present  proposals  are 
likely  to  lead  to  anger  and  frustration 
among  prisoners  and  education  staff, 
tensions  and  difficulties  for  other 
prison  staff  and  the  possibility  of 
money  wasted  on  the  control  of  unrest 
and  riot.  Is  this  what  we  want? 

Yours  faithfully, 

ELIZABETH  ANDREW. 

Chairman. 

Prisoners'  Education  Trust. 

Fleet  House. 

173  Haydons  Road,  SWJ9. 

January  15. 

From  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
Association  of  Chief  Officers  of 
Probation 

Sir.  I  am  increasingly  convinced  that 
the  mission  statement  for  the  Prison 
Service  that  reads,  “Our  duty  is  to  look 
after  [prisoners]  with  humanity  and 
help  them  lead  law-abiding  and  useful 
lives  in  custody  after  release"  could 
now.  reasonably,  be  dropped. 

Is  the  Home  Office  interested  in 
helping  prisoners  when  it  erodes  edu¬ 
cation  and  marginalises  employment 
and  training  opportunities  in  favour  of 
security*,  or  slashes  purposeful  home 
visits,  or  increases  the  likelihood  of 
homelessness  by  removing  housing- 
benefit  entitlement? 

The  answers  are  clearly  ’no".  Re¬ 
habilitation  has  slipped  from  the 
agenda. 

Pictures  of  chained-up  pregnant 
women,  or  the  fact  that  women  may 
have  to  provide,  before  others,  urine 
samples  for  random  drug-testing, 
graphically  show  that  humanity  is  fast 
disappearing  from  prisons. 

The  probation  service  has  always 


worked  within  prisons  and  with  re¬ 
leased  prisoners  in  the  belief  that  by 
assisting  in  the  transition  from  captiv¬ 
ity  to  freedom  we  were  contributing  to 
a  process  endorsed  by  those  at  the  top. 
If  our  work  is  further  undermined  by 
the  imminent  cuis  we  will  have  con¬ 
firmation  that  this  is  no  longer  the 
case. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARY  HONEYBALL 
General  Secretary. 

Association  of  Chief  Officers  of 
Probation. 

212  Whitechapel  Road.  El. 

Front  Mr  John  Hording 

Sir.  The  cuts  which  have  just  been 
announced  will  make  prison  con¬ 
ditions  even  less  conducive  to  good 
order  and  effective  rehabilitation. 

In  the  six  London  prisons  alone  they 
could  lead  to  the  withdrawal  of  about 
25  probation  officers  from  a  comple¬ 
ment  of  59.  These  staff  are  involved  in 
assessing  the  risk  posed  by  individual 
prisoners  and  preparing  them  for  re- 
lease  on  supervision.  Failure  to  invesr 
adequately  in  this  work  will  threaten 
public  safety  and  worsen  their  chances 
of  resettlement 

In  our  discussions  with  them,  prison 
governors  have  been  well  aware  of 
these  consequences  but  are  faced  with 
unenviable  choices  between  unaccept¬ 
able  alternatives.  The  notion  that 
“prison  works"  is  dubious.  It  is  likely 
to  be  devalued  even  further  by  stripp¬ 
ing  away  those  opportunities  that  exist 
to  increase  prisoners*  skills  and 
change  their  behaviour. 

Yours  sincerely. 

JOHN  HARDING 
[Chief  Probation  Officer). 

Inner  London  Probation  Service. 

71/73  Great  Peter  Street  SWl. 

January  16. 


Studying  chronic  fatigue  syndrome 


Risk  to  game  shooting 

From  Mr  Leal  in  Price.  QC 

Sir.  When  the  Brussels  Commission 
made  the  regulation  banning  the  use 
of  the  drug  Emtryl  for  game  birds 
(report  January  13)  had  it  ascertained 
that  this  would  put  at  risk  game 
shooting  business  in  this  country 
worth  £294  million  annually  and 
13,000  jobs?  If  nor,  why  should  the 
Commissioner  and  officers  respon¬ 
sible  for  tliis  irresponsible  attack  upon 
this  country  continue  in  their  present 
employment? 

When  our  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
became  aware  of  the  proposal,  what 
did  they  do  about  it?  And  did  the 
Ministry’s  officers  assess  the  damage 
ing  effect  on  our  economy  and  em¬ 
ployment?  If  nothing  was  done,  and 
particularly  if  no  such  assessment 
was  made,  why  should  those  officers 
continue  in  our  employment? 

You  report  that  our  Government 
“failed  to  block"  the  proposal  last 
summer.  Was  that  failure  at  bureau¬ 
cratic  or  at  ministerial  level?  Nothing 
should  have  stopped  our  Government 
from  exercising  power  to  protect  our 
interest 

Yours  truly, 

LEOLfN  PRICE. 

10  Old  Square, 

Lincoln's  Inn.  WC2. 

January  13.' 

From  Ms  Leonora  Digby  Smith 

Sir.  Now  that  the  Government  is  to 
defy  Brussels  over  the  new  EU  regu¬ 
lation  to  ban  the  drug  Emtryl  used  by 
game  bird  breeders,  what  is  their  new 
excuse  for  not  banning  the  export  of 
live  animals  for  slaughter? 

Yours  faithfully. 

LEONORA  DIGBY  SMITH. 

4a  Sharpleshall  Street, 

Primrose  Hill.  NW1. 

January  16. 


Own  goal? 

From  MrH.  W.  Lander 

Sir.  William  Rees-Mqgg  may  be  for¬ 
given  for  not  knowing  that  Terry 
Venables  is  renowned  in  footballing 
circles  as  the  first  player  to  represent 
England  at  all  age  levels  {This  is  a 
whole  new  ball  game  for  me".  Jan¬ 
uary  15),  but  he  certainly  should  have 
been  aware  that  the  usurper  who 
overthrew  Richard  li  was  Henry’  IV 
(Bolingbroke).  not  Henry  V. 

Yours  faithfully. 

H.  W.  LANDER. 

24  Fochin  Drive. 

Market  Harborough,  Leicestershire. 


From  Mr  Hugh  Faulkner 

Sir,  Dr  Simon  Wessely  ("ME:  is  this 
the  answer?".  January  9)  highlights 
the  need  for  urgent  scientific  research 
of  a  high  calibre  if  we  are  to  overcome 
ME.  or  chronic  fatigue  syndrome. 

To  stimulate  research  the  Persistent 
Virus  Disease  Research  Foundation 
was  launched  in  1993  by  a  group  of 
distinguished  scientists  and  doctors 
pre-eminent  in  the  field.  The  public 
response  has  been  such  that  already 
the  foundation  is  funding  four  major 
research  projects  and  is  making  a 
financial  contribution  to  a  fifth. 

The  scientists  are  covering  a  wide 
field  of  research,  examining  the  role  of 
viruses  and  the  effect  of  persisting 
virus  infection  on  muscle  and  evaluat¬ 
ing  the  effect  of  virus  infection  on 
chemicals  in  the  brain. 

We  realise  that  this  is  only  a  start  in 
unravelling  the  mysteries  of  this 
highly  complex  disease.  With  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  doctors  and  scientists  and 
continuing  public  support  vve  are  con¬ 
fident  that  this  disease  can  and  will  be 
conquered. 

Yours  faithfully. 

HUGH  FAULKNER 
(Honorary  Director), 

Persistent  Virus  Disease 
Research  Foundation. 

4  One  Tree  Lane, 

Beaconsfield.  Buckinghamshire. 
January  13. 


Daylight  Bill 

From  Mr  Nick  Raynsford.  MP  for 
Greenwich  {Labour} 

Sir.  Sir  Michael  Angus  and  his  co¬ 
signatories  (letter.  January  17}  offer  a 
series  of  estimates  of  the  supposed 
benefits  of  changing  our  clocks  from 
Greenwich  Mean  Time  to  Central 
European  Time.  These  arc  of  course 
all  speculative. 

When  the  same  exercise  was  tried 
experimentally  in  the  late  1960s  and 
early  1970s  the  practical  experience 
was  very  different.  The  then  Home 
Secretary.  Reginald  Maudline,  com¬ 
menting  on  the  road  traffic  accident 
figures,  pointed  out  that  there  had 
been  a  small  increase  in  road  casual¬ 
ties.  not  a  reduction. 

He  added:  “The  figures  are  not  clear 
enough  to  base  a  decision  on.  I  think 
that  we  should  assume  one  way  or  the 
other  that  there  is  not  a  large  margin 
either  way." 

There  is  one  simple  and  funda¬ 
mental  reason  why  we  should  retain 
Greenwich  Mean  Time.  Geographi- 


From  Or  Charles  Shepherd 

Sir,  Far  from  sufferers  with  ME  being 
usually  ordered  “to  do  nothing  but 
rest",  as  your  heading  states,  the  ME 
Association's  Guidelines  for  the  Care 
of  Patients  booklet,  which  has  been 
distributed  to  well  over  10.000  doctors 
in  the  UK-  makes  it  dear  that  the  best 
way  forward  is  to  pursue  a  pro¬ 
gramme  of  gradually  increasing  both 
physical  and  mental  activity,  as  ad¬ 
vocated  by  Dr  Simon  Wessely. 

.Although  22  patients  out  of  30  in  the 
Oxford  cognitive  behaviour  therapy 
(CBT)  trial  achieved  an  improvement 
of  approximately  10  per  cent  in  their 
disability  raring  after  a  year,  the  only 
other  two  controlled  trials  of  CBT  to 
be  published  found  no  benefit  from 
this  fashionable  form  of  short-term 
psychotherapy. 

The  ME  Association  believes  dial 
all  possible  approaches  to  treatment 
are  worth  exploring,  but  the  results  so 
far  obtained  —  from  both  physical 
and  psychologicaJIy-based  therapies 
—  do  need  to  be  viewed  with  a  con¬ 
siderable  degree  of  caution. 

Yours  sincerely., 

CHARLES  SHEPHERD 
(Honorary  medical  adviser). 

Myalgic  Encephalomyelitis  (ME) 
Association. 

Stanhope  House, 

High  Street  Stanford  le  Hope.  Essex. 
January  9. 


cally  Britain  lies  at  the  western  edge  of 
the  European  continent  and  its  natu¬ 
ral  time  zone  is  one  hour  behind  dial 
of  the  Central  European  axis  lying 
between  Berlin  and  Rome. 

No  amount  of  sfwrial  pleading  by 
die  proponents  of  change  ran  over¬ 
come  this  simple  rruth. 

Yours  sincerely. 

NICK  RAYNSFORD.  ■ 

House  of  Commons. 

January  17. 

From  Mr  Peter  Pelts 

Sir.  With  due  respect  to  Sir  Michael 
Angus  et  ai.  w  ho  are  probably  chauf¬ 
feur-driven  to  their  offices  for  10am. 
my  pickers  and  packers  (some  of  them 
on  bicycles)  come  to  work  at  bam.  At 
present  it  is  not  daylight  until  Ham.  If 
the  proposed  changes  are  effected, 
next  year  it  will  not  be  light  until  nine. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  PETITS 
(Chief  Executive). 

The  Herhary. 

Prickwillow.  Ely.  Cambridgeshire. 


Sports  letters,  page  45 


Share  sales 

From  Mr  Christopher  Rouse 

Sir.  I  have  today  sold  500  Forte  shares 
in  the  market  at  366p  per  share,  4p  per 
share  higher  than  the  “final"  cash 
offer  from  Granada. 

Surely  it  is  wrong  that  the  tax  treat¬ 
ment  of  institutions  and  pension 
funds  enables  them  to  pay  me  this  4p 
per  share  premium  in  what  is  suppos¬ 
edly  a  free  and  orderly  market. 

Yours  sincerely. 

CHRISTOPHER  ROUSE. 

Flat  One,  9  Coleherne  Road.  SW10. 
January*  15. 


Business  letters,  page  29 


Letters  for  publication  may 
be  faxed  to  0171-782  5046. 


Paris  by  rail 

From  Dr  Anthony  Field 

Sir,  While  I  am  impressed  to  hear  of 
Eurostar's  ability  to  stop  at  Ashford 
without  adding  to  journey  times 
(News  in  brief  and  leading  article. 
January  9:  see  also  letters,  January  fi 
17).  is  it  not  time  to  admit  publicly  that 
a  journey  from  England  to  France  is 
by  no  means  complemented  by  a  re¬ 
turn  journey  under  the  same  con¬ 
ditions? 

Travelling  first-class  front  Waterloo 
station  with  all  die  facilities  it  offers  is 
the  height  of  luxury.  However,  at  die 
Gare  du  Nord  recently,  we  were  de¬ 
nied  access  to  the  "first-class  lounge 
facilities",  being  told  they  were  avail¬ 
able  “only  to  regular  French  business 
passengers". 

When  l  pointed  out  that  we  were 
able  to  use  similar  facilities  at  Water¬ 
loo  1  was  told:  “Well,  London  is 
London  and  Paris  is  Paris."  A  disabled 
colleague  was  denied  use  of  the  toilet 


and  told  that  he  would  have  tn  use  “the 
normal  toilet  facilities  at  the  far  end  of 
the  station”. 

Clearly  Eurosfar  to  Paris  is  quite  a 
different  experience  from  Eurostar 
from  Raris. 

Yours  sincerely. 

ANTHONY  HELD. 

152  Cromwell  Tower.  Barbican.  ECL 

From  Mrs  Elodie  Stanley 

Sir.  Less  than  20  minutes  out  of  the 
Gare  du  Nord  en  route  to  Waterloo  on 
Sundaj',  I  decided  ro  visit  the  buffer 
car.  with  the  inevitable  idee  fixe  of  a 
train  well  provisioned  in  Paris.  There  I 
found  a  modest  queue  bur.  when  1 
reached  irs  head,  no  food  (unless  you 
count  the  last  tuna  sandwnch  and  the 
only  remaining  cheeseburger). 
EurnsTar  nr  Eurosiarve? 

Yours  faithfully, 

ELODIE  STANLEY. 

12  Stanley  Crescent.  WII. 

January  15. 


Bishops’  moves 
on  the  cards 

From  the  Reverend  Father  Fra  nan 
A.  C.  S.  Bown 

Sir.  The  problem  with  bishops'  pal¬ 
aces  (report.  January  II)  is  not  the 
palaces  but  the  bishops. 

So  many  of  the  present  bench  are 
either  angsi-riddcn  liberals  or  po- 
faced  evangelicals  that  it  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  they  fail  to  use  their 
palaces  properly. 

The  episcopal  palace  should  be  the 
social  centre  of  the  diocese,  where  the 
bishop  entertains  his  clergy  and  offers 
them  sustenance  and  support.  Too  of¬ 
ten.  however,  the  grand  surroundings 
witness  the  comings  and  goings  only 
of  clerical  bureaucrats  and  the  gran¬ 
dees  of  local  business  and  politics. 
Ordinary  clergy  |un  less  in  trouble)  a  re 
kept  well  away. 

It  is.  of  course,  entirely  consistent 
with  the  Church  of  England's  record 
of  financial  acumen  that  it  should  be 
thinking  of  selling  off  its  palatial 
assets  at  the  bottom  of  the  property 
market,  (ft  did  the  same  thing  in  the 
1960s  with  its  best  rectories  and 
vicarages.) 

The  established  Church  does  not 
need  new.  small-scale  bishops' 
houses:  it  needs  some  bishops  of  real 
Mature  and  vision  to  fill  the  historic 
palaces  it  has  inherited. 

Yours,  in  Domino, 

FRANCIS  BOWN. 

St  Stephen's  Presbjicry. 

29  West  bourne  Avenue. 
Kingsron-upon-Hull,  Yorkshire. 
January  II. 

From  MrAncrum  F.  Evans 

Sir,  The  Bishop  of  Worcester  uses  his 
residence,  Hartlebury  Castle,  for  di¬ 
ocesan  purposes:  f nr  example,  inter¬ 
views  for  clergy  (and  their  wives)  who 
have  applied  to  be  presented  to  a 
living.  At  one  such  meeting,  held  in 
1989,"  the  19  people  attending,  includ¬ 
ing  the  archdeacon,  slx  wardens  and 
myself,  were  involved  in  five  separate 
confidential  discussions.  Such  meet¬ 
ings  are  by  no  means  uncommon. 

Another  use  may  be  a  meeting  with 
an  overseas  Christian  leader.  On  all 
such  occasions,  an  important  and 
indeed,  for  Christians,  a  very  useful 
facility  is  the  chapel,  steeped  in 
history:  I  believe  that  the  bishop  and 
his  visitors  use  it  on  a  daily  basis.  I 
have  certainly  prayed  there  several 
times. 

The  Church  Commissioners  must 
not  be  allowed  to  sell  Banlcburv 
Castle  without  first  consulting  the 
parishes  of  the  diocese  directly,  and 
secondly  without  making  serious  en¬ 
deavour  to  recover  a  large  part  of  the 
gigantic  deficit  for  which  they  are 
responsible. 

Domestically,  the  house  is  relatively 
inconvenient.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
bishop  and  his  wife  live  there  out  of 
duty  rather  than  choice. 

Yours  sincerely. 

ANCRUM  F.  EVANS 
(Lay  patron  of  the  United  Benefice 
of  Cltfton-on-Teme,  Lower  Sapey 
and  the  Shelsleys). 

Harp  ley  House. 

Clifton-on-Teme,  Worcestershire. 
January  II. 

From  Mrs  Sarah  Griffiths 

Sir.  According  to  the  chaplain  to  the 
new  Bishop  of  Portsmouth  bishops 
arc  being  evicted  from  their  large 
houses  to  ones  "which  will  suit  the 
needs  of  a  bishop  in  the  21st  century". 
Will  small  congregations  in  large 
churches  also  be  asked  to  move? 

Yours  faiihfullv, 

SARAH  GRIFFITHS. 

The  Birches. 

V'owchurch  Common.  Herefordshire. 
January'  !L 


A  fish  called  zander 

From  Mr  Richard  Morgan 

Sir,  1  must  take  issue  with  your  lead¬ 
ing  article  (January  10)  describing  the 
zander  as  “the  scaly  foreign  fish". 

As  you  point  out  in  a  report  on  the 
same  day.  zander  were  originally  late 
I9th-cenniry  immigrants  from  East¬ 
ern  Europe  and  first  lived  in  three 
communities  in  the  Woburn  Abbey 
area. 

Eighty  years  and  many  generations 
later  their  descendants  became  suf¬ 
ficiently  anglicised  to  move  into  more 
mainstream  English  society  via  the 
Great  Ouse. 

Their  success  must  surely  recom¬ 
mend  them  as  good  citizens  —  in  spite 
of  their  somewhat  violent  nature  — 
and  able  to  move  in  both  aristocratic 
and  more  down-to-earth  circles. 

Yours  faithfully. 

R.  MORGAN. 

105  Leopold  Street. 

Loughborough.  Leicesterslt/re. 
January  II. 


Fair  play 

From  the  Reverend  DrP.J.  Galloway 

Sir.  Instead  of  the  politically  correct 
hut  impossibly  confusing  bhcoloured 
chess  pieces  proposed  by  Mr  Michael 
Parker  (lener.  January  16}.  why  not 
move  through  die  looking-glass  and 
take  a  leaf  from  the  far' from  non¬ 
sensical  world  of  Alice:  replace  the 

conflict  between  black  and  white  by 
the  tetchy,  but  essentially  good- 
natured.  relations  between  w’hitc  and 
red. 

Yours  sinccrelv. 

PETER  GALLOWAY. 

The  Vicarage. 

Lyneroft  Gardens,  NUb. 

January  in. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


SANDRINGHAM 
January  17:  The  Queen  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir 
John  Miller  ar  (he  Memorial 
Service  for  Mr  Geoffrey  Cross 
(Founder  Chairman  of  the  Royal 
Windsor  Horse  Show)  which  was 
held  in  St  Michael's  Church.  Bray. 
Berkshire,  today. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  was 
represented  by  Sir  Brian 

McGrath. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Cotonei  Gerard  Leigh. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York 
were  represented  by  Captain  Neil 

Blair.  RN. 

Princess  Alice,  Duchess  of 
Gloucester  was  represented  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  Simon 
Bland. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
January  17:  The  Princess  Royal  this 
morning  presented  the  1995 
World  a  ware  Business  Awards  at 
the  Royal  Institution  of  Great 
Britain.  Albemarle  Street.  London 
Wl. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  President. 
Save  the  Children  Fund,  this 
afternoon  attended  a  Luncheon  for 


Lady  Norreys  gave  birth  roa  son  in 
Gibraltar  on  January  IS. 

Memorial 

celebration 

Professor  James  Edward  Meade 
A  celebration  of  the  life  and  work 
of  Professor  James  Edward  Meade 
will  be  held  on  Saturday.  March  2. 
1996,  at  2J0pm  in  die  Chapel  of 
Trinity  College.  Cambridge. 


Dinners 

HM  Government 
Mr  Malcolm  Rifldnd.  QC.  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Slate  for  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs,  was  the 
host  at  a  dinner  given  yesterday  by 
Her  Majesty’s  Government  at  1 
Carl  I  on  Gardens  in  honour  of  die 
Secretary-General  of  die  WEU. 
Oxford  University 
The  Vfcr-Chancrilor  or  Oxford 
University  was  the  host  at  a  dinner 
held  last  night  at  St  Giles'  House  in 
honour  of  Dr  Klaus  Kinkd.  the 
German  Foreign  Minister,  alter  he 
had  opened  the  university’s  new 
Centre  for  the  Advanced  Study  of 
European  and  Comparative  Law. 
Among  those  present  were: 

The  German  Ambassador,  the  Pro 
Vice-Chancellor  and  the  the  High 
Steward  of  Oxford  University,  the 
Chairman  or  the  Anglo-German 
Jurists’  Association,  the  Rector  of 
Bonn  University,  the  Warden  of  St 
Antony's  College,  the  Principal  of 
Lady  Margaret  Hall  and  the  director  of 
the  centre. 


ad  and  the  director  t 


County  Surveyors'  Society 
Sir  George  Young.  Secretary  of 
Suue  lor  Transport,  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  guts!  at  the  annual  dinner  of 
die  County  Surveyors'  Society  held 
last  night  at  the  RAC  Mr  Tommy 
Thompson.  Director  of  Planning 
and  Transportation  for  Leicester¬ 
shire  County  Council,  presided. 


major  fundraisers  at  South  Africa 
House.  Trafalgar  Square.  London 
WC2. 

The  Princess  Royal  President  of 
the  Patrons.  Crime  Concern,  later 
launched  the  Southwark  Safer 
Cities  Project  in  Elmington  Road. 
D'Eynsford  Estate.  London  SE5. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  President. 
British  Knitting  and  Clothing  Ex¬ 
port  Council,  this  evening  attended 
the  British  Apparel  Export  Awards 
at  the  Royal  Lancaster  Hotel. 
London  WZ 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
January  17:  The  Prince  of  Wales 
this  morning  opened  the  Spey 
Abstraction  Scheme  at  Baxters 
Visitors’  Centre.  Fochabers,  and 
was  received  by  Her  Majesty's 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Morayshire 
(Air  Vice-Marshal  George 
Chesworth). 

YORK  HOUSE 

January  17:  The  Duke  of  Kent, 
President,  the  Business  and  Tech¬ 
nology  Education  Council  today 
presented  the  Student  of  the  Year 
Awards,  ai  the  Institution  of  Civil 
Engineers.  Great  George  Street. 
London  SW1. 


Luncheons 

HM  Government 
Mr  Malcolm  Rifldnd,  QC,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  Foreign  and 
Common  wealth  Affairs,  was  the 
hast  at  a  luncheon  given  yesterday 
by  Her  Majesty*  Government  at  1 
Carlton  Gardens  in  honour  of  the 
Danish  foreign  Minister. 

HM  Gownunent 
Sir  Nicholas  Bonsor.  Minister  of 
Slate  for  Foreign  and  Common¬ 
wealth  Affairs,  was  the  host  at  a 
luncheon  given  yesterday  by  Her 
Majesty*  Government  at  Lan¬ 
caster  House,  in  honour  of  the 
Bolivian  Vice-President 
Coadnoakers1  and  Coach 
Harness  Makers’  Company 
Mr  Peter  Sparks.  Master  of  the 
Coadunakers'and  Coach  Harness 
Makers'  Company,  presented  the 
Coachmakers'  Award  to  Industry 
to  Mr  John  Towers,  Chief  Exec¬ 
utive  of  (he  Rover  Grou  pi  af  a  court 
and  livery  luncheon  held  yesterday 
at  Tallow  Chandlers’  Hall.  Mr 
Anthony  Sparks  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  R.T.  Harris  also 
spoke. 


Lord  Feldman 

The  fife  barony  conferred  upon  Sir 
Basil  Feldman  has  been  gazetted 
by  the  name,  style  and  title  of 
Baron  Feldman,  of  Frognal  in  the 
London  Borough  of  Camdcn. 


Lady  Wilcox 

The  life  barony  conferred  upon 
Judith  Ann  Lady  Wilcox  has  teen 
gazetted  by  the  name,  style  and 
title  of  Baroness  Wilcox,  of  Plym¬ 
outh  in  the  County  of  Devon. 


Birthdays  today 


Chief  Emeka  Anyaoku.  Common¬ 
wealth  Secretary-General.  61  Air 
Marshal  Sir  Alfred  Bail  75;  Mr 
Robert  Banks.  MP,  59:  Mr  foter 
Beardsley,  footballer.  35;  Dr  David 
Bellamy,  botanist,  writer  and 
broadcaster.  63;  Sir  Michael  Bett. 
former  chairman.  Social  Security 
Advisory  Committee.  61:  Mr  John 
Boorman,  film  director.  63;  Mr 
Raymond  Briggs,  illustrator  and 
author,  62;  Professor  M J.  Brown, 
clinical  pharmacologist.  45:  Mr 
David  Burke.  Chief  Constable. 
North  Yorkshire.  57:  Mr  J.R.  Carr, 
former  chairman.  Countryside 
Commission  of  Scotland.  69:  Mr 
Kevin  Costner,  actor.  41:  Mr 
Richard  Dun  woody,  jockey.  32. 
Mr  Christian  Fittipaldi  raring 
driver.  25:  the  Hon  Sir  Roccn  Forte, 
chief  executive.  Forte.  51;  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Goodhart  QC.  63:  Mr  DJ. 
Grant.  Lord  lieutenant  of  County 


Durham.  74;  Mr  James  Harm, 
former  chairman.  Scottish 
Nuclear,  63;  Sir  William  Harding, 
diplomat  69;  Mr  Robert  Hides. 
MP,  58:  Sir  Terence  Higgins.  MP. 
68;  Mr  John  Hougham.  chairman. 
ACAS.  59;  Mr  David  HoweU.  MP, 
60:  Mr  John  Hume,  MP.  MEP.  59: 
Mr  Edward  James,  diplomat  79; 
Dame  Jennifer  Jenkins,  former 
chairman.  National  Trust  75:  Mr 
Paul  Keating.  Prime  Minister  of 
Australia,  52:  Mr  Martin  Laing. 
chairman.  John  Laing.  54.  Sir 
God  fray  Le  Qoesne.  QC  former 
chairman.  Monopolies  and  Merg¬ 
ers  Commission.  72;  Sir  Peter 
Preston,  civil  servant  74:  Sir  Nigel 
Strait  former  chairman.  Strutt 
and  Parker  (Farms).  SO:  Sir  Walter 
Verco.  former  secretary.  Order  of 
the  Garter.  Sir  Ralph  Verney. 
landowner.  81:  Sir  Clive  Whitmore, 
civil  servant  61. 
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BIRTHS 


|  Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Princess  of  Wales  will  launch 
OiiWLute'5  1 0th  Birthday  appeal 
at  the  Savoy  Hotel  at  noon. 

Prince  Edward,  as  Chairman  of 
the  International  Council  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award  Inter¬ 
national  Association,  will  attend 
the  presentation  of  Gdd  awards 
by  die  President  of  Ireland  in 
Dublin  Castle  at  6JXk  and  later 
will  attend  the  10th  anniversary 
dinner. 

The  Princess  Royal  as  Patron  of 
the  Home  Farm  Trust  will  attend 
a  reception  for  current  and 
prospective  patrons  ax  BAFTA, 
Piccadilly,  at  (I  JO:  as  President  of 
the  Patrons.  Crime  Concern,  will 
visit  Kensington  and  Chelsea  Safe 
Cities  projects.  Dartre)'  Tower. 
World's  End  Estate  and  at  Chelsea 
Town  Hall  from  2.00:  and.  as 
Patron  of  the  Butler  Trust  she  will 
view  an  adutation  and  attend  a 
reception  for  HMP  service  staff  at 
Cleland  House.  Page  Street  SW|. 
at  3.45.  Later,  as  Past  Master  of  the 
Lorinera*  Company,  she  will  at¬ 
tend  a  dinner  ai  Vintners'  Hall  at 
7 JO. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Gloucester  will  attend  ihe  Windsor 
and  Eton  Society*  golden  jubilee 
dinner  at  the  Castle  Hotel  Wind¬ 
sor.  at  7.45. 

Today's  events 

The  Queen's  Life  Guard  mounts  at 
Horse  Guards  at  11.00.  The 
Queen's  Guard  mounts  at 
Buckingham  Palace  at  1(  JO. 

Hie  Valentine  Ball 

The  Valentine  Ball  will  be  held  for 
3.000  guests  at  The  Cafe  Royal  on 
Friday.  February  9.  1996.  Invita¬ 
tions  and  £37  tickets  from  0171-931 
8849. 


Anniversaries 

BIFfFHS:  Charles  Louis  de 
Seconds t.  Baron  de  Montesquieu, 
philosopher.  Bordeaux.  168%  Jo¬ 
seph  FarweU  Gfidden.  farmer, 
inventor  of  barbed  wire.  1813; 
Matthew  Webb,  first  English 
Channel  swimmer.  Dawfey. 
Shropshire.  1848:  AA.  Milne, 
children's  writer  and  dramatist. 
London.  1882;  Arthur  Ransome. 
author.  1884:  Antoine  fovsner. 
sculptor,  OiS.  Russia.  1886;  Cary 
Grant,  actor.  Bristol  1904:  Danny 
Kaye,  actor.  Brooklyn.  1913. 
DEATHS:  Jan  van  Riebeck.  sur¬ 
geon  and  founder  of  Cape  Town. 
Djakarta.  Indonesia.  1677:  Sir  John 
Pringle,  physician  and  President  of 
the  Royal  Society  1772.  London. 
1782;  Edward  Bulwer-Lytton.  1st 
Baron  Lytton.  novelist  and  poli¬ 
tician.  Torquay.  1873:  Rudyard 
Kipling,  first  British  writer  to  be 
awarded  die  Nobel  prize  for  lit¬ 
erature,  1907,  London.  1936:  Sir 
Cedi  Beaton,  photographer.  Broad 
Chalke.  Wiltshire,  1980. 

Captain  Cook  disonered  (he  Sand¬ 
wich  Islands  (Hawaii).  1778. 
Wifliam  of  Prussia  was  proclaimed 
as  the  1st  German  Emperor.  1871. 
Captain  Robert  Scoct  and  his 
expedition  arrived  at  the  South 
foie.  1912. 

The  Versailles  Feacr  conference 
opened.  1919. 


Latest  wills . 

Sir  Kingsley  William  Amis,  of 
London  NW1.  the  novelist  and 
poet  left  estate  valued  at  £543,685 
net 

He  appointed  his  son  Martin  LArnls 
and  Jonathan  Clowes,  his  literary 
executors,  and  left  his  published  and 
unpublished  worts,  manuscript 
and  tenets  and  rights  therein  :o 
follow  the  residue  or  his  esuue.  and 
he  left  El. OOO  to  Lily  Uniacice.  of 
Ware,  and  3/4thS  of  the  residue 
equally  between  his  children  Sally, 
Philip  and  Martin  and  1  nth  of  the 
residue  to  Hilary  A  Rilmamock. 

Mr  David  George  Francois 
Nickerson,  of  London  Wll.  an¬ 
tiques  dealer,  former  managing 
director  of  M aliens  in  Bond  Street, 
left  estate  valued  at  £60i.7S2  ret 
Otiter  estates  include  (net.  before 
tax|: 

Dr  James  Cnunottd.  of  London 

SW]0.„ _ L969J50. 

Mr  John  Forrester  EBioo,  of 
Carshalton  Beeches.  Surrey 
£825.214 

Mrs  Gerda  Marts  Fnendeabcrg. 
of  Reigate.  Surrey - £752.455. 
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This  set  of  four  special  stamps  to  mark  the  bicentenary  of  Robert  Bums’s  death 
was  launched  by  Royal  Mail  yesterday  at  the  White  Hart  Irmr  Grassmarket, 
Edinburgh,  where  Bums  stabled  his  horse  on  his  first  via t  to  the  city  in  1786  and  - 
where  he  stayed  on  his  last  visit  there  five  years  later.  The  stamps  were  designed 
by  Andrew  Wolffe  of  the  design  company,  Taybum  Mcuroy  Coates 

Memorial  services 


Mr  Geoffrey  Cross 

The  Queen  was  represented  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  John  Milter 
and  (he  Duke  of  Edinburgh  by  Sir 
Brian  McGrath  at  a  service  of 
thanksgiving  for  the  life  of  Mr 
Geoffrey  Cross,  founder  chairman 
of  the  Royal  Windsor  Horae  Show, 
held  yesterday  at  St  Michael's. 
Bray-on-Thames. 

The  Prince  of  Wale  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Colonel  Gerard  Leigh, 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York  by 
Captain  Neil  Blair.  RN.  Princess 
Alice  Duchess  of  Gloucester  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  Simon 
Bland  and  Prince  and  Princess 
Michael  of  Kent  tty  Miss  Anne 
Frost. 

The  Right  Rev  Michael  Mann 
officiated,  assisted  fay  the  Rev 
George  Repath.  Mr  Patrick  Cross, 
nephew,  and  Mr  Ian  Bryden.  son- 
in-law.  gave  readings.  Mr  Michael 
Clayton.  Editor  of  Horse  and 
Hound,  gave  an  address.  Among 
others  present  were 

Mrs  Ethel  Hyde-white.  Mr  Mark 
Cross  Ison).  Mr  and  Mrs 
Christopher  Archdale  [son-in-law 
and  daughter).  Mrs  Ian  Bryden 
(daughter)  and  oiher  members  of 
the  family. 

Genenu  Sir  Patrick  Palmer 
(governor.  Windsor  Castle).  Mr 
Michael  Bullen  ichalrman.  Royal 
Windsor  Horse  Show)  and  Mrs 
Sullen  with  Mr  A  Wiseman  (chief 
executive)  and  Mis  Wiseman.  Miss 
Penny  Henderson  (secretary)  and 
other  members  of  the  committee: 
Mr  David  Walton  Masters  (vice- 
chairman.  Guards  Polo  Club. 
Windsor  Great  Park).  Mr  John 
Ridley  (representing  the  chair¬ 
man  of  Harrods)  ana  many  other 
friends  and  colleagues,  past  and 
present. 


Sir  Thomas  Devitt 

A  memorial  service  for  Sir  Thomas 
Devin,  former  England  Rugby 
International  was  held  yesterday 
at  St  Leonard's.  Lexden.  Col¬ 
chester.  The  Rev  Stephen  Carter 
officiated.  Mr  Edward  ftuker. 
grandson,  read  the  lesson  and  Sir 
James  Devin,  son,  gave  an  ad¬ 
dress.  Representatives  of  the 
Rugby  Football  Union,  the 
Seaforfh  Highlanders.  Sherborne 
School  Pangboume  College  and 
the  National  Service  for  Seafarers 
were  among  those  present. 

Sir  Trenchard  Cox 

A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  aad  work  of  Sir  Trenchard 
Cox.  a  former  Director  and  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Victoria  and  Albert 
Museum,  was  held  yesterday  at  St 


Martin-in-thc  Fields.  The  Rev 
Nicholas  Hottam  officiated  and 
Prebendary  Austen  Williams  led 
the  prayers. 

Sir  John  Lambert,  nephew,  read 
the  lesson.  Professor  Michael 
Kanfirnann  gave  an  address.  Mr 
James  Cross,  bass,  and  Mr  Nicho¬ 
las  Martin,  trumpet,  also  took 
part  Among  others  present 
were: 

Lady  Lambert  Mr  and  Mis 
Richard  Adams.  Mr  Jeremy 
Adams,  Mr  Christopher  Adams. 
Mr  and  Mrs  Peregrine  Palmer. 
Mrs  James  Cross,  Ms  Janet 
Cavarragh.  Mr  Adam  Cox,  Mr 
Simon  Cox;  Professor  and  MisCF 
Cull  is.  Mr  and  Mrs  William 
Meadows.  Mrs  J  Beefier,  Mr 
Kenneth  Anderson. 

Lady  Relgate.  Lady  Frey  berg, 
Adeline  Laity  AmpthUL  Ucty 
Johnston  (chairman.  National 
Association  of  Decorative  and 
Fine  Arts  Societies)  with  Dr  Joyce 
williams  (Hampstead  Heath 
branch)  and  Mrs  Jean  Read  (West 
Mercia  branch)  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  association:  Lady 
Parkinson.  Lady  Clarice,  Lady 
Pilcher.  Sir  Roy  Strong.  Sir 
Edwaiti  Ford.  Mr  and  Mrs  Richard 
Walker.  Mr  and  Mrs  Clive  Wilson. 
Mrs  Austen  Williams.  Mis  Sheila 
Chapman.  Mis  Michaels  Jenker- 
son-Kenshole.  Miss  Lillian 
Browse.  Mr  Sidney  Hutchison.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Purer  Ward-Jackson. 

Mrs  Penelope  Ctainy.  Mr  and 
Mrs  Peter  Rogers,  Mrs  Shirley 
Bury.  Mr  and  Mrs  Terence 
MuUaly.  Mr  William  Clarke.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Robert  Rowe.  Mr  WUllam 
Reid.  Mrs  Marti  Guinness  Aschan. 
Mr  Richard  Edgcumbe.  Dr 
Kenneth  Garilck,  MajorCeneraJ 
Henry  Lascelles,  Mr  Robin 
Hfidyard,  Mrs  Jennifer  Opie,  Mr 
william  Young.  Mrs  David 
Colquhoun.  Mr  J  M  Cartwright 
Sharp,  the  Ven  F R  and  Mis  KazeiL 
Commander  and  Mrs  Alasxair 
Anson,  Dr  John  Physict 

Mr  and  Mis  Adrian  Sterling.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Anthony  Pilcher.  Miss 
Anne  Sea  grim.  Miss  A  Thurgood, 
Mr  and  Mrs  Basil  Robinson.  Mr 
and  Mis  Graham  Rwookls.  Mrs 
Frank  White.  Dr  and  Mrs  Frank 
Greenaway.  Mr  Michael  Wilson. 
Miss  N  Ruthstein.  Mr  John  Mallet, 
Mr  John  Cbeny.  Mrs  Ruth 
Wooldridge,  Mrs  Helen  Gordon 
Sro ith.  Dr  R  W  J  Kray.  Mrs  Ratty 
Mason.  Mrs  Jeanne  Rosen.  Mrs 
Celia  GUmour. 

Mr  Alan  Borg  (director,  victoria 
and  Albert  Museum).  Ms  Glertys 
wild  (Birmingham  Museum). 
Mbs  Judv  Eagerton  (National 
Gallery},  Miss  Rosalind  SavUl 
(director.  The  Wallace  Collection). 
Mrs  Marcaret  Richardson  (cura¬ 
tor.  5ir  John  Soane-s  Museum) 
and  Miss  Helen  Dorey  (deputy 
curator).  Dr  Oliver  trapey  (Ash- 
molean  Museum.  Oxford).  Mr 
Tim  Clifford  (director.  National 
Galleries  of  Scotland)  and  Mrs 
Clifford. 

Mr  John  Murdoch  (director, 
Courtauld  Institute  Galleries),  Mr 
Richard  Klngzen  [Thomas  Agnew 
&  Sons).  Mr  and  Mrs  Meath  Baker 
(Medici  Society).  Mr  Peter  Can- 
nan-Brookes  (Joint  editor. 
Museum  Management  and  Cura¬ 
tors  hi  pj.  Miss  Erica  O’Donnell 


(director.  Study  Centre  for  the 
History  of  Fine  and  Decorative 
Art).  Mr  Stephen  E  A  Green 


and  many  other  friends  and 
former  colleagues. 

Mr  Tom  Burns 

Mass  in  thanksgiving  for  the  life  of 
Mr  Thomas  Ferrier  Burns,  former 
Editor  of  The  Tablet,  was  con- 
cefebrajed  by  Dam  Dominic 
Milnty,  OSB.  nephew,  assisted  by . 
the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of 
Portsmouth  and  Father  N.  Swin- 
ton  at  the  Church  of  the  Immacu¬ 
late  Conception,  form  Street, 
yesterday.  '  •  •• 

Lady  (Jonathan)  Parker,  daugh¬ 
ter.  and  Mr  David  Burns,  son. 
read  the  lessons.  Mr  Tom  G. 
Burns,  son.  read  from  the  works  of 
Gerard  Manley  Hopkins  and  Mr 
Jimmy  Burns,  son.  read  from  The 
Use  qf  Memory.  Mr  George  Bull 
gave  an  address. 

Pipe  Major  R.  Murphy  played 
Flowers  of  the  Forest  after  Mass. 
Among  others  present  were: 

Mis  Burns  (widow).  Mrs  Tom  G 
Bums,  mis  David  Bums  and  the 
Hon .  Mrs  Bums  (daughters-in- 
law).’ Mr  Oliver  Parker,  Mr  Peter  . 
Parker,  Miss  Manuel  A.  Boras,  i 
Thomas  Bums.  Renata  .  Bums 
Charles  Bums,  Francesca  Burns 
Julia  Bums  and  Miriam  Bums 
(grandchildren).  Mrs  Basil  John,  ■, 
Mrs  Peter.  Whitfield  and  -Mrs  ! 
William  Mllroy  (sisters),  Mbs 
Belen  Maranon  (sister-in-law).  Mr 
Adrian  Whitfield.  Mrs  M  Edwards. 
Mr  and  Mrs  Simon  John.  Matthew 
John,  Miss  Sarah  John. 

The  Spanish  Ambassador.  Lord  I 
Harrington.  Lord  and  Lady  Hum 
of  Tanworth.  Lord  Htyhoe.  Sir  ! 
Michael  Pal  User,  the  Hon  Lady  de 
Zulueta,  the  Hon  Edmund  and 
Mrs  Howard.  Lady  Lindsay  or 
Dowhlll,  Sir  Paul  Wright  Lady 
Pilcher,  Lady  Wade-Gery  (repre¬ 
senting  the  chairman  of  the 
Anglo-Spanlsh  Society).  'Sir 
Richard  Parsons,  Sir  David 
Goodall.  Lady  (James)  Bowker. 
Prebendary  Gerard  Irvine.  Miss 
nemaiy  Irvine.  Mi  Mark  Bittner, 
Mr  Hubert  Pi  card  a,  QC,  Mrs  John 
Nichols.  Mr  and  Mis  Philip 
German-Rlbon,  Mrs  Gavin 
Ferguson.  Mr  and  Mrs  John1 
Vernon.  Mr  and  Mrs  Michael 
Ridley,  Mr  Anlhony  Butcher.  QC, 
Mrs  Anthony  de  LoiMntere.  Mbs 
Philippa  Toomejr.  Major-General 
and  Mrs  J  H  Page. 

Mr  John  Wilkins  (editor.  The 
Tablet)  with  Mr  Hugh  Keaty 
(publisher).  Mr  Alfrea  Latham- 
Koenig  (director).  Ms  Margaret 
Heppukbwatie  and  Ms  babel 
Outfflv:  Mr  Michael  Gorman 
Association).  Mr 
Philip  Daniel  and  Mr  John  Sava 
(Caiholtc  Union).  Mr  Olglerd 
Stepan  (Catholic  Council  for 
Polish  welfare).  Mr  Tony  Thomas 
mte  economist).  Mr  Eddie  Linden 
(editor.  Aquarius),  Mr  Martin 
Red  fern  (Sneed  and  Ward)  and 
many  other  friends. 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Caiii^TJt  Acwurth,  QRH.  ' 
and  MissJXL-Webb. 

The .  engagement'  is  announced  , 
between  Thomas-  RkhartL  ddarv. 
son  of  the  VenerabteiU7.  und  Mrs 
Aewnrth,  of  Wells,  Somerset,  and 
Jayne  Catherine  .daughter  of  Mr' 
and -Mrs  JJR.  Webb,  of  Saxdbjn 
Leicestershire.  ,  - 
Mr&XBaflqr  .  - 

and  Miss C_E.  Ma?  r 

The-  d^reennit .  is  axmooncea 
between  RjchaniJames,soQOf  Mr 
and  Mrs  S -EM  Bailey,  efMoswefl  _ 
:H3t  Londm.  and  '.  Catherine 
■'  Flakhetb,  ynmtoerdauQhier  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Genkl  Magee,  of  Ttys 

HHUfan. . 

Mr  RJ.  Cammadt 

and  Miss fiAi’.Kosnifciuros; 

The  engagement-  is-  announced, 
between  Robert,  son  of  Mr  and.. 
Mis  ;Ttevui  Cammack.  "  erf  ' 
-Harpendco.  -Hertfordshire,  and 
Erika,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis 
Phflm  Kramdomos.  of.  Hgftgafe, 
London.  ■ 

Mr  N.  Dovey  -  : 

aiad  Mis  U.  Sflvej  ; 

Ihe  engagement  is  annnunorri  " 
betweetiiNeS,  son  of  Barrie  and  - 
Efene  Dcpvey,  Of  Newcastle  under  ' 
Lyme;  Staffbrtisfure;  and  Usbetir  . 
Jo.  dau^uer  of  Stuart  tmd  Adek 
SOvcy.  of  Witidsor.  Berkshire^ 

-Mr  RA.  Dybaff 
.  and  Mias.  Gf.. Moore 
The-^  engagement.  Is;  announced 
•  between  Richard,  elder  son  of  Mr . 
and  Mrs  ftter  DyfaalL  of  Lytchett . 
Matravera,  Dorset;  anti  Clara.  , 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Brian  , 
Moore.  ofCamberiqr.  Surrey. 
Coknwd  RJLS-- Faulkner 
and  Mrs  ZJEJEk  Thom  . 

■  The  engagement  -fa  -announced-  - 
between  Robin  Faulkner,  late  The  - 
Queen's  Royal  Lancers,  of  Tdfont, 
Salidnuy.  wntshrre,  and  ZSlab  . 
Thosn.fafLoodcn.SW19. 

Vfacxntid  Rdkestooe 
and  MiwAJri.  Stanford 
The  Qt^geRfe&t  -fa  announced  - 
'  between  Wuliam.  ddest  son  of  the 
Earl  of  Radnor  and  Lady  Cox.  and  -. 
Mefesa.  daughter  trf  Mr  and  M/s  ; 
James  Stanford.  " 

Mr  HALcnn  - 
and  Miss  SJ.  Wrigtti  ,  . 

The  .engagement  Is  announced 
between  Refund,  third  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Dennis  Leman,  of  East. 
-Grinstead,  Sussex,  and  Susan, 
dder  daintier,  of  Dr  sod  Mrs 
Arthur  E.  Wright,  of  Hexham. 


MrWKC  Healing 
and  MiasJ.O^tBard 
The'  engagenBeht  •  is  announced 
betweenwnfiam.  ddest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Julian  Healing,  of  Astis, 
Franck  aod'Joanna,  elder  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Robert  Izzaxd, 
of  Crowborou^L  East  Sussex. 
Mr&N. Hobbs 
aad Mfax&C.  Frankcom 
The  engagement  is  -  announced 
between  SebastianNichdas,  only 

sob  tff  Mr  M.G.  Hobbs,  of  Milton. 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  Mrs  MJF. 
folds,  of  Moaerham  St  Andrew, 
Cheshire,  and  Emma  .Caroline, 
only:  'daughter  of  Mr  G.K. 
Frankcotn,  of  Artmdd.  West  Sus¬ 
sex.  and  Mri  MA  Franlccotri.  of 
CSrisham,  Surrey.  ' 

Captma  S-A.  Khchhig  . 
and  M3ssJ:C  Wade 
The  en^^eraent  fa  announced 
between  Simon  Arthur,  younger 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  David 
KiRhing,  of  Beicrfey.  Yariuhire, 
and  Joanna'  Cameron,  younger 


$r<: 


Waite,  of  Shnvenham.  Oxfordshire.- 
MrDJXFcoty 
and  Mias  &  KnbMcs 
The  engagemen  t  fa  announced 
•  between'  David,  son  of  the  late  Mr 
and  .Mrs  Herbert  Fearey.  and 
Susannah,  dau^iter  of  .the  late 
Majori  Timothy'  Knowles  and  of 
'Mrs  fotrida  Krawdes.  of  Baunton, 
-.Gloucestershire  ' 

MrXC  Taylor 
md  Miss  AJ*  Wood 
The  engagemcnl  .fa  announced 
between  Jeon,  dder  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Andrew  Taylor.  of  'BalsaO 
Common.  West  Midlands,  and 
Alexandra,  younger  daughter  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  ana  Mrs 
Daykf  '  ‘  Wood,  of  Mifcombe, 
Oxfordshire:  - 
MY  AJXE.  Tebbs  ' 

-'and  MfaAL  Smith 
The  engagement  fa  announced 
faeiwran  AttJrew.  son  of  Mr  David 
Td*s.  of  Wimbledon,  and  Mrs 
Jody  Chilton,  of  Eddington.  Wilt¬ 
shire,  and  Axabcdfa:  daughter  of 
.  Mr  and  Mrs  David  Smith,  of 
Famham.  Surrey. 

DrR.L.  Vihrin '. 
and  Miss  SMA.  McWiffiam 
The  ftijjppBgit  is  announced 
between  Robot,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Francis  VBain.  of  Solihull 
West  Midlands,  and  Salty,  daugh¬ 
ter  ofMrCtemati  McWilliaxh,  of 
Wmcfiester.  ahd  elder  daughter  of 
Mrs  Stuart  Moore,  of  Savernake. 
Wiltshire.  - 
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modem  diseases 

By.  Nwuwan  Hammond,  archaeology  corresponded 


HUNDREDS  of  skefefias  from  an 
Egyptian  tixnb  are  revealing'  evi- 
(fenreof  ananoent  population  that 
suffered  from  modem  disease^ 
including  cancer  and  tuberculosis. 
More  than  3J300  years  ,  ago  ac¬ 
cidents.  domestic  violence  and 
arthritis  were  all  present' in  foe 
Nife Valley;- 

The  evidence  comes  from  nearly 
550  individuals,  including  more 
than  350  adults,  buried  m  arid 
around  the  tomb  of  Maya  and  his . 
wife  Meryl  ax  Saqqaxa.  near  Cum. 
Maya  was  Tfatankhainiixtfs  trea¬ 
surer  and  .confidant,  Meryt  a 
dmttress  of  the  god  Amun:  when 
the  tomb  was  found  nearty  a 
decade  ago  it  caused  a  sensation. 

The  tomb  had  bran  robbed  in 
antiquity,  however,  and  the  .re¬ 
mains  of  individuals  were  thor¬ 
oughly  mbced. .  'It  has  taken 
Professor  Engen  Scrouhal  oZ 
Charles  Umveraity  in  Prague  and 
Dr-WJL  Perizooms  several  years. 
In  scat  die  remains  ouL 
.  “Neverthdess.  it  was  passible  to 
recover  banc  demographic  data,, 
and  .  especially  to  observe 
palaeopathotogical  changes.''  Pro¬ 
fessor  Strouhal  says  in  Egyptian 

rdatividy^^w^^^ras  were  de¬ 
tected,  and  meet  could  have  been 
foe  result  of  acodents  or  donustic’ 
violence.- 

Mon  of  foe  adults  suffered  from 
degeiuft  alive  diseases,  inducting 
arthritis  and  osteophytosis  of  the 
spine.  Some  joints  had  had  their 
caztBaRdes&oyedltyhaid  phys¬ 
ical  labour,  indicating  tint  the 


tomb  held  foe  retrains  of  workers 
as  well  as  membera  of  Egypt's 
4Gte.'- 

-  Amqugfoc  hereditary  afflictions 
was  spondylolysis,  a  stress  frac¬ 
ture.  of  the  vertebral  arches;  the 
concentration  of  bones  with  this 
'  condition  in  certain  burial  chatn- 
-btra'Tihty  iddkate  that  they  were 
_  used  by  .blood  rdatives  as  fanuty 
'  burial  piaas.-  Professor  Strouhal 
says.' 

•  Tuberculosis  was  less  common 
than  expected,  bat  there  was 
evidence  for  -  several  lands  of 
turaoars-  One  young  man's  fore¬ 
arm  had  been  deformed  by  an 
osteosarcoma^  which  had  led  to 
rapid-inner  bone  growth  bursting 
through  the  hone  surface. 

.-  The  most  spectacular  tumour 
trad  destroyed  the  entire  rear  and 
left  side  of  foe  skull  of  a  man  in  his 
'  forties,  ronoring  a  section  of  vault 
more  than  4in  square.  The  prob¬ 
able  cause  was  an  intracranial 
tumour,  or  metastasis  from  a 
caronuma  elsewhere  in  the  body: 
.  but  foe  pattialty  healed  edge  of  foe 
fesoa  shows  that  tfus  tumour  did 
Dot  kill  the  num,  although  cancer 
remains  his  likely  cause  of  death. 

There  was  littie  evidenoe  for 
andent  surgery.  One  skull  how¬ 
ever.  had  a  section  of  bone  re¬ 
moved  from  the  occipital,  probahdy 
as  an  atypical  means  of 
.  racerebration  during  embalming: 
no  brain  tissue  remained,  but  there 

was  no  evidence  of  its  removal  via 
the  nose,  the  usual  Egyptian 
practice. 

Sowce: EgypOanArchatotogr fcl  M3. 
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Obituaries 


Kaye  Webb.  MBE.  children’s 
book  publisher,  died  on  January 
I®  *gcd  SI.  She  was  bom  on 
January  26, 1914. 


KAYE  WEBB 


THROUGHOUT  the  1960s  and  1970s 
Kaye  Webb  was  the  doyenne  of  chil¬ 
dren's  books.  In  her  day  at  Puffin 
Books,  parents  could  trust  any  Puffin 
to  provide  good  reading  for  their  child. 
Through  the  Puffin  Club,  which  she 
founded  in  1967,  generations  of  bright 
children  became  well-read,  curious 
and  keen  on  letter  writing.  The  Puffin 
Post,  packed  with  their  stories,  puzzles 
and  poems  and  jokes  CWhat  comes  out 
of  a  cupboard  at  lOOropb?  Stirling 
Moth!  reflected  the  zest  of  “The  Fattest 
Puffin",  as  Kaye  Webb  would  sign  her 
autograph  for  children. 

She  assumed  that  all  children  were 
avid  not  for  news  of  pop  stars  but  for 
eclectic  information:  did  you  know  you 
can  roll  a  hibernating  dormouse  across 
a  Cable-top  without  waking  it  up?  In 
return,  children  responded  with  their 
best  handiwork:  even  on  her  80th 
birthday  in  1994  the  mass  of  cards 
Kaye  Webb  received  were  all  individ¬ 
ually  designed,  painted  and  lettered  by 
former  Puffineers,  including  at  least 
one  Fleet  Street  editor. 

She  was  bom  in  London,  the 
daughter  of  a  drama  critic  mother  and 
a  father  who  wrote  for  The  Irish  Times. 
At  nine  she  had  rheumatic  fever  and, 
confined  to  bed.  she  read  Scott. 
Thackeray  and  Dumas.  At  ten  she  won 
a  competition  for  reciting,  and  her 
prize  was  Oscar  wade’s  The  Happy 
Prince,  which  remained  her  most 
treasured  book.  At  her  boarding  school 
she  had  an  enthusiastic  English  teach¬ 
er.  Ben  R.  Gibbs,  who  told  her.  “I  think 
we’re  going  to  make  a  poet  out  of  you." 
He  sent  some  of  his  pupils’  work  to 
Wa her  de  la  Mare,  who  responded: 
“There  is  one  exceptional  poem  here," 
and  it  was  Kaye  Webb's. 

Many  years  later,  when  Kaye  Webb 
was  editing  The  Young  Elizabethan 
magazine  for  children  of  the  Corona-  - 
tion  generation,  she  was  taken  by  John 
Grigg -- then  stffi  Ii)rd  Altrfod^  — 
to  meet  de  la  Mare,  who  was  by  now  80 
and  bedridden.  Ftam  then  on  she  went 
to  tea  with  the  Poet  Laureate  every 
Wednesday  until  his  dea  th.  He  fold 
her.  “Have  you  noticed.  Kindness 
begins  with  a  K.  too." 


After  school,  turning  down  the 
chance  to  train  as  an  actress  with 
Lilian  Baylis  (because  Ben  R.  Gibbs 
told  her  she  should  write  her  own 
plays,  and  could  act  in  them  later), 
Kaye  Webb  went  to  Fleet  Street  She 
was  “George  the  inquiry  man"  on 
Picturegoer  magazine,  graduating  to 
Picture  Post  and  to  IJUiput,  where  she 
solicited  work  from  Waugh,  Shaw. 
Betjeman,  and  H.G.  Wells.  She  got 
married  and  unmarried  twice  before 
she  discovered  Ronald  Searie.  the 
brilliant  young  cartoonist  When  he 
came  home  from  Changi  jail,  they 
married  and  began  to  travel:  he  would 
draw  and  she  would  write  for  the  News 
Chronicle,  and  (hey  produced  their 
Paris  Sketchbook  (1960)  jointly. 


In  the  1950s  she  and  Searie  were  a 
glamorous  young  couple,  much  photo¬ 
graphed  at  home  with  their  photogenic 
wins  Kate  and  John.  (“Their  marriage 
is  a  model  of  domestic  happiness 
enriched  by  professional  collabor¬ 
ation"  —  The  Sunday  Times .  1951). 
Searie  created  his  St  Trinian’s  charac¬ 
ters;  she  became  editor  of  The  Young 
Elizabethan,  featuring  Nigel  Moles- 
worth-  But  in  1961  Searie  walked  out  of 
the  marriage  to  live  in  France,  and 
Allen  Lane  invited  Miss  Webb  to  take 
over  the  work  of  Eleanor  Graham, 
who  had  pioneered  Puffins  in  the 
1940s.  “Alt  my  life  my  business  life  has 
worked  out  beautifully,"  she  said.  “My 
private  life  has  been  the  reverse." 

Kaye  Webb  brought  a  tireless  dyna¬ 


mism  to  the  job  in  an  era  when 
publishers  and  librarians  began  to  see 
the  importance  of  children’s  reading. 
Her  Puffins  —  beginning  with 
Moonjleet  by  Meade  Faulkner  and 
Arthur  Calder-MarshalTs  The  Fair  to 
Middling  —  sold  in  millions  and 
stayed  in  print  for  decades.  So  getting 
into  Puffins  was  an  accolade  for 
children’s  authors.  She  always  knew 
instinctively  what  children  would  find 
fun.  “What  1  would  like  from  you,"  she 
would  write  in  Puffin  Post,  “is  a  some 
story.  The  story  must  be  about  a  stone. 
Five  stoney  prizes."  Children  respond¬ 
ed  to  such  challenges  with  enthusiasm 
and  would  write  rapturous  letters 
about  the  token  prizes.  There  were 
Puffin  holidays,  picnics  and  projects  to 
save  coastlines  and  bury  time-cap¬ 
sules.  There  was  a  song  "There  is 
nothin  like  a  Puffin"  and  a  codeword 
(Sniffup  S patera.  Puffins  are  tops). 

She  also  latched  onto  the  notion  that 
children  liked  to  meet  authors  so  she 
hired  them  from  their  garrets,  and 
their  readers  would  queue  halfway 
down  the  street  to  meet  Roald  Dahl 
Spike  Milligan  or  Quentin  Blake.  She 
would  take  parties  of  readers  to  seethe 
places  where  their  favourite  stories 
were  set.  She  trumpeted  no  dogma 
about  literacy,  except  to  urge  parents  to 
read  aloud  to  their  children,  and  to  see 
that  they  owned  as  many  books  as  toys. 

She  was  appointed  MBE  in  1974  and 
on  her  80th  birthday  a  number  of  her 
authors  gathered  at  Claridge’s  — 
Raymond  Briggs.  Joan  Aitken.  Philip¬ 
pa  Pearce.  Leon  Garfield.  Nina 
Bawden,  Nicholas  Fisk,  Shirley 
Hughes  —  for  a  nursery  tea.  By  this 
time  —  1994  —  Puffin  Books  were 
asking  writers  for  stories  of  violent 
crime  and  mystery,  to  woo  the  pre-teen 
boys  of  the  computer-game  generation. 
Her  last  anthology  was  Family  Tree, 
poems  and  prose  about  less  than 
perfect  families  with  Disagreeable 
Cousins.  Odd  Aunts  etc. 

Confined  latterly  to  her  book-lined 
mansion  flat  overlooking  the  canal  at 
■  little  Venice,  its  walls  hung  with 
drawings  by  Searie  and  Ardizzone.  she 
never  stopped  enjoying  children's 
books,  or  the  company  of  children, 
making  friends  with  the  small  children 
of  her  neighbour  Victoria  Wood. 

She  is  survived  by  her  son  and 
daughter. 


DEREK  KIMBER 


Derek  Kimber,  OBE, 
master  shipbuilder  and 
Prime  Warden, 
Worshipful  Company  of 
Shipwrights,  1986-87,  died 
on  December  21  aged  78. 
He  was  born  on  May  2, 
1917. 


DEREK  KIMBER  was  one  of 
the  last  of  those  redoubtable 
personalities  in  British  ship¬ 
building  who  were  able  to 
control  whole  shipyards.  He 
reached  the  peak  of  his  career 
at  a  point  when,  amid  the 
ruinous  decline  of  British  ship 
construction,  this  role  became 
impossible.  With  a  passion  for 
shipbuildmg.  immense  energy 
and  a  clear-sighted,  forceful 
nature,  he  was  a  formidable 
opponent  of  nationalisation, 
standing  up  against  what  he 
saw  as  its  idiocies. 

In  1977  his  wife  Gwen,  who 
died  two  weeks  before  him, 
launched  the  last  British  pri¬ 
vately  constructed  SDH  gen¬ 
eral  purpose  cargo  carrier,  a 
product  of  the  shipbuilders 
Austin  and  Pickers  gill  a  com¬ 
pany  of  which  he  was  chair¬ 
man.  When  asked  what  the 
effect  of  nationalisation  would 
be  on  this  profitable  company, 
he  replied:  “Nationalise  me. 
and  l  wifi  be  able  to  make  a 
loss  with  the  best  of  them." 

Naturally,  these  views  did 


not  endear  him  to  the  Labour 
Government  of  the  day.  and 
may  even  have  deprived  him 
of  the  knighthood  which  many 
considered  to  be  his  due: 
Nevertheless,  within  the  mari¬ 
time  community  his  reput¬ 
ation  and  expertise  were  much 
sought  after.  Even  after. his 
retirement  from  active  com- 
merdaj  concerns,  tile  tally  of 
his  presidencies  and  chair¬ 
manships  of  professional 
councils  and  associations,  his 
contribution  to  steering  com¬ 
mittees  both  national  and 
international  and  his  other 
devoted  struggles  to  preserve 
something  :  of  Britain’s 
industrialised  presence  re¬ 
mained  remarkable. 

Educated  at  Bedford  Coll¬ 
ege  _  and  Imperial  College, 
London,  Derek  Barton 
Kimber  entered  the  Royal 
Corps  of  Naval  Constructors 
in  1939  with  an  engineering 
degree.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  war  he  was  engaged  in  the 
rapid  repair  and  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  European  ports  such  as 
Antwerp,  which  was  vital  to 
the  support  of  the  Allied 
advance  in  Western  Europe. 
Fbr  this  work  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  OBE  in  1945. 

After  a  brief  spell  with  the 
consultants  Urwick  Orr.  he 
became  shipyard  manager 
and  then  deputy  managing 


director  of  Fairfields,  a  ship¬ 
builder  of  the  grander  sort  at 
Glasgow,  which  was  then 
engaged  in  building  passen¬ 
ger  ships  and  liners  for  Cana¬ 
dian  Pacific  He  was  largely 
responsible  for  enlarging  and 
modernising  the  yard  during 
foe  early  1960s  and,  after  a 
fact-finding  tour  of  European 
companies,  went  on  to  mike  a 
major  contribution  to  the  Pat¬ 
ton  report  which  set  out  the 
then  best  practice  for  the 
British  industry. 


In  1966  he  moved  across  the 
Irish  Sea  to  the  Belfast  ship¬ 
builder  Hariand  and  Wolff, 
where,  as  deputy  to  the  chief 
executive,  he  was  again  re¬ 
sponsible  for  a  major  recon¬ 
struction  programme.  This 
included  the  design  and  con¬ 
struction  of  the  huge 
newbuilding  dock  which,  with 
its  gantry  cranes,  is  today  so 
much  a  local  landmark. 

.  In  (970.  in  what  his  contem¬ 
poraries  saw  as  an  unexpected 
sabbatical,  he  took  up  for 
three  years  the  post  of  director- 
general  of  the  Chemical  in¬ 
dustries  Association,  a 
London-based  trade  associ¬ 
ation  which  promotes  tile 
business  and  political  interests 
of  this  important  industrial 
sector. 

But  the  hire  of  shipbuilding 
was  too  great  and  Kimber 
returned  to  become  chairman 
of  the  Austin  and  Pickersgill 
shipyard  on  the  Wear,  the 
scene  of  his  greatest  achieve¬ 
ments.  The  conception  of  the 
SD14  cargo  ship  and  the  B26 
bulk  earner,  both  of  a  stan¬ 
dard  design  which  could  be 
built  quickly  and  efficiently, 
found  a  ready  international 
market  and  proved  to  be 
Kimber's  most  important  con¬ 
tribution  to  British  shipbuild¬ 
ing.  bringing  him  worldwide 
recognition.  He  was  noted  for 
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his  good  relations  with  ship¬ 
owners,  travelling  the  world  to 
garner  their  opinions  himself. 
In  particular,  the  Greek.  Nor¬ 
wegian  and  Chinese  ship- 
owning  communities  held  him 
in  high  esteem. 

After  the  industry  was 
largely  nationalised,  he  be¬ 
came  chairman  of  the  four 
yards  of  Govan,  Smith's  Dock. 
Austin  and  Pickersgill  and 
Sunderland  Shipbuilders.  In 
1963  he  gave  up  these  chair¬ 
manships  and  went  into  ship- 
owning.  becoming  the 
chairman  of  London  and 
Overseas  Freighter.  Wilks 
Shipping  Company  and  of  the 
coaster  owners  Short  Sea 
Europe. 

In  1977  he  was  awarded  one 
of  the  Royal  Institution  of 
Naval  Architects'  rare  gold 
medals  for  a  technically  excel¬ 
lent  paper  on  the  creation  of  a 
production  facility  for  stan¬ 
dard  ships:  he  subsequently 
became  president  of  that  insti¬ 
tution  until  1981.  He  was  a 
well-known  figure  in  the  City 
of  London  and  a  prominent 
and  effective  Prime  Warden  of 
the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Shipwrights. 

Profiled  in  the  finana'af 
Times  in  December  last  year 
as  “the  grand  old  man  of 
British  shipbuildmg".  Derek 
Kimber  was  a  man  whose 
uncompromising  nature  and 
blunt  and  often  undiplomatic 
turn  of  speech  made  him 
difficult  to  get  to  know.  But 
those  colleagues  who  man¬ 
aged  to  reach  the  inner  man 
and  to  earn  his  full  acceptance 
found  him  lovable,  a  man  of 
great  courage  and  compas¬ 
sion.  A  keen  golfer  to  the  end, 
physically  robust  and  a  hard 
man  to  match  on  an  overseas 
business  four,  he  was  remem¬ 
bered  for  jogging  round 
Newcastle  racecourse  on  the 
morning  after  a  night  made 
sleepless  by  his  sixtieth  birth¬ 
day  celebrations. 

He  married  Gwendoline 
Broth  erton  in  1943  and  is 
survival  by  their  two  sons  and 
one  of  their  two  daughters. 


HIS  HONOUR  PETER 
HOPKIN  MORGAN 


His  Honour  Peter 
Hopkin  Morgan.  QC 
former  circuit  judge,  died 
on  December  30  aged  76. 
He  was  born  on  February 
5. 1919. 


WITH  the  death  of  Peter 
Morgan  the  Bar,  particularly 
in  Wales,  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  compassionate  as  well  as 
its  most  convivial  members. 

Peter  Trevor  Hopkin  Mor¬ 
gan  was  the  son  of  Cyril 
Morgan,  chairman  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  business  of  Hopkin  Mor¬ 
gan  &  Co  of  Pontypridd.  He 
was  sent  to  Bryn  Tirion  School 
and  then  went  on  to  Mill  Hill 
School.  On  leaving  Mill  Hill 
in  1936  he  spent  some  time  in 
Germany  and  almost  a  year  at 
Tours  in  France,  before  going 
up  to  Magdalen  College, 
Oxford. 

His  university  career  was 
interrupted  by  the  war  —  in 
which  he  served  with  the 
Somerset  Light  Infantry  and 
later  in  the  Intelligence  Corps 
—  but  he  returned  to  Oxford  in 
1945  to  take  a  degree  in 
Modern  Languages.  In  that 
year,  too,  he  stood  unsuccess¬ 
fully  asa  Liberal  in  the  Cardiff 
Central  constituency  (the  seat 
was  won  for  Labour  by 
George  Thomas,  later  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons). 

Having  decided  early  on 
against  joining  the  family 
business,  and  encouraged  by 
his  barrister  uncle  Trevor 
Morgan,  he  resolved  to  read 
for  the  Bar.  This  meant  mov¬ 
ing  to  London  along  with  his 
wife  Jo.  whom  he  had  married 
in  1942.  and  two  small  child¬ 
ren.  Called  to  tile  Bar  by  the 
Middle  Temple  in  1949,  he 
returned  to  Wales  where  he 
lived  at  Aberthin.  near 
Cowbridge.  and  practised  as  a 
junior  in  Chambers  at  9  Park 
Place.  Cardiff.  A  member  of 
the  Wales  and  Chester  circuit, 
he  also  in  195D  became  a 
lecturer  in  Law  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wales  (Cardiff  and 
Swansea),  in  which  post  he 
continued  until  1955. 


Morgan  had  already  begun 
to  specialise  in  divorce  cases 
and.  in  pursuit  of  further  work- 
in  this  field,  he  moved  in  1955 
once  more  to  London  where  he 
first  joined  Melford  Steven¬ 
son’s  old  chambers  and  then 
those  of  Lord  (Emlyn)  Hooson. 
staying  in  the  latter  until  1972. 
These  were  the  years  of  his 
greatest  success,  when  his  gift 
for  making  friends  and  lack  of 
stuffy  formality  helped  him  to 
remove  the  acrimony  from 
many  famous  divorce  cases. 

He  was  particularly  anxious 
that  as  far  as  possible,  child¬ 
ren  should  be  spared  the 
antagonism  which  English 
law  so  often  encouraged  be¬ 
tween  their  parents,  and  on 
the  occasions  when  children 
had  to  attend  meetings  at 
which  he  presided  he  would 
take  his  dog  into  chambers  to 
help  put  them  at  ease. 

Having  taking  silk  in  197Z 
Morgan  longed  to  return  to 
his  native  Wales.  To  his  de¬ 
light,  the  chance  came  when 
he  was  appointed  a  circuit 
judge  in  the  same  year,  a 
function  he  performed  with 
zeal  until  he  retired  in  1987. 

Retirement  meant  moving 
from  Gwent  to  be  nearer  his 


children  and  grandchildren 
but  he  retained  his  old  links  on 
becoming  a  judge  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Court  of  the  Church  in 
Wales.  A  cheerful  host,  he  saw 
nothing  strange  in  inviting  old 
friends  from  the  Bar  to  join 
him  for  drinks  on  a  narrow 
boat  —  which  often  involved 
tramping  along  broken  down 
towpaths  and  over  dilapidated 
lock  gates. 

Morgan  was,  in  fact,  some¬ 
thing  of  an  eccentric  —  not  in 
any  spirit  of  protest,  for  he  was 
quite  conservative  (with  a  very 
small  "c")  in  most  things,  but 
in  order  to  suit  his  own 
convenience.  There  can  have 
been  few  judges  who  attended 
court  on  a  motorbike,  with  wig 
tucked  into  the  tool-box  be¬ 
hind  the  rider,  as  he  did  when 
sitting  in  Cardiff. 

Court  officials  at  Maidstone 
and  Reading  (where  he  filled 
in  during  summer  holidays; 
were  often  taken  aback  to  see 
him  rush  away  at  the  end  of 
the  day  on  a  moped  to  join  his 
wife  on  their  narrow  boat: 
within  minutes  he  could  be 
found  in  the  stem  of  March 
Hare  wearing  old  corduroys 
and  an  even  older  jacket,  with 
a  drink  in  one  hand  and  The 
Times  crossword  before  him. 
Remarkably,  he  was  generally 
well-informed  about  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  day.  although  he 
was  never  seen  to  look  at 
anything  in  the  paper  beyond 
the  Law  Reports  and  the 
crossword. 

Morgan  loved  the  canals,  as 
ever  since  his  days  in  Tours, 
he  had  loved  France.  His 
happiest  holidays  were  spent 
either  on  a  narrow  boat,  or  on 
the  lie  de  R£  and  later  the 
vineyard  of  his  daughter  and 
her  husband  south  of  Bor¬ 
deaux.  He  was  as  Liveryman 
of  the  fishmongers  Company, 
a  great  lover  of  wane,  a  reader 
of  detective  stories,  a  smoker 
of  cigarettes. 

He  married  Josephine  Tra¬ 
vers.  daughter  of  the  play¬ 
wright  Ben  Travers.  She 
survives  him  together  with 
their  son  arid  three  daughters. 


SIR  PETER  SHEPHERD 


Sir  Peter  Shepherd.  CBE, 
industrialist  died  on 
January  6  aged  79.  He 
was  bora  on  October  18, 
1916. 
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PETER  SHEPHERD  was  a 
leading  figure  for  more  than 
40  years  in  efforts  to  improve 
the  education,  training  and 
professionalism  of  the  UK 
construction  industry.  The  el¬ 
dest  of  six  brothers  and  the 
third  generation  in  the  family 
building  business,  he  led  the 
growth  and  development  of 
the  Shepherd  Building  Group 
into  one  of  Europe’s  largest 
and  most  successful  privately 
owned  construction  groups. 

He  was  chairman  of  the 
Wool  Industry  Training 
Board,  1964-74.  and  chairman 
of  the  Construction  Industry 
Training  Board,  1973-76. 
Through  the  latter  he  pioneer¬ 
ed  training  techniques,  many 
of  which  still  operate  today. 
His  most  significant  achieve¬ 
ment  was  his  work  for  what  is 
now  the  Chartered  Institute  of 
Building  over  a  period  of  30 
years  including  its  presidency 
in  1964-65.  He  led  the  way  to 
its  growth  and  development  as 
the  leading  professional  insti¬ 
tute  for  those  involved  in 
construction.  His  particular 
interest  was  the  development 
of  site  management  training 
as  the  foundation  of  efficient 
construction.  His  contribution 
was  recognised  by  the  award 
of  an  honorary  fellowship  of 
the  institute  in  1987. 

As  a  member  of  the  council 
of  the  CBI  from  1976  to  1990  he 
influenced  many  aspects  of 
policy  and  with  his  involve¬ 
ment  in  various  trade  associa¬ 
tions,  he  remained  to  the  end  a 
powerful  voice  in  the  drive  for 
improved  efficiency  in  the 
construction  industry. 

He  was  a  memter  of  the 
Court  of  the  University  of 
York  and  a  governor  of  St 


PeteTS  School  in  York,  His 
contribution  to  education  was 
recognised  by  the  award  of 
honorary  doctorates  from  the 
Universities  of  Heriot-WatL 
Sheffield  Hallam  and  York. 

Despite  the  many  and  con¬ 
tinual  pressures  of  business 
and  national  office.  Shepherd 
was  deeply  involved  in  the 
civic  community  of  York  and 
played  a  prominent  role  in 
many  organisations.  He  was 
president  of  York  Conserva¬ 
tive  Association  for  more  than 
40  years  and  founder  master 
of  the  York  Guild  of  Building. 
An  active  member  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  Com¬ 
pany  of  York  and  Governor  in 
198+55,  he  introduced  many 
ideas  to  conserve  the  Lively 


Hall,  considered  to  be  the 
finest  of  its  type  in  Europe.  He 
was  appointed  a  Deputy  Lieu¬ 
tenant  for  North  Yorkshire  in 
1981. 

Peter  Shepherd  was  a  vis¬ 
ionary  in  matters  affecting  the 
future  efficiency  and  profes¬ 
sionalism  of  the  construction 
industry  while  possessing 
great  skill  in  matters  of  detail 
—  a  rare  combination.  He  had 
an  immense  capacity  for  ser¬ 
vice  to  a  cause  and  applied  the 
greatest  intellectual  rigour  (□ 
nis  work. 

He  was  appointed  CBE  in 
1967  and  knighted  in  1976.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife  Patri¬ 
cia.  to  whom  he  was  married 
for  55  years,  and  by  their  four 
sons. 


PREHISTORIC  CROMER 


FLINT  HUNTING  ON  THE 
NORFOLK  COAST. 

(FROM  A  CORRESPONDENT.) 

East  Anglia  must  have  been  a  great  hunting- 
ground  Car  prehistoric  man.  Whenever  dimatK 
conditions  allowed,  from  the  very  remote  Pliocene 
period,  when  the  earliest  men  lived  thdrKfe  on  a 
land  surface  now  buried  deep  beneath  successive 
layers  of  marine  and  glacial  deposits,  to  the 
arrival  of  the  pastoral  people  existing  ai  the  very 
end  of  the  Stone  Age.  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  were 
inhabited  fry  races  of  ancient  hunters. 

There  are  few  hobbies  that  tend  to  make  one  so 
healthy  and  philosophic  os  that  of  prehistoric 
archaeology.  To  prosecute  it  with  any  hope  of 
success  it  is  necessary  to  go  out  into  the  open,  to 
visit  certain  fields  where  the  plough  has  turned 
up  relics  of  antiquity,  or  to  journey  so  gravel  and 
other  pits  where  the  more  anrieni  remains  of  man 
are.  with  good  fortune,  io  be  found . . . 

Another  alremariw  is  a  .visit  to  the  North 
Norfolk  coast  There,  heiweea  Happisburgb  and 
Wevboume,  exist  about  40  miles  of  impfemem- 
bearing  cliffs,  which  Nature  appears  to  have 
made  for  the  delectation  of  the  archaeologist.  And 
in  places  along  the  coast  there  are  to  be  seen,  at 
low  water,  large  exposures  of  ancient  forest  bed. 
where  massive  flint  implements  and  the  fossil 
bones  and  teeth  of  gigantic  elephants  and  other 
beasts  are  to  be  found.  The  Cromer  coast  is  nc*  at 
its  best,  for  archaeological  purposes,  in  the 
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Archaeologists  have  long  been  aware  of  the 
potenria/rries  of  a  stretch  of  the  North 
Norfolk  coast  and  they  will  have  rejoiced  in 
the  discovery  near  West  Runton  of  the 
remains  of  a  huge  prehistoric  elephant  and 
the  efforts  to  present:  them. 


summer.  The  prehistorian  must  watt  for  the 
winter  and  a  succession  of  north-westerly  gales 
and  high  tides.  If  the  wind  holds  true  and  strong, 
and  if  our  archaeologist  be  of  a  robust 
constitution  and  not  afraid  of  cold  and  roueh 
weather,  hewilL  mail  probability,  set  when  the 
gale  subsides,  a  sight  cut  easily  to  be  forgotten. 

It  is  at  such  rimes  os  these,  when  the  sand  and 
shingle  atihe  foot  of  the  cliffs  are  swept  away, 
that  h  is  possible  to  examine  the  lowermost 
deposits  of  the  Cromer  Rarest  Bed,  laid  down  by 
an  ancient  northerly  extension  or  the  present 
Rhine,  which  flowed  through  a  Aide,  shallow 
volley  now  submerged  beneadt  the  North  Sea.  in 
these  deposits  are  io  be  found  many  roots  and 
other  portions  of  trees,  and  bones  of  various  kinds 


of  animals,  and  the  great  flint  choppers,  scrapers, 
and  the  hand-axes  made  by  the  people  who.  in 
those  far  distant  days,  hunted,  and  loved  and  died 
in  a  land  overflowing  with  game,  and  enjoying  a 
warm  and  equable  climate.  When  a  big  scour  of 
the  beach  cakes  place,  the  archaeologist's  bag 
may  indeed  be  heavy,  and  the  writer  remembers 
on  memorable  occasion  when  no  fewer  than  250 
humanly  flaked  Dints — comprising  chiefly 
flakes  detached  in  the  manufacture  of  im¬ 
plements — were  recovered  in  the  course  of  one 
winter  morning.  Above  the  forest  bed.  and 
forming  the  high  cliffs  of  the  Norfolk  coast  are  to 
be  seen  great  masses  of  glacial  days,  sands,  and 
gravels  laid  down  by  a  vast  ice-sheet  which 
advanced  from  Scandinavia  over  the  land  now 
occupied  by  the  North  Sea.  These  glacial  beds 
contain  flint  implements  derived  from  deposits 
tom  up  by  the  slowly  moving  ice.  and.  if  one  is 
blessed  with  a  cool  head  and  physical  fitness,  a 
day  upon  the  difls  results,  generally,  m  a  good 
haul  of  specimens. 

The  archaeofogisi  who  goes  to  Cromer  in  the 
winter  must  be  no  armchair  scientist.  He  must  be 
able  to  cake  pleasure  in  the  somewhat  frigid 
wildness  of  Nature,  and  to  feel  happy  in  his 
“tended  tramps  along  the  coast  in  the  company 
of  hooded  crows  and  hovering  seabirds.  To  ihosc 
to  wham  these  things  appeal  it  is  a  great  and 
lasting  experience  to  stand  upon  the  shore  at  East 
Runton.  for  example,  when  an  on-shore  gale  from 
I  he  north  is  driving  the  incoming  tide  in  foam  and 
fury  before  it  towards  the  cliffs'. . . 
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Costa  del  Sol 
still  shines 

BRITISH  holidaymakers  still  out¬ 
number  all  other*  in  the  Costa  del 
Sul.  Last  year !.!  million  arrived  at 
Malaga  airport —36  percent  of  the 
total  number  of  arrivals.  The 
Spanish  themselves  totalled 
824.599.  the  Germans  2S4.542  and 
the  French  a  mere  160.859.  says  the 
Costa  del  Sol  tourist  board. 

Word  of  the  attractions  of  the 
Costa  del  Sol  is  spreading 
throughout  the  former  Eastern 
bloc.  In  1994  there  were  no  Russian 
visitors  hut  last  year  26.624  arrived 
at  Malaga  airport. 

Venice  rocks 

ST  MARK'S  Square  in  Venice  is 
being  taken  over  un  February  17 
and  IS  for  a  free  festival  of  electric 
and  acnustic  “world  music"  likely 
to  anracl  100.000  people.  Womad 

—  World  of  Music.  Arts  and  Dance 

—  will  stage  the  show,  which  will 
feature  performances  by  the  Paris- 
based  Papa  Wemba  and  other 
musicians  from  four  continents. 

Wanderlust 

WHITBREAD  the  brewery  is 
investing  £25.000  in  the  Heineken 
travel  bursary  to  encourage  young 
people  to  fulfil  their  thirst  for 
adventure.  The  bursary  will  be 
available  to  anyone  aged  between 
18  and  35  who  convinces  the 
cumpany  that  they  are  genuine  in 
iheir  urge  to  travel  and  who  want 
to  fulfil  their  “wildest  dreams”. 
Heineken  says  that  last  year 
182.000  young  Britons  went  to  the 
Far  East  and  305.000  to  Australia. 
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Hurricane  clean-up 


From  Anthony  Holden  in  Anguilla 


Most  of  Anguilla's  popular  haunts  were  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Luis 


THE  PHONE  was  still  out  of 
order,  and  a  mid-aftemoon  shower 
had  turned  the  car  park  into  a 
quagmire.  But  the  food  was  spot- 
on.  and  fine  wines  flowed  like  rum 
punch  last  Saturday  night  as  40 
people  turned  out  for  the  reopen¬ 
ing  of  Mango's,  one  of  Anguilla's 
most  popular  beuchside  restau¬ 
rants. 

To  David  Schnittlich  of  New 
Jersey,  long  a  regular  visitor  to  this 
small  but  most  select  of  Caribbean 
islands.  Mango's  was  simply  “my 
favourite  restaurant  in  the  whole 
world".  So  last  June  he  sold  up  his 
East  Coast  bagel  chain  and  bought 
the  place,  in  partnership  with  his 
wife.  Carol,  and  a  chef  from  one  of 
Anguilla's  luxury  hotels. 

As  the  Schnirtlichs  moved  their 
wordly  goods  south  to  the  sun.  he 
closed  Mango's  for  a  three-month 
overhaul  —  only  to  watch  dumb¬ 
struck  on  September  5.  a  week 
short  of  his  grand  reopening,  as 
Hurricane  Luis  swept  in  and  blew 
all  his  dreams  away. 

"Next  morning."  he  says.  "I  sat 
on  the  beach  and  wept  for  an 
hour.”  All  that  remained  of  his 
elegant,  ocean-lapped  restaurant 
were  a  few  chunks  of  twisted 
concrete,  tossed  around  like  chil¬ 
dren's  building  blocks  by  Luis. 

Mango's  second  coming  could 
not  have  happened  unless  the 
seasoned  Schnirtlichs.  unlike  many 
of  .Anguilla's  smaller-scale  entre¬ 
preneurs.  had  taken  out  insurance. 
The  azure  coastline  of  this  British 
crown  colony  holds  many  tales 


with  less  happy  endings.  In  the  eye 
of  the  storm  for  14  hours. 
Anguillians  awoke  to  find  their 
island  had  been  ’browned"  — 
deprived  of  its  lush  greenery  and 
robbed  of  many  of  the  pleasure 
domes  beloved  of  its  well-heeled 
holiday  clientele  —  on  the  brink  of 
the  winter  season. 

Not  merely  had  roofs  been  blown 
off.  walls  demolished,  floors  under¬ 
mined  and  furniture  waterlogged, 
but  whole  beaches  had  disap¬ 
peared.  depriving  some  of  the  West 
Indies'  finest  resorts  of  their  raison 
d'etre.  At  the  luxury  Cap  juluca 
this  week,  a  dredger  is  rebuilding 
the  mile-long  beach  along  Maun- 
day’s  Bay  before  the  planned  re¬ 
opening  next  month  of  the  hotel's 
70  ritzy  rooms. 

On  Bames  Bay  the  once- famous 
Coccoloba  stands  empty  and  devas¬ 
tated,  a  Mary  Celeste  among 
swank  hotels,  its  pool  full  of  rotting 
debris,  its  palatial  halls  as  ravaged 
and  windswept  as  the  ghostly 
Xanadu  at  the  end  of  Orson 
Welles's  Citizen  Kane. 

Among  other  hotels  familiar  to 
British  holidaymakers  from  the 
brochures  of  such  firms  as  Carib¬ 
bean  Connection,  the  exotic  Casa¬ 
blanca  on  Rendezvous  Bay  (where 
the  Queen  stayed  in  1994)  also 
stands  empty,  pending  its  immi¬ 
nent  reopening  under  new  Ameri¬ 
can  management  as  the  Sonesta 
Beach  Resort.  Over  at  Cinnamon 
Reef  in  Little  Harbour,  however,  it 
is  business  as  usual  after  a  heroic 
recovery’  from  extensive  damage  — 


chronidcd  in  one  of  the  before-and- 
aFter  picture  albums  now  found  all 
over  Anguilla. 

Another  survivor  is  the  exclusive 
Shoal  Bay  West  villa  complex  of 
Cove  Castles,  haunt  of  movie  stars 
and  other  celebrities,  much  of 
whose  beach  has  gone  west  — 
ending  up  outside  the  (destroyed 
and  rebuilt}  Paradise  Cafe.  “We’re 
not  too  bothered."  Norman  Luxem¬ 
bourg,  the  manager,  says.  “Mother 
Nature  will  bring  it  back  by  June." 

Above  it  all  —  literally  as  well  as 
metaphorically,  aiop  its  stately 
Meads  Bay  bluff  —  rose  the 
legendary  Malliouhana.  whose 
founder-owner  Leon  Roydon 
scarcely  blinked  when  Luis  made 
off  with  the  wooden  roof  of  his 
ocean-view  restaurant  and  pillaged 
his  lavish  gardens.  Closed  in 
September,  as  luck  would  have  it. 
Mr  Roydon  didn't  hang  around  for 
insurance  assessors  before  replac¬ 
ing  the  roof  and  repainting  the 
walls,  importing  20  container-loads 
of  palm  trees  from  Florida,  and 
welcoming  his  October  guests  as  if 
nothing  much  had  happened. 

Built  to  withstand  I60mph  winds 
and  the  strongest  earthquakes,  the 
Malliouhana,  widely  regarded  as 
the  Caribbean's  finest  hoteL  is  the 
only  resort  on  the  island  now 
functioning  at  capacity.  Amid  the 
wreckage  Luis  left  behind  were 
Anguilla's  1995-96  tourist  figures. 

“But  we  are  bouncing  bade.”  Mr 
Roydon,  also  a  member  of  the 
island's  tourist  board,  says. 
“Anguillians  are  very  resilient" 


Scotland  is 
tops  with 
US  tourists 

By  Steve  Keenan 

NORTH  Americans  discovering 
Britain  by  rail  are  choosing  Scot¬ 
land  ahead  of  more  traditional 
tourist  areas.  Four  Scottish  cities 
appear  in  the  Top  20  cities,  with 
Edinburgh  second  only  to  London 
and  ahead  of  York. 

Inverness  also  outstrips  Bath 
and  Chester,  while  Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  have  more  appeal  than 
Windermere  in  the  Lake  District 
Cambridge  and  Stratford-upon- 
Avon  do  not  appear  at  all. 

The  figures  come  from  British 
Rail  International,  which  has  sold 
£20  million-worth  of  rail  passes  to 
American  and  Canadian  tourists 
in  the  past  year,  worth  on  average 
E150  for  a  week’s  travel. 

“The  Americans  love  the  trains 
because  they  don't  really  use  them 
at  home.  But  Britain  has  a  highly 
developed  network  and  Scotland  is 
a  big  attraction  to  them."  Ross 
Furby.  managing  director  of  BR 
International  says. 

“If  they  buy  a  BR  pass,  people 
deride  on  average  to  go  to  three  or 
four  cities  in  the  UK.  Rail  passes 
are  a  big  growth  area  for  us  and 
sales  are  going  up.  We  are  pushing 
hard  in  the  US.” 

BR  lntemational'sTop  10  towns 
and  rides  for  North  American 
tourists  are:  1.  London:  2.  Edin¬ 
burgh:  3.  York:  4.  Inverness:  S. 
Bath:  6,  Chester.  7.  Oxford:  8, 
Glasgow;  9,  Aberdeen;  10, 
Windermere. 
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Low  cost  flights  worldwide 

AND  UP  TO  65%  DISCOUNT  ON  HOTELS  &  CAR  RENTAL 

Call  Trailfinders  for  ihe  complete  tailor-made  travel  service 

LONDON  Longhaul:  0171-938  3366 

Transatlantic  £  European:  0171-937  5400 
First  £  Business  Class:  0171-938  3444 
BIRMINGHAM  Worldwide.  0121-236  1234 
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MAJOR  TRAVEL  offers  great  value  on  low 
cost  flights.  We  fly  front  15  U.K.  Airports 
to  all  destinations  in  the  USA, 
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Hotels 

that 
take  the 


sauce 


/  BAILIFFS  COURT  Hotel  in 
West  Sussex  prides  itself  on  its 
ability  to  pamper  guests,  espe¬ 
cially  over  a  weekend  when 
they  can  sleep  in  four-poster 
.  beds,  read  the  Sunday  papers 
•  in  front  of  log  fires  in  their 
'  own  large  bed  room-cum-sit- 
ting  room  and  walk  along  the 
/ windswept  pebble  beach  -at 
Climping  near  Bognor  Regis. 

•  Last  weekend  I  enjoyed  just 
J;*-:  such  a  break  in  the ‘‘medieval’’ 

.  hotel  (it  was  built  from  I3th, 
14th  and  15lh-oentaiy  timbers, 
stone  and  glass  culled  from 
-  places  the  current  owners  still 
o  Mush  to  think  about). 

But  like  so  many  other  good 
hotels  with  aspirations,  Bail¬ 
iff  scourt  betrays  that  lack  of 
class  which  ultimately  sepa¬ 
rates  die  good  from  the  great 
by  its  attitude  to  sauce.  Brown 
sauce.  Preferably  HP.  . 

1  had  ordered  poached  eggs 
on  toast  for  breakfast.  And, 
sure  enough,  they  . came  per- 
.  fectly  cooked,  on  crisp  toast 
served  with  hot  weD-brewed. 
:  tea.  But  when  I  asked  for  what 

.  .  I  consider  an  essential  part  of 
such  a  meal  —  HP  sauce  —  I 
got  a  look  approaching  that 
drawn  on  waiters'  faces  by 
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H.M.  Bateman  in  his  “The 
man  who "  cartoons. ' 

“We  don’t"  I  was  told  tardy, 
“have  brown  sauce  of  any  sort 
here.  Sir." 

Now  1  have  eaten  breakfasts 
brought  to  their  full  glory  by 
brown  sauce  in  some  of  the 
best  hotels  in  Britain  and  its 
former .  colonies  around  the 
world  The  very  best  hotels 
bring  it  in  the  bottle.  Those 
that  are  still  trying  to  makefile 
grade  serve  it  coyly  in  little 
pots  with  a  spoon,  lest  other 
guests  are  offended.  Then 
come  hotels  such  as  BaHiffs- 
court  which,  although  other¬ 
wise  good,  convince  them¬ 
selves  that  brown  sauce  is 
eaten  oily  by  file  people  who 
really  have  no  place  in  their 
establishment  . 

At  the  very  bottom  of  the 
heap,  of  course,  come  those 
that  serve  sauce  In  appalling 
plastic  sachets  which  have  to 
be  ripped  open  with  your 
teeth. 

And  though  the  attitude 
towards  HP  sauce  lies,  in  ray 
view,  at  the  veTy  heart  erf  hotel 
snobbery,  there  are  any  num¬ 
ber  of  other  affectations  that 
indicate  a  hotels  real  stand¬ 
ing.  Collecting  shoes  from' 
outside  a  guest’s  door,  for 
example,  is  naff.  Removing 
them  from  the  room  without 
asking  and  quietly  returning 
them  later  is  class. 
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TEA-MAKING  equipment 
which  is  prominently  dis- 
.  played  with  little  packets  of  tea 

■  and  coffee  and  UHT  milk  in 
:  tiny  cartons  is  appalling.  A 
:  kettle  stored  discreetly  out  of 
1  sight  but  with  jars  of  coffee 

and  good  lea  and  —  most 
important  of  all  —  fresh  mflk 
'  in  a  fridge  or  mini-bar  is  style, 
:  especially  if  the  hotei  makes  it 
:  plain  that  there  are  also  staff 

■  who  wfll  happily  bring  you  tea 

■  or  coffee  at  any  time  of  the  day 
■;  or  nighL 

-  Radios  built  into  the  bedside 
J  cabinet  that  never  seem  to 
;lwork  properly  but  which.  you 
•  are  fold,  are  the  only  means  of 
r  obtaining  a  wake-up  call,  sms  a 

-  clear  indication  that -the  hotel 

-  has  a  long  way  to  jga.  -  - 

:  But  then  we  all  have  our 
;  own  prejudices  and  snobber- 
.  ies.  My  weekend  really  was 
..  relaxing  and  I  enjoyed  so 
many  aspects  of  Bafliffs- 
court.  It  would  have  been 
:  perfect  had  I  been  able  to  get 
my  HP  sauce. 


By  Harvey  Elliott 


AS  HOLIDAYMAKERS  con¬ 
tinue  to- shun'  summer  pack¬ 
ages  and  bookings  stubbornly 
remain  ,  about  Z5  per  cent 
below  fast  year’s  levels,  official 
figures  have  revealed  the  foil 
extent  of  the  sales  :  slump 
within  the  travef  industry. 

The  leading  five  tour  opera¬ 
tors  have  deduced  the  number 
of  holidays  they  have  applied 
for  licences  to  seH  this  year  by 
173  per-  cent  1L5  per  cent 
fewer  than  they,  'sold  last 
summer.  1 

The  top  five  together  ac¬ 
counted  for  more  than  60  per 
cent  of  all  the  airline  seats  and 
holidays  officially  licensed  by 
the  Civil  Aviation  Authority 
(CAA)  last  summer. 

Tour,  operators  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  sell  .fewer  holidays  at 
profitable  prices  rather  than 
be  left  with  holidays  that  have 
to  be  sold  at  uneconomic 
prices  in  the  late-booking  mar¬ 
ked,”  says  Helen  Simpson, 
head  of  Licensing  and  finance 
at  the  CAA. 

The  average  price  of  a 
foreign  package  holiday  in¬ 
creased  from  £356  in  1994  to 
£361  fast  year,  says  the  CAA, 
and  the  number  of  holiday¬ 
makers  flying -from  Britain 
rose  by  about  7  per  cent  in 
1995.  But  the  figures  fail  to 
show  the  sudden  drop  in  sales 
which  led  to  widespread  dis¬ 
counting  'during  the  year. 

.“There  was  an  increase  in 
passenger  numbers  but  prices 
were  dearly  under  pressure  •— 
there  was  a  fall  in  average  real 
terms  despite  toe  fact  that  tour 
operators  had.  to  Bear  higher 
costs  and  taxes  than  in  the 
summer  of  1994,”  Mrs  Simp¬ 
son  says. 

The  industry  had  hoped  that 


Ixiokings  would  have  begun  to 
increase  by  mid-January,  but 
there  isTittle  sign  of  an  upturn 
•  toid  they  remain  about  25  per 
cent  down  on  the  same  time 
last  year.  The  worst  hit  desti¬ 
nation  is  Greece,  with  book¬ 
ings  down  40  per  cent  on  1995. 

Tony  Bennett,  managing 
director  of  Going  Places,  Brit¬ 
ain's  second  largest  retail  trav¬ 
el  agency,  forecasts  that  total 
package  holiday  bookings  will 
still  be  15-20  per  cent  down  by 
the  end  of  January.  Even  to 
achieve  this  gloomy  result,  the 
trade  will  need  to  see  a  sharp 
improvement  during  the  next 
fortnight 

However.  Fiona  Stewart,  of 
the  Henley  Centre  for  Fore¬ 
casting,  told  members  of  the 
Tourism  Society  this  week  that 
there  was  no  evidence  of 
diminished  desire  by  Britons 
to  take  a  holiday. 

She  blamed  a  combination 
of  two  developments  for  “trick¬ 
ling"  consumer  confidence: 
the  retreat  of  the  “nanny  state" 
and  the  prevalence  of  tempo¬ 
rary  employment  contracts. 
But  against  that,  she  said, 
stands  the  Dunkirk,  spirit. 

“When  things  lode  bleak, 
when  we  have  to  take  greater 
responsibility  for  our  own 
welfare,  every  now  and  then 
people  say.  'let's  forget  it  all 
and  have  a  good  time’.  They 
are  nor  prepared  to  make  long¬ 
term  commitments  but  at 
some  stage  they  are  going  to 
say,  ‘I've  had  enough,  let’s  go 
and  have  a  holiday*." 

Mr  Bennett  told  the  same 
meeting:  “There  are  people  out 
there  who  are  not  yet  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  are  getting  the 
best  deal  or  that  there  is  going 
to  be  a  shortage  of  holidays." 
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Open  Rhodes:  bookings  to  Greece  are  down  40  per  cent 


PAULCOUSANS 


Johanne  Masheden  her  body  was  found  in  a  cave  after  she  failed  to  return  home 


Backpack  safety  drive 


By  Tony  Dawe  and  Carol  Midgley 


TRAVEL  companies  which 
specialise  in  backpacking 
holidays  are  busy  dying  to 
reassure  young  people  —  and 
their  parents  —  that  with  a 
few  precautions,  these  trips 
are  safe,  inspiring  and 
rewarding. 

The  murder  of  Johanne 
M ashed er,  whose  body  was 
found  in  Thailand  last  week¬ 
end  at  (he  end  of  a  three- 
month  trip,  has  shocked  the 
industry  and  worried  parents 
of  those  planning  similar 
journeys. 

Her  death  is  the  latest  in  toe 
list  oF  killings  and  kidnapp¬ 
ings  of  young  British  travel¬ 
lers  in  India,  Africa  and 
South  East  Asia  in  recentyears. 
Miss  Masbeder.  23.  a  law 
graduate  who  was  about  to 
start  work  with  a  firm  of 
London  solicitors,  was 
one  of  die  many  thou¬ 
sands  who  take  a  year 
off  .  before  or  after 
university. 

“We  will  certainly  not 
be  stopping  youngsters 
from  going  to  Thai¬ 
land."  says  Gillian 
Smith,  marketing  man¬ 
ager  of  STA  Travel 
“but  we  will  advise 


them  to  take  extra  care.  They 
should  check  the  leaflets  pre¬ 
pared  for  young,  independent 
travellers,  read  the  guide 
books,  especially  for  areas 
where  recent  disturbances 
have  occurred  and  check  with 
the  Foreign  Office." 

STA,  which  handles 
350,000  young  travellers  a 
year,  has  prepared  leaflets 
entitled  Travel} n between  and 
Travelling  Solo  to  offer  guid¬ 
ance  on  planning  a  trip  and 
avoiding  trouble.  “We  also 
run  a  help  desk  for  travellers 
to  call  should  they  lose  their 
passport  get  mugged  or  have 
a  nervous  breakdown."  says 
Miss  Smith. 

Jennifer  Cox.  spokeswom¬ 
an  for  Lonely  Planet  guide 
books,  says  Thailand  is  one  of 
the  safest  places  to  travel 


H  )WHEMTHAVEUJN0SCajQ.V. 


□  Don't  arrive  alone  at  airports  or 
train  stations  late  at  night 

□  Don't  wear  revealing  dothes 

□  Don’t  drink  alcohol  alone  in  public 

□  Don’t  hitch-hike 

□  Don't  draw  attention  to  your  cash 
or  openly  change  large  amounts 

□  Don’t  pore  over  maps  on  the  street 


alone  because  the  country  is 
geared  to  backpackers.  She 
advises  travellers,  however,  to 
leave  an  itinerary  of  their 
journey  with  relatives,  so  their 
course  can  be  tracked  if  they 
go  missing,  and  to  ring  home 
at  least  once  a  week.  “Being 
safe  while  you  are  (ravelling 
comes  down  to  how  to  cany 
yourself,"  she  says.  “If  you 
give  the  impression  of  know¬ 
ing  what  you're  doing,  people 
won't  take  advantage.” 

Few  travel  experts  believe 
that  the  horror  of  Miss 
Mashederis  death  or  other 
recent  tragedies  will  deter 
backpackers,  eager  for  adven¬ 
ture  in  exotic  places.  Sophie 
Brown,  a  final  year  student 
from  Manchester,  remains 
determined  to  backpack 
through  Asia.  “My  parents 
are  trying  to  persuade 
me  to  go  with  them  to 
Greece  instead,"  she 
says,  “but  1  have  told 
them  I  want  to  cut  loose 
before  1  get  bogged 
down  in  a  job." 

9  STA  Travel  leaflets 
from  0171-937 1221:  For¬ 
eign  Office  travel  ad¬ 
vice  line:  0171-270 
4129 1 4179 


Bargains  to  France 


By  Steve  Keenan 


FRANCE  is  hoping  to  win  late 
bookings  this  year  by  cashing 
in  on  the  slump  in  traditional 
Mediterranean  holidays. 

Britain's  biggest  five  opera¬ 
tors  have  already  responded  to 
poor  demand  by  axing  1.4 
million  holidays  for  summer 
1996,  and  more  reductions  are 
expected,  so  consumers  may 
not  find  the  usual  flood  of  late 
bargains.  With  a  ferry  price 
war  expected  this  summer,  the 
French  Tourist  Office  believes 
many  families  may  make  a 
late  decision  to  opt  for 
a  holiday  across  the 
Channel  instead. 

“There  are  bound  to 
be  deals  to  France  this 
year,"  says  Dennis 
Fabri,  FTO  marketing 
director.  “The  battle 
among  the  ferry  com¬ 
panies  will  continue  — 
they  wont  hold  their 
nerve  this  year." 

France  is  failing, 
along  with  other  ma¬ 
jor  summer  destina¬ 
tions,  to  attract  early 
bookings,  with  the  re¬ 
sult  that  special  offers 


are  already  appearing,  scone 
as  a  result  of  the  ferry  war. 

Drive  France  is  cutting  £50 
off  holidays,  including  a  PSO 
European  Fbrries  crossing  to 
Cherbourg  or  Le  Havre,  while 
those  booking  a  holiday  with  a 
Brittany  Femes  day  crossing 
will  receive  a  free  cabin;  both 
to  be  booked  by  February  5. 

French  Country  Camping  is 
adding  two  free  nights  to  two- 
week  holidays  and  giving 
away  £10  meal  vouchers  on 
Stena  line  for  bookings  by 
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January  31.  While  Keycamp 
last  month  cut  July  and  Au¬ 
gust  prices  by  5  per  rent,  and 
has  now  launched  a  series  of 
“under  £100  per  person  holi¬ 
days",  with  prices  from  £30 
per  person  for  five  nights 
camping  in  Picardy  and 
Normandy. 

“Operators  are  getting  no 
business  but  they  need  the 
money  in  to  pay  salaries,  if 
nothing  else,"  says  M  Fabri. 
The  FTO  is  pushing  its  mess¬ 
age  that,  despite  the  strong 
franc,  France  is  cheap 
to  reach  and  is  good 
value  for  self-catering 
families. 

Its  argument  was 
given  a  boost  this 
week  by  Sunsites.  the 
camping  company, 
which  has  surveyed 
the  cost  of  15  items 
bought  at  Tesco  in 
North wich,  Cheshire 
with  the  equivalent 
bought  at  Carrefour  in 
Calais.  The  British 
shopping  basket  cost 
£19  28.  compared  with 
£14.10  in  Calais. 
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Luxury  Bali  hotel 
finishes  £14m  refit 


From  Bill  Frost  in  Bau 


THE  Nusa  Dua  Beach  hotel, 
on  the  Indonesian  island  of 
Bali,  owned  by  the  Sultan  of 
Brunet  and  considered  t»y 
many  to  be  the  most  opulent  in 
the  Pacific,  this  week  complet¬ 
ed  a  £14.5  million  facelift. 

The  hotel  remained  open 
during  the  redevelopment 
although  Kevin  O’Hagan,  the 
general  manager,  admits  that 
perhaps  if  should  have  dosed. 
"Some  people  were  upset  with 
us,”  he  says. 

But  even  the  most  cur¬ 
mudgeonly  visitor  would  be 
hard-pressed  lo  fault  the  new 
elegance  and  comfort  of  the 
380  guest  rooms  and  suites. 

A  new  “palace"  wing  offers 
extreme  opulence  and  abso¬ 
lute  privacy.  It  is  to  this  wing, 
with  its  liveried  butler  service, 
that  Mr  O'Hagan  hopes  to 
attract  some  big  names.  For¬ 
mer  guests  include  Ronald 
Reagan.  Helmut  Kohl  and 
King  Hussein. 

Having  once  suffered  from 
a  scarcity  of  luxury  accommo¬ 
dation.  this  comer  of  the 


island  now  has  a  glut.  And  the 
Nusa  Dua  Beach  Hotei  has  a 
fight  on  its  hands.  Mr 
O’Hagan  says:  “We  have  to 
offer  something  different  from 
everybody  else.  We  have  a  new 
spa  with  health  and  beauty 
treatments  and  conference 
centre  facilities.  We  are  all 
competing  fiercely  now." 


WEEKEND 

TRAVEL 


Travel  the  world 
again  in  Weekend 
on  Saturday 
Family  holidays  in 
France,  Denmark, 
Italy  and  Turkey 

Scotland:  Bums 
country 

Skiing:  John 
Samuel  in  Squaw 
Valley  and  Doug 
Sager  on  ski 
insurance 


A  Special  Announcement 


A  Week  on  the  Nile  -  7  nights  from  £395 


Travellers  are  flooding  back  to 
Egypt  but  prices  have  rad  j*t  caught 
up  with  demand.  Earlier  thisyearwe 
secured  some  extraordinarily  low 
pricesforaajperior-pioductandwe 
can  therefore  continue  to  offer' 
cruises  on  the  first-class  MS  RaNik 
cruiser.  The  tour  represents  excel¬ 
lent  value  (or  money  since  the  tariff 

in  dudes  afl  meals,  transfers,  guides 
and  excursions.  ' ~  • 

The  journey  CommenCEswitfea  di¬ 
rect  flight  from  Gatwick  to  Aswan  to 
join  IhcMSRa-Ourwcck-kmgcxitw 
will  include  visits  to  the  Temple  of 
Edfu.  Esna,  the  Temple  erf  Kamak. 
the  Valleyof  the  Rings.  theTem^eof 
QueenHiishepSut,  Luxor, KomOmba 
and  the  Aswan  High  Dam. 

THEMSRA 

The  MS  Ra  is  a  laige  Kile  cruiser 
purpcrebmltmBritamaramnm- 
daingiqi  to  140  passengers.  F&ili- 
ties  on  board  fadude  a  restaurant 
lounge,  h».sun  deck  wi  ft  swimming 


Cruise  between  Aswan  and  Luxor  on  board  the  MS  Ra 


"■  -V  4. 
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December  1&£395 
December 23. 30 £4  95 
Supplements  -  per  person 
Single  cabin  £150 
Middle  deck £4  5 
Upper  deckX95 
AbuSimbef  (by  rtodj£69 


_ , _ rairtraud.  iransfci*.  ”  night.' on 

lb*  Ra.  full  board,  ncumom.  (nuance  tecs, 
local  Rpreenuuves.  Not  tadudtatmsuiance. 

«alCffltanbtal|K<l  by  CjeCumjunj'l.  airport 

taxes,  upa. 

A1  price*  mrabject  to  dunfie. 


0171-6161000 


pool.  jacuzzL  All  cabins  a  re  air  con- 
ditionedandhave  private  bathrooms. 
For  a  true  escape  with  that  magical 

cooibuiatkxi  of  ordure  and  reiaxt 
tion  this  issureh'itnoppwlunih-  ttot 

Chtfllfl/t  tatf  hfl  mirrAil 


should  not  be  missed, 
r  DEPARTURE 
DATES  &  PRICES 
!996Afandays .  per  person  m  hrin 
.  February 5, 12£4S5 


March  II,  18.25X450 
April  15.22.29X430 

May  6. 13.20,27X430 
June  3,  ID.  17.24X395 
July  1. 8, 15.22.29^395 
Augusta,  12. 19,26£430 
Sepember2,9,16. 23, 30X450 
October?,  14.21,28X435 
November  4.  II.  Ifl.25£i95 
Decembcr2.9£450 


VOYAGESJULE5VERNE 

21  0oiiei  Square 
London  NW 1  600 


Tratri  JVomefiwif  Hi 

flBT.4VI661ATOl.SfOB 

Chiroffieesareiipeniw'trid^inne 

rtsmaiM'ns.wriiiUjriHfliniDipn'i  ano»* 

mek«ubyan>lo5|mPwr*er}<inU«ftrit. 
our  udift  brut*  a  k  to  5pm  wevkian. 


for  reservations  and  full  conditions 


contact  your  bcol  travel  agent  or  rfsA  AIR 

8280262  U^FOTTUGAL 


TAP  Air  Portugal:  01/1 


"2  adUb  «naf  Hovel  together  end  slay  Sakmlay  nigh* 
Group  A  got  bin  Offer  subject  to  ovtAMfy 


>  V 


f 


UNTIL  the  end 
of  March, 
children 


Hdu>«te;- 1 


Deck.  De- 
0171-370 


can 


holiday  in  California  for  £99 
on  a  special  Air  Travel 
Advisory  Bureau  offer.  Ac¬ 
companying  adults  will  pay 
£563  for  return  BA  flights, 
seven  nights  at  a  hotel  and  a 
week's  car  hire.  Details;  0171- 
636  5000. 


4555. 

□  A  WEEK  in  a  2-star  hotel 
in  Limassol,  Cyprus,  leaving 
Gatwick  next  Wednesday  is 
available  for  £179  per  person 
from  Sunworld.  Details:  0113 
255  5222, 


□  EUROCAMP  has  extend¬ 
ed  its  early  booking  offer 
until  January  31.  Savings  of 
£30  are  available  on  tents 
and  mobile  homes  at  280 
sites  with  an  extra  £50 
discount  for  holidays  start¬ 
ing  on  August  22  or  23. 
Details:  01565  626262. 


□  CRYSTAL  France  is  offer¬ 
ing  savings  of  £156  plus  a 
free  welcome  hamper  at 
selected  villas  until  January 
31.  Details:  0181-390  3335. 


□  SKIING  holidays  for  a 
week  in  France.  Switzerland 
and  Andorra,  with  depar¬ 
tures  from  Gatwick  on  Sun¬ 
day,  are  available  at  savings 
of  £20  to  £50  per  person  From 


□  TWO  nights  in  Budapest 
during  February  and  March 
at  a  5-star  hotel  with  return 
scheduled  flights  cost  £299 
per  person  with  Moswm. 
Details:  0116  2719922. 


□  SAVE  up  to  half  the 
brochure  price  on  some 
cruises  by  booking  at  Lunn 
Poly  before  January  31.  De¬ 
tails:  01203  223300. 


HOUDAY  Inn 
has  extended  E 
its  special 


-HOTELS 


that  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  res¬ 
ervation  com- 


Weekender  rares  at  170  ho¬ 
tels  in  Europe,  the  Middle 
East  and  Africa  to  weekdays. 
Offers,  which  indude  E45 
per  room  per  night  at  the 
Glasgow  Holiday  inn 
Garden  Court  with  break¬ 
fast.  are  available  until  the 
end  of  February.  Details; 
0S00  897121. 


pany.  Supra-National  Ho¬ 
tels.  Hotels  range  from  Pra¬ 
ha  in  Prague  to  the  Jurys 
Kensington  in  London.  Res¬ 
ervations  0500  303030. 


□  INTER-CONTINENTAL 
Hotel  and  Resorts  has  a 
“winter  sale"  of  its  Heart  of 
foe  City  breaks  at  48  Euro¬ 
pean  hotels  until  January  51. 
A  typical  deal  is  £69  per 
room  per  night  at  the  Ham¬ 
burg  hotel,  available  eveiy 
day.  Details:  0345  581444. 


□  EGERTON  House  in 
Knightsbridge.  a  London 
town  house  hotel,  has  a  rate 
of  £160  for  two  per  night 
instead  of  foe  usual  £195 
until  foe  end  of  February. 
Details:  0171-589  2412. 


□  VISA  cardholders  can  ob¬ 
tain  discounts  of  up  to  30  per 
cent  off  regular  rates  at  140 
hotels  throughout  the  world 


□  THE  Old  Course  hotel  at 
St  Andrews  in  Scotland  has 
a  special  offer  of  £99  per 
person  until  foe  end  of 
March  for  two  nights'  ac¬ 
commodation,  full  Scottish 
breakfast  and  use  of  the 
hotel's  leisure  spa  facilities. 
Fees  for  the  hotel's  new  golf 
course  are  extra.  Details: 
01334  474371. 


AIR  FRANCE 
has  a  bargain 
package  to  Par¬ 
is  until  March 


FUGHIS  • 
AHD  FERRIES 


31.  Each  passenger  (a  mini¬ 
mum  of  two  people  must 
travel)  pays  £99.  which  in¬ 
cludes  return  flights  from 
London,  two  nights’  accom¬ 
modation  including  break¬ 
fast  and  free  passes  for 
public  transport  and  muse¬ 
ums.  Details:  0181-742  6600. 


cent  by  no  long¬ 
er  automatical¬ 
ly  including 
meals  as  pan  of 


fares.  A  peak  season  cross¬ 
ing  from  Hull  to  Zeebrugge 
or  Rotterdam  falls  from  E506 
to  £385  for  an  outside  cabin 
for  four  people  plus  car. 
without  meals. 


□  BOOK  seven  days  ahead, 
include  a  Saturday  night 
away  and  Maersk  Air  will 
sell  you  a  Gatwick-Copenha- 
gen  ticket  for  just  £120. 
Details:  0171-333  0066. 


□  DRIVELINE  Europe  has 
daytrip  fares  and  28-day 
returns  (trawl  between 
llpm-6am)  with  Le  Shuttle 
from  E39.  Details:  01707 
660011. 


□  AUSTRIAN  Airlines  has 
retimed  its  London-Vienna 
flights  to  leave  from  Heath¬ 
row  at  b.35am  and  return  at 
7.45pm. 


□  STENA  Line  is  cutting  50 
per  cent  off  caravan  fares  on 
Southampton-Cherbourg 
and  Dover-Calais  through¬ 
out  1996,  for  bookings  by 
January  31.  The  saving  is  up 
to  £38.  Details:  0990  707070. 


□  LE  Shuttle  has  special 
daytrip  and  overnight  fares 
for  travel  from  Folkestone  to 
Calais  until  March  31.  but 
excluding  February  15-25. 
Details:  0990  353535. 


□  NORTH  Sea  Ferries  has 
cut  prices  by  up  to  30  per 


□  IRISH  Ferries  has  a  long 
weekend  offer  (leave  Friday 
and  back  on  Tuesday)  from 
Holyhead  and  Pembroke  of 
£134  return  until  March  2b. 
It  also  has  a  48-hour  return 
of  £63.  Bookings  by  January 
31.  Both  fares  are  for  a  car 
and  five  passengers.  Details; 
0345  171717. 


dj^ceded 
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40  /ears  of  listening  carefully  to  Saga 
customers  has  taught  us  what  our 
holidaymakers  expect.That’s  why  so 
many  customers  book  with  us  again.  Our 
many  holiday  options  include  exciting 
ocean  and  river  cruises,  varying  from  a 
week  long  cruise  to  a  91  day  adventure 
around  the  world.  If  you  are  aged  50  or 
over,  cal!  our  24-hour  request  line  for 
your  new  holiday  brochures. 


FREE  0800  300  456 


Ext  2184 


SAGAS 


for  The  Time  Of  your  Life 
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Queen  refuses  to  bail  out  Duchess 

I  The  Queen  is  refusing  to  help  the  Duchess  of  York  with  her 
debts,  which  are  more  than  £1  million,  Buckingham  Palace 
said  yesterday. 

The  Duchess,  whose  spending  far  outreaches  her  income, 
must  face  her  money  responsibilities  alone,  according  to  the 
palace.  Her  overdraft,  which  is  said  to  be  with  Coutts  bank, 
could  attract  interest  charges  of  £91,000  a  year  at  a  rate  of  25 
per  cent  over  the  base  rate . - . Pages  1,  7, 15,  IS 

Tory  MPs  report  plot  to  oust  Major 

■  A  group  of  Tory  grandees  is  privately  plotting  to  oust  John 
Major  after  the  expected  losses  in  the  May  coundl  elections. 
Conservative  MPs  have  told  The  Times  that  the  group  of  the 
“great  and  the  good"  includes  leading  figures  previously 
regarded  as  loyal  to  the  Prime  Minister . - . Page  1 

Black  Sea  deal 

The  Turkish  Government  and  the 
pro-Chechen  commandos  who  hi¬ 
jacked  a  Black  Sea  ferry  and 
threatened  to  blow  it  up  agreed  in 
principle  to  end  the  crisis 
peacefully - Pages  1, 12. 13, 19 

Petrol  price  war 

Shell  fallowed  Esso's  price  cuts  by 
taking  up  to  4.4p  a  litre  off  its 
prices  at  all  2,000  of  its  garages, 
starting  a  discount  war  between 
Britain's  largest  petrol 
retailers . Page  I 

Virgin  challenge 

Virgin  Television  launched  a  le¬ 
gal  challenge  against  the  inde¬ 
pendent  Television  Commission's 
decision  to  award  the  fifth  chan¬ 
nel  licence  to  Channel  5  Broad¬ 
casting  (C5B) . Page  5 

TV  sports  levy 

A  former  Tory  sports  minister 
called  for  a  E5  "sports  levy"  to  be 
added  to  the  TV  licence  fee  to 
counter  competition  from  satellite 


Vasectomy  warning 

Three  judges  warned  women  not 
to  take  for  granted  a  lover's  assur¬ 
ance  that  he  had  had  a  vasectomy 
and  could  not  make  her  pregnant. 
An  Oxford  teacher  had  claimed 
damages  against  a  pregnancy  ad¬ 
vice  clinic _ Pages 

Fewer  students 

University  applications  are  down 
by  5.000  this  year,  the  first  fall 
since  the  Government's  big  ex¬ 
pansion  of  higher  education  a 
decade  ago _ Page  9 

EU  man  sacked 

Bernard  Connolly,  the  British  EU 
official  whose  attack  on  monetary 
union  caused  a  furore  Iasi  Sep¬ 
tember,  was  sacked  by  the  Brus¬ 
sels  Commission Page  11 

Delhi  scandal 

The  prosecution  of  seven  senior 
politicians  for  alleged  involve¬ 
ment  in  a  financial  scandal  has 
stunned  the  political  establish¬ 
ment  in  Delhi . Page  14 

broadcasters . . —  Page  6 

Church’s  direct  line  to  Heaven 

■  David  Wills,  vicar  of  Mossley  Hill  in  Liverpool,  wants  to  use 
his  church  as  an  aerial  for  a  mobile  telephone  company. 
Parishioners  are  appalled  by  the  prospect  of  phone  users,  who 
include  drug  dealers  and  criminals,  routing  their  calls  via  the 
House  of  God.  The  company’s  payment  wiU  help  towards  the 
£200.000  urgently  needed  for  building  work . Page  6 
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A  cave  at  Bruniquel,  near  Toulouse,  where  French  archaeologists  have  found  signs  of  human  habitation  50,000  years  ago 


BU5JSES&, 


EMU:  A  European  Central  Bank  is 
unworkable  under  current  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  conditions  and 
should  be  postponed,  says  Lord 
Tugendhat,  chairman  of  Abbey 
National  and  a  former  European 
Commissioner _ _ Page  25 

Gas:  Competition  to  supply  gas  to 
500,000  homes  in  the  south-west  of 
England  may  have  to  be  delayed 
because  of  concerns  at  British  Gas 
that  technical  preparations  are  in¬ 
complete,  the  regulator  for  the  gas 

industry  said - Page  25 

Forte:  The  decisive  moment  in  the 
battle  for  Forte  comes  tomorrow 
when  both  Forte  and  Granada  hold 
their  final  meeting  with  Mercury 
Asset  Management,  the  fund  man¬ 
ager  with  15  per  cent  of  Forte  and  a 
similar  Granada  stake — Page  25 
Martels:  The  FT-SE  100  index  fell 
6.4  points  to  dose  at  3704.2.  Ster¬ 
ling's  trade-weighted  index  fell 
from  83.4  to  832  after  a  fail  from 
$1.5383  to  $1.5295  and  from 
DM23419  to  DM23390... .Page  28 


Football:  England  will  open  their 
qualifying  programme  for  the  1998 
World  Cup  with  an  away  game 
against  Moldavia.  Scotland  start 

with  a  visit  to  Austria _ Page  48 

Tennis:  Tun  Henman,  Britain's 
lone  survivor  in  the  Australian 
Open,  submitted  with  regrettable 
ease  in  the  second  round  of  the 
men's  singles  to  Jonas  Bjorkman. 

of  Sweden _ Page  45 

Rugby  union:  Dean  Richards  will 
be  on  the  replacements’  bench  for 
England  in  their  opening  five  na¬ 
tions*  championship  match  against 
France  after  the  withdrawal  of  Tim 

Rodber _ _ _ Page  42 

Racing:  Tony  McCoy,  the  rising 
star  among  National  Hunt  jockeys, 
rode  his  100th  winner  of  the  season 
at  Nottingham  and  went  on  to  com¬ 
plete  a  22-1  treble - Page  43 

Skiing:  After  the  death  of  the  down¬ 
hill  skier  Kirsteen  McGibbon  John 
Bryant  examines  the  conflicting  de¬ 
mands  for  greater  speed  on  skis 
and  greater  safety - Page  46 


Films  of  the  week:  Nicolas  Cage 
drinks  himself  to  oblivion  in  Mike 
Figgis's  Leaving  Las  Vegas,  while 
Michelle  Pfeiffer  works  mirades  on 
inner-tity  kids  in  the  rose-tinted 
Dangerous  Minds - Page  37 

Covent  Garden  triumph:  The  Royal 
Opera's  new  production  of  The 
Midsummer  Marriage  confirms 
that  Michael  Tippett's  postwar  op¬ 
era  is  one  of  the  great  works  of  the 

20th  century - Page  38 

Opera  move:  English  National  Op¬ 
era  has  launched  a  home  for  ex¬ 
perimental  work  in  east  London,  in 
a  fresh  attempt  to  nurture  new 

talent - Page  38 

Mime  high:  If  you  get  into  the  right 
mood,  there  is  beauty,  gravity  and 
wonder  in  Raimund  HoghCs  90- 
minute  requiem.  Meinwdrts,  which 
is  part  of  the  London  International 

Mime  Festival _ Page  39 

Young  Arte  Hilary  Finch  explains 
how  young  deaf  children  are  being 
taught  to  speak  with  the  aid  of 
music  therapy - Page  39 


Royal  tn-hnra:  How  the  turbulent 
marriages  of  Charles  and  Andrew 
brought  the  Queen  to  the  brink  of 
despair - ..... — - Page  15 


Minora*  fingers:  Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford  on  what  causes  white 
finger  disease _ _ _ Page  16 


Cut  back  on  cut  price:  As  sales  of 
package  holidays  si  amp,  tour  oper¬ 
ators  are  cutting  back  on 
destinations - Pages  22  23 


The  fighting  in  Pervomaiskoye 
may  win  Boris  Yeltsin  support 
from  some  Communist  and  nation¬ 
alist  voters  but  it  seems  unlikely  to 
secure  his  re-election  and  could 
undermine  whatever  hope  he  may 
harbour  of  sustaining  reform  in  a 
second  term  as  President  —The 
New  York  Times 


Preview:  Can  a  randomly  chosen 
foursome  become  the  new  Take 
That?  Inside  Story:  A  Band  Is  Bom 
(BBCI,  10pm).  Review:  Matthew 
Bond  cm  how  Hollywood  men  try  to 
improve  their  manhood  ...Page  47 


Sea  of  troubles 

The  West  must  soon  ask  whether  it 
should  still  offer  such  visible  sup¬ 
port  for  President  Yeltsin,  a  man 
floundering  in  such 

contradictions  — - - Page  M 


Public  companies 

In  the  last  act  of  the  Granada-Forte 
soap  opera,  fund  managers  should 
remember  they  are  entrusted  with 
the  public's  sayings,  the  public  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  City  and  a  good  deal 
else  besides — - Page  19 


Seize  the  time 

The  best  rebuke  MPs  of  all  parties 
can  defiver  to  the  Government's 
limp  cowardice  over  the  daylight 
saving  Bill  is  a  large  enough  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  House  on  Friday  to 
prolong  the  debate — Page  19 


WILLIAM  REES-MOGQ 

Rome  at  the  time  of  the  Emperor 
Augustus,  Venice  in  the  age  of  Ti¬ 
tian,  London  in  the  year  of  Water¬ 
loo,  New  York  in  the  Roaring 
Twenties  must  have  had  Hong 
Kong’s  heady  feeling  of  unlimited,  ,, 
energy - Page  18® 

PETER  RIDDELL 

The  Liberal  Democrats  have  sur¬ 
vived  the  Blair  phenomenon  and 
could  still  have  an  influential  role 
in  the  next  parliament — Page  10 


Kaye  Webb,  publisher,  His  Hon 
Peter  Hopltin  Morgan.  QC  cir¬ 
cuit  judge;  Sir  Peter  Shepherd, 
industrialist _ ; _ _ _ Page  21 


Prisoners’  education;  bishops’ 
palaces - - Page  19 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  CHAMPIONSHIP 
1996  QUALIFYING  PUZZLE 


l/We  enclose  cheque  for  £6  (individual)  or  £10  (pair)  as  die 
entry  fee  for  the  1996  Times  Crossword  Championship,  with 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  (9”x4') 


NAME(S)  (please  print). 
ADDRESS _ 


VENUE. 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,067 


ACROSS 

1  Take  of?  on  the  breeze  here  (8). 

5  Repudiate  a  bishop  bv  Roman  law 

(6). 

10  Papular  Roman  leader  ignoring  a 
French  political  division  (5). 

Jl  Complete  change  in  the  heartless 
female  in  volume  ate  (5-4). 

12  Make  arrogant  pronouncement 
about  God  to  artist,  without  a 
point  (9). 

13  Like  Katisha  as  daughter-in-law. 
pick  and  choose  (5). 

14  Bend  the  knee  in  bed  (7). 

16  Fixed  peg  in  sea:  (6). 

19  Live  at  place  near  Brighton  to  be 
fit.  in  a  word  (6j. 

21  Runner — one  who  worries  [7). 

23  Endure  a  bum  (5). 

25  Hollywood  star  dancer's  finale  in 
can-can  (3-3-3). 

Solution  fio  Puzzle  No  20.066 
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27  Strange  choice  before  vital  came 
(>6J. 

28  Transport  route  that  carries  your 
food,  for  example  (5). 

29  It's  about  all  there  for  nourishing 
drink  (6). 

30  Does  any  organisation  com¬ 
prehend  (he  point  of  such  a  long 
journey?  (8). 

DOWN 

1  The  cure  is  not  a  diet,  anyway!  |S). 

2  Device  for  measuring  cats  and 
dogs  (4-5). 

3  Sea  maiden  —  is  tranformed  into  a 
Greek  character  (5). 

4  Bill  is  vocal  (7). 

6  He  does  ywman  service  for  the 
meat  consumer  (9). 

7  Treatment  far  American  with 
senility  (5), 

8  No  trumps  accepted  in  women's 
tournaments  (&). 

9  Those  uho  work  with  nippers  (6). 

15  Very  low  floor  (5-i). 

17  Being  sixteen,  wanting  lo  reform 
church  (9;. 

18  Statesman  and  tale-felling  old 
landowner  (S). 

20  Bather's  cry  of  iov  as  the  water 
rose  (6). 

21  Sweet  youne  aristocrat  contem¬ 
plated  ft). 

22  Player  is  too  boisterous,  to  some 
extern  (6). 

24  Toes  ihc  line  and  serves  (5). 

26  Indians  can  broadcast  within 
island  (5). _ 
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Today  we  publish  the  qualifying 
puzzle  for  the  Times  Crossword 
Championship  1996  in  conjunction 
with  Aberiour  Pure  Single  Highland 
Mali  Whisk}'. 

Competition  rules 
Competitors  may  qualify’  bv  correctly 
solving  and  submitting  this  puzzle, 
sending  the  com  pleied  puzzle  with  Ihe 
entry  form,  cheque  for  £6/E10  (see 
below)  and  stamped  addressed  enve¬ 
lope  lo  The  Times  Crossword  Champ¬ 
ionship  (to  whom  cheques  should  be 
made  out),  13  Church  Lane,  Ripon.  N 
Yorks.  HG4  2ES,  so  that  the  entry  is 
postmarked  not  later  than  January 
26.  The  solution  will  be  published  on 
January  29,  and  all  competitors  will 
be  informed  of  the  result  not  later 
than  February  9. 

Separately  from  the  norma!  compe¬ 
tition  for  individuals  there  will  also  be 
a  pairs  category  this  year  for  the  first 
time.  Any  two  people  may  qualify  as  a 
pair,  and  wifi  take  pan  in  the  regional 
finals  an  the  same  basis  as  individ¬ 
uals,  thus:  at  each  regional  final  the 
regional  winner  plus  one  additional 
competitor  for  ever.  60  or  part-60 
competitors  will  qualify  for  the  final 
from  each  category  i.e.  2  finalist': 
from  6I-L20  compniurs.  3  from  121- 
180  etc.  Any  enquiries  concerning 
these  rules  mav  be  addressed  to  M  C 
C  Rich  at  Oi765  6010*4. 

The  entry  fee  for  an  individual  is 
£6.  for  a  pair  £10. 

Regional  finals  Mi!!  be  cn e-day 
(four  puzzle,  events  as  follows. 
Manchester  (25±  February).  Edin¬ 
burgh  (jIs;  March,1.  Bristol  i.23th 
April}.  London  'Z5:h  May). 
Birmingham  f7th  July,.  In  all  cases  ■— 
note  the  single  day  a:  London  —  we 
hope  to  avoid  an  eliminator  puzzk-, 
but  if  necessary  this  will  be  published 
on  Thursday.  February  22nd.  The 
final  wiU  be  held  at  The  Hyatt  Carlton 
Tower  on  Sahirriay.  October  5. 

In  the  event  cf  ary  d:spute  the 
decision  of  the  Crossword  Editor  of 
The  Times  »:!!  be  final.  Employees  of 
Tunes  Newspaper*  Ud  may  no! 

compete. 
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LOODLNG  TEEF  iS  AN 
ATCIDENT  IDNT  FUDDY 

Teeth  ut  *<rr»  vulnrfarie  in 
accident*.  High  reramuta 

Rmld  Miecumh.  With  WPA* 
Mpa  weds  ACCUnu!  Penal 
Injuries  Plan  wci  could  a  fiord  it. 
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RING  WPA  niRfeCT 
FREECALL  0500  43  95  2J  , 
QUOTING  ACC-*  J 
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□  General:  England  and  Wales  win  have 
a  dull  start  with  fog  the  east  and  cloud 
covering  high  ground  in  west.  During  the 
morning  it  wiU  brighten  up  with  sunny 
spells  In  places,  especially  North  Wales 
and  parts  of  southern  England.  Scotland 
and  Northern  Ireland  win  nave  some  rain 
or  drizzle  in  the  north-west  but  elsewhere  it 
vwff  be  cfoudy  but  mainfy  dry  Eastern  parts 
can  expect  some  sunny  intervals  but 
doud  and  intermittent  dnzzle  wfl  spread 
ro  all  pats  after  dark. 

□  London,  SE  England,  Central  S 
England,  Channel  wtaK  tog  clearing, 
mainly  grey  hut  some  bright  or  sunny 
spefis.  Wind  light  southeast.  Mid  In  the 
bright  spells.  Max  10C  (50F). 

□  E  Anglia,  E  England,  NE  England: 
toggy  and  overcast.  Fog  bfimg  but  still 
rather  cloudy,  occasional  bright  spefis. 
Mainly  dry  after  dark.  Wind  fight  to 
moderate  south.  Max  SC  lASFj. 

□  E  Midlands,  W  Midland*,  Central  N: 


mist  and  fog  slow  to  lift,  remaining  manly 
cloudy  with  patchy  fog.  Wind  fight 
southeast  Max  8C  (46F). 

□  SW  England,  S  Wales,  N  Watoe,  NW 
England,  Late  Dtstoict,  Ma  of  Man: 
doudy  start.  hfH  tog.  Brighter  later  with 
same  sun  in  east  isolated  drizzle  on 
western  coasts.  Intermittent  (frizzle  over¬ 
night  Wind  moderate  south,  becoming 
Stint  west  MHd  to  bright  spells.  Max  10C 
(50F). 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Central  Highlands,  Moray 
Firth:  doudy  wKh  some  stray  spefis. 
Cloudy  later  with  (frizzle  after  dark.  Wind 
moderate  to  trash  south.  Max  8C  (46F). 

□  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow,  NE  Scot¬ 
land,  Argyll,  NW  Scotland,  Orkney, 
Shetland,  N  Ireland:  doudy  with  rain  or 
drizzle.  Wind  fresh  south  beoomlng  Hgfit  to 
moderate  nortfwrest  Max  SC  (4BF)- 

□  Outfooic  rain  in  west,  to  the  east,  misty 
mornings  and  some  brighter  speSs. 


2C  hrs  to  5  pm  b = bright  c-xdoud;  d  m&ieae,  da^dust  storm;  du=duB;  t= 
r=nto.  ah=sho*nr,  £  an^snotr.  o=aun  !«■ 
Sun  Ran  Mas 
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Sun  Ran 
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Stag-pot 

30  B6I 

Bahrain 

20  66  r 

fi-artdUrt 

-!  30  c 

U&n 

2  36  tg 

SflAotoi 

0  32s 

Banret* 

31  80  5 

Goneva 

1  34  c 

Mcmreal 

-12  10  - 

StmabTig 

0  32c 

BartMdos 

20  02  < 

17  €3  1 

Moscow 

-4  25  sn 

Sydnar 

22  72  t 

Barociona 

13  56  s 

Hefamki 

-1  30  v 

Munteti 

-3  27  c 

iSnSSt 

16  61  * 

3ffliut 

13  55  » 

Hang  X 

19  66  - 

NOecm 

17  63  c 

Talfetr 

1*  67  r 

Bertas? 

10  31  C 

Smsbrek 

5  41  s 

N  Yortl 

■3  27  c 

Tenerife 

22  72! 

Befaads 

-3  27  C 

baanttul 

3  37  r 

Nabcta 

27  at  r 

Toiqo 

6  46  C 

Berei 

4  25c 

Jeddah 

26  79  L 

Naptoa 

If  52a 

Toronto 

■3  27  c 

Bemuds 

19  66  S 

Jo'txm 

26  rer 

Nee 

13  55  5 

liras 

14  57  S 

BsvrtO 

12  54  5 

Karactu 

21  re  ■, 

Csio 

■3  ZT  I 

VManda 

14  5?  c 

Borda'x 

14  57  £ 

L  Anqats 

tfi  61  1 

Pans 

2  36C 

VancVer 

S  41  1 

Bureah 

5  43  I 

LPaonaa 

21  <0  " 

Poking 

C  32s 

Venice 

7  45S 

■2  28* 

LeTquar 

3  27  1 

Perth 

37  99  S 

Vienna 

-S  23  c 

Coro 

15  61  1 

Usfcon 

13  55  S 

Prague 

■5  23  sn 

Warsaw 

-1  30  s 

Cape  Tn 

26  re  5 

Locarno 

6  *3  s 

Reytoavflt 

3  37  * 

Wadfiton 

1  34  e 

Ch  ctnoch 

21  TO 

Luwnbg 

■2  28  fc 

reodaJ 

3i  aa  s 

WaTagtan 

20  S3  - 

Chuacp 

3  37  c 

l  inma 

21  70  r 

Rhiwfri 

16  61  s 

Zsidi 
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Fw  the  latea  AA  tntftic.'roadwriro  rtjmjwr.  24 

»-oufc  a  day.  dia:  0338  iOt  toliWMd  by  tno 

opcrcpni'oraJB 

London  t  SE  MHc,  raarfdoriai 

Area  irfan  M±S  731 

EsaevHeirJBed&'Bud^y&xIiaitScr . —  732 

Kpr.Sum^-^/ssatHsrb  .  .  734 

MS  Landon  OrWat  oily .  ....  _  •’38 

NaHomri  traffic  and  readwmta 

toward  maa-Mys _  .  .  -  .737 

ftvst  Ccvrsfy  .  .  ...  328 

.  •  rsi 

UCiantfj.  .  _  .740 

Ew  fimjfl  . .  741 

North-aest  England . 70 

?torth«aEntfand. .  .  .  ..743 

Saji  land  .  744 

ftnrwnWM  .  ..  ...  .  745 

PA  Rijadwafcfr  is  ctaf got!  *;  39p  pet  miMM 
!  cheap  rate]  and  J3p  per  iranutg  x  ac  ihcr  mxjs 


Sun  max 

758  am 


StflSBtK 
426  pm 


2  JO  pm 

NawUoonJanwy20 
London  4  25  pm  to  757  am 
BnsM  4^5  pmjoi  06  urn 
E4cburgh4  16cxntoa30an 
Mandwawr  4  24  pm  ta  &  u  am 
flwtantt4.5£  pmioS  J3«b? 


533  am 


YMHtiay.  Htahaat  day  map:  Hems  Boy.  Kent 
IK  (54Fj;  kanst  day  mac  '.Vacuum.  SuitoK. 
SC  (4tf)i  laghad  rarifUt  BanfiaoPa,  W  Wbe, 
.  lagtwstsun 


23Stfr.l 


t  surahha.  Fatkesuw.  Kant.  73hr 


Changes  to  the  chart  below  from  noon:  low  F  will  track  NE  and  deepen;  lows  C  and 
D  w$  combine  and  IS;  high  S  wffl  drift  S  and  build;  kwRuill  quickly  fig  in  situ 


HoMwad 

HUI  (AftwrtO} 

—  - - 

veuuniua 

King's  U™ 


KT  PM  HT  TODAY 

85  -  -  Lean 

4.1  11-48  4£  Lriorpod 

1T5  521  122  Loweatott 

a3  9-19  3.4 

105  5:13  ma 

SO  3-51  SO 

£3 
10 
IS 
32 
38 
&4 
7.1 
87 
M 


62  921 

IS  9-54 
4.8  3-.14 

32  1Q.49 

ae  9® 

52  039 

6  7  4-18 

8L5  4-06 

6.T  427 


MHordHavai 

Nawquay 

Qben 

Ranzanoa 

Portland 

PortenouSi 

Shoteham 

Somhampton 


Crean 


WdUvovNaza 
copyrigtn  reserved.  fiJ  Bmea  GMT.  Hoighta 


ttoo 

7.00 

»43 

3M 

253 

AX 

ais 

4:19 

821 

9-00 

827 

359 

1-17 

9:19 

In  metres. 


KT 

85 
32 
<3 
82 
6  1 

3 5 
50 
18 
4.6 
50 
4.4 
85 
48 

36 


PM 

1226 

927 

7:33 

10T14 
425 
321 
4:  JO 
£47 
4:47 

9:35 

S24 

922 

427 

1:48 

9.-50 


for  the  lemt  region  by  region  forecast.  2* 
hours  a  day,  du  0891  500toSowed  by  toe 
appropriate  code: 

Greater  London . . . . .....  701 

KenLSurrey Sussex _ _ _ 702 

DorseUfcrtsilOW _ _ 700 

Devon  i  Cornwall . . . 704 

WKs.GfoucsAran^oms.-, _ _ _ ....  70S 

BaksAKka,Qxon _ _ 706 

BedsJHeraS  Essex . - . .707 

NodoflcSuftoikCeiTtos _ 1 _ -  708 

West  Mid  ft  9hGtan& Gwent.. _ 709 

ShrapaJ-terelds  &  Wares. . . . 710 

Centrel  Mtfands _ _ 711 

EastMkfokte - - - 71? 

Lines  ft  Humberside _ _ _ 713 
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Cumbria  &  La 


HT 

sz 

3.0 

2.4 
4  5 

6.4 
63 
37 
51 
1.7 
45 
50 
43 
87 
50 
39 


.714 

.715 

.710 

717 


J&Laka  District. 
SWScattand. 


_ 710 

_ 718 


W  Central  Scotland _ I 

Btfn  S  RWLoHai  ft  Borders. 
£  Central  Scotland.. 


NW _ 

ffiy«.Oricney ft  Shetland. 

N  wanri 

Wwhwwfi  to  ehwged  at  3flp  per  ir«nu» 

1  rate)  and  4Sp  par  minute  at  all  other  £ 


fcheapi 

VMS. 


The  outlook  in  Bermuda  is  heavenly. 

For  our  1996  brochure ,  call  Bermuda  Tourism  on 01753  5t7  517  quoting  ref:  TWS 

or  see  your  travel  agent.  . 
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